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SETTLEMENT OF THE ENGLISH IN THE AMERICAN 
ISLANDS. 

A new order of things now opens itfelf to our view. 

England is, in modern hhlory, the country of great 
political phenomena. It is there that we have feen liberty 
the mod violently combating with defpotifm, fometimes 
trampled under its feet, at other times vidlorious in its 
turn. It is there that its triumph has been completed ; 
which every thing, even the fanaticifm of religion, hath 
concurred in bringing about. There it is, that one king, 
juridically brought to the fcaffold, and another depofed, 
with his whole race, by the decree of the nation, have 
given a great leffon to the earth. There it is, that in the 
midft of civil commotions, and in the intervals of moment- 
ary tranquillity, we have feen the exa(5l and deep fciences 
carried to their greateil perfe<5lion ; we have feen the minds 
of men accuftomed to reafon, to refledl, and to turn their 
attention particularly to government. It is there, in a 
word, that, after long and violent druggies, that conditu- 
tion hath been formed, which, if it be not perfeeSt, and 
free from all inconvcniencies, is, at lead, the mod happily 
fuitedito the fituation of the country the mod favourable' 
to its trade ; the bed calculated to unfold genius, elo- 
quence, and all the powers of the human mind ; the only 
FoL P, A 



2 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Bock XIV* 

conftitution, perhaps, firvce man hath lived in a focial 
date, where the laws have fccured to him his dignity, his 
perfonal liberty, and his freedom of thought ; where, in a 
word, they have made him a citizen, that is to fay, a con- 
ftituent and integral part of the conftitution of the date 
and of the nation. 

7he Jlate of England had not yet difplayed to the 

England 'when world this great feene, when her fcttle- 
Jhe began to ments in the archipelago of America 
form fettlements were hrft begun. Her agriculture was 
in the American not extended cither to flax or hemp. 
jflands* Tiie attempts that had been made to 

raife mulberry-trees, and breed ftlk- 
worms, had been unfuccefsful. The labours of the huf- 
bandman were wholly engaged in the growing of corn, 
w'hich, notwithftanding the turn of tlie nation for rural 
employments, w'aa feldom fufficient for home confumption, 
and many of their granaries were ftoicd from the fields 
bordering on the Baltic. 

Induftry was ftill lefs advanced than agriculture. It 
was confined to woollen manufadlures. I'hefe had been 
increafed fince the exportation of unwrought wool had 
been prohibited ; but thefe illanders, who feemed to work 
only for themfelvcs, were ignorant of the metliod of 
fpreading thofe elegant ornaments upon their fluffs, which 
tafte contrived, to promote the fale and confumption of 
them. They fent their cloths over to Holland, where the 
Dutch gave them their colouring and glofs ; from wlience 
they circulated all over Europe, and were even brought 
back to England. 

Navigation fcarce employed, at that time, ten thoufand 
failors. Thefe were in the fervice of cxclufive companies, 
which had engrolfcd every branch of trade, not excepting 
that of woollen cloth, which alone conftituted a tenth part 
of the commercial riches of the nation. Thefe, therefore, 
were centered in the hands of three or four hundi'ed per- 
fons, who agreed, for their own advantage, to fix the price 
of goods, both at going out and coming into the kingdom. 
The privileges of thefe monopolizers were excrcifcd^in the 
capital, where the court fold the provinces. London 
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alone had fjx times tlie number of Ihips that all the other 
ports of England had. 

The public revenue neither was nor could be very con- 
fiderable. It was farmed out ; a ruinous method, which 
has preceded the ellablifliment ol finance in all ftates, but 
has only been continued under arbitrary governments. 
'The expences w^ei'C proportionable to the low ftate of the 
treafury. The fleet was fmall, and the fhips fo weak, 
that in times of necefiity the merchantmen were turned 
into men of war. A hundred and fixty thoufand militia, 
which was the whole military llrength of the nation, were 
armed in time of war. There were no ftanding forces in 
lime of peace, and the king himfelf had no guards. 

With fuch confined powers at home, the nation fhould 
not have ventured to extend itfelf in fettlements abroad. 
Notwithflanding this, fome colonies were eflablifiied, which 
laid a folid foundation of profperity. The origin of thefe 
fettlements was owing to certain events, the caufes of 
which may be traced very far back. 

Whosver is acquainted with the Caufes which 
hiftory and progrefs of the Engliih go- hajlened the po» 
vernment, knows that the regal authority pulation of the 
was for a long time balanced only by a BrUl/h flatids* 
fmall number of great proprietors of 
land called barons. They perpetually opprefTed the 
people, tlic greater part of w^hom were degraded by 
flavery ^ and they were conftautly hruggling againft the 
power of the crown, w'ith more or Icfs fuccefs, according 
to the character of the leading men, and the chance of 
circumftances. Thefe political diflenfions occafioned much 
bluodfhed. 

The kingdom w'as exhaufted by inteftine wars, which 
had laiied two hundred years, wdien Henry VII aflumed 
the reins of governniont on the dccilion of a battle in which 
the nation, divided into two camps, had fought to give itfelf 
a mailer. That able prince availed himfelf of the ftate of 
deprelfion into which a feries of calamities had funk hi« 
fubjetl;S)^to extend the regal authority, the limits of which, 
the anarchy of the feudal government, though continually- 
encroaching upon them, had never been able to fix. He 
was afiified in this undertaking by the fadlion wliich had 

A 2 



4 HISTORY OF SETTLEMExNTS AND TRADE XI r. 

placed the crown upon his head, and which, being the 
weakcft, could not hope to maintain itfclf in the principal 
employments to which thofe who were engaged in it had 
been raifed, unlefs they fupported the ambition of their 
leader. This plan was llrengthencd, by permitting the 
nobility, for the firft time, to alienate their lands. This 
dangerous indulgence, joined to a tafle for luxury, which 
then began to prevail in Europe, brought on a great revo- 
lution in the fortunes of individuals. The irnmenfe fiefs 
of the barons were gradually diflipated, and the eftates of 
the commoners increafed. 

The rights belonging to the feveral eEates being divid- 
ed with the property of them, It became fo much the more 
difficult to unite the will and the power of many againlt 
the authority of one. The monarchs took advantage of 
this period, fo favourable to their ambition, to govern 
without controul. The decayed nobility were in fear of 
a power which they had reinforced wu*th all their Ioffes. 
The coniir.ons thought thcmfelves fufficltntly honoured by 
the privilege of iinpofing all the national taxes. The 
people, in fomc degree eafed of their yoke, by this flight 
alteratioti in the coriflitution, and whofe circle of ideas is 
always confined to bufinefs or labour, became tired of 
leditions, from the defolation and miferies which were the 
confcquence and the puniflunent of them. So that, while the 
nation was employed in fcarch of tl»at fovereign authority 
which had been lofl in the confufion of civil wars, its 
views were fixed upon the monarch alone. majefly 

of the throne, the whole lullre of which was centered In 
him, feemed to be the fource of tliat authority, of which 
it fhoultl oijly be the vilible figii and permanent inflru- 
ment. 

Such was the fituation of England, when James I w'as 
called thither from Scotland, as being fble heir of the two 
kingdoms, which, by his accefllon, w’crc united under one 
head. A turbulent nobility, imparting their fury to their 
barbarous vaffals, had kindled the fire of fedition In thofe 
oorthern inountalns which divided the ifland into two 
diftin£l ftates. The monarch had, from his earlicft years, 
been as averfe from limited authority, as the people were 
from defpotifm and abfolute monarchy, which then pre- 
▼ailed all over Europe ; and, as the new king was equal to 
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otlier fovcrei^ns, it was natural that he fliould be ambitious 
of the fame power. His predeccrt'ors had enjoyed it, even 
in England, for a centmy ])an;. But iic was not aware 
that tliey owed it to their own political abilities, or to 
favourable circumilances. This religious prince, v;ho be- 
lieved he iield all from God and nothing from men, fancied 
that (Ircngtli of reafon, wifdom, and council, was centered 
in himfelf, and feemed to arrogate to himfelf that infalli- 
bility of which the pope liad been depiived by the refor- 
mation, the tenets of' w’iich he adoptCvi, though he difliked 
them. Thefe falfe principles, which tended to change 
government into a myftery of religion, the more odious, 
as it equally influences the opinions, wills, and aftions, of 
men, were fo rooted in his mind, together with all the 
other prejudices of a bad education, that he did not even 
think of fupporting them with any of the human aids of 
prudence or force. 

Nothing could be more repugnant to the general difpofi- 
tion of the people than this fyftem. All was in commo- 
tion both at home and abroad. The difeovery of America 
had haflened the advancement of Europe. Navigation 
extended round the whole globe. The mutual intercourfe 
of nations would foon have removed prejudices, and opened 
the door to induftry and knowledge. The mechanical and 
liberal arts were extended, and were advancing to per- 
fe(51ion by the \uxury that prevailed. Literature acquired 
the ornaments of tafle \ and the fcienccs gained that de- 
gree of folidity which fprings from a fpirit of calculation 
and commerce. The circle of politics was extended. 
'This unlverfal ferment exalted the ideas of men. The 
fcveral bodies which compofed the monflrous ColofTus of 
Gothic government, roufed from that lethargic Hate of 
ignorance in which they had been funk for many ages, 
foon began to exert themfelves on all fldes, and to form 
enterprifes. On the continent, where mercenary troops 
had been adopted, under pretence of maintaining difci- 
plinc, moil princes acquired an unlimited authority, op- 
prelTing their fubjefls cither by force or intrigue. In 
England, the love of liberty, fo natural to every feeling or 
thinlAng man, excited in the people by the authors of 
religious innovations, and awakened in the minds of men, 
enlightened by becoming converfant with the great writers 
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of antiquity, who dcnved from their derriocratic goveni’ 
nient that fubUmlty of rcafon and fentiment !)y whjc/i 
they are diflinguifhed ; this love of liberty kindled in every 
generous brcafl the utmod abhorrence for iinliniited au- 
thority. The afeendant which Elizabeth found means to 
acquire and to preferve, by an uninterrupted profperity of 
forty years, withheld this impatience, or turned it to en- 
terprifes that were beneficial to the ilate. But no fooner did 
anotlier branch alcerid the throne, and the feeptre devolve 
to a monarch, who, by the very violence of his prctenfioiis, 
was not much to be dreaded, than the nation afferted its 
rights, and entertained the ambitious thoughts of govern- 
ing itfclf. 

It was at this period that warm difputcs arofe between 
the court and the parliament. Both powers feemed to be 
making trial' of their drength by continual oppohtioii. 
The prince pretended, that an entire paflive obedience w'as 
due to him ; and that national affemblies were only the 
ornaments, not the bafis, of the conlUtution. The citizens 
loudly exclaimed againft thefe principles, always wea^ 
when they come to be difeufled ; and maintained, that the 
people were an eflential part of government, as well as the 
monarch, and, perhaps, in a higher degree. The one is 
the matter, the other the form. Now, the form may, 
and muft change, for the prefervadon of the matter. 
The fupreme law is the welfare of the people, not that of 
the prince ; the king may die, the monarchy may be at 
an end, and focicty fubfift without either monarch or 
throne. In this manner the Englifli rcafoned at the dawn 
of liberty. They quarrelled, they oppofed, and threatened 
each other. James died in the midll of the!e debate?, 
leaving his fon to difeufs his rights, with the rcfoluiion of 
extending them. 

The experience of all ages has Hiewn, that the date of 
tranquillity which follows the ellablifhmcnt of abfohue 
pow'er, occafions a coolnefs in the minds of the people, 
damps their courage, cramps their genius, aud throws a 
whole nation into an univerfal lethargy. But let us ex- 
plain the fuccelTive progreflion of this mifery ; and let the 
people be acquainted with the profound date of annihila- 
tion into vvhiuii they are funk, or with which they arc 
menaced. 
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As foon as the great ubjed, which men only view witli 
/ear and trembling, hath been raifed up in the midft; of 
the nation, the fubjeds are divided into two claiTcs. One 
of them keeps at a dirtance, from ftar ; the other ap- 
proaches this object, from ambition ; and the latter flatters 
itfelf with fecunty, from the confcioufnefs of its meannefr. 
It forms, between the defpot and the refl: of the nation, an 
order of fubaltern tyrants, not lefs fufpicious, and more 
cruel, than their mafter. One hears nothing from them 
but thefe words : the king hath faid it ; it is the king’s 
pleafure ; I have feen the king ; I have fupped with tlie 
king ; it is the king’s intention. Thefe words arc always 
lillened to with aftonifhment ; and they are foon confider- 
cd as the orders of the fovereign. Should there be any 
energy remaining, it is among the military, vvhofe fenfe of 
their own importance only ferves to make them more in- 
folent. What part doth the prieft adl in this conjuncture ? 
If he be in favour, he completes the flaviihnefs and de- 
generacy of the people by his example and by his dif- 
courfes : if he be'iiegleCted, he grows out of humour, be- 
comes factious, and feeks out fome fanatic, wlio will facrl- 
fice himfelf to his views. In all parts where there are no 
fixed laws, no juftice, no unalterable forms, no real pro- 
perty, the influence of the magiftrate is little or nothing * 
he waits only for a fignal to become whatever one may 
choofe. The great noblema‘n cringes before the prince, 
and the people cringe before the great nobleman. The 
natural dignity of man is eclipfed ; and he hath not the 
lead idea of his rights. Around the defpot, his agents and 
his favourites, the fubjedls are crufhed under foot, with the 
fame inadvertence that vve crufh the infe(51s wliich fwarm 
among the dull of our fields. Tlie morals are become 
corrupt. There comes a time when tlie mofl inordinate 
vexations, and the moll unheard-of outrages, lofc their atro- 
cious character, and no longer excite horror. Any one 
who fhould pronounce the names of virtue, of patriotifm, 
and of equity, would only be confidered as a man of too 
much warmth; an expreflion which alw^ays implies an ab- 
jedl indulgence of crimes by which we profit. The body 
of tfe nation becomes difToliitc and fuperflitious ; for def- 
potilm cannot be eflabliflicd without the interference of 
fuperftition, nor be maintained witliout its fupport ; and- 
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fcrvitude leads on to debauchery, which affords fome relief 
to the mind, and is never fuppreffed. Men of information, 
if there be any of them remaining, have their views ; they 
pay their court to the great, and profefs the religion of po- 
licy. Tyranny, leading on in its train a number of fpies 
and informers, thcfe arc confequently to be found in all 
ftates, not excepting the moff diilinguiflied of them. The 
Iqaft indifcretion affuming the hue of high trcafon, enemies 
are very dangerous, and friends become fufpicious. Men 
think little, fay nothing, and are afraid of reafoning : they 
are even alarmed at their own ideas. The philofopher 
keeps his thoughts to himfclf, as the rich man conceals his 
treafure. The man who leads the beft life is the moft un- 
known. Midruft and terror form the bafis of the general 
manners. The citizens live feparate from each other ; and 
the whole nation becomes melancholy, pufillanimous, ftupid, 
and filent. Such is the feries, fuch the fatal fymptoms, or 
the fcalc of naifery, by whiqh every nation may learn the 
degree of its own wrctchednefs. 

If, in lieu of the preceding phenonti^a, we imagine 
others that are dire(ftly contrary, they will indicate that 
motion of legiflative bodies which tends to liberty. It is 
difordcrly, it is rapid, it is violent. It is a fever, more or 
lefs ardent, but always attended with convulfions. Every 
thing announces fedition and murders. Every thing makes 
the people tremble, left a general diffolution fhould take 
place ; and if they be not deftined to experience this lall 
evil, it is in blood that their felicity muff revive. 

England experienced this in the beginning of the reign 
of Charles I, who, though not fo great a pedant as his fa- 
ther, was equally fond of authority. The divilion w^hich 
had begun between the king and the parliament, fpread it- 
fclf througliout the nation. The higlieft clafs of the nobi- 
lity, and the fccond, which was the richeft, afraid of being 
confounded with the vulgar, engaged on the fide of the 
king, from whom they derived that borrowed liiitre, which 
they returned him by a voluntary and venal bondage. As 
they ffill poffefftd moft of the confiderable land eftates, 
they engaged almoft all the country people in their party ; 
who naturally love the king, becaufe they think he fimft 
love them. London, and all the great towns, infpired by 
municipal government with the republican fpirit, declared 
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for the parliament, and drew along with them the trading 
part of the nation, who, valuing themfelves as much as the 
merchants in Holland, afpired to the. fame freedom as that 
democracy. 

Thefc divifions brought on the fiiarpeft, the moil bloody, 
and the moil obilinate, civil war ever recorded in hlilory. 
’Never did the Engliih fpirit (hew itfelf in fo dreadful a 
manner. Every day exhibited freih fccnes of violence, 
which feemed to have been already carried to the highell 
excefs ; and thefe again were outdone by others, ilill more 
atrocious. It feemed as if the nation was juft upon the 
brink of deftrudlion, and that every Briton had fworn to 
bury himfelf under the ruins of his country. 

In thisgeneral tumult, the moftmodcrate By *what men 
fought for a peaceable retreat in the the Britifb 
y\mencan iflands, which the Engliih had ijlands •were 
lately feized upon. The tranquillity they peopled. 
found there, induced others to follow 
them. While the fedition was fpreading in the mother- 
country, the colonies grew up and were peopled. The pa- 
triots who had fled from fa^ion were foon after joined by 
the royaliils, who were opprefted by the republican party, 
which had at laft prevailed. 

Both thefe were followed by thofe reillefs and fpirited 
men, whofe ftrong pafllons inlpire them with great deiircs 
and vaft projects ; who defpife dangers, hazards, and fa- 
tigues, and wiih to fee no other end to them but death or 
fortune \ who know of no medium between affluence and 
want ; equally calculated to overturn or to ferve their coun- 
try, to lay it wafte or to enrich it. 

The iflands were alfo the refugei)f merchants who had 
been unfortunate in trade, or were reduced by their credi- 
tors to a ilate of indigence and idlencfs. Unable as they 
were to fulfll their engagements, this very misfortune paved 
the way to their profperity. After a few years they re- 
turned with affluence into their own country, and met w'ith 
the higheft rcfpexft in thofe very places from whence they 
had been baniihed with ignominy and contempt. 

^his rcfource was ft ill more neceflary for young people, 
who in the firft traufports of youth had been drawn into 
excefles of debauchery and licentioufnefs. If they had not 
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quitted their country, fhame and difgrace, which never fail 
to deprefs the mind, would have prevented them from reco- 
vering either regularity of manners or public efteem. But, 
in another country, where the experience they had of vice 
might prove a leflbn of wifdom, and where they had no oc- 
cafion to attempt to remove any unfavourable impreflions, 
they found, after their misfortunes, a harbour in which they 
refted with fafety. Their induftry made amends for their 
paft follies ; and men who had left Europe like vagabonds, 
and who had difgraced it, returned honefl men, and ufeful 
members of fociety. 

All ihcfe feveral colonills had at their difpofal, for the 
clearing and tilling of their lands, the molt profligate fet 
of men of the three kingdoms, who had defei ved death for 
capital crimes ; hut who, from motives of humanity and 
good policy, were fuffered to live and to work for the bene- 
fit of tlie date. Thefe malefactors, who were tranfported 
for a term of years, wliich they were to fpend in flavery, 
became indultrious, and acquired manners, which placed 
them once more in the way of fortune. There were feme of 
lliofe, who, when reftored to fociety by the freedom they 
had gained, became planters, heads of families, and the 
owners of the bell plantations ; a proof how much it is for 
the intereft of a civilized fociety to admit this lenity in the 
penal laws, fo conformable to human nature, which is frail, 
but capable of fenfibility, and of turning from evil to 
good. 

Under 'what The mother-country, however, was 

form of govern- too much taken up with its own domellic 
merit the Britijh dilTenfions, to think of giving laws to the 
ijlands 'were idands under its dominion ; and the co- 
tflahlified, lonills were not fufficiently enlightened to 

draw up fuch a fyllcm of legillation as 
was fit for an infant fociety. While the civil war was rec- 
tifying the government in England, the colonies, jull emerg- 
ing from a Hate of infancy, formed their own conftitution 
upon the model of the mother-country. In each of thefe 
feparate fettlements, a chief reprefents the king ; a council, 
the peers ; and the deputies of the feveral dillriCfs, ^he 
commons. The general affembly cnadfs laws, regulates 
taxes, and judges of the adminiilration. The executive 
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part belongs to the governor ; who alfo occafionally deter- 
mines upon caufes which liave not been tried before, but in 
conjunction with the council, and by the majority of votes. 
But as the members of this body derive their rank from 
liim, it is feldom tliat they thwart his defigns. 

Great Britain, to reconcile her own interefts with the 
freedom of her colonies, took care that no laws fliould be 
enaCled there which w'cre inconfillent with their own. She 
hath required that her delegates Hiould take an oath, that 
in the places fubjeCl to their authority, they would never 
allow, upon any pretence whatever, any deviation from the 
regulations edabliflied for the profperity of her trade. This 
tie of an oath hath been contrived, bccaiife, as the iflands 
thcmfelves regulate and pay the greater part of the falarics 
of their chiefs, it was to be apprehended that fonie of thefe 
commanders might endeavour to excite liberality by their 
indulgence. Another check hath been put to corruption. 
It is ncceflary" that the flipend granted to the governor^ 
Ihoiild extend to the whole duration of his adminiftration ; 
and that it fiiould be the objed of the fird bill pafl’ed on his 
arrival. Thefe precautions have however appeared infuffi- 
cient to fome perfons of a dcfpotic turn of mind. Accord"* 
ingly, it hath been their opinion, to proferibe a cullom, 
which in fome meafure made thofc who iffue orders depend* 
ent upon men who were fubordinate to them ; but the par- 
liament have always refufed to make this alteration. Juftly 
dreading that fpirit of rapacioufnefs which induces men. to 
crofs the feas, they have always kept up a cuftom which 
they think proper to check the fpirit of cupidity and ty- 
ranny. It is with the fame view that they have decreed 
againft thofe governors who fliould violate the laws of the 
colonics, the fame penalties as are inflided in England on 
thofe who trefpafs upon the national conftitution. 

The parliament have likewife empowered the iflands, to 
have in the mother-country deputies appointed to take care 
of their intcrefls. Their principal duty is to obtain the 
confirmation of theflatutes pafled in the colonies. Thefe 
ads are executed provifionally ; but they do not pafs into 
a law till they have been approved of by the fovCreign. 

fandion once obtained, they can only be revoked by 
an aflembly of the colony itfelf, or by the parliament ; 
which excrcifes fupreme authority over the whole empire. - 
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The bufincfs of the agents of the {{lands at London, is the 
fame as that of the reprefentatives of the people in the Bri- 
tifh fenate. Unhappy will it be for the Hate, if ever it 
fhould difregard the clamours of the reprefentatives, who- 
ever they may be. The counties in England would rife ; 
the colonies would fhake off their allegiance in America ; 
the treafures of both worlds would be loft to the mother- 
country, and the whole empire would fall into confufton. 

The fources of public felicity have not yet been corrupt- 
ed by this improper fpirit. The fettlcments formed in the 
Weft Indies have been always attached to their own coun- 
try by the ties of blood, and by thofe of necefiity. Their 
planters have been conftantly looking up to their mother- 
country, who is ever attentive to their prefervation and 
their improvement. One might fay, that as the eagle, who 
never lofes fight of the neft where (he fofters her young, 
London feems to look down upon her colonies, and to fee 
them grow up and profper under her tender care. Her 
numberlefs veflels, covering an extent of two thoufand 
leagues with their, proud fails, form, as it w'ere, a bridge 
over the ocean ; by which they keep up an uninterrupted 
communication between both worlds. With good laws, 
which maintain what ftie has once eftablifhed, ftie preferves 
her pofTcfiions abroad without a Handing army, wliich is al- 
ways an oppreflive and ruinous burden. Two very fmall 
corps, fixed at Antigua and Jamaica, are fufficient for a 
nation which thinks, with reafon, that maritime forces, well 
maintained, kept in continual employment, and always di- 
rc£led towards the public good, are the true fortifications 
of thefe ufeful fettlements. 

By thefe beneficent regulations, dictated by humanity 
and found policy, the Englifh iflands foon grew happy, 
though not rich. Their culture was confined to tobacco, 
cotton, ginger, and indigo. Some of the enterprifing co- 
lonifts imported fugar canes from Brafil, and they multi'* 
plied prodigioufly, but to no great purpofe. They were 
ignorant of the art of managing this valuable plant, and 
drew from it fuch indifferent fugar, that it was either re- 
je^Ied in Europe, or fold at the loweft price. A feries of 
voyages to Fernambucca taught them how to make ufd of 
the treafure they had carried off ; and the Portuguefe, who 
till then had engroffed all the fugar trade, found, in 1 650, 
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in an ally, whofe induftry they thought precarious, a rival 
who was one day to fupplant them. 

The mother-country, however, had 
but a very fmall (hare in the profperity of 
her colonies. They themfelves fent their 
own commodities diredlly to all parts of 
the world, where they thought they 
would be difpofed of to moll advantage *, 
and indiferiminately admitted fliips of all 
nations into their ports. This unlimitted freedom mufl: of 
courfe throw almoil all their trade into the hands of that 
nation which, in confequence of the low intereft their money 
bears; the largcnefs of their ftock, the number of their 
{hips, and the reafonablenefs of their duties of import and 
export, could afford to make the beft terms, to buy at the 
dearefl, and fell at the cheapeft rate. Thefe people were 
the Dutch. They united all the advantages of a fuperlor 
army ; which, being ever maflcr of the held, is free in all 
its operations. They foon feized upon the profits of fo 
many produ<flion8, which they had neither planted nor ga- 
thered. Ten of their fhips were fecn in the Britifh iflands 
to one Englifh veffcl. 

The nation had paid little attention to this evil during 
the diflurbances of the civil wars, but as foon as thefe trou- 
bles were compofed, and the (late reftored to tranquillity 
by the very violence of its commotions, it began to turn its 
views towards its foreign pofTeflions. It perceived that 
thofe fubje^ls, who had as it were taken refuge in America, 
would be loft to the ftate, if foreign powers, which con- 
fumed the fruits of the induftry of the colonies, were not 
excluded. The deliberate and weighty difcullion of this 
point brought on the famous navigation a6l in 1651, which 
excluded all foreign ftiips from entering the harbours of the 
Englifh iflands, and confequently obliged their produce to 
be exported directly to the countries under the dominion of 
England. The government, though aware of the inconve- 
niencies of fuch an exclufion, was not alarmed at it, but 
confidered the empire only as a tree, the fap of which mu ft 
be n#rned back to the trunk, when it flows too freely to 
fome of the branches. 

However, this reftraining law was not then enforced in 


Means employed 
by the mother-^ 
country to fecure 
to itfelf all the 
produhions of 
the iflands. 
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Its utmoft rigour. Perhaps the fliips belonging to the mo- 
ther-country were not fufficiently numerous to carry off all 
the productions of the iflands ; perhaps, apprehenhons 
might prevail that the colonifts might be exafperated by 
fuddenly depriving their coafta of a competition which in- 
creafed the price of ther commodities. Perhaps, the plant- 
ations ffiJl required fome fupport, in order to bring their 
cultures to that degree of perfcClion that was expeCled. 
However this may be, it is certain, that the acl of naviga- 
tion was not rigoroudy put in execution till i66o. At this 
]verlod, the Englifh fugars had been fubftituted to thofe of 
Portugal, In all the northern, parts of Europe. It is to be 
fuppofed, that they would equally have fupplanted them to 
the fouth, had not tlie obligation impofed upon all the na- 
vigators to ilop at the Britiih ports before they paffed the 
llraits of Gibraltar, put an infurmountable obllacle to this 
trade. It is true, that in order to attain this fuperiority 
over the only nation that was in poffcllion of this common 
dity, the Englifh had been obliged greatly to lower the price 
of it ; but their plentiful crops made them ample amends 
for this neceffary lacrifice. If other nations were encour- 
aged by their fuccefs to raife plantations, at lead for their 
own confumption, the EngliHi opened other markets, which 
fupplied the place of the former. The only misfortune 
they experienced in a long fcries of years, was, the feeing, 
many of their cargoes taken by French privateers, and fold 
at a low price. The planter fuitained by this a double incon- 
venience, that of loling part of his fugars, and being obli- 
ged to fell the remainder below their value. 

Diminution of Notwithstanding thefe tranfient 
the advnutages piracies, which always ceafed in time of 
nvhich England peace, the. plantations dill continued to 
derived from its increafe in the Englifh iflands. All the 
iflands, produClions peculiar to America were 

more carefully attended to ; but the 
wealtliy proprietors attached themfeives more jyarticularly 
to the culture of fugar, the falc of which was coudantly in- 
creafing throughout all Europe. This prorperity cxdled 
for thefpace of half a century, when attentive men 
ed that the exportations decreafed. It was then almoll ge- 
nerally b-elieved that the colonieo were exhauded \ even the . 
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national fenate adopted this idea, not confidenn^ that if the 
foil no longer had that degree of fertility peculiar to lands 
newly cleared, it Hill retained that Ihare of fruitfulnefs 
which the earth feldom lofes, unlefs its fubftance be altered 
by the calamities or by the irregularities of nature. The 
truth was foon afcertained, and the Englifh were obliged to 
acknowledge, that the foreign marts were inlenfibly Ihut 
r.gainft Great Britain, and would foon be opened only to 
France. This kingdom, which, from its natural advanta- 
ges, and from the aeftive genius of its inhabitants, Oiould be 
toremoR in every undertaking, is foreftrained by the nature 
of its governnent, that it is the laft in becoming acquainted 
with its own intcreds. I'he French firH: procured their fii- 
gars from the Engliih. I’hey afterwards made fomc for 
their own cor.fumption, then for falc, till reftraints of every 
kind obliged them to confine themfelves merely to what 
they wanted. It was not till 1716, that their iflands began 
again to fupply other nations. The fuperlority of their foil, 
tlie advantage of frefh lands, the frugality of their planters, 
who were yet poor, all confpired to enable them to fell the 
production at a lower price than their competitors. It was 
moreover of a better quality ; accordingly, as it increafed, 
that wliich was formerly in fo great requeil, was rejected in 
all the markets. Towards the year 1740, the fugar of the 
French plantations became fufficient for general confump- 
tion, and at this period the Englifh were reduced to culti- 
vate no more than what they wanted for their own ufc. 
The quantity they made was Rill very trifling at the begin- 
ning of the century, but the ufe of tea, and the habit of 
other indulgencics, foon increafed prodigioufly the confump- 
tion of this article. 

Ear BADGES was one of tlie Britiih l^he Engli/h 
pofTeflions which furnifhed moll of this forfri a ftttle- 
commodity. This ifland, which is fltuated merit at Bar* 
to windward of all the reft, appeared to ladoes, 
have never been inhabited even by favages, 
when, in 1627, fome Englifli families went to fettle there, 
but without any interference of government. It was not 
till two years after, that a regular colony was eftablifhed 
thert^ at the expence, and by the care, of the earl of Car- 
lifle, who, on the tragical death of Charles I, was deprived 
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of a property which had been too imprudently granted him 
by that weak prince. It was found covered with fuch large 
and hard trees, that uncommon refolution and patience were 
required to fell them and root them up. The ground was 
foon cleared of this encumbrance, or ftripped of this orna- 
ment : for it is doubtful whether nature does not decorate 
her work better than man, who alters every thing for hlm- 
felf alone. Some patriots, tired of feeing the blood of their 
countrymen fpilt, went and peopled this foreign land. 
While the other colonies were rather ravaged than cultivat- 
ed by thofe vagabonds who had been driven from their na- 
tive country by poverty or licentioufnefs, Barbadoes daily 
received new inhabitants, who brought along with them 
not only their flock of money, but a turn for labour, cour- 
age, adlivlty, and ambition ; thofe vices and virtues whicli 
are the effe^l of civil wars. 

By thefe means, an ifland, which is no more than feven 
leagues in length, from two to five in breadth, and eighteen 
in circumference, attained, in lefs than forty years, to a po- 
pulation of more than a hundred thoufand fouls, and to a 
trade.that employed four hundred fliips, of 150 tons burthen 
each. Never had the earth beheld fuch a number of plant- 
ers collc£led In fo fmall a compafs, or fo many rich produc- 
tions raifed in fo fhort a time. The labours, dire^led by 
Europeans, were performed by flaves pnrehafed in Africa, 
or even flolcn in America. This new fpccies of barbarity 
was but a ruinous kind of prop for a new edifice, and very 
nearly occafioned the fubverfion of it. 

Conff)lracy Some Englifhmen, who had landed on 

formed by the the coafls of the continent to get flaves, 
Jlaves in Bar- were difeovered by the Carlbs, who were 
badoes* the obje^ls of their fcarch. Thefe fava- 

ges fell upon them, and put them all to 
death or to flight. A young man, who had been long pur- 
fued, ran into a wood ; where an Indian woman meeting 
him, faved his lif<^) concealed and fed him, and fome time 
after condudled him to the fea-fide. His companions were 
lying at anchor there, waiting for the men they miffed, and 
fent the boat to fetch him. His deliverer infifled fol- 
lowing him on-board the fhip. They were no fooner’land- 
cd at Barbadoes, but the monfler fold her who had faved 
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his life, and had beftowed her heart, as well as her per Ton, 
upon him. To vindicate the honour of the Englifh nation, 
one of their poets has recorded this fhocking inftance of 
avarice and perfidy, to be abhorred by pofierity ; it has 
been told in feveral languages, and held out to the detcft'* 
ation of all foreign nations. 

The Indians, who were not bold enough to undertake 
to revenge themfelves, imparted their refcntment to the ne- 
groes, who had ftronger motives, if poUible, for hating the 
Englifh. The flaves unanimoufly vowed the death of their 
tyrants. This confpiracy was carried on with luch fecrccy, 
that, the day before it was to have been carried into execu- 
tion, the colony had not the leaft fufpicion of it. But, as 
if generofity was always to be the virtue of the wretched, 
one of the leaders of the plot informed his mailer of it. 
Letters were immediately difpatchcd to all the plantations, 
and came in time to prevent the impending deflrudlion. 
The following night the flaves were feized in their huts^ the 
moil guilty were executed at break of day ; and this a6l of 
feverity reduced the reft to obedience. 

They have never revolted fince, and Prefent Jiate 
yet the colony hath declined confiderably of Earhadoes, 
from its former profperity. It ftill reckons 
ten thoufand white people, and fifty thoufand negroes ; 
but the crops are not anfw'erable to the population. In 
the moil favourable feafons, they do not amount to more 
than twenty millions weight of fugar, and are very often 
below ten millions ; and yet to obtain this trifling produce, 
expences are required much more confiderahle than were 
ncceflary for double the produce in the beginning. 

The foil of the colony, which is no more than a rock of 
calcareous ftone, covered with very little earth, is entirely 
exhauftod. It is necelfary to make a deep opening in it 
every year, and to fill up with manure the holes which 
have been made. The moft ordinary of thefe manures is 
the varec, a fea-wced which is periodically thrown upon 
the coaft by the fea-tide. The fugar-canes are planted in 
this fea-weed. The natural foil is of little more ufe in the 
growth of them, than the chefts in which the orange trees 
are f ut in Europe. 

The fugar which is produced by thefe cultures, hath 
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generally fo little confidence, that it cannot be exported in 
its raw date, but mud previoudy be earthed ; a method 
which is not followed in the other Englifh fettlements, 
although it be not prohibited there, as feveral writers have 
advanced. One great proof of its bad quality is, that it 
is fooner reduced to molafics than anywhere elfe. The 
droughts, which are fo frequent at Barbadoes fince the 
country hath been entirely laid open, ferve to complete the 
misfortunes of the inhabitanis of this ifland, which was for- 
merly in fo floiiriihing a Hate. 

Accordingly, thougli the taxes do not amount annually 
to more than 136,291 livres [5,678!. 15s. lod.] paid by a 
trifling poll-tax upon the negroes and by fome other im* 
pods, the colonids are reduced to a date of mediocrity 
which approaches to indigence. This fituation prevents 
them from leaving the care of their plantations to agents, 
ill order to go and inhabit milder climates. It even renders 
them inhuman towards their flaves, whom they treat with 
a degree of cruelty unknown in the other colonies. 

Barbadoes was very lately the only trading poffefliori 
belonging to the EngliHi in the Windward illands. The 
fhips coming from Africa ufed generally to put in there. 
'I’bey delivered their cargo to one fingle piirchafer, and at 
a fettled price, without didindlion of either age or fex 
in the bargain. I’hefe negroes, thus bought in the 
wholefale way by the merchants, were fold in retail in the 
ifland itfelf, or in the other Englilh fettlements, and the 
refufe of them was either clandeftinely or openly introduc- 
ed in the colonies of the other nations. 'This great trade 
hath confiderably decreafed. Hence mod of the other 
Britifh iflands have chofen to receive their flaves diredlly 
from Guinea, and have fuhmltted to the eflablifhed cuftom 
of paying for them with bills of exchange at ninety days 
fight. This cieclii, which was inluiiicicnt, hath fince been 
extended t<) a twelvemonth, and it hath frequently been 
neceffiUy to prolong it even beyond that term. 

Before this revolution, a confiderablc quantity of fpccie 
was in circulation at Barbadoes. The little coin which is 
at prefent dill found there, is Spanifh ; it is confidered as 
merchandize, and is only taken by weight. The tiavy 
which is appropriated to tin's fettkment confids of a\few 
vefTcIs, which are necefTary for its feveral correfpondcnces, 
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and of about forty (loops, employed in the fifliery of the 
hying-filh. 

Barbadoes is generally even, and every where fufceptible 
of cull i vatic 11, except in a very fmall number of hollow 
ways. It is only at the centre that the territory rifes im- 
perceptibly, and forms a kind of mountain, covered up to 
its fummit with plantations equally convenient and agree- 
able, becaufe they were all ellablifhed in times of great 
opulence. The ifland is not watered with rivers, but 
fprings of water fit for drinking are rather common in it ; 
and it is interfedled from one end to another by very fine 
roads. Thcfe all terminate at Bridgetown ; a town badly 
fituatcd but well built, where the commodities defiined for 
exportation are embarked, although it be only a road open 
to fcveral winds. 

The colony, divided into eleven pa- Is Barbadoes 
rlfhes, doth not afford one pod where an capable of mak* 
enemy, once landed, could be flopped ; ing a good dc* 
and the landing, which is not polTible in fence, 
fcveral parts of tlie coaft, is very practicable 
in others, notwithftanding the redoubts and batteries plant- 
ed to prevent it. Military men think, that the furefi way 
of fuccceding in an attack, would be to make it between 
the capital and the town of Hole-town. 

This enterprife would require more confiderable forces 
than might be imagined, confidering chat Barbadoes hath 
no regular troops. It is filled with planters of fmall 
ftature, brave and adive, accuftomed to military exercifee, 
and who probably would make fcarce lefs rcfi fiance than a 
mercenary army. The armament deli-ncd for this cun- 
quefi lliould be difpatched from Europe ; if it were formed 
at Martinico, or at any other fctiiement fituaicd to lee- 
ward, the Englifh fquadroiis wdiich would Ijc in thofe 
latitudes, might block up the port wbeic t/ic expedition 
was preparing, or might arrive at Barbadoes time enough 
to difiurb the operations of the befiegei s. 

This ifland is to the windward of all the others, and yet 
no great advantage can be reaped from its pofition, con- 
fideird in a military light. It hath only fuch harbours as 
are fit to receive vcficis that come to trade there ; and 
t.hoDgh it be kfs expofed to florms and to huiricanes than 
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the neighbouring latitudes, it doth not offer at any time a 
fecure afylum to men of war, and dill lefs during the laft 
fix months of the year, when the lea is more ttmpciluou''-. 
The mother-country hath thercfoie formed no naval ef- 
tablifhment upon it. The national fquadrons aie never 
ftationed there ; and if any of them fometimes appear, it is 
only for a little while. Thus it was, that, in 1761 and in 
1762, during the fine weather in the months of January 
and February, the fleets dellined for the conqucll of Mar- 
tinico and of the Havannah were affembled there. 

Events at An* AntiguAi which hath a circular 
tigua* Produc- form, and is about twenty miles long, was 
tionsi expences^ found totally uninhabited by thofe few 
and importance^ Frenchmen who fled thither in 2628, 
of It, upon being driven from St. Chriftopher’s 

by the Spaniards. The want of fprings, 
which doubtlcfs was the rcafon why no favages had fettled 
there, induced thofe fugitives to return, as foon as they 
could regain their former habitations. Some Englifhmcn, 
more enterpriling than either the French or the Caribs, 
flattered themfelves that they fliould overcome this g»eat 
obftacle, by collec^ling the rain-water in cifterns ; and they 
therefore fettled there. The year in which this fettlement 
was begun is not exaftly known ; but it appears that in 
January 1640 there were about thirty families on the 
ifland. 

The number was not much increafed, when lord Wil- 
loughby, to whom king Charles II had granted the pro- 
perty of Antigua, fent over a conliderable number of in- 
habitants at his own expence in 1666. It is probable they 
would never have enriched themfelves by the culture of 
tobacco, indigo, and ginger^ the only commodities they 
dealt in, had not Colonel Codrington introduced into the 
ifland, which was then rellored to the dominion of the 
ftatc, a fource of wealth, in the year 1680, by the culture 
of fugar. This being at firft black, harfli, and coarfc, 
was reje^Ied in England, and could only be difpofed of in 
Holland, and in the Hanfe towns, where it fold at a much 
lower price than that of the other colonies. By theynofl; 
afliduous labour, art got the better of nature, and brought 
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this fugar to as great a perfedlion, and t6 fell for as high a 
price, as any other. 

Every one was then defiroiis of extending this culture. 
In 1741 it employed three thoiifand five hundred and 
thirty-eight white men, and twenty-feven thoufand four 
hundred and eighteen negroes. Since that period, the 
number of free men hath been much diminifhed, and that 
of the flaves is confiderably increafed. Their united la- 
bours produce eighteen or twenty million weight of raw 
fugar, and a proportionate quantity of rum. This income 
is confiderably lefs in thofe fcafons, which occur too fre- 
quently, when the colony is afflidled with drought; and 
for this reafon it is very much indebted. 

All the tribunals are ellablifhed at St. Johns, fituated 
to the weft of the iftand. The greateft part of the trade 
hath been likewilc concentrated in that town. Unfor- 
tunately, its port is clofed up by a bar, upon which there 
is no more than twelve feet of water. If the depth of 
water (hould ftill dccreafe, the navigatois will take in their 
cargoes to the north of the colony, in the road of Parham, 
which is much preferable to the one they now frequent, 
but which is infinittly lefs convenient for the colledliiig of 
the commodities. 

Motives of great importance fhould excite England to 
prevent, by all poffible means, the decline of fo valuable a 
fettlement. It is the only bulwark of the numerous and 
fmall iflands which that country polfefles in thefe latitudes. 
They all depend upon Antigua, and upon the Englifh 
Harbour, an excellent port, where the naval forces defign- 
ed for their proteftion, anchor, and where the fquadrons 
find colleded in arfenals, and in well-ftocked magazines, 
the arcicics neceftary to carry on their operations. The 
maintenance of the fmall fortifications which furround the 
two principal harbours ; part of the pay of fix hundred 
men, intrufted with their defence ; the colls occafioned by 
the artillery ; all thefe expences are defrayed by the colony, 
and abforb two thirds of the 272,582 livres [11,357!. 
IIS. 8J.J which it is obliged to require annually from its 
inhabitants. 

This is too great a burthen. In order to diminifti the 
w^ght of it, the aflembly of the ifland thought of laying 
a tax upon thofe proprietors who fhould refidc in Europe : 

4 
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but the mother-country annulled a regulation which was 
evidently injurious to the liberty of individuals. The co- 
lony then ordered, that the planters Hiould for the future 
have only one white man, or tw^o white women, to every 
fet of thirty negroes. This law, which was adopted by 
fevcral other iflands, is not much attended to, becaufe it is 
lefs cxpenfive to tranfgrefs it, than to maintain free men, 
whoCe attendance cannot be compelled. Tlie penalties, 
thorefore, vddeh are regulated for punifhing the tranfgref- 
fion of this law, are l)ccome one of the greateit refources 
of the public trcalury of that fcttlemcnt. 

Its legiflative body hath fometimes difplayed a remark- 
able Hiare of courage. The Englifh iflands have no coin 
which belongs properly to themlclves : that which is cir- 
culated there is all foreign. The mother-country thought 
it neceffary to fettle tlie value of it in the beginning of the 
century. This arrangement was judged to be contrary to 
the intcreft of the colony, who themlelves fettled it upon a 
lu’ghcr footing. It was natural to imagine, that parliament 
would annul an adl fo repugnant to their authority. The 
lawyers agreed, if that event ihould take place, never to 
lend their afliilance to any of thofe who flioiild have re- 
fufed to accept the coin at tlie price fixed by the af- 
fcmbly. 

Another occurrence exhibited, in a ftill flronger light, 
the kind of fpirit which prevailed at Antigua. Tlie go- 
vernor, Colonel Park, fetting equally at defiance the laws 
of morality and decency, was unreltrained and intemperate 
ill all lus proceedings. The colony demanded, and ob- 
tained, his recal. As he did not feem difpofed to depart, 
fcveral of the mod confiderablc inhabitants went to expof- 
tulate with him, in the llrongelt terms, iqxm this kind of 
difobedicnce. They were repulfed with brutality by hks 
guards. The people took up arms, and the tyrant was 
attacked in his own houfe, and malfacred. His body was 
then thrown naked into the Ilreet, and mutilated by thofe 
whofe bed he had dilhonoured. The mother-country , 
more moved by the facred rights of nature than jealous of 
her own authority, overlooked an atd which her vigilance 
ought to have prevented, but which fhc was too equitable 
to revenge. It is only the part of tyranny to excite a re- 
bellion, and then to quench it in the blood of the opprefled. 
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Machiavelifm, which teaches princes the art of being feared 
and detelled, dire<fts theni to ftifle the viftims whofe cries 
grow importunate. Humanity prcfcribes to kings, juftice 
in legiflation, mildnefs in government, lenity to prevent 
iufurredions, and mercy to pardon them. Religion en- 
joins obedience to the people ; but God, above all things, 
requires equity in princes. If they violate it, innumer- 
able witnefles will rife up againft a fingle man at the final 
judgment. 

The council of Antigua doth not extend its jurifdidlion 
over the neighbouring iflands, which have all their parti- 
cular aflemblies : but the governor of Antigua is alfo go- 
vernor of the other iflands, except Barbadoes, which, on 
account of its pofition and importance, hath deferved par- 
ticular dIftin6fioi]. This governor-general mull pay an 
annual vifit to the places under his authority ; and he 
iifually begins his tour by Montferrat. 

This ifland, difeovered in 1493 ^7 State of the fet^ 
Columbus, and occupied in 1632 by the tJement formed 
Englifli, is only eight or nine leagues in hy the Engli/h 
circumference. The favages, who lived at Montferrat^ 
peaceably in it, were expelled, according 
to cuflom, by the ufurpers. This acl of injiiflice was not 
at firll followed with any veiy fortunate circumflances. 
The progrefs of tlie new fettlerncut was for a long time fo 
dow, that fix and fifty years after its foundation it fcarcc 
contained feven hundred inhabitants. It was not till to- 
wards the end of the century, that the population, both in 
white men and negroes, became as numerous as it could 
be in fo confined a pofrefiion. Sugar-canes were then fub- 
(lituted CO commodities of little value, which had occafion- 
ed their planters to languifh in a date of mifery. War and 
the elements overthrew, at fevcral intervals, the beft-fonnd- 
ed expectations, and obliged the colonifts to contradt debts 
which are not yet paid off. At the prefent period, the 
aftivity of a thouiand free perfons, and the labours of 
eight thoufand flaves, produce five or fix millions weight 
of raw fugar, upon plains of little extent, or in vallies 
which are fertilized by the waters falling from the moun- 
tain* One of the difadvantages of this ifland, the public 
exp Aces of which do not exceed annually 49,887 livres 
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[^2,0781. I 2 S. 6d.j is, that it has not one fingle harbour 
where the lading and unlading can cafily be made. The 
fhips would even be in danger upon tliefe coafts, if the 
mailers did not take care, when they fee a ftorm approach- 
ing, to put out to fea, or to take fhelter in fome neigh- 
bouring harbour. Nevis is expofed to the fame incon- 
venience. 

jincient manners The moft generally received opinion 
0 ind prefent Jiate is, that the Englifh fettled on this ifland 
cf the tjland of in 1628. It is properly nothing more 

Nevis, than a very high mountain, of an eafy 

afeent, and crowned with tall trees. The 
plantations lie all round, and, beginning at the fea-fide, are 
continued almoft to the top of the mountain ; but the 
higher they Hand, the Icfs fertile they are, becaufe the 
foil grows more ftony. This ifland is watered by many 
ftreams, which would be fo many fources of plenty, if they 
did not in ilormy weather fvvell into torrents, wa(h away the 
lands, and deftroy the treafures they have produced. 

The colony of Nevis was a model of virtue, order, and 
piety. Thefe exemplary manners have been owing to the 
paternal care of the firft governor. This incomparable man 
infpired all the inhabitants, by his own example, with a love 
of labour, a reafonable economy, and innocent recreations. 
The perfon who commanded, and tbofe who obeyed, were 
all actuated by the fame principle of the ftridleft equity. So 
rapid was the progrels of this fingular fettlement, that, if 
we may credit all the accounts of thofe times, it foon con- 
tained 10,000 white people and 20,000 blacks. Admitt- 
ing even that fuch a population, upon a territoiy of two 
leagues in length and one in breadth, fliould be exagger- 
ated, ftill it will fhew the amazing but infallible ene£l 
of virtue, in promoting the profperity of a* well-regulated 
ibciety. 

But even virtue itfclf will not fecure either individuals 
or focieties from the calamities of nature, or from the in- 
juries of fortune. In 1689 a dreadful mortality fwept 
away half this happy colony. It was ravaged in 1706 by 
a French fquadron, which earned off three or four thou- 
sand Haves. The next year the ruin of this iflandlwa* 
omplcted, by the moft violent hurricane ever recorded. 

4 
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Since this feries of difafters, it has recovered a little. It 
contains fix hundred free men and five thoufand flaves, the 
taxes upon whom do not exceed 45,000 livres [1875I.] 
and who fend to England three or four millions weight of 
raw fugar, the whole of which is fliipped ur.der the walls of 
the agreeable city called Charleftown. Perhaps thofe who 
repine moll at the dellrudlion of the Americans and the 
flavcry of the Africans, would receive fome confolation if 
the Europeans were everywhere as humane as the Englifh 
have been in this ifland of Nevis, and if all the iflands in 
America were as well cultivated in proportion ; but na- 
ture and fociety afford few inttances of fuch miraculous 
profperity. 

Saint Christophers was the nur- Account of St. 
fery of all the Englilh and French colo- Chr'ijiophers. 
nies in America. Both nations arrived 
there on the fame day, in 1625. They fhared the ifland 
between them, figned a perpetual neutrality, and entered 
into a mutual engagement to afllft each other againft tl eir 
common enemy the Spaniard, who for a century pall had 
invaded or dillurbed the two hcmifpheres. Unfortnnaloly, 
by an inconfiderate kind of convention, hunting, fiflTiing, f he 
woods, the harbours, and the falt-pits, had all been icli. in 
common. This arrangement mixed too many perloas to- 
gether, who could not be agreeable to each other, and 
jealoufy foon divided thofe whom a temporary interell had 
united. This fatal paffion created daily quarrels, fleir- 
milhes, and devallations ; but thefe were only domeftic 
animolitics, in which the refpedlive governments took no 
part. Concerns of greater importance having, in 1666, 
kindled between the two mother.countries a war, which 
continued almoft uninterruptedly during the remainder of 
the century, their fubjeds in St. Chrillophers fought with 
a degree of obllinacy that was not to be found elfewhere. 
Sometimes conquerors and fometlmes conquered, they al- 
ternately drove each other from 'their plantations. This 
long contell, in wliich both parties alternately had the ad- 
vantage, was termiriated by the total cxpulfion of the 
French in 1702 •, and the peace of Utrecht cut off all their 
hopjs of ever returning thither. 

was no great facnlicc for a people who had never 
Vol. V. B 
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ferioufly attended to the care of cultivating produdlions 
upon their domain. Their population amounted but to 
667 white people, of all ages and both fexes, 29 free 
blacks, and 659 flaves. All their herds confided only of 
265 head of horned cattle, and 157 horfes. They culti- 
vated nothing but a little cotton and indigo, and had but 
one fingle fugar plantation. 

Though the Englilli had for a long time made a greater 
advantage of this ifland, yet they did not immediately reap 
all the benefit they might have done from having the foie 
poflefllon of it. This conqueft was for a long time a prey 
to rapacious governors, who fold the lands for their own 
profit, or gave them away to their creatures, though they 
could only warrant the duration of the fale, or grant, 
during the term of their adminiftration. The parliament 
of England at length remedied this evil, by ordering, that 
all lands fhould be put up to auftion, and the purchafe- 
money paid into the public coffers. After this prudent 
regulation, the new plantations were as well cultivated as 
the old ones. 

The ifiand, which is in general narrow, but very un- 
equally fo, may have an extent of thirty-fix leagues fquare. 
Mountains, thick fet and ban*en, though covered with 
verdure, and which occupy one third of the territory, in- 
ter fedf it almoft throughout its whole length. From the 
foot of thefe mountains iffue an infinite number of fprings, 
which, unfortunately, are for the moft part dried up in the 
dry feafons. Scattered over the plain we meet with a 
number of agreeable, neat, and convenient habitations, 
which are ornamented with avenues, fountains, and groves. 
The tafte for rural life, which the Englifli have retained 
more than any other civilised nation in Europe, prevails in 
the higheft degree at St. Chriftophers. They never had 
the leail occafion to form thcmfelves into fmall focieties, in 
order to pafs away the time; and, if the French had not 
left there a fmall town, where their manners are preferved, 
they would ftill be unacquainted with that kind of focial 
life which is produdlive of more altercations than pleafures ; 
which is kept up by gallantry, and terminates in debauch- 
ery ; which begins with convivial joys, and ends in the 
quarrels of gaming. Infiead of thisjmagc of union, which 
is in fadl only a beginning of difeord, the reprefcntalves 
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of the proprietors, who are almoft all of them fettled in 
Europe, the number of which amounts to eighteen hun- 
dred, live upon the plantations ; from whence they gather, 
by the labour of twenty-four or twenty-five thoufand 
(laves, eighteen millions weight of raw fugar, which is the 
fined in the New World. This produce enables the 
colony to provide with cafe for the public expences, 
which do not annually exceed 68,145 livres 10 fols [2,839!. 
7s. iid.] 

It was at St. Chriftophers, that in 1756 was exhibited a 
fcenc worthy of being recounted. 

A NEGKO had, from his childhood. Wretched cata^ 
partook of the amufements of his young Jlrophes that 
mafter. This familiarity, which is com- have happened 
monly fo dangerous, extended the ideas at St. Chrtfto- 
of the Have, without altering his cha- phers. 
rafter. Quazy foon deferved to be chofen 
overfeer over the labours and over the plantations ; and he 
difplaycd in that important poll; an uncommon fliare of 
underltanding and an indefatigable zeal. His conduft and 
his talents increafed his favour, w^hich appeared to be un- 
alterably fixed, when this direftor, hitherto fo much be- 
loved and fo much diftinguilhed, was fufpefted of having 
infringed the eftablifhed law's of the police, and publicly 
threatened with an humiliating punilhment. 

A (lave who hath for a long time efcaped chaflifement, 
inflifted too readily and too frequently upon his equals, is 
infinitely jealous of that diftinftion. Quazy, who dreaded 
fiiame more than the grave, and who did not flatter himfelf 
wdth being able to avert the fentence pronounced againft 
him by his entreaties, went out in the midft of the night, 
in order to obtain a powerful mediation. His mafter un- 
fortunately perceived him, and attempted to ftop him. 
They grappled with each other ; and thefe two dexterou# 
and vigorous champions wreftled for fome time with varied 
fuccefs. At length the (lave threw down his inflexible , 
mafter, and kept him in that difagreeable fituation ; when, 
patting a dagger to his bread, he addreffed him in the 
following terms : 

Mafter, I have been brought up with you. Your 
“ pleafurcs have been mine. heart hath never known 

B 2 
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any Other intcrefts than yours. I am innocent of the 
trifling offence of which I am accufed ; but had I even 
been guilty of it, you ought to have forgiven me. All 
“ my fenfes are roufed with indignation at the rccollc(flion 
“ of the affront which you are preparing for me ; and thus 
it is that I will avoid it.^’ On faying thefc words, he 
cut his own throat, and fell down dead, without curfing the 
tyrant, whom he covered with his blood. 

In the fame ifland, love and friend fliip have been fignal- 
jzed by a tragic event, which hath never been paralleled 
cither in fable or in hiftory. 

Two negroes, both young, handfome, rebuff, cou- 
rageous, and born with a foul of an uncommon caff, had 
been fond of each other from their infancy. Partners in 
the fame labours, they were united by their fulferings ; 
which, in feeling minds, form a flronger attachment than 
pleafiires. If they were not happy, they comforted each 
other at leaf I in their mifery. Love, which generally ob- 
literates the remembrance of all misfortunes, ferved only to 
make theirs complete. A negro girl, who was likewife 
a flave, and whole eyes fparkled, no doubt, with greater 
vivacity and lire from the contrail of her dark complexion, 
excited an equal flame in the hearts of thefe two friends. 
The girl, who was more capable of infpiring than of feel- 
ing a ftrong paflion, would readily have accepted either; 
but neither of them would deprive his friend of her, or 
yield her up to him. Time ferved only to increafe the 
torments they fullered, without affecfing their fricndlhip 
or their love. Oftentimes did tears of anguilh llream from 
their eyes, in the midli of the demonftrations of friendlhip 
they gave each other, at the fight of the too beloved ob- 
ject that threw them Into dcfpair. They fometimes fworc 
that they would love her no more, and that they would 
rather part with life than forfeit their friendlhip. The 
whole plantation was moved at the fight of thefc conflidfs. 
The love of the two friends fur the beautiful negro girl 
was the topic of cveiy converfation. 

One day they followed her into a wood ; there each 
embraced her, clafped her a thoufand times to his heart, 
fvvore all the oaths of attachment, and called her every 
tender name that love could fuggeft ; when, fuddcily, 
'Without fpeaking or looking at each other, they both 
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plunged a dagger into her bread. She expired, and thef 
mingled their tears and groans with her laft breath. They 
roared aloud, and made the wood refound with their vio- 
lent outcries. A have came running to their afilftance, 
and faw them at a diftance difling the vid:im of their ex 
traordinary paflion with their kines. He called out to 
fome others, who foon came up, and found thefc two 
friends embracing each other upon the body of this un- 
happy girl, and bathed in her blood, while they thcml'elves 
were expiring in the ilrcams that flowed from their own 
wounds. 

Thefc lovers and thefc friends were flaves. Is it in fo 
degrading a llatlon that we fee fuch a£flons as mud adonifti 
the whole world ? If there can be a man who is not druck 
with horror and compadion at the greatnefs of this fero*- 
clous love, Nature mull have formed him, not for the 
(lavery of the negroes, but for the tyranny of their mai- 
lers. Such a man muft have lived without commiferating 
others, and will die without comfort ; he mud never have 
ihed a tear, and none will ever be Ihed for him. 

Barbuda, which belongs entirely to Particulanties 
the Codrington family, and the circum- concerning Bar^^ 
ference of which is dx or feven leagues, buda, 
hath dangerous coads. This is perhaps 
the mod even of all the American iflands. The trees 
which cover it arc weak, and not very high, bccaufc there 
are never more than dx or feven inches of earth upon a 
layer of lime-done. Nature hath placed great plenty of 
turtles here ; and caprice hath occafioned the fending 
thither of deer, and feveral kinds of game ; chance hath 
filled the woods with pintados, and other fowls, efcaped 
from the vedcls after fome (hip wreck. Upon this foil are 
fed oxen, horfes, and mules, for the labours of the neigh- 
bouiing fettlements. No other culture is known there, 
except that of the kind of corn which is nccedary for the 
feeding of the numerous herds, in thofe feafons when the 
pallure fails. Its population is reduced to three hundred 
and fifty (laves, and to the fmall number of free men who are 
appointed to overlook them. This private property pays no 
tribute to the nation, though it be fubje^f to the tribunal* 
ofiAntigua. The air here is very pure and very whole- 
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fome. FormeHy, the fickly people of the other Englifh 
iflands went to breathe it, in order to ftop tho, progrels of 
their difeafea, or to recover their ftrength. This cullom 
hath ccafcd, hnce fome of them have indulged themfelves 
in parties of deftrudlive chafe. 

Muft men then be fuffered to peridi in order that ani- 
mals fhould be prcferved ? How is it poflible that fo atro- 
cious a cuftom, which draws down the imprecation of 
almoft all Europe upon the fovereigns and upon the lords 
of our countries, fhould be fuffered, and fhould even be 
cftablifhed, beyond the feas ? I have afked this queftion, 
and I have been anfwered, that the ifland belonged to the 
Codringtons ; and that they had a right to difpofe of their 
property at their pleafure. I now afie, Whether this right 
of property, which is undoubtedly facred, hath not its 
limits ? Whether this right, in a variety of circumftanccs, 
be not facrificed to public good ? Whether the man who 
is in poffeflion of a fountain, can ref life water to him- 
who is dying with thirfl ? Whether any of the Codringtoa 
family would partake of one of thofe precious pintados, 
that had coll his countryman or his fellow-creature his 
life ? Whether the man who fhould be convicted of having 
fuffered a fick perfon to die at his door, would be fufBU 
ciently punifhed by the general execration ? And whether 
he would not deferve to be dragged before the tribunals of 
jufiice as an affalfin I Poffeffor of Barbuda, thou art the 
affafUn of all thofe whom thou dofl deprive of the falubrity^ 
of the air, which would have preferved them ; and if this 
circumllancc fhould not drive thee to defpair upon thy 
death-bed, it is becaufe thine heart will bid defiance to the 
divine jufiice ! Haften, therefore, to recal that fhamclefs 
reprefentative, who, in his concern for a feraglio of mu- 
latto women, in whom, it is faid, all his delights are cen- 
tered, rigoroufly purfues the execution of your barbarous 
prohibition. 

Wretched Jlate Anguilla is feven or eight leagues 

Qf the colony of in length, and is very unequal in its 
Anguilla* breadth, which never exceeds two league^. 

Neither mountains, nor woods, nor rivers, 
are found upon it, and its foil is nothing more tlun 
chalk, ■ 
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Some wandering Engliftimen fettled upon this poroua 
and friable rock towards the year 1650. After an obftinate 
labour, they at length fuccecded in obtaining from this 
kind of turf a little cotton, a fmall quantity of millet*feed, 
and fome potatoes. Six veins of vegetating earth, which 
were in procefs of time difeovered, received fugar canes, 
which, in the belt harveft, yield no more than fifty thou- 
fand weight of fugar, and fometimes only five or fix thou- 
fand. Whatever elfe comes out of the colony hath been 
introduced into it clandeftinely from Santa Cruz, where 
the inhabitants of Anguilla have formed fevcral planta- 
tions. . 

In feafons of drought, which are but too frequent, the 
ifland hath no other refource but in a lake, the fait of 
which is fold to the people of New England ; and in the 
fale of fheep and goats, which thrive better in this dry 
climate, and upon thefe arid plains, than in the red of 
America. 

Anguilla reckons no more than two hundred free inha- 
bitants, and five hundred flaves. Ncverthelefs, it hath an 
affembly of its own, and even a chief, who is always 
chofen by the inhabitants, and confirmed by the governor 
of Antigua. A foreigner who fhould be fent to govern 
this feeble fettlcment, would infallibly be driven away by 
men who have preferved fomething of the independent 
manners, and of the rather favage charafter of their an- 
ceftors, , 

The coaft of this ifland affords but two harbours ; and 
even in thefe very fmall veffels only can anchor. They are 
both defended by four pieces of cannon, which, for half a 
century pad, have been entirely unfit for fervice. 

The Virgin iflands are a group of T'ortola the only 
about lixty fmall iflands, mod of them one of the Vir- 
mountainous, dry, and arid, where the gin ^ands cul^ 
Spaniards of Porto- Rico were for a long tivated by the 
time alone employed in catching turtle, Englifh. 
which were very plenty there. The 
Dutch had juR begun a fmall fettlcment at Tortola, one 
of the bed of thefe iflands, and that which hath the fafeft; 
harbour, when, in 1666, they were driven from it by the 
Dnglifh ; who foon after difperfed themfclvcs over the 
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neighbouring fmall iflands and rocks. There they lived, 
during near a century, like favages, employed folely in the 
culture of cotton. It was not till after the peace of 1748 
that their induftry was turned towards fugar, of which they 
have fince regularly fent to the mother-country foi|r or five 
millions wei^t. 

Before this period, there had not been any regular form 
of government, nor any public worfhip, at Tortola. Both 
the one and the other have been very recently eftablifhed ; 
and what perhaps was more difficult to bring about, the 
inhabitants have been prevailed upon to pay the treafury 
four and a half per cent, on the going out of their produc- 
tions. A prudent adminiftration would have folicited a bill 
to fecure the feveral properties, all, or almoft all, of which 
have been tranfmitted in an irregular manner ; and if they 
were juridically attacked, there aie few colonifts who might 
not be legally ruined. 

Here then is an inilance, at Tortola, of the government 
being very eager to draw money from the colonies, and 
caring very little about fecuring their felicity, although it 
would have coft them only a little benevolence, without any 
kind of facrifice# Is it poffible to fay to men in a more 
impudent manner, “ You are nothing to us ; you have only 
** to continue ftill to pay us ; and when you ffiall no longer 
“ be able to do it, you may periffi, you may die ; we care 
“ very little about the matter? The concern we take in 
“ your fate is in proportion to the Turns you, fupply us 
** with.^’ Such inhuman fentiments are never uttered in 
any place; but dill this is the way in which people think 
and a(£t in all parts. Subjects arc everywhere treated 
we do the mines, \v\.*cVi we ceafe to attend to when they 
yield no more ore. it is everywhere forgotten, that, with 
a fmall fhare of juftice and prote< 51 ion, they would becon^e 
an inexliauftiblc fund. Empires in all parts think them- 
felves eternal, and thofe who govern them condudl theiir- 
felves as if they had not one day to laft. The fame danger 
that threatens Tortola, does not extend ilfelf to Jamaica. 

Defcrlption of ■ This idand, which lies to leeward 
famaica. of the other Englini iflands, and which 

geographers have ranked among tire 
greater Antilles, may he forty-three or forty-four leagues' in 
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length, and fixteeii or feventeen in its greateft breadth. It 
is interfe£Ied with fever al ridges of high craggy mountain#, 
where dreadful rocks are heaped one upon another. Their 
barrennefa does not prevent their being covered all over 
with a prodigious quantity of trees of different kinds, that 
flrike their roots through the clefts of the Vocks, and aitradt 
the moifture that is depofited there by ftorms and frequent 
fogs. This perpetual verdure, kept up and embellifhcd by 
a multitude of plentiful cafeades, makea a conftant fpring 
all the year round, and exhibits the molt enchanting pro^ 
peft in nature. But thefe waters, which fall from the 
barren fummits, and fertilize the plains below, are brackifh 
and unwholefome. The climate is Hill more dangerous. 
Gf all the American iflands, Jamaica is the moft dellruc- 
tive. Men perifh there very rapidly ; and although tlie 
lands have been cleared for two centuries paft, yet there are 
Itill fome very fruitful diftri^ts, even near the capital, where 
a free man would not pafs the night, unlefs in a cafe of 
extreme neceflity. 

Columbus difeovered this great iiland The Spaniardf 
in 1494, but made no fettlement there, difeover 
Eight years after, he was thrown upem it makay and fetth 
by a ftorm. Having loft his fhips, and there* 
being unable to get away, he implored the 
humanity of the favages, who gave him all the afliftance 
that natural pity fuggells. But thefe people, who culti- 
vated no more land than what was juft fufticifiit to fupply 
tlieir own wants, fooa grew tired of fu pporting ft rangers, 
to the inanifeft riik of darving themfelves, and infenllbly 
withdrew from their neighbourhood. 'Bhe Spaniards, who 
had already indifpofed the Indians againft them by repeated 
utis of violence, grew outrageous, and pi'oceeded fo far as 
to take up arms againft a humane and equitable chief, bc- 
caufc he difapproved of their ferocity. Columbus availed 
himfelt of one of thofe natural phenomena, in which a man 
of genius may fometimes find a refource, which he may be 
excufed for having iccourfe to in a cafe of urgent ne- 
ceflity. 

From the knowledge he had acquired in aftronomy, he 
knew there would foon be an eclipfe of the moon. He 
took van tag.e of this circumftance, and fummoned all the 

B 5 
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caciques in the neighbourhood to come and hear fome- 
thing that nearly concerned them, and was effcntial to their 
prcrervatioiu He then pronounced with emphafis, as i^ he 
were infpired : To punijh you for the cruelty nuith nuhlch you^ 
JuJfer my companions and me to perifhy the God nvhom I nuorjhip 
Is going to Jlrike you nvith his mojl terrible judgments. This 
very evening you will fee the moon turn redy then grow darky 
and withhold her light from you, T’his will be only a prelude 
to your calamities y if you ohjlinately perjif in r effing to give 
us food. 

The admiral had fcarce done fpeaking, when his pro- 
phecies were fulfilled. The favages were terrified beyond 
iTiearui*e ; they thought they were all loft ; they begged for 
mercy, and promifed to do any thing that fiiould be defired. 
They were then told, that heaven, moved with their re- 
pentance, was appeafed, and that nature was going to re- 
fume her wonted courfe. From that moment, provifions 
were fent in from all quarters ; and Columbus was never in 
want of any during the time he remained there. 

It was Don Diego, the fon of this extraordinary man, 
who fixed the Spaniards at Jamaica. In 1309, he fent 
thither feventy robbers from St. Domingo, under the com- 
mand of John d'Efquimel ; and others foon followed. It 
feemed as if they all went over to this peaceable ifland, for 
BO other purpofe than to Ihed human blood. Thofe bar- 
barians never fheathed their fword while there was one in- 
habitant left to preferve the memory of a numerous, mild, 
plain, and liofpitable, people. It was happy for the earth 
that thefe murderers were not to fupply their place. They 
had no inclination to multiply in an ifland where no gold 
was to be found. Their cruelty did not anfwer the pur- 
pofe of their avarice; and the earth, which they had 
drenched with blood, feemed to refufe her afliftance to 
fecond the barbarous efforts they had made to fix there. 
Every fettlenient raifed upon the afhes of the natives grew 
unfuccefsful, when labour and defpair had completed the 
deftru6fion of a few favages who had efcaped the fury of 
the firft conqutfts. That of St. Jago de la Vega was the 
only one that fupported itfclf. The inhabitants of that 
town, plunged in idlenefs, the ufual coni'tquenCc of tyranny 
after devaftation, were content with living upon the pro- 
duce of fome few plantations, and the overplus they fold 
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to the /hips that pafled by their coafts. The whole popu- 
lation of the colony centered in the little fpot that fed this 
race of deftroyers, confilled of 1,500 flavej, commanded by 
as' many tyrants, when the Engli/h came and attacked the 
town, took it, and fettled there in 1655. 

The Englifh brought the fatal fources yamaica con^ 
of difeord along with thiifn. At firfl the quered by the 
new colony was only inhabited by three Rnglijh, R^vents 
thoufand of that fanatical militia, which that have hap-- 
had fought and conquered under the pened fince. 
ftandards of the republican party. Thefe 
were foon followed by a multitude of royalills, who were 
in hopes of finding reit and peace in America, or comfort 
after their defeat. The divilions wliich had prevailed for 
fo long a time, and with fo much violence, between the tw-o 
parties in Europe, followed them beyond the feas. This 
was fufficient to have renewed in America the feenes of 
horror and hloodfhcd which had fo often been a6led in 
England, had not Penn and Venables, the conquerors of 
Jamaica, given the command of the i/land to the moft pru- 
dent man among them, who happened to be the oldell 
officer. This was Dudley, who, although he had fub- 
mitted to the authority of a conquering fellow-citizen, had 
not yet loft any of his attachment to the Stuarts. Twice 
did Cromwell, who had difeovered his fecret fentiments, 
appoint fome of his owm party in his ttcad, and Dudley 
was as often reftored to his office by the death of his 
opponents. 

The confpiracies that were forming againft him were 
difeovered and fruftrated. He never fuffered the fmalleft: 
breach of difeipline to go unpunifhed ; and always kept the 
balance even between the faftion his heart detefted, and the 
party he was attached to. He excited induftry ; and en- 
couraged it by his attention, his advice, and his example. 
His authority was enforced by his difintcrefted behaviour. 
He never could be prevailed upon to accept of a falary, 
being content to live upon the produce of his own planta- 
tions. In private life, he was plain and familiar ; in office, 
an intrepid warrior, a ftcady and ftrl^f commander, and a. 
wife politician. His manner of governing was altogether, 
military, bca.ufe he w'as obliged to reftrain or to regulate 
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an infant colony, wholly compofed of foldiers \ and to pre- 
vent and repulfe any invafion from the Spaniards, who 
might attempt to recover what they had loft. 

But when Charles IT was called to the crown, by the 
nation that had deprived his father of it, a form of civil 
government was eftablilhed at Jamaica, modelled, like thofe 
of the other illands, upon that of the mother-country. It 
was not, however, till the year i#B2, that the code of laws 
was drawn up, which to this day preferves the colony in all 
its vigour. Three of thefe wife ftatiites merit the attention 
of our political readers. 

The defign of the firft is to excite the citizens to the 
defence of their country, without prejudice to their private 
fortunes ; which might olherwife divert them from attend- 
ing to it. It enacts, that whatever mifehief is done by the 
enemy, fhall be immediately made good by the Hate ; or at 
the expence of all the fubjeds, if tlie money found in the 
treafury ftioiild prove infufficient. 

Another law concerns the means of increafing popula- 
tion. It cnads, that every fliip-captain who brings a man 
into the colony, who is unable to pay for his paftage, fhall 
receive a general gratuity of 22 Hvres to fols [iSs. Qd.] 
The particular gratuity is 168 livres 15 fols [about 7I,] for 
every perfon brought from England or Scotland ; 135 livres 
[5I. IIS. 6d.] for every perfon brought from Ireland; 
78 livres 15 fols [about 3I. 5s. yd.j for every perfon 
brought from tile continent of America ; and 45 livres 
j~il. 17s. 6d.] for every perfon brought from the other 
iflands. 

The third law tends to the encouragement of agriculture. 
When a proprietor of land is unable to pay cipher the in- 
tereft or capital of the money he has borrowed, his planta- 
tion is fold at a price fixed by twelve planters. The value 
of the plantation, whatever it may be, frees the debtor 
entirely from any further obligation ; but if it fhould ex- 
ceed his debt, the overplus mult be returned to him. This 
regulation, though it may be thought partial, yet it hath 
the merit of abating the rigour of the landlord’s and mer- 
chant’s lavv-fuits againft the planter. It is to the advan- 
tage of the foil, and of mankind in general. The creditor 
is leldgm a fufferer by It, becaufe he is upon bis guard ; 
and the debtor is more obliged to be vigilant and hc^neft^ 
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if he means to find credit. Confidence then becomes the 
bafis of all agreements ; and confidence is only to be gained 
by the pra<Stic€ of virtue^ 

Ifime hath produced other regulations. It was per- 
ceived that the Jews, fettled in great numbers in Jamaica, 
made a jeft of deceiving the tribunals of juftice. A magillrate 
imagined that this evil might arife from the circumftancc of 
the Bible, which was prefented to them, being in Englifh. 
It was determined that they ihould take their oath in future 
upon the Hebrew text ; and after this precaution, perjuries 
became infinitely lefs frequent. 

In 1761, it was decided, that every man who was not a 
white man could not inherit more than 13,629 livres 3 foh 
4 deniers [about 567I. 17s. 7id.] This fiatute was dif- 
pleafing to feveral members of the afi'embly, who were in- 
cenfed at the circumflance of depriving affedionate fathers 
of the fatisfadion of leaving a fortune, purchafed by long 
hboifrs, to their beloved poflerity, becaufe they were not 
of the fame colour. Difputes arofe, and the parliament of 
England took part in them. One of the moil celebrated 
orators in the houfe of commons declared openly againft 
the negroes. His opinion was, that they were a fet of vile 
beings, of a fpccies different from ours. The teftimony of 
Montefquieu was the flrongcft: of his arguments, and he 
read with confidence the ironical chapter or laws upon 
flavcry. None of his hearers fufpe(fted the r^al views of fo 
judicious a writer, and his authority influenced the whole 
Britifh fenate. 

The whole Britifh fenate ? The whole legiflative body, 
affembled to difeufs the intcrefls of the nation, and to de> 
termine gravely upon a motion, which, from its injuftice 
and unreafonablenefs, deferved only to be rejeffed with 
contempt ! And wherefore fhould it not have been deter- 
mined tiiat the blacks fhould be entirely difinherited ? If 
their colour gave a fandion to deprive them of a portion of 
their fathers fortunes, why not equally to deprive them of 
the whole ? Opinions fo palpably abfurd, fhould have been 
combated by ridicule, and not by arguments : and if even, 
contrary to all probability, this had been the fentiment of 
Montefquieu, of what avail would his authority have been ? 
The Englifh fhould at Icafl have made themfclvxs certain cf 
th« true meaning of the author. ^ 
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The bill was going to be extended to the Indians, when 
one man, Icfs blinded than the relt, obferved, that it would 
be a horrible piece of injuillce to confound the ancient pro- 
prietors of tlie ifland with the Africans ; and that, more- 
over, there were not above five or fix families of the former 
remaining. 

The colony had already acquired fomc degree of fame 
before thefe laws had been made. Some adventurers, as 
well from hatred and national jealoufy, as from a refilefs 
difpofition and want of fortune, attacked the Spanilh fiiips. 
Thefe pirates were feconded by Cromwell’s foldiers, who, 
retaining nothing after his death, except that public aver- 
fion which their former fucceffes had drawn upon them, 
went into America in quell of promotion, which they 
could never expe£l in Europe. Thefe were joined by a 
multitude ol Englilhmen of both parties, accullomed to 
blood by the civil wars which had ruined them, d'hefe men, 
eager for rapine and carnage, plundered the leas, and rava- 
ged the coalls of America. Jamaica was the place where 
the fpoils of Mexico and Peru were always brought by the 
Englifli, and frequently by foreigners. They found in this 
ifland more eafe, a better reception, protedlion, and free- 
dom, than anywhere elfe, whether for landing, or for 
fpending, as they chofe, the fpoils arifing from their plun- 
der. Here extravagance and debauchery foon plunged 
them again iyto indigence. This only incitement to their 
fanguinary induftry made them halleu to commit frelh de- 
predations. Thus the colonv reaped the benefit of their 
perpetual vicifiitudes of fortune, and ennehed itfelf by the 
vices which were both the fource and the ruin of their 
wealth. 

When this deltrudlive race became extjn(fi, by reafon of 
the frequency of the murders they committed, the funds 
they had left behind, and which, indeed, had been taken 
from ufurpers Hill more unjull and cruel than themfelvcs, 
proved a frelh fource of opulence, by facilitating the means 
of opening a clandelliiie trade with the Spanifh iettlements. 
This vein of riches, which had been opened about the year 
1672, gradually increafed, and with great rapidity, towards 
the end of the century. Some Portuguefe, with a ca^pital of 
three millions [125,000!.] of which the fovereign had ad- 
vanced two third B, engaged, in 1696, to fumilh the ffib- 
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jedls of the court of Madrid with five thoufand blacks, 
each of the five years tliat their treaty was to laft. This 
company drew a great many of thofe flaves from Jamaica* 
From that time the colonies liad conftant connedions with 
Mexico and Peru, either hf means of the Portuguefe 
agents, or by the captains of their own fhips employed in 
this trade. But this intercourfe was fomewhat flackencd 
by the war which broke out on account of the fuccefiioii 
to the throne of Spain. 

At the peace, the afllento treaty alarmed the people of 
Jamaica. They were afraid that the South-fea company, 
which was appointed to furnifh the Spaniih colonies with 
negroes, would entirely exclude them from all accefs to the 
gold mines. All the efforts they made to break this regu- 
lation, could not produce any alteration in the meafiires of 
the Englifh miniflry. They wifely forefaw that the adi- 
vity of the aflientiils would prove a fredr motive of emula- 
tion for increafing the contraband trade formerly carried on j 
and thefe views were found to be jull. 

The illicit trade of Jamaica was carried on in a very fim- 
pie manner. An Englifh veffel pretended to be in want of 
water, wood, or provifions ; that her maft was broken ; or 
that fhe had fprung a leak, which could not be difeovered 
or flopped without unloading. The governor permitted 
the fhip to come into the harbour to refit ; but, for form 
fake, and to exculpate himfelf to his court, he ordered a 
feal to be affixed to the door of the warehoufe where the 
goods were depofited ; while another door was left unfeal- 
ed, through which the merchandize that was exchanged in 
this trade was carried in and out by flealth. When the 
whole tranfadion was ended, the flranger, who was always 
in want of money, requefled that he might be permitted to 
fell as much as would pay his charges j and it would have 
been too cruel to refute this permiflion. It was necefiary 
that the governor, or his agents, might fafely difpofe in 
, public of what they had previoufly bought in fccret ; as it 
would always be taken for granted, that what they fold 
could be no other than the goods that were allowed to be 
bought. In this manner were the greateft cargoes difpofed 
of. 

The court of Madrid thought to put a flop to thefe 
pra4lices, by prohibiting the admiffion of all foreign fhips 
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into the Spanifli harbours, on any pretence whatever. But 
the people of Jamaica calling in force to the alTiftance of ar- 
tifice, fuppoTted themfelvcs in this trade undejr the protec- 
tion of the Englifh men of war, by allowing them five per 
cent, upon every article, to the fraudulent introduction of 
which they have a fanClion. 

To this open violation of public order, fiicceeded a more 
private and lefs alarming one. The fhips difpatched from 
Jamaica repaired to thofe ports of the Spanifii coaft which 
were lead frequented, efpecially to that of Brew, five miles 
from Carthagena, and to tint of Grout, four miles from 
Porto-Bello. A man who fpokc the language of the coun- 
try was immediately put afhorc, to give notice in the adja- 
cent country of the arrival of the fhips. The intelligence 
was propagated with amazing fpeed to the mod didant 
parts; the merchants hadened to the place, and the trade 
began ; but with fuch precautions as experience had'taught 
them. The (hip’s company was divided into three parties. 
While the fird was entertaining the purchafers, and treat- 
ing them with great civilities, at the lame time keeping a 
watchful eye to prevent them from exercifing their inclin- 
ation and dexterity in dealing, the fecond was employed in 
receiving the vanilla, indigo, cochineal, gold and filvcr of 
the Spaniards, in exchange for Haves, quickfilvcr, filks, and 
other commodities. The third divifion was, in the mean- 
while, under arms upon deck, to provide for the fafety of 
the Ihip, and to take care not to admit at once a greater 
number of men than could be kept in order. 

When the tranfa<?tions were finifhed, the Englifhman re- 
turned with his dock, which he had commonly doubled, and' 
the Spaniard with his purchafe, of which he hoped to make 
as great a profit, or greater. To prevent a difeovery, he 
avoided the high-roads, and went through by-ways, with 
the negroes he had bought, w'ho were loaded with the 
merchandize, which was divided into parcels of a convenient 
form and weight for carriage. 

This manner of trading had been carried on fuccefsfully 
for a long time, to the great emolument of the colonies of 
both n^ions ; when, as Spain intended, it was generally 
obdrudled by fubdituting regidcr-Hiips to the galleons. It 
has gradually diminidied, and of late years was reduced to 
a very law ebb» The Britifh minidry, wiHiing to revive it;., 

3 
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judged, in 1766, that the beft expedient to repair the lofTcs 
of Jamaica was to make it a free port. 

Immediately the Spanifh (hips in America flocked thither 
from all parts, to exchange their gold and filver, and their 
commodities, for the manufaftures of England. This 
cagernefs was attended with this convenience, that the pro- 
fit, of which it was the fource, was acquired witiiout rilk, 
and could not occafion any difputes : but it was to be ex- 
pelled that the court of Madrid would foon put a ftep to 
an intercourfe fo prejudicial to their interefts. This was 
the opinion of Great Britain ; and in order to preferve tht 
riches of the neighbouring continent, they laid the found- 
ation of a colony upon the Mofquito coafts. 

Whatever may one day be the fate 'Cultures ejlah^ 
of this new fcttlemeat, it is certain that lijhed at 
the attention of Jamaica was for too long maica. 
a time, and too much engaged in a fmug- 
gling trade, while its cultures were too much ncgledled. 
The firft of thefe which the Englifh devoted themlelves to 
was that of cocoa, which they found cftablilhed by the 
Spaniards. It profpered as long as thofc plantations lafted, 
which had been cultivated by a people who made this their 
principal food and their only traffic. The trees grew old, 
and it became neceflary to renew them ; but, cither for want 
of care or of fltill, they did not fucceed. Indigo was fub- 
fiituted to them. 

This produdion was increafing confiderably, when the 
parliament laid a duty upon it which it was not able to 
bear, and which occafioned the fall of this culture in Ja- 
maica, as well as in the other Englifli iflands. This impru- 
dent tax hath been fince fupprefled, and even the encour- 
agement of gratifications hath been fubftituted to it ; but 
this tardy generolity hath only occafioned abufes. In order 
to obtain the bounty, the Jamaica people contraded the 
habit of procuring this valuable dye from St. Domingo, 
and of introcuciiig it into Great Britain as the growth of 
their own plantations. 

The cxpence the government is at on this account can- 
not be looked upon entirely as a lofs, fince it is of ufe to 
the nation. But it keeps up that miftruft, and we may fay, 
that propenfity to fraud, which the fpirit of finance has 
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f ivenrifeto in all our modern forms of legiflation, between the 
ate and the citizens. Ever fince the magillrate has been 
inccflantly contriving means to appropriate to himfelf the 
money or the people, thefe have been ftudying artifices to 
elude the avidity of the magiftrates. When there has been 
on one fide no moderation in the expences, no limit to tax- 
ations, no equity in the repartition, no lenity in the reco- 
very, there have been no longer any fcruplcs about the vio- 
lation of pecuniary laws on the other, nor any honelly in 
the payrnent of the duties, nor probity in tlie engagements 
of the fubjcdl with the prince. Oppreflion hath prevailed 
on one hand, and plunder on the other ; the finance 
hath extorted from commerce, and commerce hath eluded 
or defrauded the finance. I’he treafury hath pillaged the 
planters, and the planters have impofed upon the treafury 
by falfe entries. Such are the manners of both liemi* 
fpheres. 

In the New one there dill exided a few prantations of in- 
digo at Jamaica, when the culture of cotton began to be 
attended to. This produdlion had a rapid fuccefs, which 
continued, bccaufe it was advantageoufly, and without de- 
lay, difpofed of in England, where it was manufadured 
with a degree of dexterity which hath been rather imitated 
than equalled by the rival nations. 

Ginger hath been lefs ufeful to the colony. The fava- 
ges who were found by the Europeans in the American 
iflands, moll generally made ufe of it ; but their confump- 
tion in this, as in every other article, was fo fmall, that na- 
ture afforded them a fufficient quantity without the afllff- 
ance of cultivation. The iifurpers grew paflionately fond 
of this fpice ; they ate it in the morning to fharpeu their 
appetite ; they ferved it up at table, preferved in feveral dif- 
ferent ways ; they ufed it after meals to facilitate digeilion, 
and at fea as an antidote againll the feurvy. The Old 
World adopted thetafteof the New ; and this lalled till the 
price of pepper, which had for a long while been extremely 
high, was reduced. Ginger then fell into a kind of con- 
tempt ; and its culture was dropped almoft everywhere, ex- 
cept at Jamaica. 

This ifland produces and fells another fpice, improperly 
called Jamaica pepper. The tree which bears it is a kind 
of myrtle, which commonly grows upon the mou^itains, 
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and rlfes to the height of more than thirty feet. It is very 
ftraight, moderately thick, and covered with a greyifh, 
fmooth, and fhining bark. Its leaves, which have a pleaf- 
ant fmell, refemble, in form and difpofition, thofe of the 
laurel ; and the branches are terminated by clutters of 
flowers entirely fimilar to thofe of the common myrtle. 
The fruit by which they are fucceeded is a fmall berry, 
fomewhat larger than that of the juniper. Thefe berries 
are gathered green, and fpread in the fun to dry. They 
turn brown, and acquire a fpicy fmell, which in England 
hath given the name of alLfpice to this pimento. It is 
very ufeful to ftrengthen cold ttomachs ; but what is this 
advantage compared with all thofe that arc obtained from 
fugar ? 

The art of managing this culture was unknown in Ja- 
maica till the year 1668. It was brought thither by fome 
inhabitants of Barbadoes. One of them was poffciTcd of 
every requi/ite for that kind of produce that depends on 
man. His name was Thomas Modiford. His capital, to- 
jrcther with his fkill and adiivity, enabled him to clear an 
immenfe trad of land, and raifed him in time to the go- 
vernment of the colony ; yet neither could the view of his 
forturre, nor his urgent folicitations, prevail upon men, who 
were moft of them accuttomed to the idlenefs of a military- 
life, to apply to the labours of cultivation. Twelve hun- 
dred unfortunate men, who arrived in 1760 from Surinam, 
which had jutt been ceded to the Dutch, proved more 
tradable. Neceflity infpired them with refolution ; and 
their example excited emulation, which was kept up by the 
quantity of money conftantly poured into the ifland by the 
freebooters. Great part of it was employed in ereding 
buildings, purchafi ng flaves, implements of hufbandry, and 
furniture neceflary for the riling plantations. In procefs of 
time, Jamaica exported great quantities of fugar, of an 
inferior kind, indeed, to that which was made in moft of 
the other colonies, but the rum of which was exceedingly 
fuperior. 

The coffee-tree profpered in the Dutch and French fet- 
tlcments in the New World, before the Englifli thought 
of appropriating it to themfclvcs ; and, indeed, Jamaica 
vvas the only Britifh ifland which thought proper to adopt 
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ir, but it never carried the cultivation of it as far as the 

rival nations. 

It was a generally received opinion in Jamais 

ca had attained the greateii degree of profperity of which 
it was fufceptible. An i/Iand, inhabited during a whole 
century by an adlfve and enlightened people, into which the 
riches of Mexico and Peru had been conveyed without in- 
terruption, by piracy, and by a fraudulent commerce, and 
in which no circumftance neceffary for cultivation had ever 
been wanting ; an iHand, to which navigators muft have 
been conllantly attracted, by the fafety of the coafts, asd 
by the excellence of the harbours ; and the productions of 
which had always been in great requeft throughout all 
Europe : fuch a lettlcment mull have appeared, even to the 
moil thinking perl'ons, to have made all the progrefs of 
which nature had rendered it fufceptible. 

This illufion, fo reafonably -adopted, was diflipated by a 
war, which will for ever render this period memorable. A 
calamity, which fometimes overturns ftates, and always ex- 
haufts them, became a fource of wealth to Jamaica. The 
Englifh merchants, enriched with the fpoils of an enemy, 
conquered and fugitive on all Tides, found themfelves en- 
abled to advance confiderable fums, and to grant a long cre- 
dit to the planters. The colonills themfelves, animated by 
the difeouragement of the French colonills, whofe labours 
had till that time been fo fortunate, eagerly availed them- 
felves of the means which were put in their hands by thefe 
unexpected events. Peace did not check the impulfe they- 
had received. This rapid increafe of adivity hath conti- 
nued, and the productions of the colony are nearly one 
third more conhderable than they were thirty years ago. 

Frefent Jlats of The whole illaiid may contain about 
Jamaica, conji* three millions eight hundred thoufand 
dcred in every acres of land, of whicli, according to the 
point of view* information of a judicious and lludious 

man, who hath for a long time governed 
the colony, one million feven hundred t\venty»eight thou- 
faud four hundred and thirty-one acres are taken up by 
mountains, rocks, lakes, nioralfes, rivers, and other places, 
which are unavoidably loll to the purpofes of every ufeful 
labour. Government hath fucce, lively granted one fnilHon 
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iix hundred and fcventy-one thoufahd five hundred and fix- 
ty-nine acres, which are cleared, or capable of beine fo. 
There /fill remain four hundred thoufand to bediTpofca of, 
which want nothing but men and means to cultivate them» 
In 1^58 Jamaica reckoned four thoufand fire hundred 
white perfons, and fourteen hundred /laves ; in 1670, feven 
thoufand five hundred white men, and eight thoufand 
fiaves ; in 1734, feven thoufand fix hundred and forty-four 
white men, and eighty-fix thoufand five hundred and forty- 
fix fiaves ; in 1746, ten thoufand white men, and one hun- 
dred and twelve thoufand four hundred and twenty-eight 
fiaves ; in 1768, feventecn thoufand nine hundred and for- 
ty-feven white men , and one hundred and fixty-fix thou- 
fand nine hundred and fourteen fiaves ; in I775> eighteen 
thoufand five hundred white perfons, three thoufand feven 
hundred blacks, or free mulattoes, and one hundred and 
ninety thoufand nine hundred and fourteen fiaves. One 
hundred and ten thoufand of thefe unfortunate people arc 
placed on fix hundred and fourfeore fugar plantations ; the 
remainder is employed in lefs valuable cultures, carried on in 
fourteen hundred and fixty habitations, in navigation, in 
domeflic fervices, and in other labours of primary necelllty* 

The public expences of the colony amount annually to 
817,750 livres [34,0731. 8s. 4d.] Thcfc expences are fup- 
plied by duties upon houfes, upon the feveral produ<flions 
of the foil, upon foreign liquors, and by a poll-tax upon 
the negroes, which, in extraordinary cafes, is doubled. 
The perfons appointed, in the nineteen parifhes, to levy 
thefe taxes, which are decreed by the general affembly, 
have obtained two and a half per. cent as a reward for their 
trouble ; and the receiver-general retains five per cent, for 
himfelf. 

The fpecie which is commonly circulated in the ifiand 
doth not exceed 954,041 livres [39,751k 14s. 2d.] This 
is more than fufiicient, fince it is only uied in the more mi- 
nute details of trade. The fiaves brought from Africa, 
the merchandize feiit from Europe, all things which are 
of great value, are paid by bills of exchange payable in 
London, or in fome other Briti/h port, where the colonifts 
fend their commodities on their own account. 

The profit arifing from thefe produdfions is not deftined 
entirely for the ince/Tant wants of Jamaica. A great part 
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of it is intended for the difcharge of the debts, which an 
immoderate luxury, and accumulated misfortunes, have 
obliged the inhabitants fucccflively to contradl. Thefe en- 
gagements, as far as we can judge of them, amount to 
two thirds of the apparent riches of the colony. The great- 
eft number of the creditors are fettled in England ; the 
others arc merchants temporarily fettled in the ifland, 
among whom are reckoned a great many Jews. May thefe 
people, who were flaves at firlt, afterwards conquerors, and 
then difgraced for the fpace of twenty centuries, one day 
attain the legal poflefiion of Jamaica, or of fome other rich 
ifland in the New World ? May they colled all their chil- 
dren there, and bring them up in peace to culture and com- 
merce, fheltered from that fanaticifm which rendered them 
odious to the world, and from that perfecution which hath 
punifhed their errors with too much rigour ! May the Jews 
live free, unmolefted, and happy, in fome corner of the 
world j fince, by the ties of humanity, they are our bre- 
thren, and our fathers in the tenets of religion ! 

The colony, at prefent, fends annually to the mother- 
country eight hundred thoufand quintals of fugar, which, 
at the rate of 40 livres [il. 13s. 4d.] the quintal, produce 
32,000,000 livres [i>333>333i» 6 s, Sd.] four million gal- 
lons of rum, which, at the rate of i livre 10 fols [is. 3d.J 
the gallon, produce 6,0OO,oocl. livres [250,000!,] three 
hundred thoufand gallons of molaffes, which, at the rate 
of 10 fols [5d.] the gallon, produce 150,000 livres, 
[6,250!.] fix thouland quintals of cotton, which, at the rate 
of 150 livres [6L 5s.] the quintal, produce 900,000 livres 
[37,500!.] fix thoufand quintals of pimento, which, at the 
rate of 42 livres [il. 6s. 8d.] the quintal, produce 252,000 
livres [10,500!.] eighteen thoufand quintals of coffee, 
which, at the rate ol 50 livres [2I. is. 8d.] the quintal, 
produce 900,000 livres [37»50ol.] three thoufand quintals 
of ginger, which, at the rate of 70 livres [2I. 183. 4d.] 
the quintal, produce 210,000 livres [8,750!.] and to the 
amount of 400,000 livres [i 6,6661. 13s. 4d.] in wood for 
inlaying. All thefe fums united, make the produce of Ja- 
maica amount to 40,812,000 livres [i, 700,5001.] 

The veffels deftined for their exportation are very nume- 
rous, but are only of the burthen of one hundred and fifty, 
or two hundred tons. 
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A fmall number of thefe veffels take up their cargoes at 
the harbour of Morant Point, which might be confidered 
as a good harbour, were it more eafy of accefs. This road, 
fituated in the fouthern part of the ifland, is only defended 
•by an ill-conftruAed battery, improperly placed. Twelve 
men, commanded by a ferjeant, are continually on guard 
there. Not far off is a bay of the fame name, more con- 
venient, and more frequented by navigators. 

The coaft affords no other anchorage, uhlefs for very 
fmall boats, till the fhips arrive at Port Royal, where half of 
the productions of the colony deflined for Europe are em- 
barked. 

At a greater diftance is the old harbour, which is com- 
monly well frequented. The neighbouring planters have 
often refolvcd to conftruCt fome works there, to proteCl the 
veffels which may take in their cargoes at this place, againfl 
fmall privateers. This expenfive projeCt appears to be en- 
tirely laid afide. It hath been at length underfto®d that 
the difficulty of entrance would always be the beft de- 
fence. 

The bay of the Black river would require a good bat- 
tery. It might be creCled without much expence, and 
would enfure the fafety of a great number of fmall fliips 
4 hat frequent it. 

Savanna la Mar hath never much water, and its entrance 
is everywhere embarraffed with fhoals and funken rocks. It 
is the word: harbour of the colony ; and yet it is become 
the ftaple of a confiderable trade, fince the neighbouring 
territory hath been cleared. Formerly its inhabitants were 
defirous of furrounding themfelves with fortifications. 
Thefe works were forfaken, after more than one thoufand 
crowns [12,500!.] had been expended upon them. No- 
thing remains of thefe labours but a heap of ruins. 

The Ifland hath upon its weftern coaft, which is very 
narrow, only one harbour, and that is Port Orange, where 
Icven or eight veffels take in their cargoes annually. 

The firfl harbour to the north is that of St. Lucia. It 


ie fpacious and fafe, and defended by a fort, capable of 
making fome reliflance, if it were repaired, and if the ar- 
tillciy were put into a date fit for fervice. A fmall garri- 
fon is always kept there. 

Eight or nine leagues further, is the excellent bay of 
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Montego, The fifth part of the produdions of the colony 
18 embarked in the fmall town of Barnet-town, defended by 
a battery of ten guns. 

The entrance of Port Sr. Ann is rendered difficult by 
ffioals. It fcarce receives annually fifteen or fixtecn veflels. 

Port Antonio is one of the fafeft harbours, but not one 
of the moft frequented, of the ifland. Its fort is guarded 
by a detachment commanded by an officer. 

The caller n coall hath no other harbour than the Man- 
chineeh Its anchorage is good, but in the neighbouring 
latitudes the fca is always violently agitated by the eallerly 
winds. This is the fpot moll expofed to invalions, and the 
battery of ten guns, which hath been conllruded there, 
would not fhelter it from danger. If its riches were more con- 
fiderable. The whole defence of the colony is properly 
fixed at Port Royal. 

Means •which Th* Englifh had no fooner made them- 
Jamaica hath felvcs mailers of Jamaica, than they at- 
t$ preferme her* tended to the rendering of this conquelf 
felf frmn inva* ufeful, and to the fecuring of the pofief- 
Jion* fioa of it. The cultures undertaken by 

the Spaniards, and the advantages of a 
fafe, immenfe, and convenient harbour, prudently inclined, 
them to fix their views upon Port P^oyal. The town they 
built there, though placed in the midll of fands, upon a 
very narrow neck of land, though deprived by nature of 
water fit for drinking, and of all the other fuppoits of life, 
became a famous city in lefs than thirty year s. 

This fplendour was owing to a conllant and quick circu- 
lation of trade, formed by the conrrmoditics of the illand, 
the captures of the freebooters, and the trade opened with 
the neighbouring continent. There have been few llaplcs 
upon the face of the globe, where the thiifl of wealth and 
pleafure had united more opulence and more corruption. 

One moment deftroyed, on the 27th of June 1692, this 
beautiful appearance. The fky, which was clear and fe- 
rene, grew obfeured and red throughout the whole extent 
of Jamaica. A rumbling noife was heard under ground, 
dreading from the mountains to the plain ; the rocks were 
fplit ; hnls came clofe together j infedlious lakes appeared 
on the fpots where whole mountains had been fwallowed 
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up ; immenfe forefts were removed feveral miles from the 
place where they ftood ; the edifices difappeared, being 
cither funk into the caverns of the earth, or overturned. 
Thirteen thoufand lives were loft by this dreadful earth- 
quake, and three thoufand by a contagious diftemper that 
broke out It is faid, that fince this cataftrophe, 

the climat|UH^ fo fine, the air not fo pure, nor the foil 
fo fruitful, was before. This terrible phenomenon 
fhould have taught the Europeans not to truft to the poffcf- 
fion of a world that trembles under their feet, and feems to 
flip out of their rapacious hands. 

In this general overthrow, Port Royal beheld buried in 
the incenfed waves, or thrown at a diftance upon defolate 
4:oaft8, the numerous fliips, the proud flags which rendered 
her fo vain. The city itfelf was deftroyed and overflown. 
In vain was it attempted to rebuild the town upon its 
ruins ; thefe labours were all fruitlefs. The rifing walls 
were again blown down by a hurricane. Port Royal, like 
Jcrufalem, could never be rebuilt. The earth fee med only 
digged to fwallow ic up anew. By a fingularity which baf- 
fles all human efforts and reafonings to account for, the only 
houfes that were left ftanding, after this frefh fubverfion, 
were lituated at the extremity of a point of land extremely 
narrow, which advances feveral miles in the fca ; as if the 
inconftant ocean had afforded a folid foundation to edifices 
which the firm ground feemed to caft off. 

The inhabitants of Port Royal, difeouraged by thefe 
repeated calamities, retired to Kingfton, which is fituated 
in the fame bay. By their induftry and aftivity, this town, 
which till then had been obfeure, foon became a plcafant 
and flourifhing city. Trade is even gradually become more 
animated here, than it ever was at any period in any of the 
marts to which it hath fuccceded ; becaufe the colony hath 
gained more by the increafe of its cultures, than it hath loft 
by the decreafe of its fmuggling trade. 

Yet Port Royal had never been, and Kingfton did not 
become, the capital of the ifland. St. Yago de la Vega, 
which the Englifti have named Spaniflitown, continued ftill 
to enjoy this ufcful prerogative. This town, built by the 
Spaniards, at the diftance of fome leagues from the fea, 
upon the river Cobra, the moft confiderabTe one of the coun- 
try^hough not navigable, was the feat of the legiflativc 
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body, the refidence of the governor-general, the place 
where the courts of juftice were holden, and, confequcntly, 
that where the richeft planters dwelt. 

Adn:iiral Knowles judged that this arrangement was con- 
trary to the public good ; and in 1756, he cahfed it to be 
decided by’ the general afTembly, that all tljd^&irs> and all 
the powers of adminillration, fhould be un^HBfc'Kingfton. 
Perfonal hatred againft the proje£lor of this the harfli- 

nefs of the meafures he employed to carry it into execu- 
tion ; the attachment moil people arc apt to take for places 
as well as things; numberlefs private interefts that mull 
neccflarily be affefted by this alteration ; all thefe caufes 
raifed in the minds of feveral of the colonilh, unfurmount- 
able objedlions to a plan, which was Indeed liable to foine 
inconveniencies, but which was founded on unanfv/erable 
reafons, and offered great advantages. Tlie obllacles with 
which the opponents embarrafied the new fyftem, did not 
put a (lop to the meafures of government. This was even 
the time they chofe for repairing Fort Charles, which 
ferves as a citadel to Port Royal, and for increafing, on the 
other fide of the bay, the very well executed fortifications 
of Mofquito point, which command the canal through 
which the vefl'els deilined for Kingllon mull pafs. If, in- 
flead of entering the bay, the enemy lliould wn'lh to land 
to the north of the new capital, they would be flopped in 
their march by Zock, a fort conllrudled with Ikill, and 
maintained with care, in a very narrow defile, at the dif- 
tance of a league frojn the city. Among thefe different 
works, and in fome other Itfs impoitant poltvS, two regi- 
ments are ufually dillributed. They receive pay from the 
mother-country : but the colony adds to it a daily gratuity 
of 12 fols [6d.]] for every foldier, aud a double gratuity 
for every officer. If thefe troops were as well as they are ill 
difeiplined, they would not preferve the ifland from in- 
vafion, and w'ould foon be reduced to capitulate to a naval 
force fupeiior to that which might be dclliocd to fupport 
them. 

If Jamaica could even be preferved from the calamities of 
a foreign invafion, it would no lefs be cxpofcd to domeftic 
dangers, Hill more alarming. 

When the Spaniards were compelled to cede Jamaica to 
the Englilh, they left there a number of negroes and inulat- 
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toes, who, tired of their flavery, took a refolution to retire 
into the mountains, there to preferve that liberty which 
they had recovered by the expulfion of their tyrants. Hav- 
ing entered into fome agreements neceflary to prefeve their 
union, they planted maize and cocoa, in the moft inaccef- 
fible places of their retreat ; but the impoflibility of fubfift- 
ing till harveft, obliged them to come down into the plain 
to pillage for fuftenance. The conquerors bore this plun- 
der the more impatiently, as they had nothing to fpare ; 
and declared war againfl: them. Many were maflacred ; 
the greater part fubmitted ; and only fifty or fixty fled 
back to the rocks, there to live or die in freedom. 

Policy, which fees every thing, but is never moved by 
companion, thought it neceflary utterly to exterminate or 
reduce this handful of fugitives, who had efcaped from fla- 
very or carnage ; but the troops, who were either perifliing 
or exhaufled with fatigue, were averfe from this deftrudlive 
feheme, which mull have occafioned the effufion of more 
blood. It was therefore dropt, for fear of a revolt. This 
condefeenfion was attended with fatal confequences. All 
the flaves, grown defperate by the hardfhips they under- 
went, or by ttie dread of panilhment, foon iought an afy- 
lum in the woods, where they were lure of meeting with 
companions ready to alfiil tiiem. The number of fugitives 
increafed daily. In a fliort time they deferted by troops, 
after having maflacred their mailers, and plundered and fet 
tire to the iiabitations. In vain were adlivc partizans fent 
out againtl them ; to whom a reward of 900 livres [37I. 
los.] was offered for the head of every negro they fhould 
bring. I'liis feveiity produced no alteration, and the de- 
iertion only became the more general. 

The rebels grow more daring as their numbers increafed. 
Till the year 1690, they had only fled j but, when they 
thought themfelves tlroiig enough to attack, they fell upon 
the liiiglifh plantations, in feparate bands, and committed 
horrid ravages. In vain were they driven back to their 
mountains with lofs ; in vain were forts ere£led and garrif- 
oned at proper dillances, to prevent their inroads; not- 
withllanding thefe precautions, they renewed ihcir depre- 
ations from time to time. The refentment which the vio- 
olation of the rights of nature by barbarous policy excited 
in the^e blacky iiifpired them with fuch fury, that the white 
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people who had bought them, in order, as they faid, to 
cut off the root of the evil, refolved, in i 735, to employ 
all the forces of the colony, to deilroy a jutlly implacable 
enemy. 

Immediately the military law took place of all civil go. 
vernment. All the colonifts formed themfelves into regu- 
lar bodies of troops. They marched towards the rebels by 
different roads. One party undertook to attack the town 
of Nauny, which the blacks themfelves had built in the 
Blue mountains. With cannon, a town built without regu- 
larity and defended without artillery, was foon deilroyed ; 
but the fuccefs of the other enterprifes was frequently 
doubtful, fometimes attended with much lofs. The flaves, 
more elated by one triumph than difeouraged by ten de- 
feats, were proud of confidering their former tyrants merely 
as enemies they were to contend with. If they were beat- 
en, they had at leaft fome revenge. Their blood was at 
leaft mixed with that of their barbarous mafters. They 
rufhed againft the fword of the European, to plunge a dag- 
gcr into his breaft. At laft, overpowered by numbers, or 
by the dexterity of their antagonilts, the fugitives intrench- 
ed themfelves in inacceflible places, where they difperfed in 
fmall bands, fully determined never to ftir out ; and well 
affured that they fhould never be conquered there. At 
length, after various contefts and excurfions, that lafted nine 
months, the Englilh gave up all thoughts of fubduing 
them. 

Thus, fooner or later, will any people, made defp^rate 
by tyranny, or the oppreflion of conquerors, always get 
the better of numerous, experienced, and even well-difci- 
plined armies ; if they have but refolution enough to en- 
dure hunger rather than the yoke ; to die rather than live 
in bondage ; and, if they choofe, rather to fee their na^ 
lion extin£l than enflaved. Let them abandon the field to 
the multitude of troops ; to the train of war ; to the dif- 
play of provifions, ammunition, and hofpitals ; let them 
retire into the heart of the mountains, without baggage, 
without covering, without ftorcs ; nature will provide for 
them and defend them. There let them remain for years, 
till the climate, idlencfs, and intemperance, have deftroyed 
thofc fwarms of foreign invaders, who have no booty to 
e*pe6^, nor any laurels to gather. Let them pour^ down 
5 
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Upon them at intervals, like the torrents of their own moun* 
tains, furprife them in their tents, and ravage their boun- 
daries. Laftly, let them defpife the opprobious names of 
robbers and murderers, which will be lavifhed upon them 
by a great people, bafe enough to arm themfelves againil a 
handful of huntfmen, and weak enough to be unable to 
conquer them. 

Such was the conduct of the blacks with the Englifh# 
Thcfe, weary of excurfions and fruitlefs armaments, fell into 
univcrlal defpondency. The pooreft among them would 
not venture to accept the lands which the government of- 
fered them in the vicinity of the mountains. Even the fet* 
tlements at a greater diftance from thefe rebels, inured to 
war, were either negledcd or forfaken. Many parts of the 
iOand, which from their appearance feemed likely to be- 
come tlic moll fruitful, were left in their uncultivated 
ftate. 

In this fituation was the colony when Trelawncy waa 
appointed governor. This prudent and humane command- 
er was fenuble, that a fet of men, who for near a century 
pad lived upon wild fruits, went naked, and expofed to the 
inclemency of the weather ; who, ever at war with an af- 
failant ftrongcr than themfelves, and better armed, never 
ceafed fighting for the defence of their liberty ; that fuch a 
fet of men would never be fubdued by open force# He, 
therefore, had recourfe to conciliating meafures. He of- 
fered them not only lands as their own property, but like- 
wife liberty and independence. 

Thefe overtures were favourably received. The treaty 
concluded with them in 1739, decided, that the chief, 
whom they themfelves fhould choofe, (hould receive his 
commifTion from the Englilh government ; that he ihould 
come every year to the capital of the colony, if required ; 
that two white men fhould conftantly refide with him, in 
order to maintain a harmony advantageous to both nations; 
and if the colony were ever attacked, he and all his people 
fhould take up arms. 

While Trelawney was negotiating this accommodation in 
the name of the crown, the general aflcmbly of the colony^ 
propofed their feparate plan. In thh. Tecond, agreement, 
the new people engaged to harbour np .more fugitive ilavcs; 
andAhey were promifed a flipufeted. fum for every deferter 
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whom they fliould inform againft, and a more confiderablc 
reward for thofe whom they fhould bring back to their 
plantations. Since this fhamefiil contraft, this fmall repub- 
lic hath been conftantly declining. It now reckons no 
more than thirteen hundred individuals, men, women, and 
children, diftributed in five or fix villages. 

Whether thefe events infpired them with boldnefs, or 
whether they were exafperated at the ill ufage they met 
with from the Englifh, the negro fiaves rcfolved to be free 
likewife. While the flames of war, kindled in Europe, 
were fpreading in America, thefe miferable men agreed, in 
1760, to take up arms all in one day, murder their tyrants, 
and feize upon the government. But their impatience for 
liberty difconcerted the unanimity of the plot, by prevent- 
ing the timely execution of it. Some of the confpirators 
ilabbed their mailers, and fet fire to their houfes before the 
appointed time •, but finding themfelves unable to refill the 
whole force of the illand, which their premature exploit 
had colledled in a moment, they fled to the mountains. 
From this impenetrable recefs they were inceflfantly mak- 
ing dellru6live inroads. The Englifli, in their dillrefs, 
were reduced to folicit the aflillance of the wild negroes, 
whofe independence they had been obliged to acknowledge 
by a folemn treaty. They even bribed them, and promifed 
a confiderable fum for every Have they fhould kill with their 
own hands. Thofe bafe Africans, unworthy of the liberty 
they had recovered, were not afliamed to fell the blood of 
their brethren : they purfued them, and killed many of 
them by furprife. At lall the confpirators, weakened and 
betrayed by their own nation, remained a long time filent 
and inadlive. 

The confpiracy was thought to be efre<fl:ually extinguilh- 
cd, when the rebels, reinforced by delertcrs from the fever al 
plantations, appeared again with redoubled fury. I'he re- 
gular troops, the militia, and a large body of Tailors, all 
marched in purfuit of the Haves ; they fought and beat 
them in feveral flefrmifhesj many were (lain, or taken pri- 
foners, and the reft difperfed into the woods and rocks. 
All the prifoners were mot, hanged, or burnt. Thofe who 
were fuppofed to be the chief promoters of the confpiracy, 
were tied alive to gibbets, and there left to perifti flowly, 
expofed to the fcorching fun of the torrid zone ; a far i^orc 
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painful and more terrible death than that of being burnt 
alive. Yet their tyrants enjoyed the torments of thefe mi- 
ferable wretches, whofe only crime was an attempt to reco- 
ver by revenge, thofc rights of which avarice and inhuma- 
iiity*had deprived them. ^ 

The meafurcs that were taken to prevent future infur- 
re6lions were diflated by the fame fpirit of barbarity. A 
flave is whipped in the public places, if he plays at any 
game whatfoever ; if he prefumes to go a-hunting, or to 
fell any thing but milk or hfh. He cannot flir out of his 
mailer’s plantation, unlefs attended by a white man, or with 
an exprel’s permifiion in writing. If he ihould heat a drum, 
or make ufe of any other noify inftrument, his mafter is 
condemned to pay a fine of 325 livres [9I. 73. 6d.] Thu* 
do the Englilh, who are fo jealous of their own liberty, 
fport with that of other men. To this excefs of barbarity 
the negro trade muft neceflarily have brought thefe ufurp- 
ers. Such is the progrefs of injuftice and violence. To 
conquer the New World, its inhabitants muft doubtlefs 
have been flaughtered. To replace them, negroes muft be 
bought, as they alone are able to endure the climate and 
the labours of America. Tp remove thefe Africans from 
their native country, who were defigned to cultivate the 
land without having any pofleflions in it, it was necefiary 
to feize them by force, and to make them flaves. To keep 
them in fubje6lion, they muft be treated with feverity. To 
prevent their revolt, the natural confequence of feverity 
and fervitude, thefe men, whom we have made defperate, 
muft be reftrained by capital punilhments, by hard ufage, 
and atrocious laws. 

But cruelty itfdf has a period in its own deftru6live na- 
ture. In au inftaut it may ceafe. An enemy who Ihould 
be fo fortunate as to land at Jamaica, would foon convey 
arms to theie men, who are lull of rancour againft their 
oppreffors, and only wait a favourable opportunity to rife 
againft them. 7 'he French, not confidering that the re- 
volt of the blacks in one colony would probably occafion it 
in all the reft, will haften fuch a revolution in time of war. 
The Englilh, finding themfelves between two fires, will be 
difmayed ; their ftrength and courage will fail them ; and 
Jamaica will fall a prey to (laves and conquerors, who will 
coi^end for dominion with frelh enormities. Such is the 

c 4 
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train of evils that injuftice brings along with it ! It attaches 
ilfelf to man fo clolely, that the connexion cannot be clif- 
folved but by the fword. Crimes beget crimes ; blood is 
produ<5livc of blood ; and the earth becomes a perpetual 
fcene of dcfolation, tears, mifery, and affliction, where fuc- 
c^flive generations rife to imbrue their hands in blood, to 
tear out each other’s bowels, and to lay each other in the 
duft. 

jidvantages of The lofs of Jamaica, however, wouLd 
Jamaica for be a heavy one for England. Nature has 

•war. Its dif placed this ifland at the entrance of the 

advantages for gulf of Mexico, and made it a kind of 
navigation. key to that rich country. All (hips going 

from Carthageria to the Havannah, arc 
obliged to pafs by its coafts ; it is more within reach of the 
fcvcral trading ports on the continent, than any othei* 
iHand ; the many excellent roads with which it ie furround- 
cd, facilitate the launching of men of war on all fides of 
the ifland. Thefe feveral advantages are balanced by fome 
jnconvcniencies. 

If it be eafy to get at Janiaica by the trade-winds, by 
taking a view of the Lefs Antilles, it is not fo eafy to get 
away from thence, whether We go througli the ftraits of 
Bahama, or determirte for the leeward panage. 

The firft of thefe two ways gives the full advantage of 
the wind for two hundred leagues ; but as foon as Cape St. 
Anthony is doubled, we meet the fame wind againll us that 
before was favourable ; fo that more time is loft than was 
gained j and there is alfoa ri(k of being taken by the guar- 
da codas of the Havannah. Tins danger is fucceeded by 
another, which is the ftioals on the coaft of Florida, to- 
wards which the winds and currents drive with great vio- 
lence. The Elizabeth, an Engliflt man of war, would in- 
fallibly been loft there in 1746, had not Captain Edwards 
ventured into the Havannah. It was during the height of 
tlie war, and the port belonged to tlie ciitniv. “ I come,’^ 
faid the captain to the governor, “ 10 deliver up my (hip, 
“ my failors, my foldiers, and niyfelf, into your hands ; I 
“ only a(k the lives of my men.’’ “ I will not be guilty of 

any difhonoiirahle a^lion,” replied the Spaniffl commander. 
** Had wc taken you in fight, in open fea, or uponojur 
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«« coafts, your fhip would have be«n ours, and you would 
** have been our pnToners. But? as you^ are overtaken by a 
florm, and arc driven into this port from the fear of being 
ihipwrccked, I do, and ought to forget that my nation 
“ is at war with yours. You are men, and fo are we ; you 
are in diftrefs, and have a right to our pity. ^ You are at 
liberty to unload and refit your vefiel ; and if you want 
“ it, you may trade in this port to pay your charges ; you 
may then go away, and you will have a pafs to carry you 
fafe beyond the Bermudas. If after this you fhould be 
“ taken, you will be a lawful prize ; but, at this moment, 
“ I fee in Englifhinen, only ilrangers for whom humanity 
“ claims our afiidance,'’ 

Spaniards ! incomprehenfiblc race of men, tell me, fince 
fuch are your feelings, and fince you can fpeak thus to an 
enemy, delivered into your power by the winds, why have 
you not known how to refpe^Sl the innocent favage, prof- 
irate at your feet, who adored you ? The reafon of this I 
conceive to be, that Captain Edwards’s Hiip was not loaded 
with that yellow duft, the fight of which changes you into 
wild beads. Perhaps I have calumniated you ; but I have 
i'een you fo frequently below your own fpccies, that I have 
had good reafon for doubting of your virtues ; efpecially . 
when you difplay them to me with a charafter of heroil'm 
w’hich affeefts and aftonilhes me. I oppofe fufpicions, per- 
haps uiijuft ones to my. admiration and :to my tears which 
are ready to flow, . 

The other way is attended with no lefs difficulty and 
danger. It terminates at a fmall ifiand, that the Englifh 
called Crooked ifland, which lies eighty leagues off Jamaica. 
Ships that come this way mull commonly drive againd the 
eadcrly wind through the w'hole paflage, coad along clofe 
under St, Domingo, in order to keep clear of the fiats of 
Cuba, and then pafs the drarts, between the points of thefe 
two great iflands, where it is very difficult to efcape being 
intercepted by their privateers or their men of war, . The 
navigators coming from the Eucays do not meet with thefe. 
obftrudlions. 

It is reckoned that there are about Renyolutions 
two hundred of thefe iflands, all of them which have 
fituated to the north of Cuba, and mod of happened in the 
whic\ are nothing more than rocks jud Lncayu ijlands. 
yifing above water. Columbus, who dif- 

cs 
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covered them on his arrival in the New World, and who 
gave the name of San Salvador to that on which he land- 
ed, did not make any fettlement there. Neither did the 
Caftilians afterwards fix upon it ; but, in 1507, they car- 
ried off all the inhabitants, who foon perifhed in the mines, 
or in the pearl fifhery. This fmall archipelago was entirely 
defert, when, in 1672, fome Englifhmen took pofleflion of 
Providence ifland ; they were driven from thence feven or 
eight years afterwards, by the orders of the court of Ma- 
drid, but returned in 1690, and were again expelled in 
J703 by the Spaniards and French united. The ifland 
■was peopled again by a particular event. 

In 1714, fome fhips richly laden were fwallowed up by 
a ftorra upon the coafls of Florida. The treafures which 
they contained belonged to the Spaniards, who caufed 
them to be dived for. So rich a prey tempted fome of the 
inhabitants of Jamaica. The Spaniards refufed to fhare 
with them, and Jennings, the boldeft among them, had 
recourfe to arms, to fupport what he called a natural and 
undeniable right. The dread of being feverely punifhed, 
for havingdifturbed the peace which Europe had for fo long a 
time been anxious to obtain, obliged him to turn pirate. 
His companions were foon numerous enough to make it 
neceflary to multiply his armaments. The Lucays became 
their place of retreat. It was from thence that thefe rob- 
bers fallied forth to attack all vefTcls without dilllnftion, 
Englifh as well as others. The nations were apprehenfive 
of feeing renewed, in the New World, thofc fceiies of hor- 
ror which liad been difplayed there by the ancient free- 
booters, when George I, roufed by the clamours of his 
people and by the wifhes of his parliament, fent out, in 
1719, a fufficient force to fubdue thefe pirates. The mod 
determined of them refufed the amnefty which was offered 
them, and went to infeft the coafts of Alia and Africa with 
their robberies. The reft increafed the colony which Woods 
Rogers brought with him from Europe. 

This colony may at this day confift of three or four thou- 
fand perfons, half of whom are fettled at Providence, where 
Fort Naffau hath been conftru£led, and which hath a har- 
bour fufheient for fnaall veffels ; the reft are diftributed in 
the other iflands. They fend annually to England to the 
■value of forty or fifty thoufaud crowns [from 5, coal, to 
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6,250!.] of cotton, wood for dying, and live turtle; and 
with their fait they pay for the provifions which North 
America fupplies them with. 

Although the foil of the Liicays cannot be compared to 
that of feveral of the other colonies, yet it would be fuffi* 
cient to afford plenty of fubfiftcnce, by labour, to a popu- 
lation much more confiderable than that which is at prefent 
found there, in free people or in flaves. The great negle(ft 
of its cultures mull be attributed to the firft manners, and 
prefent propenfities, of the inhabitants. Thefe iflands, 
which on one fide are feparated from Florida by the channel 
of Bahama, form on the other a long chain, which termi- 
nates at the point of Cuba. It is there that begin the 
iflands called Turk’s iflands, or Caicos, which continue 
the chain as far as towards the middle of the northern coafl 
of St. Domingo. So favourable a pofition for piracy hath 
turned the views of the inhabitants towards a cruifing life. 
They are ever eager to engage in hoftilities, which may put 
the Spanifh and French produdlions into their hands. The 
Bermudas exhibit a more tranquil fcene. 

This fmall archipelago, about three Povirty of the 
hundred leagues diilant from that of the Bermudas, 
Antilles, was difeovered, in 1527, by the 
Spaniard John Bermudas, who gave his name to it, but 
did not land there. Ferdinand Camelo, a Portuguefe, ob- 
tained in 1572, of Philip II, a grant of it, which did not 
take efFe< 5 l. The French navigator Barbotiere was fhip- 
wrecked there in 1593, but thought qo more of it after he 
had quitted it. The fhip of George Sommers was broken 
to pieces there in 1609. With the wrecks of this fhip a 
fmall veffel was conftrufted, which had the good fortune to 
arrive fafe in England. 

Three years after, a company was formed in London to 
people the Bermudas, which were entirely uninhabited. 
Sixty men were fent there, and they were foon followed by 
many more. They occupied at firfl St. George, the one 
of thefe iflands which had the belt harbour ; and in procefs 
of time they took pofTcflion of all thofe which were fufeept- 
ible of culture. The land was exa£fly meafured, and dif- 
tributed among the inhabitants, in proportion as their fa- 
iiiilit?8 were more or lefs numerous. 


C6 
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The accounts that were propagated of the falubrity and 
mildnefs of the climate, attracted colonifts from all parts of 
the Britifh empire. Inhabitants reforted thither from the 
Antilles for the recovery of their health, and from the 
nortliern colonies to enjoy their fortune in peace. Many 
royalHls retired there, in expedation of the death of their 
opprelTor Cromwell. Waller, among the reft, that charm- 
ing poet, who was an enemy to that tyrannical deliverer, 
crofied the feas,. and celebrated thole fortuntae iflands, in- 
fpired by the influence of the air, and the beauty of the 
country, which are always favourable to the poet. He im- 
parted his enthufiafm to the fair fex. I'he Englifh ladies 
never thought themfelves handfome or well dreffed, nnlcfa 
they had fmall Bermuda hats made with palm leaves. 

But at lafl the charm was broken, and thefe iflands fell 
into that contempt which their infignificance dclervcd. 
They are very numerous, and their whole compafs is but fix 
orfeven leagues. The foil is very indifferent, and there is 
not a Tingle fpring to water it. There is no water to drink 
but what is taken from wells and refervoirs. Maize, veget- 
ables, and excellent fruits, afford plenty of wholefome 
food ; but there are no fuperfluous commodities for export- 
ation ; yet chance has coilc6led under this pure and tem- 
perate fky four or five thoufand inhabitants ; poor, but 
happy in being unobferved. Their connexions with Eng- 
land do not annually exceed i20,oco livres [5,000!.] and 
thofe which they have formed with the American continent 
are fcarcely more extenfive. 

In order to render the circumftanees of this weak colony 
more eafy, it hath been fucceffively propofed to cultivate 
filk, vines, and cochineal there ; but none of thefe projeXs 
•have been carried into execution. Induftry bath been con- 
fined to the manufaXuring of fail cloth, an occupation 
which is naturally conntXcd with the conftruXion of thofe 
fmall veffels made of cedar or acajou wood, which have 
never been equalled upon the globe, either for their failing 
or for their duration. 

The principal inhabitants of the Bermuda iflands formed 
a fociety in 1765, the ftatutes of which are, perhaps, the 
moft refpeXable monument that ever dignified humanity. 
^Thcfc virtuous citizens engaged themfelves to form a library 
of all books of hufbandry, in whatever language the/* had 



Booh XI F, IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 6 1 

been written ; to procure to all capable perfons of both 
fexc9 an employment fuitablc to their difpolkion j to be- 
llow a reward on every man who had introduced into the 
colony any new art, or contributed to the improvement of 
any one already known ; to give a penfion to every daily 
workman, who, after having afliduoully continued his la- 
bour, and maintained a good charafter for forty years, 
fhould not have been able to lay by a flock fufficient to al- 
low him to pafs his latter days in quiet ; and lallly, to in- 
demnify every individual who flrould have been opprelTed 
cither by the minifler or the magiftrate. 

May thefe advantages ever be preferved to thofe induf- 
trious, though indigent people ; happy in their labour and 
in their poverty, which keeps their morals untainted ! They 
enjoy, in a date of innocence, the benefits of a pure and 
ferene fky, and preferve tranquillity of mind with health. 
The poifon of luxury has never infetlcd them. They are 
not therafelves addidled to envy, nor do they excite it in 
others. The rage of ambition and war is extinguifhed 
upon their coafis, as the dorms of the ocean that furround 
them are broken. The virtuous man woujd willingly crofs 
the feas to enjoy the fight of their frugality. May the 
winds never convey to them die accouiu of the events of the 
world in which we live ! They then learn — but, alas ! — my 
imagination wanders, the pen drops from my hand, and 
they fhall receive no information from me. 

Such were the pofTefiions of the Englijh in the Ameri- 
can archipelago, when the fuccefies of the war which ended 
ill 1763 gave to the domains of that power a confiderable 
increafe of extent, of which Granada was the richeft 
part. 

This ifland hath twenty one leagues in Granada was 
circumference, fix in its greated breadth, JirJl occupied by 
which is from north to fouth, and four the French* 
from cad to wed. Its territory, though 
very uneven, is in general fertile, and fufceptible of Tome 
kind of culture, according to its quality, and to its expo- 
fure, which is not fufficicntly attended to. The foil, how- 
ever, becomes Icfs produftive, in proportion to its didance 
from the coads. The caufc of this, perhaps, may be, that 
thcT rains, which are too frequent at the foot of the moun- 
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tains, even in thofe feafons when the reft o£ the ifland is af- 
flicted by droughts, keep the neighbouring grounds, which 
are almoft all clayey, in a Hate of frefhnefs and moifture, 
which deftroys their richnefs, and confequently their fer- 
tility. 

The weftern part of the ifland is watered by ten rivers, 
the northern part by three, the eaftern part by eight, and 
the fouthern part by five. Befide thefe fprings, which are 
all confiderable enough to work fugar-mills, there are fe- 
veral others lefs confiderable, but very ufeful to the coffee 
plantations. 

The neighbouring continent flielters Granada from thofo 
fatal hurricanes which carry defolation in fo many other 
iflands ; and nature hath multiplied the creeks, the bays, 
and the harbours, which are favourable for the exportation 
of provifions. Its principal port is called Baffeterre, or 
St. George, which would fui nifh a fafe retreat to fixty men 
of war. 

Though the French, acquainted with the fertility of 
Granada, had formed, as early as the year 1638, the pro- 
jeCl of fettjing there, yet they never carried it into execu- 
tion till the year 1651. At their arrival they gave a few 
hatchets, fome knives, and a barrel of brandy, to the chief 
of the favages they found there ; and imagining tliey had 
purchafed the ifland with thefe trifles, affumed the fovc- 
reignty, and foon aCled ar> tyrants. The Caribs, unable 
to contend with them by open force, took the method 
which weaknefs always infpires to repel oppreflion ; they 
murdered all whom they found alone and defencelefs. The 
troops that were fent to fupport the infant colony, found 
no fafer or more expeditious way than to deftroy all the na- 
tives. The remainder of thefe miferable favages took refuge 
upon a deep rock, preferring rather to throw themfclves 
down alive from the top of it, than to fall into the hands 
of an implacable enemy. The French inconfiderately 
called this rock le mont des fauteurs, the hill of the leapers ; 
and it ftill retains that name. 

How was it pofiible that thefe frivolous people could 
lofe, in diftant countries, that vein of pleafantry which 
they preferve in their own, even in the midft of the greateft 
calamities ! They arc not a cruel people ; but the natural 
cheerfulnefs which accompanies the Frenchman in tent^, in 
the midft of camps, upon the field of battle, upon a mkt- 
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trafs in an hofpital, where he may have been laid, covered 
with wounds, and of which he is expiring, will fugged: to 
him fome ridiculous expreffion, which will produce a fmile 
in the companions of his misfortunes ; and this contrail of 
charafler with fituation will manifeft itfelf in the fame man- 
ner among all Frenchmen, and among fome perfons of a 
fingular turn m all the countries in the world. 

They were juftly punifhed for all thefe cruelties, by a ra- 
pacious, violent, and inflexible governor, Moll of the co- 
lonifts, no longer able to endure his tyranny, retired to 
Martinico, and thofe who remained on the ifland condemn- 
ed him to death. In the whole court of jullice that for- 
mally tried this mifereant, there was only one man who 
could write, and his name was Archangeli. A farrier was 
the perfon that impeached, who, inftead of the fignature, 
fealed with a horfe-fhoe ; and Archangeli, who performed 
the office of clerk, wrote gravely round it. Marque de 
Monfieur de la Brie, conftiller raporteur : Mark of Mr. de 
la Brie, counfel for the court. 

It was apprehended that the court of France would not 
ratify this extraordinary fentence, pafTed with fuch unufual 
formalities, though dictated by common fenfe. Moil of 
the judges of the crime, and witneffes of the execution, 
difappeared from Granada. None remained, except thofe 
whofe obfeurity fereened them fnmi the purfuit of the 
laws. The eftimate taken in 1700 fhews, that there were 
on the ifland no more than 251 white people, 53 free fava- 
ges or mulattoes, and 525 (laves. The ufeful animals were 
reduced to 64 horfes, and 569 head of horned cattle. The 
whole culture confifted of three plantations of fugar, and 
fifty-two of indigo. 

The face of things was totally changed towards the year 
1714; and this alteration was effedled by Martinico. 
That ifland was then laying the foundation of a fplendour 
that was to afioniffi all nations. It fent immenfe produc- 
tions to France, and received valuable commodities in re- 
turn, wffiich were moil of them fent to the Spanifh coafts. 
Its fhips touched at Granada in their way to take in re- 
frefhments. The trading privateers, who undertook this 
navigation, taught the people of that ifland the value of 
their foil, which only required cultivation. The execution 
of tvery projed is facilitated by commerce. Some traders 
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furnilhcd the inhabitants with (laves and utenfife to ercS. fu- 
gar plantations. An open account was eftablifhed between 
tire two colonies. Granada was clearing its debts gradu- 
ally by its rich produce ; and the balance was on the point 
of being clofed, when the war in 1744 interrupted the 
communication between the two iflands, and at the fame 
time flopped the progrefs of the mofl important culture of 
the New World. At that time, cotton, cacao, and parti- 
cularly coffee trees, were planted ; and during the continue 
ance of hoflilities, they acquired a fufficient growth to 
yield plentifully. Thel'e ufeful trees were not abandoned 
after the peace of 1748; but the culture of the fugar- 
canes was then pufhed with an eagernefs proportioned to 
their importance. A feries of misfortunes, too much me- 
rited, foon deprived the mother-country of the great ad- 
vantages it flattered itfelf with from this colony. 

The paffionate defire of premature and unbounded en- 
joyment, that malady which hath tainted the government 
(;f a nation which yet deferves the affeclion of her mafters ; 
tliat prodigality which reaps when it fhould few, which 
deflroys the pafl with one hand, and the future witli the 
other, which exhaufls and confumes the flock by anticipat- 
ing the income ; that confufion which refulc&from the dif- 
trcfTcs any flate mufl neceffarily be reduced to, that has 
rcitlier principles nor experience, that has powder without 
views, and means without condu<fl ; that anarchy tliat pre- 
vails at the helm ; that precipitation, that caballing among 
inferiors ; the impropriety, or total want of projedls ; ou 
one hand, the audacity of doing any thing with impunity ; 
on the other, the fear of fpeaking even for the public 
good : this concurrence oflong fucceeding evils has thrown 
Granada into the hands of Great Britain, which is con- 
firmed in the pofTeflion of this conqueft by the treaty of 


Events at Gra-- The Englifh did not make a fortunate 
nada fincc it is beginning. A great number of them re- 
fallen under the folved to have plantations upon an ifland, 
Bntxfh, of which the higheft opinion had previ- 

oully been formed ; and, in their enthu- 
fiafm, they purchafed them for much more than their real 
value. This palfion, which expelled the ancient coloriiftsi 
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who were inured to the climate, drew thirty-five or 
thirty-fix millions of iivres [from 1)458,333!. 68* 8d. to 
1,500,00©!.] out of the mother-country. This imprudence 
was followed by another. The new proprietors, milled, 
no doubt, by national pride, have fubflitutcd new me- 
thods to thofe of their predeceflbrs. They attempted to 
alter the mode of living among their flaves. The negroes, 
who from their ignorance are more attached to their* old 
cuftoms than other men, revolted. It was found neceffary 
to fend out troops, and to fhed blood. The whole colony 
was fiHed with fiifpicions. Mailers, who had been under 
the nccelGty of ufing violent methods, were afraid of being 
burnt or malTacred in their own habitations. The labours 
declined, and were even totally fufpended. Tranquillity 
was at length rellored, but it was foon fucceeded by a new 
llorm. 

Throughout the whole extent of the Britilh cmj)irc, the 
Roman catholics are rigoroully deprived of the lead influ- 
ence in public affairs. When the miniftry eftablifhed the 
Englilh government at Grenada, they thought proper to 
deviate from thefe gencially-received prirtcipTes ; and they 
permitted all the ancient inhabitants, of whatever religion 
they might be, to give their vote in the alfemblies of the 
colony. This innovation met with the itioft obffinate re- 
fiftance ^ but at laft parliament, which had got rid of fome 
of its prejudices, declared in favour of the adminillration, 
and catholics, as well as others, were allowed to attend to 
the common interells of the colony. 

The predikdlion which George III had Ihewn for the 
French, who were become his fubje<Sl8, made him imagine 
that his commands would meet with no oppofition in a fet- 
rlement of which they Hill formed the greateft number. 
In this perfuafion, he ordered that the duty of four and a 
half per cent, upon productions on their exportation, which, 
in an excels of zeal, all the Britilh iflands, except Jamaica, 
had very anciently granted, fhould be levied at Granada. 
Tlie power of doing this was difputed with him. The 
caufe was formally tried, and the decifion was not favour- 
able to the monarch. 

This triumph elated the minds of the colonifts. In or- 
der to accelerate the cultures, they had borrowed large fums 
tram •the monied people of the mother-country. Thefe 
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debts, which amounted to 50,000,000 of livres [2»o83,333l. 
6s. 8d.] were not paid at the appointed ^ime. The credi- 
tors had recourfe to the rigour of the law, which authorifed 
them to feize the plantatioovs that had been mortgaged to 
them, to put them up to public falc, and to exait the full 
value of them eight months after. This feverity fpread 
univerfal condernation. The legiflative body of the illand, 
in tlieir defpair, paffed a bill on the 6th of Jimt 17.74, 
which divided the value of the acquifition into live pay- 
ments, and which protra6fed the lad payment to the term 
of thirty-two months. The fecrct motive of this finguJar 
aS. was undoubtedly to put it in the power of the debtors 
to bid for their own eftatcs, and by this contrivance to pro- 
cure them delays, which they would in vain have expedlcd 
from the commiferation of their creditors. 

A meafure fo bold excited a tumult throughout Eng- 
land. It was generally thought an injurious thing, that a 
very fmall part of the empire ihould arrogate to itfelf a 
right of annihilating engagements contradfed under the 
fan6lion of a law univcrfally eftabliflied, in the good faith of 
trade. This indignation was communicated even to the 
iflands of America, which underftood clearly, that no fur- 
ther credit could be expedlcd, if confidence were not fet- 
tled upon a firm bafis. The Britons of the Old and of the 
New World united in urging the fupreme power to repair 
without delay this great breach made in the important and 
imprefcriptible right of property. 

Cultures of 7 'he parliament, whatever might be 

Granada^ and of the diftrefs of this valuable acquifition, 
the Granadines, thought in the fame manner as the peo- 
ple. 

In 1771 and 1 7 75, St. George was reduced to afhes by 
dreadful fires. The colony experienced other calamities ; 
and notwithfianding this, its productions have increafed 
threefold fmee it came out of the hands of the French. It 
is become, under the other hemifphere, the fecond of the 
Engliih iflands. Its new mother-country receives from it 
annually eighteen millions weight of fugar, which, at 40 
livres [ll. 13s. 4d.3 the quintal, produce in Europe 
7, 200, coo livres [300,000!.] one million one hundred thou- 
fand gallons of rum, which, at one livre ten fols [i*>. 3d.] 
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the gallon, produce 1,650,000 livres [68,750!.] thirty 
thoufand quintals of coffee, which, at 50 livres [2I. is. 
8d.] the quintal, produce 1,500,000 livres [62,500!.] 
three thoufand quintals of cacao, which, at 50 livres [2I. 
18. 8d.] the quintal, produce 150,000 livres [6,250!.] 
three hundred quintals of indigo, which, at 800 livres 
[331- 6s. 8d.] the quintal, produce 140,000 livres 
[io,oool.] tliirteen thoufand quintals of cotton, which, at 
150 livres [61. 5s.] the quintal, produce 1,950,000 livres' 
[81,250!.] this makes in all 12,690,000 livres [528,750!.] 
but in this revenue is included that which the Granadines 
produce. 

There are a dozen of fmall iflands, from three to eight 
leagues in circumference. They do not afford a Tingle river, 
and yet the climate is very wholefome. The ground, co-^ 
vered only with thin bufhes, has not been fcrcened from the 
fun for many centuries, and it may be cultivated without 
its exhaling at any time thofe noxious vapours which gene- 
rally attack the planters perpetually elfewhcre. 

Cariacou, the only one of thefe iflands which the French 
have occupied, was at hrfl frequented by turtle fifhermen, 
who, in the intervals of leifure afforded them by their oc- 
cupation, attempted fome kinds of culture. Their fmall 
number was foon increafed by fevcral of the inhabitants of 
Guadaloupe, who had been driven from their habitations by 
inifehievous infedls. Thefe good people, afiilted by eight, 
or nine hundred flavcs, employed themfclves with fuccefs 
in the culture of cotton. This fhrub was conveyed by the 
Englilh to the other Granadine iflands, and they even, 
formed a fugar plantation at Bequia, and two at Cariacou. 

T ABAGO, which was acquired by Great T^he ijland of 
Britain at the fame period and by the Tobago becomes 
fame treaty, is feparated from the Spanilh a Britijh 
ifland of Trinidad only by a channel of fe/Jion, 
nine leagues over. This poffellion hath 
ten leagues in length and four in its greatefl breadth. It 
hath a harbour upon its caflern coafl, in which there arc 
twenty-five or thirty feet of water, and another on its 
northern coail, which hath no more than twenty or twen- 
ty-five. They are both fheltered from mod of the winds, 
an adtantage which that on the fouth fide doth not enjoy. 
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Aitiong the fmall moufitains which occupy the centre of the 
ifland, there is one more elevated, the black and reddiOi 
colour of which feems to indicate the ruins of an ancient 
volcano* It is not expofed to thofe dreadful hurricanes 
that are fo deftruftive in other parts. PoIBbly it owes 
this ineftimabic advantage to the vicinity of the continent. 

Tabago has formerly been exceedingly populous, if we 
may credit fomc traditional accounts. The inhabitants 
long withftood the fierce and frequent attacks of the fava- 
ges from the continent, who were llubborn and irreconcil- 
able enemies. At length, wearied out with thefe inroads, 
which were inccfiantly renewed, they difperfed into the ad- 
jacent iflands. 

That which they had fotfakert lay Open to invafion from 
Eutope, when two hundred natives of Flcffingen landed 
there in i6j2, to lay the foundation of a Dutch colony. 
The neighbouring Indians joined with the Spaniards of the 
iflatid of Trinidad, to oppofe an eftablifhment that gave 
umbrage to both* Whoever attempted to ftop their uiry, 
\Va8 murdered or taken prifoner ^ and the few who eftaped 
into the woOd§ foon deierted the ifland. 

For twenty years the Dutch forgot a fettlcment which 
Was only noted for the difafters of us origin. In 1654 a 
frefh colony was fent there, which was driven away in 
i 666 . The Englifh were foon deprived of this conqueft 
by the French ; but Lewis XI V,^ fatished with having con- 
quered it, reilored it to his ally the republic of Holland. 
This fettlemCnt fucceeded no better than the other colonies 
of that commercial nation that were engaged in agricul- 
ture. The motives that determine fo many perfons from 
other countries to go to America, ought never to have in- 
fluenced the Dutch. Their own country affords every pof- 
fihle advantage for trade, and they have no need to go 
abroad to make their fortune. A happy toleration, pur- 
chafed, like their liberty, with rivers of blood, hath at 
length left the confciences of all men free fo that no re- 
ligious fcruples can induce timorous minds to banifh them- 
felves from their native countiy. The government makes 
fuch ample provifion for the relief and employment bf the 
poor, that none arc driven by defpair to go and clear a fo- 
reign land, which ufually deftroys the flrft cultivators Ta- 
bago, therefore, never had more than 1,200 men, employed 



Book XIV. IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES, ^9 

in the culture of a little tobacco, cotton, and indigo, and 
of fix fugar plantations. 

The colony was confined to this fcanty exertion of in- 
duftry, when it was attacked by the very fame nation that 
had reftored it to its former rights of poffeflion and proper- 
ty. In the month of February 1677, a French fleet, deC- 
tined to feize upon Tabago, fell in with the Dutch fleet 
that was fent out to oppofe this expedition. They enga- 
ged in one of the roads of the ifland, which became famous 
for this memorable a6lion in an age abounding with great 
events. The obftinacy and valour on both fidcs were fuch, 
that the fight ftill continued, when every fiiip was difmafted 
and unrigged, and no failors left to work them. The ear 
gagement did not ceafe till twelve veflels were burnt, and a 
great number were funk. The aflailers loft the feweft* men, 
and the defendants kept pofleffion of the ifland. 

But d’Eftrccs, who was determined to take it, landed 
there the fame year in the month of December. There 
was then no fleet to obftrud or retard his progrefs. A. 
bomb thrown from his camp, blew up their powder maga- 
zine. This proved, as it generally does, a decifive ftroke ; 
aad the enemy, unable to refift, furrendcred at diferetion. 
The conquerors availed themfclves to the utmoft of the 
right of war : not content with razing the fortifications, 
they burnt the plantations, feized upon all the fliips in the 
harbour, and tranfported the inhabitants from the ifland. 
The conqueft of this place was fecured to France by the 
peace that foon followed an a6lion, in which defeat was at- 
tended with no marks of difgracc and victory with no ad- 
vantage. 

The court of Verfailles negle6Ied this important ifland to 
fuch a degree, as not to fend a Angle man thither. Per- 
haps, in the intoxication of falfe grandeur, they beheld with 
indifference whatever was merely ufeful. They even enter- 
tained an unfavourable opinion of Tabago, and imagined 
it was only a barren rock. This error gained ground from 
the behaviour of the French, who, finding themfelves too 
numerous at Martinico, went over to the iflands of St, Lu- 
cia, St. Vincent, and Dominica. Thefe were precarious 
poffeflions, and the foil of which was of an indifferent qua- 
lity. Could they poffibly hare been preferred to an ifland 
wher® the land was better, and the property inconteftable \ 
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Such was the reafoning of a government, which was not 
then fufficiently enlightened concerning the trade and plan- 
tations of the colonies, to difcern the true motives of this 
diflike the fubjc( 5 fs had to Tabago. 

An infant colony, efpecially when it is founded with 
jflender means, cannot fubfift without immediate afliftance. 
It cannot make any progrefs but in proportion as it finds con- 
fumption for its firft productions. Thefe are generally of a 
common fort, are not worth the expences of exportation to 
any diftance, and therefore will fcarce fell but in the neigh- 
bourhood, and ought Infenfibly, and by moderate profits, 
to lead to the undertaking of thofe great cultures which 
are the objeCl of commerce between Europe and the Lee- 
ward ifiands. But Tabago was too remote from the 
French fettlements, to attraCt any inhabitants by fuch a 
gradation of fuccefs. Lefs fruitful ifiands, that were nearer 
to their refources, were preferred. 

The low condition into which it was fallen, did not pre- 
vent It from attracting the attention of England. That 
proud ifland, which thinks hcrfelf the queen of all others, 
becaufe fhe is the molt flourllhing, pretended to have an 
undoubted right to that of Tabago, becaufe it had once 
been in her poffelfion for fix months. Her forces have con- 
firmed her pictenfions; and the peace of 1763 has juftified 
the fnccefs of her arms, by ceding to her a pofieflion, 
which file will turn to better account than the French ever 
did. 

Plan for char- Almost all the lettlcnients in the An- 
ing the yimcri- tides have proved fatal to the firlt colo- 
can [[lands* nilts, who, aCting by chance in times of 

little experience, without the concurrence 
of the mother-country, committed perpetual blunders. 
Their avidity would not fulfer them to follow the method of 
the natives, who, to abate the influence of a conflant 
fcorching fun, ufed to feparate the fmall parcels of land 
which they were forced to clear, with large fpaces covered 
with trees and fiiady thickets. Thefe favages, infirudled 
by experience, fixed their dwellings in the middle of the 
woods, to preferve themfelves from the quick and danger- 
ous exhalations of a ground newly turned up. 

The dcllroycrs of this prudent people, being too. eager 
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after their profits, negledled this method as too flow ; and 
being impatient to cultivate all, precipitately cut down 
whole forefis. Thick vapours immediately arofe from the 
ground, which was heated, for the firft time, by the rays 
of the fun. Thefe increafed as the earth was flirred up 
for fowing and planting. Their malignant particles infi- 
nuated themfelves into every pore and every organ of the 
hufbandman ; who, by hard labour, was conftantly kept in 
a profufe perfpiration. The circulation of the fluids was 
flopped, all the vifcera were dilated, the body fwelled, the 
ftomach could no longer perform its functions, and death 
enfued. Thofe who efcaped thefe peflilential influences by 
day, loft their lives by fleeping in huts haftily run up upon 
a frefh foil, where vegetation was too aftive, and fo un- 
wiiolefome, that it confumed the men before it could 
nourifh the plants. 

From thefe obfervations it appears, that the following 
would be the beft plan which could be purfued in the efta- 
biifhing of a new colony. At our firft arrival, it fhould be 
obferved what winds are moft prevalent in the archipelago 
of America, and it will be found that they blow regularly 
from the fouth-eaft and the north-eaft. If we were at li- 
berty to choofe, and met with no obftacle from the nature 
of the ground, we fhould take care not to fix on the lee- 
ward fide, left the wind fhould be continually bringing to 
U8 the vapours of the new-tilled grounds, and infedl, from 
the exhalations of the new plantations, a piece of land that 
might have been purified in time. Our colony fhould there- 
fore be founded on the windward fide of whatever country 
we mean to cultivate, Firft, all the liabitations fhould be 
built in the wooc-;, and not a tree be fuffered to be felled 
about them. The woods are wdiolefome ; the refrefhing 
fhade they afford, and the cool air w-e breathe in them, even 
in the heat of the day, are a prcfcrvatlve againft that ex- 
ceflive perfpiration, which is the dcftrudlion of moft Euro- 
peans, by the drynefs and acrimony of an inflammable 
blood, deprived of its fluid parts. Fires fhould be kept in 
the huts all night, to defpel any noxious air that might 
have entered. This cuftom, which is conftantly pradlifed 
in fomc parts of Africa, would be as fuccefsful in Ame- 
rica, confidering the analogy betw^een the two climates. 

Aftv having taken thefe precautions, we might begin 
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to cut down the woods ; but it fhould be at leaft at fifty 
toifes diftance from the huts. When the ground is laid bare, 
the flaves fiiould not be fent out to their work till ten o’clock 
in the morning, when the fun has had time to divide the 
vapours, and the wind to drive tliem away. The four hours 
lou after fun-rife, would be fully compenfated by fparing 
the ftrength of the labourers, and by the prefervation of the 
human race. This attention fiiould be continued as long 
as any lands are clearing or fowing, till the ground was 
thoroughly purged and ^ttled ; when the coloniils might 
be allowed to fix [upon it, and be employed without the 
leafl apprehenfions at all hours in the day. Experience has 
already juftified the neceflity of all thefe meafures. 

Misfortunes The Englifii and their fiaves not hav- 

ntshich the Eng^ ing followed the plan we have been trac- 
lijh have fuffer- ing, perifhed in great numbers at Taba- 
ri/ at Tabago. go, though moil of them came there to- 
gether from the neighbouring colonies. 
Enlightened by this difafter, they fettled to windward of 
the ifland, and death ceafed its ravages. The cuftom which 
the Britifii government have of felling the foil of the ifiands, 
and the formalities infeparable from fuch a fyftem, retarded 
the formation of a fettlement, which by piirfuing other 
maxims, perhaps Icfs prudent, might have been begun im- 
mediately after the peace. It was not till 1766, that four- 
teen thoufand acres of ground were allotted and divided in- 
to (hares of five hundred acres each. New allotments were 
afterwards made, but no planter was ever allowed to pur- 
chafe more than one (hare. 

The ifiand, the foil of which hath been found too fandy, 
is yet inhabited only by four hundred white people and 
eight thoufand negroes. They were (lopped in the begin- 
ning of their career by ants, who have devoured the great- 
eft part of the fugar canes which have been already planted. 
The forty thoufand quintals of fugar which were gathered 
from thirty plantations have been reduced to one half. 
This void hath been filled up by cotton, the crop of which 
is eight hundred thoufand pounds weight, and by indigo, 
which yields twelve thouland pounds. St. Vincent hath 
not experienced a fimilar calamity. 
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When the Ehglifh and French, who Hiftoryofihe 
for fome years Jiad hctti ravaging the fayages of SL 
Windward iflandsi began to give forhe Vincent* 
<iori<iftence to their fbttlcrhehts, in the 
year 1660 they agreed that Dominica and St. Vincent 
fhould be left to the Caiibs as their property. Some of 
thefc ravages, who lilt then had been difperfed, retired into 
the former, and the greater part into the latter. There 
thclc mild arid moderate men, lovers of peace and fdence, 
lived in the Avoods, in fcattered families, under the guidance 
of ari old mart, whom his age alone had advanced to the 
dignity of ruler, The dominion paJfTed fucccflively into, 
every family, where the oldclt always became king, that is 
to fay, the guide and father of the nation. Thefe ignorant 
ravages were flill unacquainted with the fublime art of fub- 
diiing and governing men by force of arms ; of maifacring 
the inhabitants of a country to get polTeflion of their lands ; 
of granting to the conquerors the property, and to the con- 
quered the labours of the conquered country ; and, in jpro- 
cefs of time, of depriving both of the rights and the fruit 
of their toil by arbitrary taxes. 

The population of thefe children of nature was fuddenly 
augmentca by a race of Africans, whofe origin was never 
pofitivcly afcertaiiicd. It is faid, that a fhip carrying ne- 
groes for fale, foundered on the coaft of St, Vincent, and 
the flaves who efcaped the wreck were received as brethren 
by the favages. Others pretend that thefe negroes were de- 
lerters, who ran away from the plantations of the neigh- 
bouring colonics. A third tradition fays, that this foreign 
race comes from the blacks whom the Caribs took from the 
Spaniards in the firil wars between thofe Europeans and 
the Indians, If we may credit Du Tertre, the moft an- 
cient hillorian who has written an account of the Antilles, 
thofe terrible favages, who were fo inveterate againft their 
matters, fpared tlxc captive flaves, brought them home, and 
rettored them to liberty, that they might enjoy life, that 
is, the common bleflings of nature, which no man has a 
right to withhold from aiiy of his fellow-creatures. 

Their kindnefs did not flop here : for, by whatever 
chance thefe ftrangers were brought into the ifland, the 
proprietors of it gave them their daughters in marriage ; 
and tlie race that fprangfrom this mixture were called black 
VqL F. D 
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Caribs, They have preferved more of the primitive colour 
of their fathers than of the lighter hue of their mothers. 
The red Caribs are of a low ftature ; the black Caribs tall 
and ftout ; and this doubly favage race fpeak with a vehe- 
mence that feems to itfemble anger. 

7 he arrival of In procefs of time, however, fome dif- 
ihe French at ferences arofe between the two nations. 
St, Vincent raif- The people of Martinico perceiving this, 
es clifputes he- refolved to take advantage of their divi- 
tween the red lions, and raife themfelves on the ruins of 
and the black both parties. Their pretence was, that 

Caribs, the black Caribs gave fhelter to the flaves 

who deferred from the French iflands. 
Impohure is always produdfive of injuftice. Thofe who 
were falfely accufed were afterwards attacked without rea- 
fon. But the fmalluefs of the numbers fent out again 11 
them ; the jealoufy of thofe who were appointed to com- 
mai}d the expedition ; the defe^fion of the red Caribs, who 
refufed to fupply fuch dangerous allies with any of the fuc- 
cours they had promifed them to adf againft their rivals 5 
the difficulty of procuring fubfiftence *, the impoffibility of 
coming up with enemies who kept themfelves concealed in 
w’oods and mountains : all thefe circumllances confpired to 
difconcert this rafh and violent enterprife. It was obliged 
to be given up, after the lofs of many valuable lives \ but 
the triumph the favages obtained did not prevent them from 
fuing for peace as fuppliiints. They even invited the French 
to come and live with them, fw^earing fincere fricndfhip and 
inviolable concord. The propofal was agreed to ; and the 
next year, 17 19* many of the Inhabitants of Maitinico re- 
moved to St. Vincent. 

The firft who came thither fettled peaceably, not only 
with the confent, but by the affiftance, of the red Caribs. 
This fuccefs induced others to follow their example ; but 
thefe, vvliether from jealoufy, or fome other motive, taught 
the favages a fatal fecret. That people, who knew of no 
property but the fruits of the earth, becaufe they are the 
reward of labour, learned with aftonifhment that they (^ould 
fell the earth itfelf, which they had always looked upon as 
bc-Ionging to mankind in general. This knowledge indu- 
ced them to meafure and nx boundaries ; and from that in- 
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ftant peace and happinefs were banlrtied from their ifland. 
The partition of lands occafioncd divifions amongft men. 
The following were the caufes of the revolution produced 
by the fyftcm of ufurpation. 

’ When the French came to St. Vincent, they brought 
{laves along with them, to clear and till the ground. The 
black Caribs, fhocked at the thoughts of refembling men 
who were degraded by flavcry, and fearing that fome time 
or other their colour, which betrayed their origin, might 
be made a pretence for endaving them, took refuge in the 
thickell parts of the foreft. In this lituation, in order to 
imprint an indelible mark of diftindtion upon their tribe, 
that might be a perpetual token of their independence, 
they flattened the foreheads of all their children as foon as 
they w'ere born. The men and women, whofe headg could 
not bend to this llrange fhape, dared no longer appear in 
public without this viliblc fign of freedom. The next ge- 
neration appeared as a new race. The flat -headed Caribs, 
who were nearly of the fame age, tall, proper men, hardf 
and fierce, came and ere(fied huts by the fea-fide. 

They no fooner knew the price which the Europeans fet 
upon the lands they inhabited, than they claimed a (hare 
with the other iflanders. This riling fpirit of covetoufnefs 
was at firll appeafed by fome prefents of brandy, and a few 
fabres. But not content with thefe, they foon demanded 
fire-arms, as the red Caribs had ; and at lad they w^ere de- 
firous of having their fliare in all future fales of land, and 
likewife in the produce of pail fales. Provoked at being 
denied a part in this brotherly repartition, they fori .ed in- 
to a feparatc tribe, fwore never more to aflbeiate with the 
red Caribs, chofe a chief of their own, and declared war. 

The numbers of the combatants might be equal, but 
their ibength was not fo. The black Caribs had every ad- 
vantage over the red, that induftry, valour, andboldnefs, muff 
foon acquire over a weak habit and a timorous difpofition, * 
But that fpirit of equity, which is feldom deficient in fa-, 
vages, made the conqueror confent to lhare with the van- 
quiflied all the territory lying to the leeward. It was the 
t)nly one which both parties were defirous of pofTeffing, bt- 
caufe there thty were fure of receiving prefents from the 
French. 

The bjack Caribs gained nothing by the agreement which 
thty thernfelves had drawn up. The n w planters who 

Da 
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csaxit to the ifJand always landed and fettled near the red 
Caribs, where the coaft was mod accefllble. This prefer- 
ence rouCed that enmity which was but i\\ extinguilhed^ 
The war broke out again. The red Caribs, who were al- 
ways beaten, retired to windward of the Ifland. Many 
took to their canoes, and went over to the continent, or to 
Tabago ; and the few that remained lived feparate from the 
blacks. 

The black Caribs, conquerors and makers of all the lee- 
ward coaft, required of the Europeans that they ftiould 
again buy the lands they had already purchafed. A French- 
man attempted to /hew the deed of his purchafe of fome 
land which he had bought of a red Carib ; ** I know not,’' 
fays a black Carib, vrhat thy paper fays ; but read what is 
*** written on my arrow. There you may fee, in chariw^lers 
** which do not lie, that if you do not give me what I dc- 
** mand, I will go and bam your houfe to- night.'’ In this 
manner did a people, who had not learnt to read, argue 
wkh thofc who derived fuch confequence from knowing 
how to write. They made ufe of the right of force, with 
as much affurance, and as little remorfe, as if they had 
been acquainted with divine, political, and civil, right. 

Time,, which brings on a change of meafurcs with a 
change of intcrefts^ put an end to thefe difturbances. The 
French became, in their turn, the ftrongeft. They no 
longer fpent their time in breeding poultry, and cultivating 
vegetables, cafTava, maize, and tobacco, in order to fell 
them at Martinico. In lefs than twenty years, more im- 
portant cultures employed eight hundred white men and 
three thoufand blacks. Such was the fituation of St. Vin- 
cent when it fell into the hands of the Englifli ; and was 
fecured to them by the treaty of 1763. 

Si. Vincent falh Thi.s ifland, which may have forty 

into the hands leagues in circumference, is mountainous, 
ttJtheEngljfl). but interfcdled by excellent valleys, and 
watered by a few rivers. It was in the 
welkm part of it that the French had begun the culture of 
cacao and of cotton, and had' made conliderablc advances 
in that ofl coffee. The conquerors formed there fome fa- 
gar plantations. The impofiibility of multiplying them 
upon atv uneven; foil| which* is full of ravines, made them 



Soeh XIV. IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 77 

dcfirous of occupying the plains towards the eaft. The fa« 
vages, who had taken refuge there, rcfufed to quit them ; 
and rccourfe was had to arms to compel them to if. The 
refiftance which they oppofed to the thunders of Euiopeau 
tyranny, was not, and could not poffibly be maintained 
without great difficulty. . . n. 

An officer was mcafuring out the ground which had jutb 
been taken pofleffion of, when the detachment that accom- 
panied him was unexpedledly attacked, and alrnoft totally 
dellroyed, on the 25th of March 1775. It was generally 
believed that the unfortunate perfons who had jufi: been de- 
prived of their poffeffions, were the authors of this violcncej^ 
and the troops put themfelves in motion to deftroy then^. 

Fortunately, it was determined in time, that the Carib^ 
were innocent ; that they had taken or maffacred feveral 
fugitive flaves who had been guilty of fuch cruelties ; and 
that they had fworn not to ftop till they had purged the 
ifland of thofe vagabonds, whofe enormities were often im- 
puted to them. In order to confirm the favages in this re— 
iblution, by the allurement of rewards, the legiflative bo- 
dy palled a bill to enfure a gratuity of ^e mbides, or* 120 
livres [5l«]l to any one who fhould bring the head of a ne- 
gro, who fhould have deferted within three months. 

Great Britain hath not hitherto gained any great advan- - 
tage from thefe barbarities* St. Vincent ftill reckons no 
more than five hundred white men, and feven or eight thou- 
fand negroes. Their labours yield t?© more than twelve 
hundred quintals of cotton, fix milHons weight of very fine 
lugar, and three hundred and fixty thoufand gallons of 
rum. Thefe prodiuftiona grow upon a vciy light kind of 
foil, and which for that reafon, it is thought, will be foon 
exhaufted* This is an opinion generally received in Ame- 
rica^ and it will be proper to examine whether it be well 
founded. 

Undoubtedly, the rains which fall in torrents upon a 
broken country, muft more readily carry away a fandy foil 
than a clayey one, the particles of which fhall adhere more 
ftrongly to each other.. But is it underfiood in what man- 
ner a foil can be exhauiled ? Can it.be by the lofa of thofe 
earthy particles, into which the plants it produces are at 
length reduced, and of which it feems to be deprived,, 
when the plants do not rot upon the fpot where they have 
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been cultivate4 ? In anfwer to this, it is proved from the 
experiments of Van Helmont, that plants do not take 
away any fenfible weight from the foil ; and that it is the 
moiilure with which the earth is watered, that is the only 
caufe of vegetation. If this exhaufling of the foil be fup- 
pofed to arife from the lofs of the falls which it furnifhes 
for the fucceffivc growth of the plants, it is equally proved, 
by the numerous experiments of M. Tillet, and of feveral 
other natural philofophers, that the ground is nothing more 
than a matrix, in which the germina of plants receive their 
growth, which they feem only to derive from heat and 
moifture. All thefe experiments colledlcd, feem alfo to 
prove, that the water alone, w'hether conveyed by natural 
or artificial means, contain all the falls and all the princi- 
ples that are to concur in producing this growth. 

Let us therefore content ourfelves with faying, that fuch 
or fuch a fpecies of earth may be more or Icfs eafily put in- 
to a ftatc lit to receive and to preferve the quantity of wa- 
ter necefiary for completing vegetation. The moll trilling 
labour ftirs up a light foil : it is then eafily penetrated 
by the fiightell rain : but a hard rain preffes it together, 
and the fun eafily raifing the moillurc, which in this llatc 
of compreflion it could onlj^ imbibe to a very little depth, 
deprives it of the only fpecies of nour’fhment wdiich it fur- 
nlllted to the plant, and without which the plant could not 
fubfill. Nevcrthelcfs, the feafon is not callecb in quellion ; 
and much lefs the ignorance of him who knows not how to 
moderate its effedls. Prejudice determines the foil to be 
exhaulled and ruined. In future, it is worked only- with 
regret, and confequently very ill. It is abandoned, while 
nothing more was wanting than a proper fpecies of culture 
to enrich the proprietor w'ho negle^ls it. 

A fomevvhat lefs degree of friability conllitutes what is 
called a ftrong foil, which requires more tillage, and is of a 
more laborious nature ^ but when once it is prepared, ma- 
nured, and watered, the dilT foil preferves for a much 
longer time its molflure, which is a necefiary vehicle of the 
falls, whether they be continually conveyed, and fuccefiive- 
ly renewed, by the rains, or by artificial watering. 

Of what ufe then, it will be faid, is dung ? It ferves to 
raife up more eafily, and more generally, the foil, by the 
fermentation which it excites in it, and to keep it* for a 
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longer time mlfed and fupplied, either by its a£llve parti- 
cles, which can only unfold themfelves gradually in the 
compad foils, fuch as thofe of the fecond fpecles, which 
are divided by heating them, or by its oily particles, which 
fattening the foil of the firft fpecies, retain in it, for a 
longer time, the moifture which its too great laxity, and 
the incoherence of its particles, would foon allow to 
efcape. 

Dung, therefore, properly applied, and according to its 
quality, partly fupplics the place of tillage ; but can tillage 
i'upply the place of dung ? We are inclined to think it 
would not for light foils, which, fortunately, require but 
little dunging ; but we believe it would in ftrong loils, and 
thefe require a great deal of dung. But nothing can fup- 
ply the place of rain ; which, in America, when it is plen- 
tiful, renders all the foils nearly equal. Some fruits 
brought forward by the feafon, rot in the moft excellent 
foils : but almoft all of them arrive at perfedion in the 
moft ordinary foils. In America there is no rainy feafon 
which is not fruitful ; while, in a dry feafon, the income 
diminifhes fometimes by one half. 

The only objed that deferves the attention of the inha-- 
bitants of St. Vincent, as well as of all perfons who are in 
pofleflion of a light foil, in whatever zone it may be fitu- 
ated, muft therefore be, to fix their plantations upon their 
loweft mountains, to prefer the culture of fuch plants as 
will cover the foil fooneft, and will leave it lefs expofed ta 
the immediate fhbek of heavy rains, which comprefs it 
more and more when it is not tilled, and which drag it 
away when it is prepared ; to choofe efpecially that plan of 
cultivation, which, while it (hall not counterad the efforts 
of the plant too much, fhall fupply it with a degree of 
growth neceffary to defend the foil, at the time when it 
ftands moft in need of it, in that feafon when it would be 
in danger of being ftripped, in procefs of time, down to the 
fand. While the foil fhall remain covered with any kind of 
earth, we need not fear its being barren. The foil which 
hath once been fufficient for the nutrition of any plant, 
when brought into its primitive (late by the care of the 
cultivator, will for ever b^ fufficient for the fame purpofes. 
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PoMiiNiCA was mhaBi ted bjr its o^rir 
children. In 1732 nine hui^dr«?d and thirty- 
^ Domintca, cigHt Caribs were found there> dillributecj 
in thirty-two carbcts ; and three hundred' 
and forty-nine Frenchmen occupied a part of the coaft, 
which the favages had left to them. Thefe Europeans had. 
no other afliftance, or rather companions of their labours^ 
except tweiity-three free mulattoes, and three hundred and 
thirty-eight uaves^ They were all employed in breeding 
poetry, in railing provifions for the confumption of Mar- 
tinico, and in cultivating fcventy-two thoufand two hun^ 
drcd cotton ihrubs. Thefe trifling prodmflions were after* 
wards increafed by the addition ot coffee^ At length the^ 
ifland, at the peace of 1763, when it became an Engliflr. 
pdfleflion, reckoned fix, hundred white people^ and two 
thoufand negroes*. * 

Since the end of the laft century, Great Britain, which 
was advancing towards the daminion of the fcas, while Ih^ 
accufed France of afpiring to the monarchy of 

wciic, nad fliewed a§ miKjn eagemeis tor J^^ominica, as (he 
had in the late negociations, wdien victory gave her a right 
to choofe. Nine pariflies have fucceffively been cftablilhcd 
upon this ifland, where, on the firft of January 1778, the 
population confided of fifteen hundred and feventy four 
white people, men, women, and children ; five hundred and 
feventy-four mulattoes, or free negroes, and fourteen thou- 
land three hundred and eight Haves. 

The cattle of the ifland did not exceed two hundred and 
eighty-eight horfes, feven hundred and feven mules, thirty, 
four alTes, eighteen hundred and thirty head of horned cat- 
tle, nine hundred and ninety-nine hogs, and two thoufand 
two hundred and twenty-nine Ihcep, or goats. 

Its cultures confifted of fixty-five fugar plantationSf 
which occupied five thoufand two hundred and lifty.fcven 
acres of ground ; three thoufand three hundred and fixty- 
nme acres planted with coffee, at the proportion of one 
thoufand feet per acre ; two hundred and feventy-feven. 
acres planted with cacao, at the proportion of five hundred 
feet per acre ; fourfcorc and nine acres planted with cotton, 
at the proportion of one thoufand feet per acre ; fixty-nino* 
acres of indigo, and fixty trees of black caflia. 

Its provifions confified of twelve fiundred and two acres 
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of banana trees, fwteen hundred and forty-feven acres of 
yams or potatoes, and two thonfand feven hundred anff 
twenty-nine trenebes of manioc. 

Nineteen thoufand four hundred and feventy-eight acres 
were taken up by the woods ; four thoufand two hundred 
and ninety-fix by palluragcs and (avannas ; three thoufand 
fix hundred and fifty-five acres were referved for the crown, 
and three thoufand four hundred and tlfirty-four were en* 
tirely barren. 

This was all that fifteen years of labour had been able to-" 
effe^i upon a foil which was exceedingly hilly, and not very- 
fertile. 

This fcttlement was expofed in its in- D'lfturlancei he^- 
fancy to a molt flagrant ad of difhonefty. imtn the 
Sevei*al of the planters had obtained con- hjh of Dominica 
fiderable advaoccs from trade. To avoid and the French 
paying their debts, they took refuge, with of the neighbour* ■ 
their flaves, in the French iflands, where ing iflandt. 
an open protedion was granted them. In 
vain they were claimed; in vain was it required that they 
fhould be compelled to fatisfy their creditors : every folicit- 
ation was ufclefs. The legiflativc body then made a law, ^ 
which freured to all French emigrants the advantage of en- 
joying, without moleftarion^ all the riches they fhould bring ; 
into Dominica. 

Let us examine without" partiality the condiid of the 
two nations, and we (hall find it faulty on both fides. 

And firft, with refped to th« French, let me- afk them,, 
if thefe refugees were not at the fame rime thieves ? Why 
therefore did they grant them a» afylum ? Why did they 
refufe to give them up,- wlicn they were darmed ? Let us 
«vcn fuppofc that the requifttion had been made in an im- 
perious mao net ; the hufiiicfs' wae to exlhnine the jhfticc of 
the ckim^ not the manner in which it was made. This war 
not au occafiun in which it was proper to give a pe talent 
anfwcr to haughty demand. An adion which we are 
urged to by juftke can never be humiliating. Let the* 
French, for a moment, put themfelves in the place of the 
creditors, and tddmev whether they would not have fent to* 
the court of London the fame reprefentations, and the fame? 
compiainta ? and whether they would not have been equal- 
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ly exafperatcd by its filence, or by its refufal ? There can- 
not be two fyftems of juftice. 

On the otner hand, when by way of reprifal the Englifh 
offered an afylum to the French emigrants, did they not 
doubl't the fame fault? Did they not excite to robbery and 
to defertion thofe fraudulent debtors who were inclined to 
cfcape from the legal purfuit of their creditors ? If the na- 
tions who divided the New World among themfelves had 
adopted, in imitation of them, the fame meafures, who 
would have advanced to their colonifts the fums they might 
have wanted ? What would have become of America, if 
this pernicious fyftem had manifefled itfelf at the origin of 
the conquefts ? What would Hill become of it if it were 
pniverfally adopted ? Let us reflect a moment, and we fhall 
be convinced, that a general fufpenfion of juftice would be- 
come one of the moft dreadful calamities that could poffi- 
bly aftlidf mankind. We fhall perceive, that fo fatal an 
agreement among nations would bring the world back to 
that ftate of plundering and barbarifm of which we have not 
even an idea. What advantage will the Englifh find, in 
infefting themfelves with our villains, and in fending theirs 
to us ? What concern can we have, or what confidence can 
we repofe, in men who are deftitute of faith towards their 
fellow-citizens ? Do the Englifh expedb mone honefty from 
ours ? If they receive them, why fhould a third nation ex- 
pel them ? Is it intended that perfidy ftiould wander, with 
impunity, from one country to another, and fpread itfelf 
over the whole furface of the globe ? I may perhaps exag- 
gerate the confequences of this proceeding : but in order to 
judge properly of an a(5lion, we muft confider the utmoft; 
extent of its effedls. This is a certain way of imprefling 
the mind more forcibly with them. 

But I may be afleed, in what manner fhould the Englifti 
have a£led ? In the firft inftance, they were right in making 
the demand. Afterwards, they fhould have gone down 
fword in hand into the afylums of their deferters, and 
fhould have laid them wafte. Thus it is that they would 
have fhewn themfelves brave and upright men. The blood 
that would have been fpilt would not have been imputed to 
them ; and they would have been applauded by all the 
people of Europe, interefted in the fame caufe. 

We need not however be furprifed that both the Englifh 
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ffnd French fhould reciprocally grant a retreat to ihcir 
malefactors, when we daily fee them arrogating to them- 
felves the right of fending them to each other, by banhhing 
them from their own country ; a law, which is as contrary 
to the common right, as that which fhould authorifc a citi* 
zen, whofe dog' Ihould run mad, to let him loofe in the 
houfe of his neighbour, would be contrary to the right of 
individuals. 

But a man who has two hands, is always a fpecies of 
valuable property ; he ought therefore not to bb conceal- 
ed. It may alfo be urged, that wc have fomc rcafon to 
expeCf, fince there are few inftances of it, that a wicked 
man may amend. It is true, there may be one inftance in 
a hundred of fuch an amendment : but the queftion is, 
whether, for the chance of having one bad man who may 
forfake his evil ways, it be prudent to keep a hundred in- 
corrigible villains ? 

There was however another diftant In what conjlfls 
objeCl, exclufive of the care of fettling the importance of 
plantations, which entered into the exten- Dominica ? 
five views of* the Englilh. They wifhed 
to atti-aCl the productions of the French colonies to Domi- 
nica, in order that they might fecure the trade of them to 
themfelvcs. It was to carry this great projeCl into execu- 
tion, that, in 1766, all the ports of the ifland were made 
free. A number of aCtive and cnterprifing men immediate- 
ly came from Europe and from North America. Immenfe 
Itores of corn, fait fifh, and flaves, w'ert fotmed at Rofeau. 
This town fupplied the wants of Martlnico, of Guadaloupe, 
and of St. Lucia ; and received in payment, commodities 
of greater or lefs value. Thefe exchanges would have been 
even more confiderable, if by an ill-jqdged avidity of the 
treafury. Great Britain had not herfelf put u reilraint upon 
thefe fiaudulent connexions. 

The events which have detached the American continent 
from England, and the efforts which tlie French are making* 
to extend their conneClions in Africa, mult toon reduce the 
flaple of Dominica to nothing, or to a trifle ; but it can 
never be deprived of the advantage of its pofition. situat- 
ed between Guadaloupe and Martinico, at only feven leagues, 
dil^ance from each, it threatens them equally. At both itr 

D 6 
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extremities, to the north and to the fouth, aie two exceK 
lent harbours, from whence the privateers and the fleets 
may intercept X\)p navigatipn between the mother*country 
and its colonies, and even the communication between the 
tw’Q fettlcir>€nts* What would be the confequcnce if the 
4iQTthorn port, known by the name of Prince Rupert, were 
changed, as it migl't eafily be, ipto a harbour, and furround-*- 
ed with fortifications ? This plan, it is faid, hath been de- 
termined upon in the council of George IIL Every cir- 
cumflance induces us to believe that it will never be carried 
into execution j the nation hath too much confidence in its 
naval forces, ever to incur fuch an expence.. 

J^ws peculiar Domixica, in thefe latter times, hath 

PommuoM drawn the attention of all America, by an 
event, the caufes of which may almott b« 
traced as far back as the difeovery of the New World. 

Scarce had the Europeans marked the foil of the other 
fiemifphcre with tficir fanguinary fteps, than it became ne* 
ceflary to propii^re flaves from Africa, in order to clear it.. 
Women were found among this degraded race, whom the 
fcarcity of females rendered agreeable to the colonifts* 
Front this alliance, wbjeh feemed to be reprobated by na^ 
tore, there arofp a mi^^cd generation, whofe chains were 
often broken by paternal tenderncfs«. A lentiment of good- 
nefs, innate in man, gave liberty, on fome occafions, ta 
other Haves f and ^ fiil) greater number of captives pur- 
chafed their freedom, bn vain did a fufpicious and provU 
dent fyftem of policy ejtclaioh with vehemence, againft this 
cuflom, applauded by humanity : the bellowing or freedom 
npon /laves w^aflill coiHmued ^ spd even bec^c more 
quent. 

The freedmen, how'ever, were not put upon an entire 
equality with theii: former maftera.. The laws generally 
imprinted a mark of inferiority on this clafs of men. They 
were HiU mote dc^aded by prejudice, in the frequent oc- 
currences of cWil fife. Their fituation was never any thing 
ixK>re than an ioteroediate ftate between ilavery and origin# 
liberty. 

Piilin£tk)ns fo humiliating ^ed the minds of thefe freed« 
men with rage. The Have is commonly in fo abjed a 
tha^ lie 4pth UVt ^ hi> tymatj he can do 
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npthing more than hate him. But the heart of a ma» 
whofe chains have been ftaken off, hath a greater degree 
of energy j he both hates, and bids defiance to the white 
men. 

The dangerous efFefts of thefc finiftcr difpofitlona fhould 
have been prevented. In the focieties of Europe, where 
all the members are equals, where the intereft of each indU 
vidual is the intereft of the whole community ; we are not 
allowed to fuppofe that a citixen would intentionally do 
any thing injurious to the general good, unlefa there ara 
llrong proofs of it.. But in Amenca, where an enormous 
and Angular body of men, divided in opinions, is compofed 
of three *difFerent cla/Tes, it is thought right to facrifice the 
two lad to the fecurity of the former. The flaves are kept 
in a perpetual Hate of oppreflion, and the freedmen are 
thrown into prifon upon the flighted fufpicion. Their, 
averflon for the white people is confidered as a delinquency 
of a very ferious nature, and Judifies, in the eyes of autho* 
rity,. all the precautions that are taken againd them. It is 
to this drange feverity that mod of the nations have wiflicd 
to attribute the kind of tranquillity which they have enjoy- 
ed in their fettlcments in the New World. 

In the Englidi colonies alone the free negro is upoii the 
fame footing as the white man The dronged prefump- 
tions are not fufficient to authorife. an attack ujjon the 
liberty of the one, any more than of the other., xlence.it 
happens that the law,, which is very cautious, for fear of a 
midake, in fijting upon the cnminal, fometimes remain^ in- 
aflive for a longer time than is confident with the public 
advantage. The freedmen have fometimea abufed thefein* 
dulgenccs in the Britifh iflanda ; and their feditious commo- 
tions have obliged Dominica to alter its fydem. 

It was determined, by a hill pafled in the month of Sep- 
tember 1774, no colonid (hould, for the future^ be al- 
lowed to grant liberty to any flavc, before he had paid 100 
pidoles [41I. 138. 4d.] into the public treafurv. But if 
the freedman could afterward#, prove that he could not gain 
a fubfidence by his labour, be was to' receive 8 q livres [3^ 
6a. every fix months^ , till he (hould be enabled, by 
more favourable cireumilances, to do without this alBd- 
ance* 

Every freedmanjr coiivide4:by the depofition of two wiu 
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neffes, either free or flaves, before twojuftices of the peace, 
of being guilty of any offence that not capital, is to be 
whipped, or to pay a fine, or to be imprifoned, according 
as the luagiftrates (hall determine. The fame punifhments 
are to be infli6fed upon him for having dillurbed the pub- 
lic peace, or for having infulted, threatened, or beaten a 
tvhite man. 

A freedman who fh all have affifled a (lave to defert, who 
fliall have granted an afylum to him, or accepted of his fer- 
vices, fhall be condemned to a fine of 2,000 livres [83I. 68.. 
8d.] to be applied to public ufe. If the culprit fhoiild be 
unable to pay the fum, he fhall undergo three months im- 
prifonment, or be whipped, according to the decifion of 
the juftices of the peace. 

No free negro, mulatto, or meftee, fhall be allowed to 
vote at the election of a reprefentative of his parifh, in the 
general affemhly of the colony. Neither protedfion nor 
fortune can ever efface this mark of reprobation. 

Plan conceived After having given a feparate ac- 
by the Brtitjh count of each of the three neutral iflands 
fniniftry to ren~ which England acquired by the treaty 
der JlouriJJytng of 1763, it is incumbent upon us to fiate 
the three iflands the means which that power hath thought 
nvhich voerefor^ proper to employ, in order to derive folid 
-merly neutral. advantages from their profperity. 

At firft, government thought proper 
to fell the different portions of the extenfive foil which the 
fuccefs of the war had given to them. Had they been 
gratuitoufly bellowed, they would have been obtained by fa- 
vour and intrigue, and they would not have been ufeful for 
a long time. But the nation was well convinced, that 
every citizen who fhould have employed part of his ca- 
pital in the acquifition of an cftace, would not fail to lay 
Out upon it what was ncccffary for him to make the moil 
of his property. 

It might, however, be improper to exadl the immediate 
payment of the ceded lands, becaufe the new plantations 
require fuch great expences fn buildings, in cattle, and In 
flaves. On this account, it was fettled, that the purchafer 
fhould not be obliged to pay more than twenty per cent, 
in the firft inftance,-ten per-cent, the two following “years, 
and afterwards twenty per cent, every year after, till the 
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payment was completed. He was to be divefted of all bis 
privileges, if he did not fulfil his engagements at the ftatcd 
periods. ^ » 

In order to foften what might appear too fevere in this 
law, the planter was allowed to change this debt into a per- 
petual annuity ; and even the firfl payment was not to begin 
till a twelvemonth after the clearing of the land. 

As the vaft extent of the eftates had vifibly diminiihed 
the mafs of the produ6lions in the iflands, which England 
had pofiefTed for a^^long time, it was thought proper to take 
meafures to avoid this inconvenience in the new acquifitions. 
It was decreed, that no perfon fiiould be allowed' to pur- 
chafe more than one plantation ; and that the largeft of 
them Ihould not exceed five hundred acres. It was even 
limited to three hundred for Dominica, the pofition and 
deftination of Vvhich required a greater number of Euro- 
p*ean8. Government alfo decreed, that five of every hund- 
red acres fhould be annually cleared, till half the plantation 
fhould be cultivated ; and that thofe who fhould not have 
fulfilled this obUgation fhould pay a fine of 112 livres 10 
fols [4I. 13s. 9d.] annually, for every acre of ground which 
fhould not have been cultivated in the limited time. Every 
colonifl was obliged alfo to put one white man, or two 
white women, upon every hundred acres of his territory, 
under the penalty of paying every year to the treafury 900 
livres [37I. los.] for every man, and half of that fum for 
every woman, that fhould be wanting to make up the num- 
ber he ought to have. 

This lafl precaution might give fome coniiftence to the 
new fettlements ; but it was thought they would one day 
fiand in need of further affiftance. In order to procure it 
for them in time, gratuitous conceffions of land, from ten 
to thirty acres, have been granted in favour of the poor who 
choofc to fettle in thof& iflands. This was a fufficient por- 
tion of land to enable them to live by their labour, in thofe 
eafy circumftances which they would never have experienced 
in the old hemifphere. From an apprehenfion that they 
might lend their name to fome rapacious man, or might 
afterwards fell their property to him, -it was ordained, that 
they fhould themfelvcs take pofTefiion of the land three 
months after it had been granted them ; that they fhould 
dwell upon it for twelve months cdli(^utively j and that 
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they fhould keep it for feven whole years. After this time, 
they were to pay a fine of nz fbk [ 6 ( 1^3 every acre, 
which fhould be cultivated, and one of iz hvres 5 fola 
[ 118 . 8d.] for thofe which fkould remain uncultivated. 

The Eit^ifb iflands had for a long while complained of 
the want of rain, becaufe all their forefts had been levelled*- 
In order to prevent this inconvenience in the new pofleflions, 
the commifTarics V' ere ordered to preferve for the crown a' 
fufficient quantity of the woods to attra 6 i thV clouds, and 
to keep up that degree of moifturc which is more or Icfs 
neceflary for all the plants peculiar to America. 

I^ftly, none of the fums acquired by the fale of th^ 
lands were to belong to government. They were all to be 
confecrated to the harbours, to the fortifications, and to: 
other objeds of ufe in thofe iflands. 

The fate of the French^ tefiding in great ruunberrat 
Dominica and at St. Vincent^ remained ilill to be fettled. 
Thefc planters were under no kind of apppehenfion for their 
property. They had obtained or purchafed it. from the 
Indians, and had been confirmed in their pofleffion by the 
government of Martinico, who required of them a ffight 
duty in return. The firft of thefe titles could be of no- 
weight in the eyes of a conquering power j and the fccond 
was nwnifoftly contrary to the conventions between the^ 
courts of London and of Verfailles, who had engaged them«^ 
felvcs not to allow their refpedive fubjcfls to fettle in the 
neutral iflands. 

The expeflations, therefore, of thofe aflive men, who 
would have accelerated the progref* of the two coloniea^ 
which they thcmfelves had founded, were entirely fruftrat- 
ed. Whether the Britifli miniftry were apprehenfive of 
difguftin|^ the Engliih, in obliging tbena to- pay for a tern*, 
tory, which their ancient rivals continued to poflisfo gratuit- 
Qufly, or whether a wiftt prevailed of getting rid of thofe 
foreigners, who, by their religion and tlieir habits, might- 
be too ftrongly attached to their former cauntryr it was re- 
gulated, that the French fhould, for the future, enjoy their 
plantations only upon perpetual leafes. 

This hard reftraint, fo oontrary to the manims of fi^ind: 
policy, difperfed them. The emigration was not, howevcr,t 
univerfal. After the firH eifedta of diflatisfa^ion, the 
wifeU ol them fci^te that they fhould iUlI'gakb 



Xm XN TliB WE^T IN|>XP^ 

more by rcpurcbatog the lands which they alre^uly eryoy- 
eJ, than if they were ta fettle upon ^ frefti fp^t tl^t wpu.hi 
Goft them ^othipg. 

Gr9at Britain entertained gre^t eat- Ohjifl^ks which- 
Deflations fron? the meafurea which fh^ havfi prenxented 
taken for the profperity of her con- the profperUy oj 
quefts. The ftrccefs hath not been the nemrak 
anfwerable ; and the c^ufes of this fingu- iflqnis, 
l^r difappointment are well known* 

The three neutral iflands were no fooner fecured tp^ 
England by the treaties, than it became a general paffion to 
form fettlementa upon them. This epidemical madnefs 
made the lands which \ycre fold by government rrfc to rd 
extravagant price. As a bold fpirit of enterprife was the 
only fortune moll of the purebafers bad, credit became their 
only refource. Tt<y fpund it in London, and in fpmc 
Other trading places, the merchants of which, mifled by the 
liu::: borrowed conHerable fums at a low intereH^ 

in order to lend them IZ tlicfc SBttrprlling fpcculators at aa 
advanced intcreft. 

The new proprietort, mod of whom had purchafed 
foil, without taking the trouble of examining it, proceeded 
with the fame levity in the formation of their plantations 
The coafts, and the interior parts of the iflands, were foon 
covered with mafters and Haves, equally inexperienced in the 
laborious and difficult art of clearing the lands. ^ This oc«- 
cafioned numberlefa faults and misiortuces. The evil be* 
came extreme, and foon broke out. 

The colonifts had borrowed at eight per cent, in 1766, 
or about that period, and the loan was to be paid five yeara 
after. The impofiibility they found of fulfilling thefe en- 
gagements alarmed their European creditors. DiTappoint* 
ed of the remittances they expefied, thefe rapacious lenders 
were at length undeceived ; and the greater their credulity 
had been, the more a< 5 rive did their anxiety become. Having 
recourfe to the authority of the Jaw, they expelled from 
their plantations the unhappy men w^ho had been unfortun- 
ately feduced by raflr expe<itation8. Thus ended the dclu*. 
five profpefl of the new Englifh colonies. 

But this great commotion mull be attended with favour*^ 
able confcquenccs. The manures undertaken by men witW- 



90 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Book XIK 

out powers, and who are reduced to their original poverty, 
will procure to the nation the fame advantages that ufually 
refult from an irregular and diforderly ferment in the Itate. 
A foil which languifhed in the hands of the firft polTefibrs 
will be cultivated with better means, with more intelligence 
and economy. While we are eKpe61;ing the effedls of this 
new effort of induftry and a6livity, let us refume the ac- 
count of the Englifh pofTeflions in the American archipe- 
lago. To afceriain the value of the colonies of a maritime 
and commercial power, is to make an eftimate of its 
ftrength. 

Prefent Jlate of The Britifh iflands in the Weft Indies 
the Englijh are in general more extenfive than they 

Jlands^ are fertile. Mountains, which cannot be 

cultivated, occupy a great fpace in fome 
of them ; and others are entirely, or partly, formed of a 
chalky foil, which produces but very little. The beft have 
been cleared for a long time, and require the afliftance of 
manures, which are imperfedt and fcarce in this part of the 
New World. Moft of them have been dripped of the 
forefts, by which they were originally fheltered, and are ex- 
poled to droughts, which often ruin the labours undertaken 
with the ftridteft attention, and carried on at a great ex- 
pence. 

Accordingly, the increafe of provifions hath not been 
proportioned to the number of hands employed in obtaining 
them. There ace at this time in thofe colonies four hund- 
i red thoufand flaves, who by their labours fcarce produce 
f wo thirds of the income that is colle£led from a richer foil 
with the fame means. 

The number of white people hath generally diminifhed 
in proportion to the increafe of the negroes. Not but that 
there were as many idle or indigent men in England to re- 
place thofe who perlfhed, or who difappeared with the for- 
tunes they had acquired, as at the time of the firft emigra- 
tion ; but the fpirit of adventure, which the novelty of the 
objedf, and the concurrence of circumftances had excited, 
was either checked or annihilated. On one hand, the 
fpace which was occupied by the fmaller cultures had been 
fucceffively filled with fugar plantations, which require an 
ienmeafe extent of territory ; and on the other, the proprie- 
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tors of thefe great plantations have reduced, as much as 
poffible, the number of their agents, whofc fabrics were be- 
come a heavy burden. 

Since this revolution, the Britifh iflands have ftill greater 
reafon than ever to be apprehenfive of plunder and of inva- 
fion. Their colonifts, w'ho are all inlilted, were formerly 
ftrong enough at leaft to repel a weak and ilharmed enemy. 
Moll of them might at prelent be taken by furprife, Ihould 
the navy of the mother-country ceafe one moment to pro- 
tc<5l them. It is a great point, if in the prefent ftate the 
militia are able to contain the negroes, who are more un- 
fortunate under the Englilh dominion than under any 
other : for it Ihould feem, that the hardHiips of flavcry 
were fo much the greater among free nations, in propor- 
tion as it is more unjull, and more foreign to the conllitu- 
tion. Such i« the progrefs of man towards independence, 
that, after having fhaken off the yoke, he willies to impofe 
it upon others 5 and that thofe who are the moll impatient 
of fervitude become the fondell of dominion ! 

The Well Indies were never fubje6lcd to any impoll by 
Great Britain, But, in 1663, Barbadoes, and the other 
iflands, except Jamaica, voluntarily engaged to pay a per- 
petual tax of four per cent, upon all their produdlions which 
fhould be exported. So great an a6l of generofity hath 
fince appeared burdenfomc, and the weight of it was allevi- 
ated as much as polTible. As this obligation is paid in 
commodities, there are fcarce any delivered to government, 
except fucli as are in fome refpe6l faulty ; and the colonifts 
are not more fcrupulous with regard to their weight than 
to their quality. Thus it is that the trealury receives only 
two thirds of the gift which was formerly granted to them. 

This is ftill too much for fettlements that are obliged to 
defray their internal expences themfelves. Thefe were very 
confiderable when thofe colonies regulated all their own af- 
fairs, or creeled the fortilications judged neceflary for tlieir 
fecurity. The taxes were multiplied at tliis period ; and 
every difagreeable event brought on frelh ones, becaufe it 
was thought more prudent to require contributions of the 
citizens, than to have recourfc to public engagements. 
Time hath diminilhed the wants, and it has been found ne- 
cefiary to provide for thofe which remained with more eco- 
nomy, becaufe the planters have not the fame refources. 
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The taxes are at prcfcnt incotifK^eraWe, and they 
ftill be rcditced, if thofe who fill the pofts of adminiftratioa, 
in manifeft contradi(5b‘on to the republican fpirit, which h 
that of difintereftednefa, did not require large falaries. 

But this is an unavoidable inconvenience attending a com- 
mercial nation. Whether free or not, they ultimately love 
or value nothing hut wealth. The third of gold being 
more the work of imagination than of necefiity, we arc not 
fatiated with riches as we are with the objefls that gratify 
our other pafRons. The latter arc diftindl and tranficnt y 
Uiey either countera<fl or fucceed each other whereas the 
third of gold feeds and fatislies all the other paflions, at 
lead it fupplies their place, in proportfon as it exhaufta 
them, by the means it contributes towards the gratification 
©f them. There is no habit which is more confirmed by 
cudom than that of amafi^ng riches^ It fCCms e<juaH-y to 
be excited by the enjoyments of vanity, and by the fclf-de- 
nial of avarice. The rich man always wants to fill or to 
iwereate ms treabtrCi Thie ir sr obferratron, which 

extends from individuals to nations. 

Skicc large fortunes have been ralfcd in England by 
trade, the defire of wealth k become the univerfal and rul- 
ing paffion. Such citizens as have not been able, or did 
not choofc to follow this lucrative profeflion, have dill 
turned their views to tha^ gain which the manners and opi- 
nion of the times have made neceffary. Even in afpiring 
to honours, they hunt after riches. In following the ca- 
reer of thofe laws and virtues, which ought ever mutually 
to aflid each other, even in obtaining the honour of a feat 
in parh'ament, they have found out the way of aggrandiz- 
ing their fortune. In order to be chofen members of this 
powerful body, they have bribed the votes of the people ; 
and have not been more alhamed of felling thefe very peo- 
ple to the court, than they were of having bought them. 
Every vote in the fenate of the empire is become venal. A 
celebrated miiiider had a book of rates of the probity of 
each member, and openly beaded of it, to the diTgracc of 
the Englifh. It^was the duty of his office, he faid, to buy 
off the reprefentatives of the nation, in order that they 
diould vote, not againd, but according to, their confcience. 
But what can confcience avail againd the allurements of 
gain ? If the mercantile fpirit hath been able to diffufc in. 
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the mother-country th^ cootagioii ofperfortal idta*^fti ho\y 
is it poflible that it fhould not have mfeded the colon ie^ 
of which it is the printipal and the fupport ? ts it then 
true, that, in jiroud Albion, a man who fhould be gcrierdiw 
enough to fferve his country for the mere love of gloty 
would be confidered as a man of another world, and of the 
laft age ? Vain-glorious ifland, may thine enemies renounce 
this fordid fpirit of intereft, and thou Wilt one day reftorfc 
to them all they have loft I 

Ncverthclefs, opulence feems to prevail in the Englifh 
fettlements in die Weft Indies. This is bccaufb the pro- 
ceedings of arbitrary authority, which afflict fo many other 
countries, ^arc unknown here ; becaufe there are ndiie of 
thofe vile inftruments of the treafury, who deftroy the bafrs 
of property, in order to eftabliih the forms of it : becaufe 
the culture of fugar hath been fubftitiited there, to that of 
productions of little value : becaufe the plantations belong 
in general to rich men, or to powerful aftbeiations,' which 
never fuffer them to want the neceflaiy means for their im- 
provement ; becaufe if fome unfortunate cafualty fhould re- 
duce the colonift to the neceffity of borrowing, he obtains 
the loan eahly, and at a clieap rate ; for his pofleflions are 
mortgaged to his creditor, and the payment is fecured at 
the Hated times : becaufe thefe iftands are lefs expofed to 
devallation and invafion than the po/Teflions of other powers, 
that are rich in productions, and poor in fhips ; becaufe the 
events of the mott obllinate and moft deftrUClive wars never 
prevent, and fcldom retard, the exportation of their com- 
modities : in a Word, it is becaufe the Britilh ports always 
open to their principal crops a mOre advantageous mart 
tha« their rivals can expeCt anywhere elfe. Accordingly, 
the lands conftantly bear a very high price in the Engiidi 
iflands, both the Europeans and the Americans being equal* 
ly eager to purchafe them, 

Thefe lands would ftill have been in greater requeft, if 
the accefs to the Weft Indies had been lefs rigidly prohi- 
bited to foreign navigators ; if they had been at liberty to 
choofe their own purchafers throughout the globe. But 
a fet of laws, the regulations of which it hath never been 
poffible to elude, have concentrated their connexions with- 
in the limits of their own empire, with the national pro- 
vinces of both hemifphcres. 
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Tbefe colonies do not find upon their own territory ei- 
ther provifion for thtir own fubfiflence, or hearts of burden 
for their labours, or woods for their buildings. They were 
{applied with thefe objedls of primary necellity by North 
America, which received in payment rum and other produc- 
tions, to the amount of three or four millions of Jivres [from 
125,000!. to 1 66,6661. 13s. 4d.] every year. The troubles 
which have divided Old and New England have interrupt- 
ed this communication, to the great detriment of the iflands. 
Till neceflities of an urgent nature rtiall caufe it to be open- 
ed again, or till other connections fhall be formed, to be 
fubftituted to it, the Well Indies will have no other vent 
for their produClions than that which Great Britain will 
furnirti them. 

At the prefent period, England receives annually from 
the iflands flie occupies in the Weft Indies, to the amount 
of about ninety. three millions of livres [3)875,000!.] in 
commodities, including fixteen or feventeen millions [from 
666,6661. 13s. 4d. to 708,333!. 6s. 8d.] which they pay 
to government, and the rum which Ireland receives direOl- 
ly in payment for the fait provilions which it furnifhes to 
the colonies. 

Almoft all the fugar, which forms three fourths of the 
produce of the iflands, is confumed in the kingdom itftdf, 
or is carried to Ireland. It is fcldom that any of it is fent 
to Hamburgh or to other markets. 

The exports which Great Britain makes of the produc- 
tion of the Iflands do not annually exceed feven or eight 
millions of livres [from 2yi,6661. 13s. 4d. to 333)333h 63. 
8d.] If we add to this fum what flie mull gain upon her 
cottons, which flie manufaCfures with fo much fuccefs, and 
which are diffufed throughout a great part of the globe, we 
fhall have a tolerably exaCt idea of the advantages which 
this empire derives from the Well Indies. 

The iflands receive in payment their furniture and cloth- 
ing, the utenfils necelfary for their manufaClures, a great 
deal of hardware, and flaves for the working of their lands. 
But the things that are fent to them are infinitely inferior 
in value to thofe which are received from them. We mull 
dcdudl the expcnces of navigation and of infurance, the 
commiflion, or the profit of the merchant. We mult dc- 
du<fl the intereft of fixteen millions fterling, whicli thefe co- 
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lonies owe to the mother-coqntry. We muft dedudl what 
the rich proprietors of the plantations fpcnd in J^ngland, 
where they habitually refide. If we except the pofcffions 
acquired or fecured by the treaties of 1763, the infant 
plantations of which arc ftill in want of advances, the other 
poITeffions of the We/l Indies fcarce receive in their har- 
bours the fourth part of the value which they fend out 
from them. 

It was the capital of the empire which formerly fent out 
ahnofl: all the exports, and received almoft all the returns. 
Men of enlightened underftanding were very properly in- 
cenfed at this evil. But London is at lead the fined port 
in England. It is there that Ihips are built, and manufac- 
tures are carried on. London furnifhes feamen for naviga- 
tion, and hands for commerce. It dands in a temperate, 
fruitful, and central country. Every thing has a free pafT- 
age in and out of it. It may be truly faid to be the heart 
of the body politic, from its local pofition. That city is 
not filled with proud and idle men, who only encumber and 
opprefs the laborious people. It is the feat of the nation- 
al affembly. There the king’s palace is neither vad nor 
empty. He reigns in it by his prefence, which animates 
every thing. There the fenate diiElates the laws, agreeable 
to the fenfe of the people it reprefents. It neither fears 
the eye of the monarch, nor the frowns of the miniftry. 
London has not arrived to its preftnt grealruefs by the in- 
fluence of government, which drains and over-rules all na- 
tural caufes ; but by the ordinary impulfe of men and 
things, and by a kind of attraciion of commerce. It is the 
Tea, it is England, it is the whole world, that makes Lon- 
don rich and populous. 

Neverthelefs, this immenfe daple hath lod, in procefs of 
time, foniething of that fpecies of monopoly which it exer- 
cifed over the colonies and over the provinces. Bridol, 
Liverpool, Lancader, and Glafgow, have taken a confider- 
able fhare in this great circulation. A more general com- 
petition would even have been edablifhed, if a new fydera 
of manners, a diflike for a retired life, the dtfire of ap- 
proaching the throne, and an effeminacy and corruption 
which have exceeded all bounds, had not colle(fled at Lon- 
don, or within its didrid, a third part of the population of 
the whole kingdom, and cfpecially the great confumers.j 
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SiMMaH of thii The Hiftdi-y of the great Aniericzi** 
fiches imi £u> archipclagb canftbt he better concluded^ 
rope drd^t :han by a recapitulation of the advantaged 
the Amtri^ it procui-es to thbfe pov^^ers which have 
cad iflands^ fiicceflively invaded it. It is only by the 
tmpulfe v^hich the immenfe prodadion6 
ijT this arehipelagb have given to trade, that it muft ever 
hold a diftinguifhed place in the annals of nations ; fince, 
in faifl, riches ate the fpring of ill the great revoliitidns 
that difturb the globe. The colonies of Afia Minor occa- 
fibned bbth the ^lendouf of that qnatter of the earth, and 
the downfal of Gre^ece. Rtime, which was at firft defirohs 
of fubduing nations only to govern them,' was flopped ih 
the prOgreTs of her greatnHs, when ftie acquired the poUef- 
fion of the treaforres of the eafl. Wat Teemed to {lumber 
for a while in Europe, in order to invade a nevv u 6rld : 
and has fince been fo often renewed there, merely to divide 
the fpoils. Poverty, which will always be the lot of the 
greater part of mankind, and the choice of a feW wife men, 
makes no didurbance in the world. Hiflory, therefore, 
can only treat of maflacres or riches. 

The {{lands of the other hetnifphere yield annually fif- 
teen millions of livres [625,000!.] to Spain j eight mil- 
lions [333»333h < 5 s. 8d.] to Denmark; thirty million 
[1,250,000!.] to Holland; eighty- two millions [5,416,6661. 
13s. 4d.] to England; and one hundred ana twenty-fix 
millions [5,250,000!.] to France. The produSlions there- 
fore gathered in fields that were totally uncultivated within 
thefe three centuries, are fold in out continent for about 
two hundred and fixty-one millions of livres [10,875,006!.] 

. This is not a gift that the New World m^es to the Old. 
The people who receive this important fruit of the labour 
of their fubjedls fettled in America, give in exchange, 
though with evident advantage to themfelves, the produce 
of their foil and of their mahufadlures. Some confuiTie 
the wholfe of what they draw from thefe diftant pofTcfflbns ; 
others make the overplus the bafis of a profperous trade 
with their neighbours. Thus every nation that is poflefted 
of property in the New World, if it be truly induftrious, 
gains flill lefs by the number of rhen it maintains abroad, 
without any cxperice, than by the population which thofc 
procure it at home. To fubfift a botony in America, h 
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weccffary to cultivate a pmvmce in Europe ; and this ad- 
ditional labour incrcafes the inward iirength and real wealth 
of the natidn. The whole globe fenfible of this impulfe. 

The labours of the people fettled in thofe iflands are the 
foie bafis of the African trade : they extend the fifheries 
and the cultures of North America, afford a good market 
for the manufaclures of Aha, and double, perhaps treble, 
the adlivity of all Europe. They may be conhdered as the 
principal caiife of the rapid motion which now agitates the 
iiniverfe. This ferment mufl increafe, in proportion as 
cultures, that are fo capable of being extended, fhall ap- 
proach nearer to their higheft degree of perfedlion. 

Nothinc? would be more likely to haft- The Isjimodeto 
en this happy period, than to give up the ht ad^ptsd for 
exclufivc trade, which every nation has increajing im 
referved to itf^lf in its own colonies. An produB'tonj of 
unlimited freedom to trade with all the the Amerkan 
iflands would be produ<frive of the great- archipelago. 
eft eftorts,. by exciting a general compe- 
tition. Men who are infpired with the love of humanity, 
and are enlightened by that facred fire, have ever wifhed 
to fee ercry obftacle removed that intercepts a dired com- 
rn unication of all the ports of America with all thofe of 
Europe. The feveral . governments, which> being almoft 
all corrupt in their origin, cannot be it^fiuenccd by this 
principle of univerfal benevolence, have imAgined that af- 
lociations, moftly founded on the fepanrte intcreft tsf each 
nation, or of one fingle individual, ought to be formed, in 
order to confine all the connexions of every colony to' its 
refpeXive mother country. The opinion is, that thefe re- 
ftraiaing laws fccure to each commercial nation in Europe 
the fale of its own territorial produXions, the means of - 
procuring fuch foreign commodities as it may ftand in need 
of, and an advantageous balance with all the other trading- 
nations. ° 

This fyftiem, which was longthought to be the beft, has 
been vigoroufly oppofed, when the theory of commerce had 
once fivaken off the fetters of prejudice. It has been alleg- 
ed, that no nation can fuppljr all the real or imaginary 
wants of its colonies out of its own property. There is 
not one that is not obliged to get fomc articles from abroad. 
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ill order to complete the cai^oes dcftined for Amcricar~ 
From this ncceffity arifes at leaft an indiredl communica- 
tion of all nations, with thofe diftant pofTcffionS, Would 
it not be more eligible to convey each article to its deftina- 
tion in a dire6l line, than by this indire6t way of exchange ? 
This plan would be attended with lefs cxpence ; would 
promote both culture and confumption, and bring an in* 
creafe of revenue to the public treafury : an infinite num- 
ber of advantages would aceme to the mother countries, 
which would make them full amends for the exdufive right 
they all claim^ to their reciprocal injury. 

Thefe maxims are true, folid and ufeful, but they will 
not be adopted. The reafon is this : A great revolution 
is preparing in the trade of Europe, and is airway too far 
advanced not to be completed. Every government is en- 
deavouring to do without the aflifiance of foreign indufiry. 
Moft of them have fucceed^d, and the refl will not be long 
before they free thcmfclvcs from this dependence. Al- 
ready the Englifh and the French, who are the great ma- 
nufadurers of Europe, fee their mafterpicccs of workman- 
jhip refufed on all fidcs. Will thefe two nations, which 
ate at the fame time the greateil planters in the iflands, 
open their ports to thofe who force them, as it were, to 
fbut up thar manufadures at home ? The more they lofc 
in the foreign markets, the lcf« they will confent to a com- 
petition in the only market they have left. They will ra- 
ther ftrive to extend it, that they may have a greater de- 
mand for their commodities, and a greater fupply of Ame- 
rican produdions. It is by thefe returns riiat they wiU 
preferve their advantage in the balance of trade, without 
being apprehenfive that the plenty of thefe produftions 
will lower their value. The progrcls of induftry in our 
continent mull inoreafe population and wealth, and of 
courfe the confumption and value of the produdlions of the 
Antilles. 

What *wiJl he the Bbr what will become of this part of 
faunftheAme^ the New World ? Will the fettlements 
rtean tflande that render it fo flourilhing, always rc- 
hereafier^ main in the bands of their original pof- 

feflbrs; or will the mailers of them be 
changed ? If a revolution Ihould take place in them, by 
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what means will it be brought about> and what people will 
reap the advantage of it ? Thcfe are queilions that afford 
much room for conjc6lure^ which may be aflifted by the 
following reflexions. 

The iflahds depend totally upon Europe for a fupply of 
all their wants. Thofc which only refpeX wearing apparel 
and implements of hufbandry will admit of delay ; but the 
lead difappointment, with regard to provifions, fpreads a 
general alarm, and caufes univerfal defolation, which ra- 
ther tempts the people to wifh for, than to fear, the apii 
proach of an enemy. And, indeed, it is a common faying 
in the colonies, that they will never fail to capitulate with 
a fquadron ftored with barrels of flour inftcad of gun- 
powder. If we pretend to obviate this inconvenience, by 
obliging the inhabitants to cultivate for their own fubfift- 
ence, we defeat the very end of thefe fcttlements, without 
any real advantage. The mother country would deprive 
herfelf of a great part of the rich produce of her colonies, 
and would not preferve them from invafion. 

In vain fhould we hope to rcpulfe an invafion by the 
help of negroes, bom in a climate where effeminacy ftifles 
the feeds of courage, and who are ftill more enervated by 
flavcry, and, confequently, but little concerned in the 
choice of their tyrants. In fuch hands, the bed weapons 
muff be ufclefs. It might even be apprehended that they 
would turn them againft their mercilcfs oppreffors. 

The white people appear to be better defenders of the 
colonics. Beiide the courage which liberty naturally in- 
fpires, they muff alfo be animated with that which exclu- 
fively belongs to great proprietors. They are not men dc- 
bafed by coarfe labours, by obfeure occupations, or by 
indigence. The abfolutc fway which they exercife in their 
plantations, muff have infpired them with pride and great* 
nefs of foul. But, difperfed as they are among vaff pof- 
feffions, what can their fmall number avail ? And would 
they even prevent an invafion, were they able to do it ? 

All the coloniffs hold it as a maxim, that their iflands 
are to be confidered asAhofe great cities in Europ(^ which^ 
lying open to the firft-comer, change their dominion with- 
out an attack, without a fiegc, and almoft without being 
fenfiblc of the war. The ftrongeft is their mafter. The 
inhabitants exclaim, God fare the conqueror V* in imi 
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tation of the Italians, who have pa/Tctl and rcpaffed from 
one yoke to another in the coiirfc of a campaign. Whe- 
ther the city fliould return, at the time of peace, under iu 
former government, or fhould remain in the hands of the 
vidlor, it has loh nothing of its fplendour ; while towns 
that are defended by ran.paits, and difficult to be taken, 
are always depopulated and reduced to a heap of ruins. 
Accordingly, there is fcarcc, perhaps, one inhabitant in the 
American iflands, wh© docs not confider it to be a fatal 
prejudice to expofe his fortune for the fake of his coun» 
try. Of what importance is it to this rapacious calculator 
whofc laws he obeys, if his crops are left Handing ? Is it 
to enrich himfelf that he has crofled the fcas ? If he pre- 
ferves his trcafuie, his purpofc is anfwered. Can the mo- 
ther country that forfakes him, and frequently after having 
.tyrannized over him ; that is ready to give him up, or, 
■perhaps, to fell him, at the conclulion of a peace, have any 
claim to the facrifice of his life ? It is no doubt a glorious 
thing to die for one’s country. But a Hate, where the 
profperity of the nation is faciificed to forms of govern- 
ment ; where the art of impofing upon men is tlie art of 
training up fubjedls ; where Haves are wanted inHead of 
citizens 5 where war is declared, and peace cgncluded, 
without confulting the opinion or the wiihes of the peo- 
ple ; where evil defignsare always countenanced by the in- 
trigues of debauchery, or the prafiiccs of monopoly ; and 
where ufeful plans are only adopted witli fiich reilridlions 
as prevent their being cariied into execution : is this the 
country for which our. blood fhould be facrificed \ 

The fortifications eredled for the defence 0/ the colonics, 
will fecurc them no better than the efforts of the inhabi- 
tants. Even if they were Hrongcr, and better guarded 
and ftored than they have ever been, they muH always fur- 
render unlcfs they are fuccoured. .Should the reliHanq^, 
hold out above fix months, that circuinHance would not 
difeourage the beliegers, who, being within reach of a con- 
Hant fupply of refreHiments, both by land and by fea, 
could better endure the fcverity of the climate, than a gar- 
rifon could refiH the duratign of a fiege. 

There is no other way to prefetve the colonies but by a 
formidable navy. It is on the docks and in the harbouis 
of Europe, that the baHions and ramparts of the American 
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colonics mufl be raifed. While the mother country {belters^ 
them, as it were, under the wings oF her (hips ; fo long as 
(he fliall Fill up with her fleets the vaft interval that Fepa- 
rates her From theFe iflands, the offspring oF her induftrv 
and power, her parental attention to their profperity will 
Fecure their attachment to her. In future, therefore, the 
maritime Forces will be the great objedi that will attra^l the 
attention of all proprietors of land in America. Euro- 
pean policy generally Fccurcs the frontiers of dates by 
fortified towns ; but for maritime powers, there ought, per- 
haps, to be citadels in the centre, and fhips on the circum- 
ference. A commercial ifland, indeed, wants no fortified 
towns. Her rampart is the fea, which conditutes her 
fafety, her fubdance, her wealth ; the winds are at het* 
command, and all the elements confpire tovpromote her 
glory. 

In this refpedl, Great Britain might lately have under- 
taken any thing, witli the greated hopes of fuccefs. Her 
iflands were Fecure, while thoFe of her rivals w^cre open to 
invafion. The opinion which the Englifh had conceived 
of their own valour ; ilie terror which their arms had in- 
fpired ; the fruits of a fortunate experience acquired by 
their admirals ; the number and the excellence of their 
fleets ; all thefe feveral modes of aggrandizement mud have 
been annihilated during the calm of a long peace. The 
pride of pad fuccefs ; the very redicfihefs infeparable from 
profperity ; even the burden of conqiieds, which feems to 
be the punifliment of vidlory ; all thefe circunidances were 
fb many incitements to war. The projedls formed by their 
&dlive ambition, have been annihilated by the revolution 
which hath detached North America from their empire : 
but is the podedion of tlie iflands, which are become very 
wealthy, and have been placed by nature in the vicinity of 
that great continent, which is dill in a date of poverty, 
better fecured.to the natioirs that have cultivated them ? It 
i« in the pofition, in the inteiefls, in the fpirit, of the new 
republics, that we mud endeavour to explore the fecret of 
our future deitiny. 
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BOOK XV. 


prrTLAMENTS OP THE FRENCH IN NORTH AMERICA. VP- 
ON WHAT BASIS WAS FOUNDED THE HOPE OF THEIR 
PROSPERITY. CONSECipENCB OF THESE SETTLEMENTS. 

H itherto we have vintcd thofe regions where the 
rays of the fun arc pei^cndicular. Wc ftiall now pafs 
on to thofe where they are oblique. It is no longer gold 
which our rapacious and cruel Europeans are going io 
fearch of at fo great a diftance from their country. If 
they again crofs the feas, it will be for a lefs extravagant 
rnotivc ; it will be to withdraw themfelves from the cala- 
mities of their own regions ; it will be to find reft and li- 
berty ; to clear uncultivated lands ; to caft their nets on 
(horcs abounding with fi(h ; to go in fearch of animals upon 
the tops of mountains, and in tke midft of forefts, in or- 
der to ftrip them of their valuable furs. 

The favage pofleffors of the regions we are going to per- 
vade are not a race of degenerate men« without ftrength 
of body, or elevation of foul ; but we (hall find them huntf- 
men, warriors, inured to labour, brave, eloquent, jealous of 
their independency j men, in a word, who alternately dif- 
play inftances of the moft unheard-of fcrocioufnefs, of the 
moft heroic magnanimity, and of the moft abfurd fuperfti- 
tion. 

Superftition, that fatal plant, is then indigenous in all 
climates; it grows equally in the plains, and upon the rocks; 
under the ardour of the line, under the fnows of the pole, 
and in the temperate interval which divides them. Doth 
the generality of this phenomenon point out in all parts a 
tendency of the ignorant and timid man towards the Au- 
thor of his exillence, and the Difpofer of good and evil I 
Doth it indicate the anxiety of a child feeking bis father 
in the dark f 
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Spain was miftrcfa of the rich empires Reafons noUch 
of Mexico and Peru, of the gold of the prevented the 
New World, and of almoft all South French^ for a 
America. The Portuguefe, after a long long time^ from 
feries of vidlories, defeats, enterprifes, purfuing the plan 
miftakes, conquefts, and Ioffes, had kept of forming fettle^ 
the moft valuable fettlcmcnts in Africa, ments in the Nevo 
in India, and in thcBrazik. The French World, 
government had not even conceived it 
pofiible to eftablifti colonies, or imagined that any advan- 
tage could be derived from having poffeffions in thofe dif- 
tant regions. 

Tfieir ambitious views were turned entirely toward! Ita- 
ly. Some ancient claims on the Milanefe and the two Si- 
cilies had involved them in expenfive wars, in which they 
had been engaged for a long time. Their ioternil com- 
motions diverted them ftill more from the great objedi of 
eftablifhing a diftant and extenfive commerce, and from the 
idea of increafing their dominions by acquifitions in the 
Eall and Weft Indies. 

The authority of kings, though not openly contefted, 
■was oppofed and eluded. Some remains or the feudal go- 
vernment were ftill fubfifting, and many of its abufes had 
not yet been abolifhed. The prince was continually em- 
ployed in reftraining the reftlefs fpirit of a pov^erful nobi- 
lity. Moft of the provinces that compofed the monarchy 
were governed by diftin^ laws and forms of their own. 
Every fociety, every order in the ftate, enjoyed peculiar 
privileges, which were either perpetually contefted, or car- 
ried to excefs. The government was a complicated ma- 
chine, which could only be regulated by the management 
of a variety of delicate fprings. The court was frequently 
under a neceffity of having recourfe to the ihamefui re- 
fources of intrigue and corruption, or to the odious mean« 
of oppreffion and tyranny ; and the nation was continually 
negociating with the-prince. Regal authority vyas unlimit- 
ed, without having received the ianftion of the laws *, and 
the people, though frequently too independent, had yet no 
fecurity for their liberty. Hence arofe continual jcaloufies, 
apprehenfions, and ftruggles. The whole attention of fhc 
government was not direSed to the welfare of the nation,' 
but to the means of enflaving it. The people were fenfibic 
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of their wants, but ignorant of their powers and refources*^ 
They found their rights alternately invaded or trampled 
upon by their nobles or their fovereigns. 

France, therefore, fuffered the Spa* 
niards and Portiiguefe to difcover new 
worlds, and to give Jaws to unknown na- 
tions. Their attention was at length ex- 
cited by Adrniral Coligny, a man of the 
moft extenfive, fteady, and adlive, genius, 
that' ever flourifhed in that powerful em- 
pire. This great politician, attentive to the interefts of 
his country, even amidlf the horrors of a civil waf, fent 
Johair Ribaud to Florida, in i?62. This vaft trad of 
North^J^merica then extended from Mexico to the coun- 
try whicifc the Englifh have fince cultivated under the name 
of Carolina. The Spaniards had pafled over it in 1512, 
but without fettling there. The motives that engaged 
them to make this difeovery, and thofe which induced them 
to relinquKli it, are equally unaccountable. 

All the Indians of the Caribbee iflands believed, upon 
the credit of an ancient tradition, that nature had conceal- 
ed a fpring, or fountain, fomewhere on the continent, the 
waters of which had the property of refloring youth to all 
old men who were To fortunate as to tafte of them. The 
notion of immoitality was always the paflion of mankind, 
and the comfort of old age. ’ This idea delighted the ro- 
mantic imagination of the Spaniards. The lofs of many, 
who were the viiitims of their credulity, did not difeonrage 
the reil. Far from fufpedfing that the firll had perifhed 
in an attempt, of which death would prove the moft cer- 
tain confequence, they concluded that they did not return, 
becaufe they had found the art of enjoying perpetual youth, 
and had diicovered a fpot fo delightful, that they did not 
choofe to leave it. 

Ponce de Leon was the moft famous of the navigator^ 
who were infatuated with this chimerical idea. Fully per- 
fuaded of the exiftence of a third world, the conquell of 
which was referved to advance his fame, but thinking that 
the remainder of his life was too fhott for the immenfe ca- 
* reer that was opening before him, he refolvcd uo endeavour 
to, renew it, and recover that youthful vigour fo neceflary 
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to his dcfigns. He immediately bent his courfe towarids 
thofe climates where fable had placed the Fountain of 
Youth, and difeovered Florida ; from whence he returned 
to Porto-Rico, viiibly more advanced in years than when 
he fet out. Thus chance immortalized the name oCan adven- 
turer, wlvo made a real difeovery, merely by being in pur- 
fuit of an imaginary one. ^His fate was the fame as that of 
the alchemift, who, while he is fearching for gold which 
he does not find, difeovers feme valuable thing which he 
was not feeking after. 

There is fcarcc any uleful and important difeovery made 
by the human mind, that has not been rather the cfFe<^ of 
a relUefs imagination, than of induftry excited by jeflec- 
tion. Chance, which is the imperceptible couiTe of nature,, 
is never at red, and aflills all men without diftintflion. 
Genius grows weary, and is foon difeouraged ; it falls to* 
the lot only of a few, and exerts itfelf merely at intervals. 
Its utmolt efforts frequently ferve only to thrown it in the 
way of chance, and invite its affdlance. The only differ- 
ence between a man of genius and one ef common capaci- 
ty isj that the former anticipates- and explores what the lat- 
ter accidentally Ivits upon. But evett the man of genius 
himfelf more frequently employs the advar.tagcs which 
chance prefents to him.. It is the lapidary who gives the 
value to the diamond, which the peafant has digged up 
without knowing its worth, ^ 

The Spaniards had neglecled Horida, becaufe they did 
not difeover there, either the fountain that was to make 
them all grow young, or gold, which haflens the period of 
old age. The French found there a more real and valuable 
treafure ; a clear iky, a fruitful foil, a temperate climate, 
and favages who were lovers of peace and hofpitality ; but 
they themfelves were not fenfible of the worth of thefe ad- 
vantages. Had they followed the direftions of Coligny ; 
had they tilled the ground, which only w^anted the affjft- 
ance of man to call forth its treafures ; had a due fubordi- 
nation been maintained among the Europeans ; had not the 
rights of the natives of the country been violated j a colony 
might have been founded, which in time would have be- 
come ft-ourifhing and permanent. But fuch prudent m^i^ 
fares were not to be expeCfcd from the levity of the French^ 
The provifions were Javiihed ; the fields w^ere • not fow^i f 
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the authority of the chiefs was difregardcd by untra^able 
fubaltcrna ; the paflioo for hunting and war engroffcd all 
their attention'; in a word every duty was negkdted. 

To complete their misfortune, the civil difturbances in 
France ^diverted the fubjedfs from an undertaking which 
had never engaged the attention of government. Theolo- 
gical difputes alienated the minds, and divided the hearti 
of all ranks of people. Government had violated that fa- 
crcd law of nature, which enjoins all men to tolerate the 
opinions of their fellow-creatures ; and the rules of policy, 
which are inconfiftent with an unfeafonable exertion of ty- 
ranny. The refomted religion had made great progrefs in 
France, when it was perfecuted ; a confiderable part of the 
nation was involved in the profeription, and took up arms. 

Spain, though not lefs intolerant, had prevented religi- 
ous difturbances, by fuffeving the clergy to affume that au- 
thority which has been continually increafing, but which, 
for the future, will be conftantly on the decline. The in- 
quifttion, always ready to oppofe the Icaft appearance of 
innovation, found means to prevent the proteftant religion 
from making its way into the kingdom, and by this means 
fpared itfelf the trouble of extirpating it. Philip II, whol- 
ly taken up with America, and accuftomed to conlider him- 
klf as the iolc proprietor of it, being informed of the attempts 
made by fomc Frenchmen to fettle there, and of their be- 
ing neglcAed by their own government, fitted out a fleet 
^om Cadiz fo deftroy them. Menendez, who was the 
commander of it, landed in Florida, where he found the 
enemies he went in fearch of fettled at Carolina fort. He 
attacked all their intrenchments, carried them fword in 
hand, and made a dreadful maffacre. Thofe who efcaped 
the i*age of the fword were hanged on a tree, with this in- 
feription : Not as Frenchmen, but as heretics.” 

Far from fecking to revenge this infult, the miniftry of 
Charles IX fccretly rejoiced at the mifearriage of a pro- 
jea, wh'ch, though they had approved it, was not coun- 
tenanced by them ; becaufc it had been contrived by the 
head of the hugonots, and might rcfledl honour on their 
party. The indignation of the public only confirmed them 
4a their refolution of fhewkig no refentment. It was re- 
fer?^ for a private man to execute what the ftatc ought to 
Ime done. 

^ JDominic de Gourgues, bom at Mount Marfan in Gaf- 
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<x}ay^ a ikilful and tntrq>id Teaman^ an enemy to the Span* 
iardty from whom he had received perfonal injuries, paT* 
fionately fond his country, of hazardous expeditions, 
and of glory, fold his edate, built fome fhips, and with a 
fele^t band of his own (lamp, embarked to attack the mur- 
derers in Florida. He drove them from all their pods with 
incredible valour and activity, defeated them in every ren- 
counter, and, b^ ^y of retaliation for the contemptuous 
infult they had (hewn, fiung them up on trees ; with this 
infcription : ‘‘ Not as Spaniards, but as affaflins.** 

Had the Spaniard* been content with maiTacring the 
French, the latter would n over have had recourfe to fuch 
cruel reprifals ; hut they were offended at the infcription, 
and were guilty of an atrocious a^, in revenge fdV the dc- 
rifion to which they had been expofed. This is -not the 
only inftance in hlftory which may lead one to imagine, 
that it is not the thing that has made the word, .but ^the 
word that has made the thing. 

The expedition of the brave He Gourgues was attended 
with no further confequences. He blew up the forts he 
had taken, and returned home, cither for want of provifions 
fufficient to enable him to remain in Florida, or becaufe he 
forefaw that no fuccours were to bfe expelled from France, 
or thought that fricndHiIp with the natives would ;iaff no 
longer than the means of purchafmg it, or that be would 
be attacked by the Spaniards. He was- received by ail 
true patriots with the applaufe due to his meric ; but ne- 
gleded by the court, which was too derpoiic and fupeifti- 
tious, not to (land in awe of virtue^ 

From the year 1567, when this intrepid Gafeon evacuat- 
ed Florida, the French negle6lcd America. Bewildered in 
a chaos of unintelligible doctrines, they loft their reafon 
and their hunaanity, . The mildeft and moft fociable people 
upon earth became the mod barbarous and fanguinary. 
Scaffolds and (lakes were in fufficient ; as they all appeared 
criminal in each other’s eyes, they were all mutually vi6liin« 
and executioners^. After having condemned one another 
to eternal deftrmftion, they affaffinated each other at the 
inftigation of their priefts, who bi*eathed nothing but the 
fpirit of revenge and blood(hed. At length the gencrims 
Henry fofccned the ipinds of his fubjeds ; his compafftmi^ 
and tcnderncis made them feel their own calamities^; 
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revived their fnndneffi for the fweets of focial life ; iie pre- 
vailed upon them to lay down their arms; and they con- 
fented to live happy under his parental laws. 

In this Itate of tranquillity and freedom, under a king 
•who poflciTe’d the confidence of his people, they began to 
turn their thoughts to fome ufefiil projcJls, and undertook 
the cilabliihment of colonics abroad. Florida was the 

firft country that natujjally occurred them. Except 
Fort St. Augudine, formerly built by the Spaniards, at 
the didaiice of ten or twelve leagues from the French co- 
lony, the Europeans had not a lingle fettlement in all that 
vail and beautiful countiy. • The inhabitants were not a 
formidable fet of men ; and the foil had every promifing 
appearance of fertility. It was likewile reported to be 
rich in gold and filver mines, both thofe metals having been 
found there ; wliereas, in fatt, they came from fome Ihips 
that had been call avyay upon the challs. I'he remem- 
hraAce of the great adiioiis performed by fome Frenchmen 
could not ytt be erafed. Probably the French thenifclves 
were rather afraid of irritating Spain, which was not yet 
dilpofed to fufi’er the lead fettltrr.ciit to be noade on the 
gulf of Mexico, or even near it. The danger of provok- 
ing a nation, fo formidable in thofe parts, determined them 
to keep at a dillance as much as pofiible, and therefore 
they gave the preference to the more northern parts of 
America : that road was already chalked out. 

Th French Francis I had fent out Verazani, a 

turn iheir Plorciuine, in 1523, who only took a 

tonvards Ca^ view of the ifland of Newfoundland and 

tiada. fome coaits of the continent, but made 

no (lay there. 

Eleven years after, James Cartier, a fkilful navigator of 
St. Malo, refumed the projeids of Verazani. The two 
nations, which had firfl vJanded in America, exclaimed 
againll the injuftice of treading in their footiteps. “ What 
(aid Francis I pleafantly, “ (hall the kings of Spain and 
“ Portugal quietly divide all America between them, with- 
out fu&ring me to take a (hare as their brother I 1 would 
fain fee the article of Adam’s will that bequeaths that 
vafl inheritance to them.” 

Cartier proceeded further than his prcdecefTor. lie 
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went up the river St, Lawrence ; but, after having 
tercd feme European commodities with the favages. for 
Tome of their furs, he re-embarktd for France, where an 
undeVtaking, which feemed to have been entered upon 
merely from imitation, was negledled from levity* 

• It happened fortunately that the Normans, the Britons, 
and the Bifeayans, continued to carry on the cod-hihery 
on the great fand-bank along the coaUs of Newfoundland, 
and in all the adjacent latitudes* Thefe intrepid and ex- 
perienced men ferved as pilots to the adventurers, who, 
fince the year 1^98, have attempted to fettle .colonies in 
thofe defert regions. None of thofe firft fetilemcnts prof- 
pered, becaufe they were all under the direction of exclu- 
five companies, wliich had neither abilities to choofc the 
bell fituations, nor a fufficient capital to wait for their re- 
turns. One monopoly followed another in a rapid fuccdlion, 
without any advantage ; they were purfued with greedin^fs, 
without a plan, or any means to carry them into execution 
All thefe dilfercnt companies fuccefiively ruined themfelves.; 
and the Hate was no gainer by their lofs. Thefe numer- 
ous expeditions had coll France more men, more money, 
and more fliips, than other dates would have expended in 
the foundation of great empires. At lad Samuel de Cham- 
plain went a coniidtrable w'ay up the river St. Lawrence ; 
and, in 1608, upon the borders of that river laid the found- 
ation of Quebec, which became the origin, centre, and 
capital, of New Fiance, or Canad;j. 

The unbounded tracl, that opened itfelf to the view of 
this colony, dlfcovered only dark, thick, and deep, forefts, 
the height of which alone was a proof of their antiquity. 
Numberlefs large rivers came down from a confiderable 
diftance to water thefe immenfe regions. The intervals 
between them were full of lakes. Four of thefe meafured 
from two to five hundred leagues in circumference. Thefe 
fort of inland feas communicated with each other ; and 
their waters, after forming the great river St. Lawrence, 
confijerably increafed the bed of the ocean. Every thing 
in this rude part of the New World appeared grand and 
fublime. Nature here difplayed fuch luxuriancy and ma- 
jelly as commanded veneration, and a multitude of 
graces, far fuperior to the artificial beauties of our climat^ 
Here the imagination of a painter or a poet would ha'>> 
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I^een raifed, animated, and filled with thofc ideas which 
l^ve a lafiing impteffion on the mind. All thefc countries 
whaled an air fit to prolong life. This temperature, 
%j^ch, from the pofition of the climate, muft have been 
extremely pleafant, loft nothing of its wholefomencfs by the 
fe verity of a long and intenfe winter. Thofe who impute 
this merely to the woods, fprings, and nvoontains, with 
which this country abounds, have not taken every thing 
into confideration. Others add to thefe caufes of the 
cold, the elevation of the land, a pure aerial atmofphcre, 
feldom loaded with vapours, and the direction of the 
winds, which blow from north to fouth over feas always 
frozen. 


^overtmenti NoTwiTHSTANDfNG this, the inhabit- 

€ufioms^ Virtues^ ants of this (harp and bleak climate were 
^ and wars f but thinly clad. Before their in tcrcOurfe 
^ the Savages with us, a cloak of buffalo or beaver fkin, 

that inhabited bound with a leathern girdle, and ftock- 

Canada* ings made of a roebuck^s flcin, was the 

whole of their drefs. The additions they 
have fince made give great offence to their old men, who 
arc ever lamenting the degeneracy of tlieir manners. 

Few of thefe favages knew any thing of hufbandry ; they 
only cultivated maize, and that they left entirely to the 
management of the women, as being beneath the dignity 
of independent men. Their bitterell imprecation againft 
an enemy, was the fame as the curfe pronounced by God 
againft the firft man, that he might he reduced to till the 
ground. Sometimes they would condefeend to go a-fifh- 
ing ; but their chief delight, and the employment of all 
their life, was hunting. For this purpofe, the whole na- 
tion went out as they did to war, every family marched in 
fearch of fiiftenance. They prepared for the expedition by 
fevere failing, and never ftirred out till they had implored 
the afliftance of their gods ; they did not pray for ftrength 
to kill the beafts, but that they might be fo fortunate as to 
meet with them. None ftaid behind except infirm and old 
men ; all the reft fallied forth 5 the men to kill the game, and 


women to dry and bring it home. The winter was with 
xhem the fineft fcafon of the year : the bear, the roebuck, 
.>>« flag, and the elk, could not then run with any degree 
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of fwiftncfe through fnow that was four or five feet deep. 
The favages, who were flopped neither by the bufhea, the 
torreuts, the ponds, nor the rivers, and who could outrun 
moft of the fwiftcr animals, were feldom unfuccefsfal in 
the chafe. When they wer^ without game, they lived 
upon acorns $ and, for wan^of thefe, fed upon the fap or 
inner fkio -that grows between the wood and the bark of 
the afpen tree and the birch. 

In the interval between their hunting parties, they mads 
or mended their bows and arrows, the rackets for running 
upon the fnow, and the canoes for crofiing the lakes and 
rivcM. Thefe travelling implements, and a few earthen 
pots, were the only fpecimens of art among thefe wander- 
ing nations. Thole who were colledled in towns, added to 
thefe the labours requifitc for their fedentary way of life, 
for the fencing of their huts, and fccuring them from being 
attacked. The favages, at that period, gave themfelves 
up to t^tal ina<flion, in the moff profound fecurity. The 
people, content with their lot, and fatisfied with what 
nature afforded them, were unacquainted with that reftlcfT- 
nefs which arifes from a fenfe of our own weaknefs, that 
lothing of ourfelves and every thing about us, that neceffity 
of flying from folitude, and eafmg ourfelves of the burden 
of life by throwing it upon others. 

Their ftaturc in general was beautifully proportioned ; 
but they had more agility than flrcngth, and were more fit 
to bear the fatigues of the chafe than hard labour. Their 
features were regular ; and there was a kiiid of fiercenefs 
in their afpeft, which they contradled in war and hunting. 
Their complexion was of a copper colour ; and they de- 
rived it from nature, by which all men who are conflantly 
expofed to the open air are tanned. This complexion wat 
rendered ftill more difagreeable by the abfurd cuftom that 
prevails among favages, of painting their bodies and faces, 
either to diftinguim -each other at a diftance, to render 
themfelves more agreeable to their miftrefles, or more foi^ 
midable in war. Befide this varniih, they rubbed them 
felves with the fat of quadrupeds, or the oil of filh, a 
cuilom common and neceffary among them, in order to 
prevent the intolerable ftinga of gnats and infers, t^.t 
fwarm in uncultivated countries. Thefe ointments werix 
prepared and mixed up with cerUia red juices, fuppofed,^- 
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be a deadly poifon to the mofchetos. To thcfe Several 
methods of anointing themfelves, which penetrate and dif- 
colour tbeikin, may be added, the fumigations they made 
in their hnts againll thofe infeds, and the fmoke of the 
fires they kept all the winter to warm themfelves, and to 
dry their meat. This was fiffiicieut to make them appear 
fnghtful to our people, though beautiful, without doubt, 
or at leafl not difagreeable to themfelves. Their fight, 
fmell, and hearing, and all their fenfes, w^ere remarkably 
quick, and gave them early notice of their dangers and 
wants. Thefe were few, but their difeafes were flill 
fewer. I’hey hardly knew of any but what were occafion- 
ed by too violent exercife, or eating too much after long 
abftinence. * 

They were not a very numerous people ; and, pofiibly^ 
this might be an advantage to them. Polifhed nations 
muft v\n‘fh for an increafe of population, becaufe, as they 
are governed by ambitious rulers, who are the more inclined 
to war from not being perfonally engaged in it, they are- 
under a neccfTity of fighting, either to invade or repulfe 
their neighbours ; and becaufe they never have a fufficient 
extent of territory to fatlsfy their enterprifing and expen- 
five way of life. But unconnedfed nations, who are always 
wandering, and guarded by the deferts which divide them ; 
who can fly when they are attacked, and whofe poverty 
preferves them from committing or fuft'ering any injuflice ; 
inch favage nations do not feel the want of numbers. 
Perhaps nothing more is required, than to be able to refift 
the wild beafts, occafionally to drive away an infignificant 
enemy, and mutually to afijfl each other. Had they been 
more populous, they would the fooncr have exhaulled the 
country they inhabited, and have been forced to remove in 
fearch of another ; the only, or, at leafl, the greatefl mif- 
fortune attending their precarious way of life. 

Independent of thefe refledfions, which poifibly did not 
occur lo ftrongly to the favages of Canada, the nature of 
things was alone fufficient to check their increafe. Though 
they lived in a country abounding in game and fifli, yet in 
fome feafons, and fometimes for whole years, this refource 
/•lied them : and famine then occafioned a great deflrue* 
tion among people who were at too great a diflance to 
each other. Their wars, or ttanfient hoflilities^ the 
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refult of former animofitiea, were very deftrudive. Meft 
conftantly accullomed to hunt for their fubfiftence, to tear 
in pieces the animal they had overtaken, to hear the cries 
of death, and fee the meddir^ of blood, muft have been 
ftill more cruel in war, if polTible, than our own people, 
who live partl-y on vegetables. In a word, notwithlfanding 
all that has. been faid in favour of inuring children to hard- 
(hips, which mifled Peter the Great to fuch a degree that 
he ordered that none of his failors children Ihould drink 
any thing but fea-w^apcr (an experiment which proved fatal 
to all who tried it) ; it is certain, that a great many young 
favages periflied througli hunger, thirlli, cold, and fatigue. 
Even thofe wh-ofe conliitution was flrong enough to bear 
the iifual exercifes of thofe climates, to fwim ever the 
broadell rivers, to go two hundred leagues on a hunting 
party, to live many days without deep, to fubfill a coniider* 
able time without any food; fuch men muft have been ex- 
haufted, and totally unfit for the purpofes of generation. 
Few were fo long-lived as our people, whofe manner of 
living is more uniform and tranquil. 

The aufterity of a Spartan education, the cuftom of 
inuring children to hard labour and coarfe food, has been 
productive of dangerous mlftakes. Philofophers, dciirous 
of alleviating the miferies incident to mankind, have en*- 
deavoured to comfort the wretched who have been doomed 
to a life of hardftiips, by perfuading them that it was 
the moll wholefome and the heft. The rich have eagerly 
adopted a fyftem, whi(;h ferved to render them infenfible 
to the fufferlngs of the poor, and to difpenfe them from 
the duties of humanity and compafllon. But it is an error 
to imagine, that men, who are employed in the more labor- 
ious arts of fociety, live as long as thofe who enjoy the 
fruit of their toil. Moderate labour ftrengthens the human 
frame; exceftive labo\ir impairs it. A peafaut is an old 
man at fixty; wlule the inhabitants of towns, who live in 
adluence, and with fome degree of moderation, frequently 
attain to fourfeore and upward. Even men of letters, 
whofe employmenrs are by no means favourable to health, 
affoid many inftances of longevity. Let not then our 
modern writings propagate this falfe and cruel error, ft* 
feducc the rich to difregard the groans of the poor, and to 
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transfer all thdr tcndernefs from their vaffah to their dogn 
and horfes* 

Three original langos^ca were fpoken in Canada^ the 
Algonquin, the Sioux, and the Huron. They were con- 
£dcrcd as primitive langtiagcs, becaufe each of them con- 
tained many of thofc imitative words which convey an idea 
of things by found. The dialefls derived from them were 
liearly as numerous as their towns. No abftradl terms were 
found in thefc languages, becaufe the infant mind of the 
favages feldom extends its view beyond the prefent obje<^ 
and the prefent time ; and, as they have but few ideas, 
they feldom want to reprefent feveral, under one and the 
fame fign. Befides, the language of thefe people, almoll 
always animated by a quick, iimple, and ftrong, fenfation^ 
cxdtcd by the great feenes of nature, contraSed a lively 
and poetical catt from their ftrong and a£^ive imagination. 
The aftonidimcnt and admiration which proceeded from 
their ignorance, gave them a flrong propenuty to exaggera- 
tion. They expreffed what they faw ; their language^ 
painted, as it were, natural objeds in ftrong colouring ; 
and their difeourfes were quite pidurefque. For want of 
terms agreed upon to denote certain compound or complex 
ideas, they made ufe of figurative expreffions. What waa 
Hill wanting in fpccch, they fopplied by their ^efturcs, 
their attitudes, their bodily motions, and the modulations- 
of the voice. The boldcft metaphors were more familiar 
to them in common converfation, than they are even in 
epic poetry in the European languages. Their fpeeches 
in public aflemblies, particularly, were full of images,, 
energy, and pathos. No Greek or Roman orator ever 
fpoke, perhaps, with more ftrength and fublimity than one 
-of their chiefs. It was thought neceftary to perfuade them 
to remove at a diftance from their native foil. “ We were 
** bom,’' faid he, on this fpot, our fathers lie buried in 
** it. Shall we fay to the bones of our fathers, arife, and 
^ come with us into a foreign land 

It may eafily be imagined, that fuch nations could not 
be fo gentle nor fo weak as thofe of South America. They 
fhewed that they had that degree of adivity and ftre^th 
‘ft^hich the people of the northern nations always poflefs, 
tinlefs they are^ like the Laplanders, of a very dif- 
ferent fpeciea from ours. They had but juft attained to 
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that degree of knowledge and cWih'aatton, to which itH 
llin£l alone may lead men in the fpacc of a few years ; and 
it is among fuch people that a philofopher may ftudy man 
in a ftate of nature* ^ 

They were divided into feveral fmall nations^ whofe form 
of govemment was nearly fimilar. Some had heredi** 
tary chiefs ; others elc6ted them ; the greater part were 
only direded by their old men. They were mere affoci- 
ationS) formed by ehance, and always free ; and though 
united, they were bound by no tie. The will of individu- , 
als was not even over-ruled by the general one. All dcci- 
fions were confidered only as matter of advice, which was 
not binding, or inforced by any penalty. If, in one of 
thefe fingular republics, a man was condemned to death, 
it was rather a kind of war againft a common enemy, than 
an aA of juft ice exercifed againft a fubjedl or a fellow-citi- 
zen. Inftead of coercive power, good manners, example, 
education, a refpe6^ for old men, a parental affedion, main- 
tained peace in thefe focieties, where there was neither law 
nor property. Rcafon, which had not been miiled by 
prejudice, or corrupted by paffion, as it is with us, ferved 
them inftead of moral precepts and regulations of police. 
Harmony and fccurity were maintained without the inter- 
pofition of government. Authority never encroached up- 
on that powerful inftindl of nature, the love of independ- 
ence ; which, enlightened by reafon, produces in ns the 
love of equality. 

Hence arifes that regard which the favages have for each 
other. They lavifti their expreffions of efteem, and expe<^ 
the fame in return. They are obliging, but referved ; 
they weigh their words, and liften with great attention. 
Their gravity, which appears like a kind of melancholy, 
is particularly obfervable in their national alfemblies. Every 
one Ipeaks in his turn, according to his age, experience, 
and fervices. No one is ever interrupted, either by inde- 
cent reflexions or ill-timed applaufc. Their public aflEairs 
are managed with fuch difintcreftednefs as is unknown in 
our governments, where the welfare of the ftatc is hardly 
ever promoted but from fclfifti views or party fpirit. It is 
no uncommon thing to hear one of thefe favage orators., 
when his fpeech has met with univerfal applaufc, uUing 
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thofe who agreed fo his opinion, that another man is more 
dtrfcrving pf their confidence. 

This miitnal refpeft among the inhabitants of the fame 
place, prevails between the feveral nations, when they are 
not in adlual war. The depii-ties are received and treated 
with that friendfhip that ig due to rpen who come to treat 
of peace and alliance. Wandering nations, who have not 
the leull notion of increafing their territory, never nega- 
date for conqueft, or ftlfany interefts relative to dominion-. 
Even thofe who have fixed fcttlements, never contend with 
others for coming to live in their diftrift, provided they do 
not moleft them. The earth, fay they, is made for all men ; 
no one muft pafTefs the fiiare of two. All the politico, 
therefore, of the favages, confiil in forming leagues againft 
an enemy w’ho is too numerous or too flrong, and in fuf- 
pending hoftilities that become too dellrurtive. When 
they have agreed upon a truce or league of amity, It w ra- 
tified by mutually exchanging a belt, or firing of beads, 
which are a kind of fnail (hells. The white ones are very 
common ; but the purple ones, which are rare, and the 
black, which are ftill more fo, are much efieemed. They 
work them into a cylindrical forna, bore them, and then 
make them up into necklaces. The branches arc about a 
foot long, and the beads are fining upon them one after 
another in a ilraight line. The necklaces arc broad bcltc, 
on which t«he beads are placed in rows, and neatly tacked 
down with little filps of leather. The fize, weight, and 
colour of tbefe (hells, are adapted to the importance of the 
bufinefs. They ferve as jewels, as records, and as annals. 
They are the bond of union between nations and individu- 
als. They are the facred and inviolable pledge, wjiich is 
a confirmation of words, promifes, and treaties. Tl»e 
chiefs of towns are tlie keepers of thtfe rccordsk They 
know their meaning ; they interpret them ; and by means 
of thefe figng, they tranfmit the hilloiy of the country to 
the fucceeding generation. 

As the favages pofTefs no riches, they arc of a benevo- 
lent turn. A firiking infiance of this appears in the care 
they take of their orphans, w^klow's, and infirm people. 
They liberally (hare their fcanty provilion with thofe whofe 
crops have failed, or w'ho have been unfiiccersfil in hunt- 
ing or fiihing. Their tables and their huts arc open niglit 
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^nd day to ftranger« and travellers. This generous hofph 
tality, which m^cs the advantages of a private inan a pub- 
lic blefling* is chiefly confpicuous in their entertainments. 
A favage 'Claims refpedl, not fo much from what he pof- 
fefles, as from what he gives away. The whole (lock of 
proviflons colledtcd dur ing a chafe that has lailed fix months, 
is frequently expended' hi one day ; and he who gives the 
entertainment enjoys more pleafure than his guefl;^. 

None of the writers who have deferibed the manners of 
the favages have reckoned benevolence among their virtuea. 
But this may be owing to prejudice, which has made them 
confound the antipathy arifing from reieatnient, with na- 
tural temper. Tiiefe people neither love nor efteem the 
Europeans, nor are they very kind. to them. I'he inequa- 
lity of conditions, which we think fo necefTary for the well- 
being of fociety, is, in their opinion, the greateft folly. 
They are flrocked to fee, that among us, one man has 
.more property than feveral others colledlively, and that 
this full injuitice is productive of a fecond, wiiich is, that 
the man who lias molt riches is on that account the moft 
refpedted. But what appears to them a meannefs below 
the brute creation, is, that men, who are equal by nature, 
fliould degrade thcmfclves fo far as to depend upon the will 
or the caprice of another. Tlie refpeCt we fltew to titles, 
dignities, and efpecially to hereditary nobility, they call an 
iiifuk, an outrage to human nature. Whoever knows how 
to guide a canoe, to beat an enemy, to build abut, to live 
upon little, to go a hundred leagues in the woods with 
no other guide than the wind and fun, or any provlfion but 
a bow and arrows ; he a6ls the part of a man, and what 
rpore can be expeefted of him ? That refllefs difpofition, 
whicl) prompts us to crofs lo many feas in queft of fugitive 
advantages, appears to them rather the cflbdl of poverty 
than of iiidtiflry. They laugh at our arts, our manners, and 
all thofe cuftoms which infpire us with a greater degree of 
vanity, in proportion as they remove us further from the 
Hate of nature. Their franknefs and honefty are roufed to 
indignation by the tricks and cunning which have been 
praClifed in our dealings with them, A multitude of otlier 
motives, fome founded on prejudice, but freqiiently on rea-' 
fon, have rendered the Europeans odious to the Indians. 
They have made reprifals, and are become barfh and cruel 



lift HISTOUT OF SETTLEMEirra AHB TRIDE Sink XF 

ia their iatcrcourfe with. U8* The averfion and contempt 
they have conceived for our manners, have always made' 
them avoid our fociety. We have never been able to re- 
concile any of them to our indulgent manner of living j 
whereas we have feen feme Europeans forego all the con* 
veniencies of civil life, retire into the fbrefts} and take up 
the bow and the club of the favage. 

An innate fpirit of benevolence, however, fometimes 
brings the favages back to us. At the beginning of the 
winter a French vcffel was wrecked upon the rocks of Anti- 
cofti. The failors who had cfcaped the rigour of the fca- 
fon and the dangers of famine in this delert and favage 
ifland, built a bark out of the remains of their (hip, which, 
in the following fpring, conveyed them to the continent. 
They were obfirved in a languid and expiring date, by a 
hut filled with favages. Brethren,^ ^ faid the chief of 
this lonely family, addrelSng himfelf aflfeftionately to them, 
•• the wretched are intitlcd to our pity and our afliftance. 

We arc men, and the misfortunes incident to any of the 
<< human race affed us in the fame manner as if they were 
« our own/* Thefe humane cxprellions were accompanied 
with every token of friendlhip thefe generous favages had 
it in their power to (hew. 

Europeans, who are fo proud of your government, of 
your laws, of your inftitutions, of your monuments, of 
every thing that you call your wifdom, fuffer me to en- 
gage your attention for a moment. I have juft deferibed, in 
a plain and artlefs way, the life and manners of the favages. 
I have not concealed from you their vices, nor have I exag- 
gerated their virtues. I entreat you to pfeferve the fertla- 
tions which my narrative hath raifed in you, till the man 
of the firft genius and of the greateft eloquence among you, 
(hall have prepared himfelf to deferibe to you, with all the 
ftrength and with all the magic of his colouring, the good 
and the evil of your civilized countries. His pidlurc will 
undoubtedly tranfport you with admiration ; but do you 
imagine that it will leave in your minds that delicious emo* 
tion which you experience at prefent ? Will the writer in- 
fpire you with thofc fentiments of efleem, love, and vene- 
"ration, which you have juft granted the favages ? You 
would only be miserable favages if you were to live in the 
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forefts^ and the loweft o£ the (avagea would be a refped^ 
able man in your cities. 

One thing onl^i waa wanting to complete the felicity of 
the Americans^ and that was the happinefs of being tond 
of their wives. Nature hath in vain beftowed on their wo- 
men a good ihape, beautiful eyes^ pteafmg features, and 
long black hair. All thefe accompliflimcnts are no longer 
regarded than while they remain in a date of independence* 
They no fooner fubmit to the matrimonial yoke, but even 
their huiband, who is the only man they love, grows in£en« 
fible to thofe charms they were fo liberal of before mar- 
riage. The ftate of life, indeed, to which this condition 
fubje^ls them, is by no means favourable to beauty. Their 
features alter, and they lode at once the defire and the 
power of pleafing. They are laborious, indefatigable, and 
aftive. They dig the ground, fow, and reap ; while their 
huihands, who dtfdain to (loop to the drudgeries of hufi* 
bandry, amufe thcmfelves with huntings fifliing, ihooting 
with the bow, and averting the dominion of man over the 
earth. 

Many of thefe nations allow a plurality of wives; and 
even thofe that do not pra£lifc poligamy, have ftill rcfcrvcd 
to thcmfelves the liberty of a divorce. The very idea of an 
indiffolublc tie never once entered the thoughts of a people 
who are free till death. When thofe who arc married dif* 
agree, they part by confent, and divide thchr children be- 
tween them. Nothing appears to them more repugnant ta 
nature and reofon, than the contrary fyftcm which prevail# 
among chriftians. The Great Spirit, fay they, hath cre- 
ated us all to be happy ; and we Ihould offend him were 
we to live in a pierpetusd ftate of confiraint and uneafinefs* 
This fyflem agrees with what one of the Miamis faid to 
one of the milfionaries, My wife and I were continually 
** at variance. My neighbour difagreed equally with his. 

We have exchanged wives, and are both iatisfied.*^ 

A celebrated-writer, whom we cannot but admire, even 
when we differ from him in opinion, has obferved, that 
love among the Americans is never produdive of induftry, 
genius, and character, as it is among the Europeans ; be* 
caufe the former, fays he, have a fixth fenfe, weaker than 
it ia among the latter. The favages, it is faid, are neither 
acquainted with the torraenta nor the delights of this moll 
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violent of all padtonB. The air and the climate, the moift- 
ure of which contributes fo powerfully to vegetation, does 
not beftow upon them any great warmth of vConiiitUtion. 
The Tame fap which covers the countries with foreffs, and 
the icfes with leaves, occafions among men, as among wo- 
men, the growth of long, fmooth, thick, ftrong, and 
fturdy, hair. Men who have little more beard than eunuchs 
have, cannot abound in generating principles. The blood 
of thefe people ia watery and cold ; the males have ibme- 
timea milk in their brealU. Hence arifes their tardy incli- 
nation to the fex ; their avcrfion for them at certain pe- 
riods, and in times of pregnancy ; and that feeble and tran- 
fient ardour, which is excited only at certain fcafons of the 
year. Hence arifes that quicknefs of imagination. Which 
renders them fuperftitious, fearful as children in the dark, 
and«a3 much prone to revenge as women ; which makes 
them poets, and figurative in their difeourfe ; men of feel- 
ing, in a word, but not of ftrong paffions. Hence, in 
ihort, hath proceeded that want of population which hath 
always been obCerved in them. They have few children, 
becaufc they are not fuflicieatly fond of women. And this 
is a national defed, with which the old men were inceflant- 
ly reproaching the young people. 

But may it not be £aid, that the paflion of the favages 
for women is Icfs languid from the nature of their confti- 
tution, than from their moral charader? The pleafures 
of love are too eafily indulged among them, to excite any 
ftrong delires. Accordingly, amoag ourfelvae, it is not 
iu thofc ages, where luxury encourages incontinence, that 
we fee the men moft attached to the women, and the wo- 
men bear the moft children. In what country liath love 
ever been a fource of hcroilm and virtue, when the women 
have not encouraged their lovers to thefe purfuits by chafte 
refufals, and by the fhame they had affixed to the weak- 
nefs of their fex ? It is at Sparta, at Rome, and even iu 
France, in the ages of chivalry, that love hath given rife 
to great undertakings, and hath occafioned the enduring 
of great hardlhips. There it is, that, uniting itfelf to pub- 
lic fpirit, it affitted patriotifm, or fupplied the place of it. 
As it was a more difficult thing always to pleafe one wo- 
man, tlian to feduce feveral, the fway of moral love pro- 
- longed the power of natural love, by fuppreffing it, by di- 
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rcdiing It to proper objc 6 ls, by deceiving it even with' hopes 
which kept up defires, and maintained the paflion in all 118*“ 
ftrength. But this love, though dinted in enjoyments, 
was productive of great effeCtis. To love was not tlveh an 
art, but a paflion, which being engendered in innocence 
itfelf, was kept alive by facfitices, inftead of being extin- 
guiihed in voluptuoufnefs. 

With refpeft to the favages, if they fhould not be fo 
fond of women as civilized people are, it is not, perhaps, 
for want of powers or inclination to population. But the 
hrft wants of nature may, perhaps, redrain in them the 
claims of the fecond. Their drength is almoft all exhaufted 
in procuring their fubfidence. Hunting and other expe- 
ditions leave them neither the opportunity nor the leifure 
of attending to the increafe of their fpecies. No wander- 
ing nation can ever be numerous. What muft becorne of 
women obliged to follow their hufbands a hundred leagues, 
with children at their bread or in their arms ? Wlvat would 
become of the children thetnfelves, if deprived of the rnilk’ 
that muft ncceffarily fail during the fatigues of tbe jour- 
ney ? Hunting prevents, and war deftroys, the increaife 
of mankind. A favage warrior redds the feducing arts of 
young w'omen, who drive to allure him. When nature 
compels this tender fex to make the fird advances, and to 
purfue the men that avoid them, thofe Vvho are lefs inflam- 
ed with military ardour than with the charms of beauty, 
yield to the temptation. Bat the true warriors, who have 
been early taught that an intercourfe with women enervates 
drength and courage, do not farretidcr. It w n'Ot, there- 
fore, owing to natural ckfeClS that Canada is unpeopled, 
but to the track of life purfued by its inhabitants. Though 
they are as fli for procreation as our northern people, all 
their drength k employed for their own pt^efervation. 
Hunger does not permit them to attend to the paffioA 6 f 
love. If the people of the fouth facridee every thing td^ 
this latter defue, it is becaUfe the former is eadly fatisded. 
In a country where nature is very pfolidc, and man coh- 
lumes but little, all the dr'ength* he has to fpare is entirely 
turned to population j which is likewife aflifted by the 
w’armth of the climate. Ifi a climate where nien confiime 
more than nature affords them without pains, the ^itne and 
Voh V. F 



I 22 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Book XK 

the faculties of the human fpecics are exhaufted in fatiguet 
that are detrimental to population. 

But a further proof, that the favages are not lefs inclined 
to women than we are, ia, that they are much fonder of 
their children. Their mothers fuckle them till they arc 
four or five years old, and fometimes till fix or feven. 
Trom their earlieft infancy, their parents pay a regard to 
their natural independence, and never beat or chide them, 
left they ftiould check that free and martial fpirit, which is 
one day to conftitute their principal charadler., They evci! 
forbear to make ufe of ftrong arguments to perfuade them, 
becaufe this would be in fome meafure a reftraint upon their 
will. As they are only taught what they want to know, 
they are the happieft children upon earth. If they die, the 
parents lament them with deep regret ; and will fometimes 
go fix months after, to weep over the grave of their child : 
and the mother will fprinkle it with her own milk. 

The ties of friendftiip among the favages are more lafting 
than tbofc of nature, Friendfhip is not abfolutely a duty, 
fince it cannot be commanded : but it is a more agreeable, 
a more tender, and even a ftrongcr, union, than thofe which 
are formed by nature, or by locial inftitutions. All per- 
fons who are connedled by that delightful fentiment, agree 
in giving mutual advice to each other in difficult conjunc* 
tures ; in adminillering comfort in misfortunes; in grant- 
ing affiftance in undertakings, and fuccours in adverfity. 
Imagination, far from feeking to diminifti the obligations 
incumbent upon this virtue, delights in exaggerating them. 
It is thought that it cannot fubfift without an entire ne- 
glect of one’s felf, a total renunciation of all perfonal inter- 
efts in favour of the friend truly beloved. 

It is not given to all men to enjoy the fweets of friend- 
fhip. Several can neither feel it ihemfelves, nor infpire it 
to others, on account of the coldnefs and ftiffnefs of their 
charadlcr. How is it polfiblc that it ftiould enter into the 
heart of the rich ? They have no other concern but their 
prefent opulence, the defire of increafing it, and the dread 
of iofing it. The powerful man requires none but flatter- 
trs, who fcarce can venture to raife their timid looks up to 
liim ; and mean fouls, who fervilely implore his prote6iion. 
What pleafure could he find in an intimate friendly conec- 
lion, which the low'cft clafs of citizens might enjoy as well, 
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or bcttct, than he ? The diflipated man is equally incap- 
able of :ftrong or lafting afFc<^on.; he is wholly abforbed m 
Ihow, and in e variety of plcafures. His enjoyments are 
external, and his heart totally unconnected with his attach- 
ments. 

Friendrtiip among favages is never broken by that variety 
of clartiing interefts, which in our focictics weaken even the 
tendered; and the molt facred connections. When a man 
hath once made his choice, he depofita in the breaft of his 
aflociatc his in moll thoughts, his fentiments, his projeCts, 
his forrows, and his joys. The two friends fliare every 
thing in common ; their union is for life ; they fight fide 
by fide and if one (hould fall, the other certainly expired 
upon the body of his friend. Even then they chcrifh the 
flattering perfuafion, that their reparation will be only mo- 
mentary, and that they fhall rejoin each other in another 
world, where they fliall never part, and where they ihall 
perpetually render each other the mott important fervices. 
An Iroquois, who was a chriftian, but who did not live 
according to the maxims of the gofpel, was threatened with 
eternal punifliments. He afl<ed whether his friend, wlvo 
had been buried a few days, was in hell ? I have flrong rea- 
fons to believe, replied the miflionary, that he hath not been 
lent to that place of torment. If that be the cafe, replied 
the favage, I v/ill not go there cither. He immediately 
promifed to alter his manners, and after this, always led a 
very exemplary life. 

The favages fhew a degree of. penetration and fagacity, 
which aftoniflies every man who has not obferved how 
jnuch our arts and methods of life contribute to render our 
minds dull and inaClive : becaufc we are feldom under a 
neceflity of thinking, and have only the trouble to learn. 
If however they have never improved any thing, any more 
than thofe animals, in which we obferve the greatell fliare 
of fagacity, it is probably becaufe, as they have" no ideas 
hut fuch as relate to their prefent wants, the equality that 
fubfifls between them lays every individual under a neceflity 
of thinking for liimfelf, and of fpending his whole life in 
acquiring this common flock of knowledge ; hence it may 
be reafonably inferred, that the fum total of ideas in a fo- 
ciety of favages is no more than the fum of ideas in each 
individual. 


F2 
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Inftcad of abftrufe meditations, the favages delight in 
fongs. They are fatd to have no variety in their finging v 
hut it is uncettain whether thofe who have heard them had 
an ear properly adapted to their raufic. When wc firft 
hear a foreign language fpoken, the whole feems one con- 
tinued fgund, and appears to be pronounced with the fame 
tone of voiee, without any modulation or profody. It is 
only by continued habit that we learn to. diftinguifh the 
words and fyllablee, and to perceive that the found of fome 
is dull, and that of others fharp, and that it is more or lefs 
lengthened ouU Would it not require at lead as much 
time to enable us to determine any thing certain with re- 
- gard to the mufic of any nation, which mull always be 
lubordinate to their language \ 

Their dances are generally an emblem of war ; and they 
t^fually dance with their weapons in their bands. TIictc is 
fotbething fo regular, rapid, and terrible, in thefe dances,' 
that an European, when firft he fees them, cannot help 
ftuiddering. He imagines that the ground will in a mo- 
ment be covered with blood and fcattered limbs, and that 
none of the dancers or the fpediators will furvive. It is 
fomewhat remarkable, tliat in the firft ages of the world, 
and among favage nations, dancing fhould be an imitative 
art, and that it fhould have loft that charadleriftic in civil- 
ized countries, where it feems to be reduced to a fet of 
; uniform fteps without meaning. Bat it is with dances as 
with languages, they grow abftracfted like the ideas they 
arc intended to reprefent. The figns of them are more 
allegorical as the minds of the people become more refined. 
In the fame manner as a fingle word, in a learned language, 
exprefies fevei-al ideas 5 fo, in an allegorical dance, a fingle 
ftep, a fingle attitude, is fufficient to excite a variety of 
fenfations. It is owing to want of imagination, either in 
the dancers, or the fpedators, if a figured dance be not, 
or do not appear to be, expreffive. Befides, the favages 
can exhibit none but ftrong paftions and ferocious; manners, 
and thefe muft be reprefented by more fignificant images in 
their dances, which are the language of gefture, the firft 
and fimplcft of all languages. Nations living in a ftate of 
civil fpeiety, and in peace, have only the gentler paflioirt 
to reprefent, which are beft expreffed by delicate images, 
fit to convey refined ideas. It might not, however, be 
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improper fometimes to bring back dancing to its firft pri- 
gin^ to exhibit the old fimplicity of manners, to revive the 
firijL fen;fation8 of nature by motions which reprefent them, 
to depart from the antiquated and fcientific mode of the 
Greeks and Romans, and to adopt the lively and fignifi^ 
cant images of the rude Canadians. 

Thofe favages, always totally devoted to the pujrfuit of 
the prefent pafTion, are extitavagantly fond of gaming, as 
is uiual with all idle jreople, and efpecially of games .of 
chance. The fame men, who are commonly fo^ fedate, 
moderate, and difiptferelled, and have Inch a command 
themfelves, are outrageous, greedy, and turbulent, at play j 
they lofe their peace, their fenfes, and all they are pofleff- 
cd of. ^P?;9^i^ute of almoft every thing, coveting all they 
fee, and, when they like it, eager to have and enjoy it, 
their attention is entirely turned to the moH fpeedy and 
^adieft way of acquiring it. This is a confcquence ot 
their manners, as well as of their charaderr The profj^d 
of prefent happinefa always prevents them from difeerning 
the evils that nfvay enfue. Their forecaft does not even reach 
from day to night. They arc alternately filly children and 
violent men. Every thing depends with them on the prc.. 
fent moment. 

Gaming alone would lead them to fuperllition, even if 
they were not naturally fubjed to that fcourge of the hu- 
man race. . But as they have few phyficians or empirics of 
this kind to have recourfe to, they fulfer lefs from this dif- 
temper of the mind than more polifhed nations, and are 
better difpofedto attend to the fuggeilions of reafon, which 
.abate the violence of it. The Iroquois have a confufed no- 
tion of a firft Being who governs the world at plcafure. 
lliey never repine at the evil which this Being permits. 
When fome mifchance befals them, they fay, “ the man 
“ above will have it fo j” and there is, perhaps, more phi- 
.lofophy in this fubmifiion, than in all the reafonings and 
. declamations of out;,philofopher8. Moft other favage nations 
worfhip thofe two hrd principles of good and evil, which 
occur to the human mind as foon as it has acquired any 
conception of invifible fubftances. Sometimes they worfhip 
,a river, a foreft, the fun or the moon ; in fhort, any beings 
in which they have obfevved a certain power and motion ; 

ra 
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bfqaufe, wherever they fee motion, which they cannot at- 
Count for, they fuppofe there is a foul. 

TJiey feem to have fome notion of a fctture flate; but, 
having no principles of morality, they do not think the 
next life Is aftatc of reward for virtue, and punllhmcnt for 
vice. They believed that the indefatigable huntfman, the 
fearlefs and mercilefs warrior, who has flain or burnt many 
enemies, and made his own toil^ vi£lorious, will after death 
pafs into a country, where he will be fupplied with plenty of 
all kinds of animals to fatisfy his hunger ; whereas thofe 
who are grown old in indolence, and without glory, will be 
for ever baniihed into a barren land, where they wifi be eter- 
nally expofed to famine and ficknefs. Their tenets Are fuit- 
cd to their manners and their wants. They believe in fuch 
pleafures and fuch fufFe rings as they are acquainted with. 
They have more hopes than fears, and are happy even in 
their.delufions. They arc, however, often tormented with 
dreams. 

Ignorance is naturally prone to conne 6 I fomething myf- 
tcrious with dreams, and to afcribe them to the agency of 
fome powerful being, who takes the opportunity, when 
our faculties are fufpended and lulled aflcep, of watching 
over us in the abfence of our fenfes. It is, as it were, a 
foul, diftindl from oUr own, that glides into us, to inform 
118 of what is to come, when we cannot yet fee it j though 
futurity be always prefcnt to that Being who created all 
things. 

In the bleak and rough climates of Canada, where the 
people live by hunting, their nerves are apt to be painful- 
ly affeded by the inclemency of the weather, and by fa- 
tigue and long abftincnce. Then thefe fayages have me- 
lancholy and troublefome dreams : they Imagine they arc 
furrounded with enemies ; they fee their town furprifed and 
dehiged in blood ; they receive injuries and wounds ; 
their wives, their children, their friends, arc carried off. 
When they awake, they take thefe vifions for a warning 
from the gods ; and that fear which lirft infpired them with 
this idea adds to their natural ferocity, by the melancholy 
caft it gives to their thoughts, and their gloomy com- 
plexions. The old women, who are ufelefs in the world, 
dream for the fafety of the commonwealth. Some weak 
old men alfo, like them too, dream on public affairs, im 
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which they have no fliare or influence. Young merf who 
arc unfit fpr war or laborious exercifes, will dream too, 
that they may bear fome part in the adminiftration of the 
clan. In vain hath it been attempted, during two centu- 
ries, to remove illufions fo deeply rooted. The favages 
have conftantly replied, “ you chriftians laugh at the faith 
“ we have in dreams, and yet require us to believe things 
“ infinitely more improbable.’’ Thus we fee in thefe un- 
tutored nations the feeds of piieftcraft, with all its train of 
evils. 

Were it not for thefe melancholy fits and dreams, there 
would fcarce ever be any contentions among them. Eu- 
ropeans, who have lived long in thofe countries, aflure us 
they never faw an Indian in a paflion. Without fuperfti- 
tion there would be as few national as private quarrels. 

Private differences are moft commonly adjufled by the 
majority of the people. The refpeft fheVvn by the nation 
to the aggrieved party, fooths his felf-love, and difpofes 
him to peace. It is more difficult to prevent quarrels, or 
to put an end to hoflilities between two nations. 

War often takes its rife from hunting. When two conv 
panics, which were feparated by a forefl: a hundred leagues 
in extent, happen to meet, and to interfere with each 
other’s fport, they foon quarrel, and turn thofe weapons 
againft one another, which were intended for the dcftruc- 
tion of bears. This flight fleirmifh is a fource of eternal 
difeord. The vanquifhed party vows implacable vengeance 
againft the conquerors ; a iiatiooal hatred which will be 
maintained by their pofterity, and be rekindled from their 
aflies. The rnutual wounds which both parties fuffer in 
jldrmifhes of this kind, fometimes put a flop to thefe con- 
tentions ; when on each fide they happen to be occafioned 
by fome impetuous young men, who in the heat of youth 
may have been tempted to remove to a confidcrable diftance, 
in order to make a trial of their military flcill. But the 
contentions between whole nations are not eafily excited. 

The declaration of war, when it appears neceflary, ia 
not left to the judgment and d^cifion of one man. The 
nation meets, and the chief fpeaks. He ftates the nature 
of the injury, and caufes of complaint. The matter iscon- 
fidcred j the dangers and the confec^uences of a rupture are 
weighed. The orators fpeak diredlly to the point, with^ 
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oiit hafitatioa, whhput digreflion, or without miftaking the 
cafe. The^rgiim^fnts are diTcuiTt'd.widi a ftreqgth of rea^* 
Toning and eloquence that arifes from the evidence and fim- 
plicity of^he matter in difpute ; and even with an impar* 
tiality wHith is lefs affedted by their ftrong paflions, than 
it is among us by a combination of ideas, if war be un- 
animoudy determined by their giving a general fhout, the 
allies are invited to join in it, which they feldom refiife, 
as they always have Tome injury. to revenge, or fome flain 
to replace by prifoners. 

The ravages next proceed to the eledlion of a chief. 
'When A certain number of men affemble to execute an en- 
terprife, in which common interell is concerned, one per^ 
fpn among them mull be appointed to guide the motions of 
the multitude, of whom he mull be the common foul j a 
foul which mud command them all as imperioufly as its or- 
ders are iffued to the members of the body which it inha- 
bits, and which muft be obeyed with as much difpatch and 
pundluality. Whenever this identity ceafes, diforder is in- 
troduced. . It is no longer an army which hath the fame 
.objc<^ in view ; it is a fet of diftimfit officers and foldiers 
■who have each of them their particular defigns. That fub- 
ordlnatiofl which connc61s orte hundred thouland men with 
all their powers to one commander, is the chief circum- 
Itance of diftin<?iion6 between modern and ancient warriors. 
Among the latter, every man ufed to fingle out his enemy, 
and bid him defiance in the midll of the throng. An en- 
gagement was nothing more than a great number of duels 
fought at the fame time upon a field of battle. It is not 
fo at prefent, our armies confift of deep, large, and clofe, 
bodies of men, placed upon a line, prefled together, and 
moving in all diredions as one Angle body. Formerly an 
•engagement was a duel between man and man ; at prefent, 
it is a duel of one body of men againll another. The leafl: 
want of fubordination would bring on confufion, and con- 
fiifion would occafion a horrid maflacre and a humiliating 
defeat. 

The diflike which the favages of Canada have for what- 
ever may reftrain their independence, hath not prevented 
them from perceiving the neceffity of having a military chief. 
They have always been led to a£lion by commanders, and 
phyfiognomy hath been always attended to in the choice 
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they h^ve made of them. m%ht be a very fallacioiw, 

aod even ridiculous, way of forming a judgment of men, 
where they have been trained up from their infancy to dif- 
g^ife their real fentiftients, and where^ by a conftant prac- 
tice of dillimulation and artificial paflions, the countenance 
is no longer expreffive of the mind. But a favage, who ia 
folely guided by nature, and is acquainted with its work* 
ings, ikldoni miftakea in the judgment he forms at firft 
fight. The chief requifite, next to a warlike afped, is a 
ilrong voice ; becaufe in armies that march without drums 
or clarions, in order more effe^iually to furprife the enemy, 
nothing is foproper to found an alarm, or to give the fignal 
for the onfet, as the teirible voice of a chief, who fhouts 
and ftrikes at the fame time. But the heft recommenda- 
tions for a general are his exploits. Every one is at liber- 
ty to boaft of his victories, in Order that be may be the firft 
to expofe himfelf to march foremofl to meet danger ; to 
tell what he has done, in order to (hew what he will do : 
and the favages think, felf-commendation not unbecoming a 
hero who can fhew his fears. . 

He who is chofen to be chief, and <to lead on the 
reft in the path of glory, never fails to harangue them.— - 
“ Comrades, fays he, “ the bones of our. brethren are 
“ ft til uncovered. , They cry out againft us ; we muft fa- 
tisfy them. Young men, to arms ; fill your quivers ; paint 
yourfelves with gloomy colours that may ftrike terror, 

“ Let the woods ring with our war-fongs. Let us footh 
‘‘ the dead with the fhouts of vengeance. Let us go and 
** bathe in the blood of our enemies, take prifoners, and 
“ fight as long as water ftiall flow in the rivers, and as long 
“ as the fun and moon ftiall remain fixed in the firmament.'* 
At thefe words, thofc brave men who are eager for war, , 
go to the chief, and fay, we will fhare the danger with , 
“ thee,” ‘‘ So you fhall,” replies the chief ; “ we will^ 
** {ha,re it together.” But as no perfuafions are made ufe 
of to induce any one to join the army, left a falfe point of 
honour ftiould compel men of no courage to take the field, . 
a man muft undergo many trials before he can be admitted . 
as a foldier. If a young man, who has never yet faced the 
enemy, fhould betray, the Icaft: impatience, when, after 
long abftmence^ he is expofed to the fcorching heat of the • 
fun, the intenfe frofts of the night, or the flings of infe6lSj , 
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be. would bt declared incapable, aiid unworthy W bear ams* 
Are the foldiers of our militias and armies formed in thia 
manner ? On the contrary, what a mournful and ominous 
ceremOity is ours I Men who have not been able to efcape 
being' prefled into the fervice, or could not procure art ex- 
etfiption by purchafe, or by virtue of feme privilege, march 
heavily along, with dovfncaft looks, and pale dejeded 
faces, before a magiftrate, whofe office is odious to the 
people, and whofe honefty is doubtful. The afflided and 
trembling parents feem to be following their fon to the grave. 
A black fcroll, ifluing from a fatal urn, points out the vid- 
ims which the prince devotes to war. A diftraded mother 
in vain prefTcs her fon to her bofom, and drives to detain 
him ; he is torn from her arms, and fhc bids him an eternal 
farewell, curfuig the day of her marriage, and that of her 
delivery. It is not certainly by fuch lacrlfices that good 
foldiers are to be acquired. It is not with fuch feenes of 
diUrefs and conilernatvon that the favages go to meet vic- 
tory, They march out in the midft 6t feftivity, finging, 
and dancing. The young married women follow their 
hufbands for a day or two, without fliewing any figns of 
grief or forrow. Thefe women, who do not even utter a 
groan in the pangs of child-birth, would fcorn to foften the 
minds of the defenders and avenger^ of their country, by 
the tears even of tendernefs and compafiion. 

The weapons of thefe favage nations are a kind of fpear, 
armed with fharp bones, and a fmall club of very hard w ood, 
of a round figure, and with one cutting edge. Inftead of 
thefe lad, fince their acquaintance with the Europeans, 
they make ufe of a hatchet, which they manage with amaz- 
ing dexterity. Moil of them have no inftrument of de* 
fence : but if they attack the pallifades that furround a 
town, they cover their body with a thin plank. Some of 
them ufed to wear a kind of cuirafs, made with plaited 
reeds ; but they left it oflF, on finding it was not proof 
again il fire-arms. 

The army is followed by dreamers, who aflumethe name 
of jugglers, and arc too often fuffered to determine the mi- 
itary operations. They march without any colours. All 
the warriors, , who are aJmeft naked, that they may be the 
more «lcrt in battle, rub their bo'dies with coal, to j^pcar 
more terrible, or with mould, that they may not be io ea- 
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fily feen at a diftancej and by that m^ans may be better 
able to furprifc the enemy. Not with (lauding their natural 
intrepidity and aveifion for all dlfguife, their wars are car- 
ried on with artifice. Thefe ftratagems, common to all 
nations, whether favage or civilized, are become neceflary 
to the petty nations of Canada. They would have totally 
deftroyed one another, had they not made the glory of their 
chiefs to confift in bringing home all their companions, ra- 
ther than in (bedding the blood of their foes. Honour, 
therefore, is to be gained by fallmg upon the enemy before 
he is prepared. Thefe people, whofe fenfes have never 
been impaired, are extremely quick in their fmel), and can 
difeover the places where men have trode. By the keen- 
nefs of that and of their fight, It is faid they can trace foot- 
(leps that are made upon the (horteft grafs, upon the dry 
ground, and even upon (lone ; and from the nature of tho 
footileps can difeover to what nation the adventurers be- 
long. Perhaps they may do this by the. leaves Prom the 
forcils, which always cover the ground. 

When they are fo fortunate as to furprifc the enemy, 
they difeharge a whole volley of arrows, and fall upon theni 
with their clubs or hatchets^ If they are upon their guard, 
or well intrenched, they retreat if they can ; if not, they 
fight till they conquer or die. The vi£lorious -party dii- 
patch tlic wounded whom they cannot carry oft', fcalp the 
dead, -and take fome ptlfoners. . 

The conqueror leaves his hatchet upon the field of bat- 
tle, having previoufly engraven upon it the mark of his na- 
tion, that, of his. family, and efpecially his own pidlure ; 
that is to fay, an oval with the figures marked on his 
own face. .Others paint alL thefe enfigns of honour, or 
rather trophies of vi&ory, on the ftump of a tree, or on a 
piece, of the bark, with coal mixed up with feveral colours. 
To -this, they add the hiftory, not only of the battle, but 
©f the whole campaign, in hieroglyphic charadlers. Next 
to the piifture of the general, the number of his foldiers is 
marked by fo many lines, that of the prifoners by fo many 
little images, and that of the dead by fo many human fi- 
gures without heads. Such are the exprefiive and techni- 
cal figns which, in all original focieties, have preceded th^ 
art of writing and printing, and the voluminous libraries. 

VO 
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which fill the palaces of the rich and idle, and embarrafs 
the minds of the learned. 

The hiftory of an Indian war ia but a fiiort one ; they 
make hafte to deferibe it, for fear the enemy fhould rally 
and fall upon them. The conqueror glories in a precipi- 
tate retreat, and never Hops til) he reaches his own terri- 
tory and his own town. There he is received with the 
warmeii tranfports of joy, and finds his reward in the ap- 
plaufes of his countrymen. A debate then enl'ues, how the 
prifoners, who arc the only advantage of their vidfory, ihall 
be difpofed of. 

The moft fortunate of the captives are thofe who are 
ehofen to replace the warriors who fell in the late action, 
or in former battles. This adoption has been wifely con- 
trived, to perpetuate nations, which would foon be de- 
llroyed by frequent wars. The prifoners being once in- 
corporated into a family, become coufins, uncles, fathers, 
brothers, hulbands j in (liort, they fucceed to any degree 
of confangulnity in which the deceafed ftood, whofe place 
they fupply ; and thefe affedfionate titles convey all their 
rights to them, at the fame time that they bind them to all 
their engagements. Far from being averfc for attaching 
themfelves with all proper affedfion to the family that has 
adopted them, they will not refufe even to take up arms 
againft their own countrymen. Yet this is lurely a Itrange 
inverfion of the ties of nature. They muft be very weak 
men, to fhift the objedl of their regard with the vicifli- 
tudes cv fortune. The truth is, that war feems to cancel 
all the h..nds of nature, and to confine a man's feelings to 
himfell . lone. Hence arifes that union between friends- 
among the favages, which is obferved to be ftronger than 
that which fubfifts between relations, Thofe who are to 
fight and die together, are more firmly attached than thofe 
who are born together, or under the fame roof. When war 
or death has diflblved that confanguinity which is cement- 
ed by nature, or has been formed by choice, the fame fate 
which loads the favage with chains, gives him new rela- 
tions a. d friends. Cuftom and common confent have au- 
thorift (I this fingular law, which undoubtedly fprang from 
iieceflity. 

But it fometimes happens that a prifoner refufes this adop- 
tion ; fometimes that he is excluded from it. A tall hand- 



Book XK IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES^ I3J 

fame prifoner had Joft fcveral ofjiis fingers in battle. This 
eircumftance was not noticed at firft. Friend, faid the 
widow to whom he was allotted, we had chofen you to 
live with U8 ; but in the' condition yon appear, unable 
to fight and to defend us, of what ufe is life to you ? 
Death is certainly preferable,” 1 am of the fameopi- 
‘‘ nion,” anfwcred the favage. Well then,” replied the 
wornan, “ this evening you (hall be tied to the flake. For 
** your own glory, and for the honour of your family who 
have adopted you, remember to behave like a man of 
courage.” He promifed he would, and kept his word. 
For three days he endured themoft cruel torments, with 
a conftancy and cheerfulnefs that fet them all at defiance. 
His new family never forfook him, but encouraged him by 
their applaufe, and fupplied him with drink and tobacco 
in the mi.dll of his fufferings. What a mixture of virtue 
and ferocioufnefs ! Ever}' thing is great in thefe people 
who are not enflaved. This is the fublime of nature, inall 
its horrors and its beauties. 

The captives whom none choofe to adopt, are foon con- 
demned to death. The vidlims arc prepared for it by every 
thing that may tend to infpire them with a fondnefs for 
life. The bell fare, the kindell ufage, the moft endear- 
ing names, are laviflied upon them. They are even feme- 
times indulged with women to the very moment of their 
fentence. Is this compafiion, or is it a refinement of bar- 
barity ? At iall a herald comes, and acquaints the wretch 
that the pile is ready. Brother,” fays he, “ be patient, 
“ you are going to be burnt,” Very w'cll brother,” 
fays the prifoner, “ I thank you.” 

Thefe words are received with general applaufe but the 
women are the mod violent in their expreflions of the com- 
mon joy. She to whom the prifoner is delivered up, in- 
dantly invokes the fhade of a father, a hufband, a fon, the 
dearelt friend, whofe death is ftill unrevenged. Draw 
“ near,” ihe cries, I am preparing a fcaft for thee. Come 
** and drink large draughts of the broth I intend to give 
thee. This warrior is going to be put into the cauldron. 
They will apply hot hatchets all over his body ; they 
“ will fcalp him : they will drink out of his fkull ; thou 
“ [halt be avenged and fatisfied*’’ 

This furious w'o man then rufhesupon her vi^lim, who is 
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tied to a poft near the fiery pile, and by ftriking or mamv 
ing him, Ihe gives the fignal for the intended cruelties# 
There is not a woman or child in the clan whom this fight 
has brought together, who does not take a part in tortur- 
ing and flaying the miferablc captive. Some pierce his 
flefh with firebrands ; others cut it in llices ; fome tear off 
his nails ; while others cut off his fingers, roaft them, and 
devour them before his face. Nothing flops his execution- 
ers but the fear of haftening his end : they fludy to proj- 
long his fttfferings for whole days, and fometimes they 
make him linger for a week. 

In the midfi: of thefe torments, the hero lings, in a bar- 
barous, but heroic, manner, the glory of his former vi6lo- 
ries : he fings the pleafure he formerly took in flaying his 
enemies. His expiring voice is raifed, to exprefs the hope 
he entertains of being revenged ; and to tell his perfccu- 
tors that they know not how to avenge their anc»ftors, 
whom he hath maffacred. He choofes to bid defiance to 
his executioners, the moment when their rage appears ra- 
ther flackened \ and he endeavours to excite it anew, in 
order that the cxcefs of his fufferings may difpla^ the ex- 
cefs of his courage. It Is a confli(5l between the vidlirin and 
his tormentors; a dreadful challenge between conllancy in 
fulFerlng and obftinacy in torturing. But the fenfe of glory 
predominates. Whether this intoxication of enthufiafm fuf- 
pends, or wholly benumbs, all fenfe of pain ; or whether cuf- 
tom and education alone produce thefe prodigies of hero- 
ifm ; certain it is, that the fufferer dies without ever {bed- 
ding a tear or heaving a figh. Let fanatics of all falfe re- 
ligions no longer boaft the conftancy of their martyrs : the 
favage of nature goes beyond all their miraculous accounts. 

liow fhall we account for this infenfibility ? Is it owing to 
the climate, or to the manner of life ? Colder blood, thick- 
er humours, a conftitution rendered more phlegmatic by the 
dampnefs of the air and the ground may doubtlefs blunt 
the irritability of the nervous fyftem in -Canada. Men who 
are conflantly expofed to all the inclemencies of the wea- 
ther, the fatigues of hunting, and the perils of war, con- 
tradl fuch a rigidity of fibres, fuch a habit of fuffering, as 
makes them infenfible to pain. It is faid, the favages arc 
fcarce ever convulfed in the agonies of death, whether they 
die of ficknefs or of a wound. As they have no apprehen- 
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either of the approaelies or t!ic confequences of death, 
their imaffination docs rtot fuggeft that artificial fcnfibihiy 
againft which nature Has guarded them. Their whole life, 
whether conlidcrcd in a natural or moral view, is calculate 
cd to infpirc them with a contempt for death, which we 
fo much dread ; and to enable them to overcome the fenfe 
of pain, which is increafed by our indulgencies. 

- But a circumftance ftill more aftoniftiing in the charac- 
ter of the Indians than their refolution m fupporting tor- 
tures, is the rancour that appears in their revenge. It is 
dreadful to think that man may become the moft cruel of 
all animals* In general, revenge is not profecuted with 
cruelty either among nations, or between individuals who 
are governed by good laws ; which, at the fame time that 
they protedl the fubjedl, reilrajn him from committing in- 
juries. Vengeance is not a very lively principle in wars 
that are carried on between great nations, becaiife they 
have but little to fear from their enemies. But in thofc 
petty nations, where a confiderable fhare of the power of 
the llate belongs to each individual, where the lofs of one 
man endangers the whole community, war is nothing clfe 
than a fpirit of revenge that actuates the whole body. 
Among independent men, who entertain a degree of ef* 
teem for themfelvcs, which can never be felt by men who 
are under fubje^kion 5 among favages whofe a{Ft£lions are 
very lively, and confined to a few objeds, injuries mull ne- 
ceflarily be refented to the greateft degree, becaufe they 
affeiSk the perfon in the moft fcnfible manner : the aflaffin- 
ation of a friend, of a fon, of a brother, or of a fellow-ci- 
tizen, muft be avenged by the death of the affaffin. Thefe 
beloved ftiades arc continually calling out for vengeance 
from their graves. They wander about in the forefts, 
amidft the mournful accents of the birds of night ; they 
appear in the phofphorus and in the lightning ; and fuper- 
ftition pleads for them in the alBi(^ed or incenfed hearts of 
their friends. 

When we confider the hatred which the hordes of thefe 
favages bear to each other ; the hardfhips they undergo ; 
the Icarcity they are often expofed to j the frequency of 
their wars j the frnall number of inhabitants ; the numberlefa 
fnares we lay for them ; wc cannot but forefee that, in lefs 
than three centuries the whole race will be extindf , What 
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judgment will p<){lenty form of this fpeoies of men, who 
will €xift only in the deferiptions of travellers? Will not 
the accounts given of the favages appear to them in the 
fame light as the fables of antiquity do to us ? It will fpeak 
of them, as the centaurs and lapithee arc fpoken of by 
us. How many contradi^flions will not pofterity difeover 
in their cuftoms and manners ! Will not fuch of our writ- 
ings as may then have efcaped the deftru6livc hand of time, 
pafs for romantic inventions, like thofe which Plato has 
left U8 concerning the ancient Atalantic ? 

^he French im- The chara^ler of the North Ameri- 
prudently take a cans, as we have deferibed it, had fingu- 
part in the wars larly difplayed itfelf in the war between . 
of thefavages* the Iroquois and the Algonquins. Thefe 

two nations, the mod numerous in Cana- 
da, had formed a kind of confederacy. The former, who 
tilled the ground, imparted their produ(SlIonsto their allies, 
who in return fhared with them the fruits of their chafe. 
Connected by their reciprocal wants, they mutually defend- 
ed each other. During the feafon when all the labours of 
agriculture were int^ernipted by the fnow on the ground, 
they lived togedrer. The Algonc^uins went a-hunting ; 
and the Iroquois (laid at home, to fkin the beads, cure the 
fle/h, and drefs the hides. 

It happened one year that a party of Algonquins, who 
were not very dexterous, or much ufed to the chafe, prov- 
ed unfucccfsfiil. The Iroquois who attended them, defir- 
cd leave to try whether ^hey fhould fucceed better. This 
requed, which had fometimes been complied with, was 
not granted. Irritated at this unfeafonablc refufal, they; 
went out privately in the night, and brought home a great 
number of animals. The Algonquins greatly mortified, 
to blot out the very remembrance of their difgrace, waited 
till the Iroquois himtfmen were aficep, and put them all to 
death. This maffaere occalioned a great alarm. The of- 
fended nation demanded judice, which was haughtily re- 
fufed ; and they w'cre given to underdand that they mud 
not expedl the fmallcd fatisfadion. 

The Iroquois enraged at this contemptuous treatment, . 
vowed that they would either be revenged, or that they 
would perilh in the attempt. But not being powerful 
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enough to venture to attack their haiilghty adverfaries, {feff 
removed to a greater diftance in order try their ftrengih* 
;an4 improve their military flcill, hy making \yar 
fome lefs formidable nations. As fpofl as they had learnt 
to approach like foxes, to attack like lions, and to fly like 
birds, as they exprefs themfelves, they were up longer 
afraid to encounter the Algonquins ; and, therefore, car- 
ried on a war againft them with a degree of ferociou&ieft 
proportionable to their refentment. 

It was juft at the time when thefe animofities were kind- 
led throughout Canada, that the French noade their firft 
appearance in that country. The Montagnez, who inh^u. 
bited the lower parts of the river St. Lawrence ; the AU 
gonquins, who were fettled upon it$ banks, from Quebec 
to Montreal ; tfe Hurons, who were difperfed about the 
lake that bears that name ; and fome lefs confiderablc na- 
tions, who wandered about in the intermediate fpaces j 
were all inclined to favour the fettlement of tire ftrangers: 
thefe feveral i^atjons combined againft the Iroquois, and un- 
able to withftand them, imagined that they might find in 
their new gueft an unexpe^lcd refource, which would in- 
fure them fuccefs. From the opinion they entertained of 
the French, which feemed as if it were formed upmi a tho- 
rough knowledge of their charafter, they flattered them- 
•felves tliey might engage them in their quarrel, and were 
not difappointed. Champlain, who ought to have availed 
himfelf of the fuperior knowledge of the Europeans to ef- 
fc(5l a reconciliation between the 'Americans, did not even 
attempt it. He warmly efpoufed the interefts of his neigh- 
bours, and accompanied them in purfuit of their enemy. 

The country of the Iroquois was near eighty leagues in 
length, and more than forty in breadth. It was bounded 
by the lake Eric, the lake Ontaiio, the river St, Lawrence, 
and the celebrated countries fince known by the names of 
New York and Pennfylvania. The fpace between thefe 
vaft limits was watered by feveral fine rivers, and was in- 
habited by five nations, which could bring about twenty 
-thoufand warriors into the field, though they are now re- 
duced to lefs than fifteen hundred. They formed a kind of 
league or affociation, not unlike that of the Swifs or the 
Dutch, llieir deputies met once a-ycar, to hold their 
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feail of unions and to deliberate on the Intcrefta of the com- 
monwealth* , * 

Though the Iroquois did not expe£l to be again attack- 
ed by enemies who had fo often been conquered, they were 
not unprepared. The engagement was begun with equal 
confidence on both lides ; one relying jon their ufual fope- 
riority ; the other on the afSttance of their new ally, whofe 
fire-arms could not fail of in Curing the vidory. And, in- 
deed, no fooner had Champlain, and the two Frenchmen 
who attended him, fired a Ihot, which killed two chiefs of 
the Iroquois, and mortally wounded a third, than the 
whole army fled in the utmoft amazement and conflerna* 
tion. 

This alteration in the mode of attack induced them to 
think of changing their mode of defence. In the next 
campaign, they judged it neceflary to intrench themfelves, 
to elude the force of weapons they were unacquainted 
with. But their precaution was ineffcdual. Notwith- 
flanding an obftinate refiftance, their intrenchments were 
forced by the Indians, fupported by a brifker fire from a 
greater number of Frenchmen, than appeared in the firll 
expedition. The Iroquois were almofl all killed or taken^ 
Thofe who had efcaped from the engagement were pre- 
cipitated into a river and drowned. 

This nation would probably have been deftroyed, or 
compelled to live in peace, had not the Dutch, w'ho in 1610 
founded the colony of New Belgia in their neighbourhood, 
furniflied them with arms and ammunition. Poffibly too 
they might fecretly foment their divifions, the furs taken 
from the enemy during the continuance of hoftilities being 
a greater objeA than thofe they could procure from their 
own chafe. However this may be, this connedlion reftored 
the balance between both parties. Various hoftilities and 
injuries were committed by each nation, which weakened 
the ftrength of both. This perpetual ebb and flow of 
fuccefs, which, in governments actuated by motives of in- 
tereft rather than of revenge, would infallibly have reftored 
tranquillity, ferved but to increafe animofities, and to ex^ 
afperate a number of little clans/ bent upon each other’s 
deftrudion. The confcquence was, that the weakeft of 
thefe petty nations were foon deftroyed, and the reft were 
gradually reduced to nothing. 
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These deftruftive events did not how- The French 
cyCr contribute to advance the power of fettlement mahes 
the French. In 1627, they had only no progrefs. 
three wretched fettlements, furrounded ThccOttfe of this, 
with pales. The largeft of thefe con- 
tained but fifty' inhabitants, including men, women, and 
children. The climate had not proved deftru^ive to the 
people fent there : though fevere, it was wholefome ; and 
the Europeans ftrengthened their conftitutions without 
tendangenng their lives. The little progrefs they made 
was entirely owing to an cxclufive company, whole chief 
defigns were not fo much intended to create a national 
power in Canada, as to enrich themfelves by the fur trade. 
This evil might have been immediately removed, by abolifh- 
ing this monopoly^ and allowing a free trade ; but it was 
not then time to adopt fo fimple a theory. The govern- 
ment, however, chofe only to employ a more numerous 
aflbeiation, compofed of men of greater property and 
credit. 

They gave them the difpofal of the fettlements that were 
or (hould be formed in Canada^ together with a power of 
fortifying and governing them as they thought proper, ar>d 
of making war or peace, as Ihould heft promote their in» 
tereft. The whole trade by fea and land was allowed them 
for a term of fifteen years, except the cod and whale fifh- 
erics, which were left open to all. The beaver and all the 
fur trade was granted to the company for ever. 

To all thefe were added further encouragements. The 
king made a prefent of two large fhips to the company, 
which conlifted of feven hundred proprietors. Twelve of 
the principal were raifed to the rank of nobility. Gentle* 
men, and even the clergy, already too rich, were invited to 
lhare in this trade. The company were allowed the liberty 
of fending and exporting all kinds of commodities and 
merchandize, free of any duty whatfoever. A perfon who 
exercifed any trade in the colony for the fpace of fix years, 
was intitled to the freedom of the fame trade in France. . 
' The laft favour granted them was the free entry of all 
goods manufa<flured in thofe dillant regions. This fingular 
privilege, the motives of which it is not eafy to difeover, 
gave the manufaflurers of New France an infinite advan- 
tage over ihofs of the mother country, who were encumk^F** 



140 HISIT 0 HY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TEACE B&Qk 

cd with A variety, duties, letH^ of mafterfhip, charges 
for ftarop#, and with ah the impcdjfijeptg which^igooraaec 
and ^ivar^GC had tnukiplied without «n 4 < 

In return fgr fg many marks of partiality, the company, 
which had a capiul of a hundred thoufand crowns 
[,i 2 ,yc«ri 0 Wing into the colony, in the year 

1628, which was the hrd year they ^ojoyed. tlieir charter, 
two or three hundred artificers of fuch trades as. were htteft 
for their purpoCe i and fifteen thoufand men before the 
year i64j> They were to provide them with lodging and 
board, to maintain them for three years, and afterwards to 
give thern as ranch clcarerl land as would be neceflary for 
their fubfiftence, with a fudkient quantity of grain to fow 
it the drd year# ' 

Fortune did ngt fecond the endeavours of government in 
favour of the new company. The firll fhips they fitted out 
were taken by the Englifh, who were lately at variance 
with France, on account of the fiege of Rochelle. Riche- 
lieu and Buckingham, who were enemies from jealoufy, 
from perfonal charafler, from iotereft, and from every 
motive that can excite an irrccmicilable enmity between 
two ambitious minifters, tqok this opportunity to fpirit up 
the two kings they governed, and the two nations they 
were endeavouring to opprefs* The Englifh, who fought 
for their interells, gained the^ advantage over the French ; 
and the latter lott Canada in 1629. The council of 
Lewis XIH were fa little acquainted witli the value^ of 
this fettlcment, that they w«re inclined not to demand the 
reftitution of it ; but the pride of the leading man, who, 
being at the head of the company, confidered the encroach* 
rnents of the Engliih as a perfonal infult, prevailed with 
them to alter their opinion. They met with lefs diffi-* 
culty than they expected ; and Canada was reilored to the 
French, with peace, in 1631, by the treaty of St. Ger- 
main en Laye» 

The French were not taught by adverfity. The fame 
ignorance, the fame negligence, prevailed after the recovery 
of Canada as before. The monopolizing company fulfilled 
«one of their engagements. This breach of faith, far from 
being punifned, was in a manner rewarded by a prolonga- 
tion of their charter. The clamours of all Canada were 
difregarded at lucli a diftance ; and the deputes feat to 
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r^^efent its wretched fituation were denied accefs to the 
throfnfc^ where titnid truth is never fuffered to approach^ 
but ia awed into filcnce by threats ami punifhmcnts. This 
behaviour, equally repugnant to humanity, private intereft, 
and good policy, wa^ attended wkh fucli consequences as 
might naturally be ejrpeftcd from it. 

The French had formed their fettUment improperly. 
In order to have the appearance of reigning over an im- 
menfe tra£t of country^ and to draw nearer to the furs# 
they had placed their habitations at fuch a diilancc from 
each other, that they had fcarce any eommumcation, and 
were unable to afford each other any affidance* The mif* 
fon^ttica v<dik:h were the refult of this iuvprudefrce had not 
produced any alteration in their conda(fl. The intereft of 
the moment made them always forget thq paft, and pre- 
vented them from forefccihg the future. They were not 
properly in a focial ft ate, fince the magift rates could not 
foperintcnd their morals, nor government provide for the 
fafety of their perfons and property. 

The audacious and ardent Iroquois foon perceived the 
defcdl of this conftitution, and purfued mcafures to avail 
themfclvcs of it. The weak bands of favages which l\ad 
been fheltered from their fury, deprived of that fupport 
which conftituted their fecurity, foon fled before them. 
This firft fuccefs infpired the IrOqtiois with the hopes of 
csompelling their protedlors to crofs the fea again, and even 
of being able to deprive thefe foreigners of their children, 
that with them they might fill the place of thofe warriors 
they had loft in the preceding wars. To avoid thefe cala- 
mities and humiliations, the French were obliged to ere^El, 
in each of the diftri^s which they occupied, a kind of 
fort, where they took refuge, and where they fheltered 
th^ir provifions and their cattle, at the approach of thefe 
irreconcilable foes. Thefe palifadoes, commonly fupport- 
ed by fome indifferent guns, were never forced, and perhaps 
even never blocked up; but whatever was found on the 
outfide of the intrenchments was either deftroyed or car- 
ried off by thefe barbarians* Such was the mifery and de- 
plorable ttate of the colony, that it was reduced to fublift 
upon the charitable contribulions which the mifTionarics re- 
ceived from Europe. 
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The French are , The Freoch miniilry, at length awak* 
roufedfrom their ened from theiV lethargy by that general 
inadlvtty* commotion which at that time agitated 

Means by nvhlch every nation, fent a body of four hun- 
tFts change nvas dred wclUdifciplin^ troops to Canada 
ejfe^ed. in 1662. This corps was reinforced two 

years after. The French gradually re- 
covered an abfolutc fuperiority over the Iroquois. Three 
of their nations, alarmed at their lofies, made propofals for 
an accommodation ; and the other two were fo much weak- 
ened, that they were induced to accede to it in 1668. At 
this time the colony firft enjoyed a profound peace, which 
paved the way for its profperity ; and a freedofti of trade 
contributed to fecure it. The beaver trade alone con- 
tinued to be monopolized. 

This revolution in affairs excited induflry. The former 
colonifts, whofe weaknefs had till then confined them with- 
in their icttlements, now ventured to extend their planta- 
tions, and cultivated them with greater confidence and 
fuccefs. All the foldiers who confented to fettle in the 
New World obtained their difeharge, together with a 
grant of fome property. The officers had lands given 
them in proportion to their rank. The former fettlements 
were improved ; and new ones ellabliflied, wherever the 
intereft or fafety of the colony required it. This fpirit 
and adlivity occafioned an increafe of traffic with the In- 
dians, and revived the intercourfe between both continents. 
This profperity feemed likely to receive additional advan- 
tages from the care taken by the fuperintendants of the 
colony, not only to preferve friendffiip with the neighbour- 
ing nations, but likewife to eftablilh peace and harmony 
among themfelves. Not a fingle adl of hoftility was com- 
mitted throughout an extent of four or five hundred 
leagues ; a circumflance, perhaps, unheard of before in 
North America. It fhould feem that the French had 
kindled the war at their arrival, only to extinguiffi it the 
more effedlually. 

But this concord could not continue among people who 
were always armed for the chafe, iinlefs the power that had 
effedted it fhould preferve it by the fuperiority of its forces. 
The Iroquois, finding this precaution was negledled, re- 
fumed that reillefs difpofition arifing from their love of 
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i^venge and dotwinion. They were, however, careful to 
continue on good terms with all whb were either allies or 
neighbours to the French. Notwithltanding thw modera- 
tion, they were told, that they mull immediately lay down 
their arms, and reftore alFthe prifoners they had taken, of 
expetfl to fee their country dellroycd, and their habitations 
burnt down. This haughty fiimmons ipcenfed their pride. 
'I'hey anfwered, that they fhould never fufFer the leaft in- 
croachment on their independence ; and that they fhould 
make the French fenfible, that they were friends not to be 
negle£lcd, and enemies not to be defpifed. But^ as they 
were ftaggered with the air of authority that had been af- 
fumed, they complied in part with the terms required of 
them ; and the affair was thus compromifed. 

. But this kind of humiliation rather increafed the refent- 
ment of a people more accuftomed to commit than to fufFer 
injuries. The Englifh, who in 1664 had difpofTefTed the 
Dutch of New Belgia, and remained mailers of the terri- 
tory they had acquired, which they had called New York, 
availed themfelves ' of the difpofitions of the Iroquois, 
They not only excited the fpirit of difeord, but added pre- 
fents to induce them to break with the French. The fame 
artifices were ufed to feduce the refl of their allies. Thofe 
who adhered to their allegiance were attacked. All were 
invited, and fome compelled to bring their beaver and other 
furs to New York, where they fold at a higher price than 
in the French colony. 

Denonville, who had lately been fent to Canada to en- 
force obedience to the authority of the proudefl of mo- 
uarchs, was impatient of all thefe infults. Though he was 
in a condition not only to defend his own frontiers, but even 
to encroach upon thofe of the Iroquois ; yet, fenfible that 
this nation mull not be attacked without being deflroyed, 
it was agreed that the French fhould remain in a flatc of 
feeming inadlion, till they had received from Europe the 
neceffary reinforcements for executing fo defperate a refolu- 
tion. Thefe fuccours arrived in 1687; and the colony 
had then 11,249 perfons, of whom about one third were 
able to bear arms. 

Notwithftanding this fuperiority of forces, Denonville 
had recourfe to uratagem, and difhonoured the French 
name amoug the favages by an infamous perfidy. Under 
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j«^€Urtce of terminating their differences by negociation> he 
bafely abtrfed the confraerice which the Iroquois repofed in 
the jcfiTft Lannberville, to allure their chiefs to a conference. 
As foot! as they arrived, they were put in irons, embarked 
Jtt Qj^bec, and fent to the galleys. 

On the firft report of this treachery, the old men fent 
for their miffionary, and addreffed him in the following 
manner: ‘‘We are authorifed by every motive to treat 
you as an onemy, but we cannot refolve to do it* Your 
^ heart ha& had no fliare in the infult that has been put 
^ upon us j and it Would be onjuft to punifii you for a 
crime you deteft flill more than ourfelves. But you 
irmil leave us. Our rafh young men might confider you 
“ in the light of a traitor, who has delivered up the chiefs 
“ of our nation to fhameful flavery,’’ After this fpeech, 
thefe favages, whom the Europeans^ have always called 
barbarians, gave the mhfionary fome guides, who condu6l- 
cd him th a place of fafety ; and then both parties took 
up arms* 

The French prefently fpread terror among the Iroquois 
bordering upon the great lakes ; but Denonville had nei- 
ther the a6Iivity nor the expedition neceffary to improve 
thefe firft fucccfles. While he was taken up in deliberat- 
ing, inftead of aefting, the campaign was clofed without the 
acquifit'ion of any permanent advantage. This increafed 
the bo-ldnefs of the Iroquois who lived neat the French 
fettlements, where they repeatedly committed the ihojl 
dreadful ravages. The planters, finding their labours 
d^ftroyed by thefe depredations, which deprived them of 
the means of repairing the damages they had fuftained, 
ardently wilhed for peace, l>enonvilie*3 temper coincided 
with their whhes ; but it was no eafy matter to pacify an 
enemy^ rendered implacable by ill ufage. ' Lamberville, who 
flHl maintained his former afeendant over , them, made 
Overtures of peace, which were liftened to. 

Whik thefe negociatiorrs were carrying, on, a Machiavel, 
born in the forefts, known by the name of Ee Rat,, the 
braveft, the moft refolute, the moft intelligent, favage ever 
found in the wilds of North America, arrived at Fort 
Frontenac with a chofen band of Hurons, fully determined 
upon exploits worthy of tl^e reputation he had acquired, 
lie wns told, that a treaty was adlually on foot ; that the 
"4 
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^pirti«9 of Irt^uois wor€ upon -^Uc w)ad to.eo®clmJ« It 
at li^ontrcal; and tfeat it would be m infult upon tfee 
French governor, if hofttlitk* ftipukl be carried On agaio^ 
a nation with which they were negociatii^ a peace* ^ 

Rat, pk|ued that the French ihonW thus cnl^rinio 
negociations without coufulting their alJic^ nefolvcd to 
puniih them for their prefumption. He lay in wait ibr tho 
for the deputies, fome of whom were killed# and the reft 
taken prifoners. When the latter told him thci.pui:|K>rt*of 
their royage, he feigned the greater furprifie, aa Deaonville# 
he faid, had font him to interop them.. In order to carry 
on the deceit more A»ccefoAi%, he immediately rel^afed’ 
them aH, except one, whom he pretended to keep, to re- 
place one of his Huron p who had been killed iiv the fray. 
He then hafoened to MichilUmakinac, where he prefent^ 
lu8 prifoncr to the Fretich commandant, who, not know- 
ing that Denortvilfe was treating with the Iroquois, caufod 
the unhappy favage to be put to deatli. Immediately 
after this, lie Rat font for ao old Iroquois, who had long 
been a prifoner among the Hurons, and gave him hi® 
liberty to go and acquaint his nation, that, while the 
French were amufing their enemies vwth negociations, they 
continued to take prifoiiers and murder th^m. This arti- 
fice, worthy of the moft infamous European policy, fuc-^ 
ceeded as the favage Le Rat defired. The war was renew- 
ed with greater fury than ever, and lafted the longer, a® 
the Engufh, who about that period were engageu in a 
comcil with France, on account of the depoutfon of 
James II, thought iMhrir mtereft to make an alliance with 
the Iroquois. 

An Englifh fleet, which foiled from Europe In 
appeared before Quebec in OAober, to lay liege to the 
place. They had rcafon to expefl hut a faint refiftanoe, 
as the favages were to make a powerful diverfion, to draw 
off the principal land-forces of the colony. But they were 
cortipclled fhamefuHy to relinquifh the enterprife, after 
having fuftained great loflcs. The caufes of this difop* 
pointment merit fotne difeuffibn. 

When the Britifo miniftry projeded the reduefHon of 
Canada, they determined that the land ahd foa forces 
fhould arrive there art the fame time. This wife plan was 
executed with the trtmofo c^tatSlntfo. * As the fhfps were 
F(?/. F, G 
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failing up the river St. Lawrence, the troops marched by 
land, in order to reach the fcenc of a(flion Rt the fame in- 
(lant as the fleet. They were nearly arrived, when the 
Iroquois, who conduced and fupported them, recolledcd 
the nazard they ran in leading their allies to the conquefl 
of Quebec. Situated as we are between two European 
nations, faid they in a. council which they held, each 
powerful enough to dcftroy us, both interelled in our 
deftrudion, when they no longer Hand in need of our af- 
fiftance ; wliat better meafure can we take, than to prevent 
the one from being vidorious over the other ? Then will 
each of them be compelled to court our alliance, or to 
bribe us to a neutrality. This fyftem, which feemed to be 
didated by the fame kind of deep policy as that which 
direds the balance of -Europe, determined the Iroquois to 
return to their refpedive homes under various pretences. 
Their defedion obliged the Englifti to retreat ; and the 
French, now in fecurity on their lands, united all their 
forces with as much unanimity as fuccefs for the defence of 
their capital. 

The Iroquois, from motives of policy, ftifled their re- 
fentmenc againft the French, and were attached rather to 
the name than to the interefts of England. Thefe two 
European powers, therefore, irreconcilable rivals to each 
other, but feparated by the territOi*y of a favage nation, 
equally apprehenfive of the fuperiority of either, were pre*^ 
vented from doing each other fo much injury as they could 
have wiflicd. Tne war was carried on merely by a few 
depredations, fatal to the colonifts, but of little confequence 
to the feveral nations concerned in them. . During the 
fcenc of cruelties exercifed by the feveral parties of Englifli 
and Iroquois, French and Hurons, whofe ravages extended 
one hundred leagues from home, fome adions were per- 
formed, which leemed to render human nature fuperior to 
fuch enormities. 

Some French and Indians having joined in an expedi- 
tion that required a long march, their provifions began to 
fail. The Hurons caught plenty of game, and always 
offered fome to the French, who were not fuch Ikilful 
huntfmen. The latter would have declined accepting this 
generous offer j “ you (hare with us the fatigues of war,*^ 
laid the favages ; ** it is but rcafonable that we fhouW 
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<* (hare with you th$ neceflaries of life 5 we (hould not be 
** men if we aded otherwife with men.’* If fimihr ju- 
ftances of magnanimity .may have fometimes occurred 
among Europeans, the following is peculiar to favages. 

pA party of Iroquois being informed that a party of the 
French and their allies were advancing with fuperior forces, 
they fled with precipitation. .They were headed by Onon- 
taguc, who was a hundred years old. He feorned to fly 
with the reft, and chofe rather to fall into the hands of the 
enemy ; though he had nothing to exped but exquifitc 
torments. What a fpedacle to fee four hundred bar- 
barians eager in tormenting an old man ; who far from 
complaining, treated the French with the utmoft contempt, 
and upbraided the Hurons with having (looped to be the 
flaves of thofe vile Europeans ! One of his tormentors, 
provoked at his invedives, dabbed him in three places to 
put an end to his repeated infults. “ Thou dod wrong,’* 
faid Onontaguc, calmly to him, « to (horten my life ; thou 

wouldd have had more time to learn to die like a man.’* 
And are thefe the men whom the French and Englilh 
have been confpiring to extirpate for a century pad ? But, 
perhaps, they would be afliamcd to live among fuch models 
of heroifm and magnanimity. 

The peace of Ryfwick put a fudden end to the calami- 
ties of Europe and the hodilities in America. The Hurons 
and tlie Iroquois, as well as the French and Eoglifh, were 
fenfible that they required a long continuance of peace, to 
repair the loITes they had fudained in war. The Ir^dians 
began to recover themfclvcs ; the Europeans refumed 
their labours ; and the fur trade, the fird that could be 
entered into with a nation of huntfmen, was more firmly 
edabliflied. 

Be FOR c the difeovery of Canada, the The furs are the 
foreds with which it was over-run were foundation of the 
little more than the extenfixe haunt of connealons be- 
wild beads, which had multiplied pro- t*tveen the 
digioufly ; becaufe the few men who French and the 
lived in thofe deferts having no flocks or Indians. 
tame animals, left more room and more 
food for fuch as were wandering and free like themfclvcs. 
If the nature of the climate did not afford an infinite vari- 

G2 
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<tyj each fpectes produced, at leaft, « m^titude of indi^ 
viouals. But they at laft paid tribtfte to the Ibvereigoty , 
of man, thjat cruel po\^r which hath always been exer- 
eifed iH a manner fo fatal to every Itving creature. Hitv- 
ing neither arts nor husbandry to employ them, the fiiva^ 
fed and clothed themfehres entirely -with v the wild beailA 
they deilroyed. A» foji>n as luxury had led ua to make 
life of their fkips, the natfves waged a peiyetual war againft 
them ; which was the more tSive, as rt procured them 
plenty, and a yariety of gratifications which they were un- 
accultotned to.; and the more defirmftive, as they had 
adopted the ufe of our fire arms. 'Thk fatal induftry exer- 
tfifcd in the woods of Canada, occfrfioufd a great -(pMuitity 
an^rodigfous variety of furs to be brought into the ports 
of France ; fome of which were jconfumed in the kingdom, 
and the reft difpofed of in the neighbouring eouutries. 
Moft of thefe furs were already known in Europe ; they 
came from the northern parte of our heroifphere, hut in too 
{hojill quantities to fupply a general demand. Capnee and 
novelty have made them more or lefs in faihion, fince it hue 
-been found to be for the interell of the American colonies 
that they fhoiUd be valued in the mother countries. It 
may not be irnproper to give feme account of tbofe that 
are fliH in requeft. 

yhe otter is a yoraejpus animal, Winch runs or fwims 
along the hanks of the lakes or rivers, eoimnonly lives upon 
fifh, and, When that iajls, wfil feed i»pon grais, or the wud 
of aquatic plants. .From his manner aud place of living he 
has been ranked amongll amphibious anitnals, who can 
equally live in the ah and under water ; but improperly, 
fince the otter, like all other land animals, cannot live 
without refpiration, He is found in all thofe countrieawhich 
abound in water, and arc temperate, but is more conunon 
and much larger m the northern parts of America, ^His 
hair is nowhere fo bladk or fo ’fine ; a circumftanoe the 
more fatal to him, as it e^epofes him more to the purfmts 
of man. 

The pole-cat is in -equal eftimation among the Canadian 
huntfmen. Ihere are three fpecies of this animal ; the hrft 
is the common , pole-cat ; the fccond is called the mink; 
and t1\e third the flinktng po!e»qat, he^aufe his urine, 
which he voids in his fri^t when he is putfued, is fo 
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offenflvc, that it infeiSb the aiV at a great iMaiicev' Therf- 
hair 13 darker^ fhore gloffy* »ad more filky, than ia 
Eijrope. 

Eveii the rat' irt North America is yaduablie for h» fkkv 
There are two forts ©rpeciaUv whofo flbia is an article of 
ftadt. The one, which is called the opoffom, is twice as 
large as an European ratw^ His hair is cotmnonljr ck£ a 
filver grey, fometimes of a clear whiter The fcoanaie has 
a bag under her belly, tudiich fit® can open and ihta at pJca-* 
finer When (h< is purfurd, &e putts her young ones i»to 
this bag, and runs away with themw The oth^r, which is 
called tlic mufic^rat, liiecaitfe his teftsclcs contain muik, has 
»U the ehara^«fiflic (^nalitites of the heaser, of which he. 
foems he he a diminutive } and his ddu 19 employed for 
the (ame purpofes* 

The emune, which is about the iitie of a hut 

not quite fo long, has the fame lively eyes, keen look, and 
his motions art fo quick that the eye cannot follow them. 
*rbe tip^of his long and buChy tail is as bbwk as jet* Hh 
hair, which k yellow as gold in fommer, turns as white as 
ffiow» in winter^ This lively and light aniiml is ooc of th* 
beautiesrof Canada ; but, though foiadler than the fsble, is 
not fo common. 

The martin k only to be met with in cold ccnmtraev ni 
the centre of the forefta, lav from all habitations, is a beaft 
of prey, and lives upon birds.- Though k is but a foot' 
and a half long, . it leaves prints on the foovrthat appear to 
be the footfteps of a very large ankoal ; becaufe it always 
jumps along, and leaves the marks of both feet together 
Its for is much efteemed, though far inferior ta that fpr- 
cies which is diftinguiihed by the name of the fabk.. This 
is of a fhiHing black. The fineft aruong them are thofe 
who^e (kin ia the mod brown, aiwireaches along tKb b^ck 
quite to the tip. of- the tail, llie martins feldom quit the 
irrmoft recefles of their impenetrable woods more than once 
in two or three years. The natives think it portends a 
good* winter ; that is, a great quantity of fnow, and con- 
Fequently good fport. 

The animal whkh the ancients called lynx, known in 
Siberia by the name of the ounce, is only called the wildw 
eat m Canada, where it is froalier than in our hemiiphere. 
This animal, to whom vulgar error would not have attrU 

G 3 



150 HISTORT OF SETTLEMENTS AND r^^AVE Bdci X r. 

buted very piercing eyes, if he were not endowed with 
the faculty of feeing, hearing, and fmelling, at a diilance, 
lives upon what game he can catch, which he purfues to 
the very tops of the talleft trees. His flefh is known to 
tie very white and well flavoured ; but , he is hunted chiefly 
for the fake of his flyn ; the hair of which is very. long, 
and of a fine light grey, but lefs efleemed than that of 
the fox. ^ 

This carnivorous and mifchievoiis animal is a native of 
the frozen cHmates, where nature, affording few vegetables, 
feems to compel all animals to cat one another. In warmer 
climates he has loH much of his original beauty, and his 
iiir is not fo fine. In the north, it has remained long, foft, 
and full, fometimes white, fometimes brown, and often red 
or Tandy. The fineft of any is that which is black ; but 
this is more fcarce in Canada than in Mufeovy, which lies 
further north, and is not fo damp. 

Befide thefe fmaller furs. North America fupplics u» 
with Ikins of the flag, the deer, and the roebuck ; of the 
mooze-deer, called there caribou ; and of the elk, which 
is called orignal. Thefe. two lad kinds, which in our 
bemifpbere are only found towards the polar circle, the elk 
on this fide, and the mooze-deer beyond, arc to be met 
with in America in more fouthern latitudes. This may be 
owing to the cold being more intcpfe in America, frorn 
finguYar caufes, which mak^ an exception to the genefal 
law of nature ; or it may poflibly arife from thefe frefh 
lands being Icfs frequented by deftrudive man. Their 
flrong, foft, and warm, ikins, make excellent garments, 
which are very light. All thefe animals are hunted by the 
Europeans ; but the favages have referved the chafe of the. 
bear to themfelvcs, it being tbeir favourite fport, and btft 
adapt# to their warlike manners, their flrength, and their 
bravery, and efpecially to their wants. 

In a cold and feverc climate, the bear is mod commonly 
black. As he is rather diy than fierce, indcad of a cavern, 
be choofes for his lurking-place the hollow rotten trunk pf 
an old tree. There he fixes himfclf in winter, as high as 
he can cUmb. As he is very fat at the end of autumn, 
very much covered with hair, takes no exercife, and is al-* 
mod always afleep, he mud lofe but little by perfpiration, 
and confequently mud fcldom want to go abroad in queft 
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of food. Bat iic > forced out of his retreat by its bemg 
f«t fire to ; and as foon as he attempts to come dawn, he 
fails under a (bower of ^arrows before he can reach the 
ground, Tphe Indians feed upon his fleih, rub themfelves 
with his greafe, and clothe themfelves with his Ikin. Such 
was the defen of their purfuit after the bear, when a new 
intercfl dircCTcd them towards the beaver. 

This, animal poflefles all the friendly Figure of the 
difpofitions fit for fociety, without being beavers. Tkelr 
fubje<ft, as are, to the vices or mis- difpqfition^ and . 
fortunes attendant upon it. Formed by form of govern^ 
nature for focial life, he is endowed with ment. 
an infiiiid: ^ujapted to the prefervation 
and pre^agation of his fpecies. This animal, whofo 
tender plaintive accents, and whofe^ftriking example, draw 
tears of admiration and pity from the humane philofophcr, 
who contemplates his life and manners ; this harmlefs ani- 
mal, who never hurts any living creature, neither carmV 
vorous nor fanguinary, is become the obje<ft of man’s mo(h 
earneft purfuit, and the one which the favages hunt after 
with the greateft cagemefs and cruelty : a circumllance 
owing to the unmerciful rapacioufnefs of the moft-poliihed 
nations of Furope. 

The beaver is about three or four feet long, but his 
weight amounts to forty or fixty pounds, which is the 
conTequence of the largcnefs of his mufclcs. His head, 
which he carries downwards, is like that of a rat, and his 
back raifed in an arch above it like that of a moufe. Lu- 
cretius has obferved, not that man has hands given him to 
make life of them, but that he had hands given him, and 
has made ufe of them. Thus the beaver has webs at his 
binder feet, and he fwims with them. The toes of bis 
fore feet are feparate, and anfwcr the purpofe of hands ; 
the tail, which is flat, oval, and covered with fcales, he 
ufes to carry loads and to work with j he has four fharp 
incifors or cutting-teeth, which ferve him inftead of car- 
penter’s tools. All ihefe inftruments, which are in a man- 
ner ufelefs while he lives alone, and do not then diftinguifh 
him from other animals, arc of infinite fervicc when he lives 
in fociety, and enable him to difplay a degree of ingenuity 
foperior to all inftin^i. 

C 
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Withottt ^flfkyns, a ilefirc of dotng injury to 

and urithotit craft, tvhcn Ke doe® not Kvc in fedety,. 
Ire fcarcely ventures to defend himfetf. never bite® 
iHifeft ke “be cawgkt. ftut in the kfcitA (lAtcj in lieu of 
weapon®, he has a variety of contrivance® to fccute bimfdf 
without fighting, and to Hve without committing or (iifier- 
ing any injury. This peaceabk and even tame animal is 
nevertliclels independent : he is a flave to none, bccaufc all 
his wants are fupplied by himftlf t he eaters into fociety, 
but will not fctve, nor dow he pretend to comiRand : and 
all his labours are dire^cd by a filent inftin^* 

It is the common want of fubftftence and propagatiou 
that calls the beavers home, and colleits them together, in 
fummer to build their towns againd winter. As early . 
M June or July, they come m from all quarters, aind at- 
fcmble, to the number of two or three hundred ; but always 
by the water fide, becaufe thefe republicans are to live on 
the water, to fecure themfelvcs from invafion. Sometimes- 
they give the preference to ^iU lakes in unfrequented dif- 
trids, becaufc there the waters arc always at an equal 
height. When they find no pools of ftanding water, they 
make one in the midft of rivers or llreama, by means of a 
caufeway or dam. The very plan of this eontrivanec im^ 
plies fuch a complication of ideas, as our ftotWighted reay 
fon would be apt to think above any capacity but that of 
an intelligent being. The firft thing tb be evened is a pile 
a hundred feet long, and twelve feet thick at the bafis, 
which fhelres an-ay to two or three feet in a flope anfwcr- 
ablc to the depth of the waters. To fere work, or to 
facilitate their labour, they choofe the fhaHoweft ^rt of 
the river. If they find a large tree by the water-fide, they 
fell it, fo that it falls acrofs the ftream. If it (hould be 
larger in circumference than a man’s body, they faw it 
through, or rather gnaw the foot with their four fharp 
teeth. The branches are foon lopped off by thefe induf. 
trious workmen, who want to fafhion k imo a beam. A 
number of fmaller trees arc felled and prepared for the 
intended pile. Some drag thefe trees to the river fide, 
others fwim over wkh them to tlte place where the caufe- 
way is to be raifed. But the queftibn is, how thefe ani- 
mals arc to fink thcrti in the water with the afliftaiicc only 
of their teeth,' tail, and feet ; their contrivance h this. 
With their nsttls they dig a hole in the ground, or at the. 
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botton» of the water; With tkeir teeth they reft the large 
end of the ftake againft the bank of the river, or againft 
the great bean^^thhft lie® acrola. With their feet they raife 
the ftake, andftnli^ it with the (harp end downwards into 
the kpk, where k (land? upright. With' their tails they 
make mdtiar, with which t\^jr fill up all the vacancies be« 
tween the which are bound together wkh twifted 

bougha ; and thus the pHe is conftruSed. The flope of 
the dam is oppoftte to the current, to break more efteo^ual*^ 
ly the force of th^ water by a gradual refiftance, and the 
ftahes are driven in obliquely, in proportion to the inc)ina« 
tion of the plane. The Hakes are planted perj^ndicularly 
on the fide where the water is to faH ; and, in order to 
open a drain wluch may lefTen the eifedt of the fiope and 
weight of the eauieway, they noake two or three opeoinga 
at t^ top of it, by which part of the waters of the river 
may run off. 

When this work is finiihed by the whole body of the re- 
public, every meiyiber coftfidere of a lodging, for himfelf. 
Each company builds a hui in the water upon the pile. 
Thcfe huts ave [torn four to ten feet in diameter, upon au 
oval or round fpot. Some are two or three dories high, • 
according to the number of families or hpufeholds. Each 
hut contains at leaft two or tlvree, and fome ten or fifteen. 
The walls,, whether high hr lo-w, are about two feet thick, 
and are all arched at the top, and perfe6lly neat and folid 
bodi within and without. They are varnilhed with a kind 
of ftucco, impenetrable by the water and by the cKterhal 
air. Every apartment has two openings ; one on the land 
iide, to enable the beavers to go out and fetch provUlons ; 
the other on the fide next the ftream, to facilitate their cf- 
cape at the* approach of enemy, that is, of man, the 
defttpyer of okias and pompion wealths. The window of 
the houiie epeos t» the water. they take the frefh 

air in the dayoime, plaagcd into the river up to their 
middle. In winter it fervee to fence them againft the ice, 
which calicos to the thicknefs of two or three feet. The 
(helf, ihteiided to prevent the ice fropi Hopping up thio' 
window, rsfts upon two ftafces that flope fo as to carry off 
the wacer from the houfe, and kate an outlet to efoape, or 

ga and fwins under the ice. The infide of the houfc 
has no other fiiriUture tjian a flooring of grafs,. covered 
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with the boughs of the fir-tree. No filth of any kind is 
ever fecn in tncfc dpartmcnts. 

The materials for thefe buildings are always to be found 
in their neighbourhood. Thefe are alders, poplars, and 
other trees, delighting in watery places, as thefe republi* 
cans do who build their apartments of them. Thefe citi- 
zens have the fatisfa^liony at the fame time that they falhion 
the wood, to nqurilh themfclvcs with it. Like certain fa- 
vages of the frozen ocean, they eat the bark. The favages, 
,indeed, do not like it till it is dried, pounded, and pro- 
perly drefled \ whereas the Leavers chew it, and fuck it 
when it is quite green. 

Erovifions of bark and tender twigs are laid up in ftpa- 
rate fiorehoiifes, for every hut, proportionable to the num- 
ber of its inhabitants. Every beaver knows his own ftore- 
houfe, and not one of them fteals from that of his neigh* 
bcur. Each party live in their own habitation, and are 
contented with it, though jealous of the property they have 
acquired in it by their labour. The provifions of the com- 
munity are coDcdcd and expended without any contefh 
They are fatisfred with that fimple food which their labour 
prepares for them. The only paffion they have, is that of 
conjugal affedion, the bafis and end of which is the incredfe 
of their fpeciep. 

Two of thefe animals matched together, and united by 
inclination and reciprocal choice, after being acquainted 
with each other by being mutually employed in the public 
labours during the fummer months, agree to pafs the win* 
ter together. They prepare for this by the flock of pro- 
vifiona they lay up in September. T'he happy couple re- 
tire into their hut in the autumnal feafon, which is not lefs 
favourable to love than the fpring. If the feafon of.flowcrs 
invite the birds of the Iky to propagate in the woods, the 
feafon of fruits, perhaps, excites the inhabitants of the 
earth as powerfully to the re*produ<Stion of their fpecics. 
The winter at Icalt gives leifure for amorous purfuits, and 
in this circumftance compenfates the advantages of other 
feafons. The couple then never quit each other. ^ Their 
whole time is confecrated to love ; from which neither la- 
bour nor any other objedf can divert them. The females 
conceive, and bear the endearing pledges of this univerfal 
paflion of nature. If fomc funfluny day fhould chance to 
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this melancholy Teafon, the happy couple go out 
of their hut,, to walk on th^ borders of the lake or the 
river,, there to cat feme frclh bark, and to breathe the fa- 
lutary exhalations oftbe earth. Towards the end of win- 
ter, however, the mothers bring forth their young ones, 
which have been conceived in autumn ; and while the father 
ranges all the woods, allured by the fweets of the fpring, 
leaving to his little family the room he took upr in his nar- 
row cell, the mother fuckles 2uid nurfes them, to the num- 
ber of two or three; then fhe takes them out along with 
her in her excurfions, in fearch of cray and other fiih, aftd 
green bark, to recruit her own ftrength, and to feed them,, 
till the feafon of labour returns. 

Thus doth this republic live in fqcieties, which might 
dHlantly be compared to a large Carthufian convent. But 
they have only the appearance of it ; and if happinefs may 
be laid to dwell in thefe tw^o forts of communities, it mult 
be acknowledged that it is by very oppofitc means ; fince, , 
in the former, happinefs confifts in following nature ; while 
in the latter, it confifts in thwarting and deftroying her. 
But man, in his folly, thinks he has found out the path 
of wifdom. A number of perfons live together in a kind 
of fociety, which precludes for ever all Inttrcourfe between 
the two fexes. The men and the women are placed in dif- 
tin<ft cells, where, to make them happy, nothing , more 
would be required than that they fhould live together. 
There they confume their beft days, in Rifling, or in exe- 
crating the propenfuy that attracts them to . each other, 
even through the p/ifons and grates of iron, which have 
been raifed to prevent them from - indulgipg . every tender 
and innocent emotion of the. heart. Can any thing be 
more injurious, as well as inhuman, .than thefe gloomy and 
ferocious iuftitutions, which deprive man of his nature, &nd 
render him ftupid and filly, under pretence of making hipi 
fimilar to angtls ? God of Nature! It , is at thy tribunal 
that we muft appeal again ft all thofe Jaws which injure the 
moft beautiful among thy works, by condemning them to a 
ftate of fterility, contrary to thine own inftitutions ! Fqr 
art thou not a truly plafltic and fruitful Being ; thou who 
hath created man from, nothing, and taken him put of 
chaos ; thou, -who doth continually caufe life to be renew- 
ed even from death itfelf ? Who is it that beft fings forth - 

G6 
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thy ptiiTw ; djc folitarj^ being who difturbs the fdencc of 
tht night to telcbrate thee among the tombs, or the. hap~ 
py who gWrfy thee, in perpjtitfttnig the wonders 

of thy works } 

SUdh TS the fyftcm of ihe fepublican, induftrioos, intcl- 
Egent, beater, ikflied m archite^lure, provident and {yfte- 
itraticftl in ivB plans of police and fociety, whofc gentle and 
inflrtiAiTt tnan tiers we have been deferibing. Happy, ’if 
hts coat did not tempt mercikfs and favage man to deftroy 
bis buildings and nis race. It has frequently happened, 
when the Americans have demolilhed the fettlements of the 
beavers, that thofe indefatigable animals have had the refo- 
lutioo to rebuild them in the very fame htuation Ibr feveral 
fuUimcrs fucceffively. The winter is the time for attacking 
them. Experience then warns them of their danger. At 
the approach of the huntfmen, one of them ftrikes a hard 
llrokc with his tail upon the W’ater : this fhgnal fpreada n 
general alarm thtotighont all the huts of the common- 
wealth, and every one triet to fave himfelf under the ice. 
But it is very difEcult to efeape all ti>c fnares that are laid 
for this hamilefs tribe. 

Sometimes the huntfmen Ec in wait for them ; but as 
thefc animals fee and hear at a great didance, it feldom 
happens that they are Ihot by the water fide ; and they 
never venture fo far upon land as to be cai»ght by furprife. 
If the beaver be wounded bcfwe lie takes to the water, he 
has always time enough to pltnrge in ; and, if he dies af- 
terwards, he is loft, bccaufe he fmk«, and never rifea again. 

A more certain way of catching beavers is, by laying 
traps in the woods, w h er e they eat the tender bark of 
young trees. Thcfe traps are baited with fredi Ihpe of 
woocT: and as foon as tw beavers touch them, « great 
weight falls, and cruftics their k>ms. The man, wbo is 
concealed near the place, haHens to it, feiaes tbe animal, 
and having killed it, carries it <yff. 

There art other methods more commonly and fuccefi^W 
ly pt9€rifed. huts are fometiows attacked, in or- 

der to drive out the rnhabrtants, w^ho are watched at the 
edges of the holes that have been bored in the ice, where 
tihey tannest avoid cobring to take in fre(h air. The inftatit 
they appear, they are kSed. At other times, the animei}, 
driven «ut of bn rctrcati h cntanjl^ed in the net<i, Ipread 
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for feme tofies round his but, tht kt being broken ior that 
pui|>oCe. If the whole colony is to be taken at once, in^ 
flead of breaking downahe fluices to drown the inhabitants, 
a fchense that might, perhaps, be tried with effeft in Hol- 
land, tbecaufeway is open^, in order to drain off the wa- 
ter from the pool where the beavers live. When they arc 
thus left dfy, defencelefe, and unable to efet^, they may 
be caught at pkafure, and deftroyed at any time ; bat care 
w always taken to leave a fcd&cicRt number of males and 
females to preferve the breed ; an aft of generofity which 
in realky proceeds only from avarice. The cruel forefight 
of man only fparcs a few, m order to have the more to dci- 
ffroy. The beaver, whofe plaintive cry Teems to impkxre 
his clemency and pky, finds in tlk favage, rendered crncl 
by the Eumpeajw, only an implacable enemy, whofe eo- 
terprifrs are undertaken, not fo much to fupply his own 
warrts, as to furntfii fopcrdiiities to another world. 

If we compare the manners, the police, and the iikluftry, 
f*f the beavers, with the wandering life of the favages of 
Canada, we Ihdl be inchned to admit, makii>g allowance 
for ibt fuperiority of man’s faculties above thofe of awmals, 
that the beaver was much fuitber advanced in the arts of 
fbcial life than his purfuer, when the Europeans firfk 
brought their talents and improvements to North Anaerica* 

The beaver, an older inhabitant ^ that world than man, 
and the quiet pofleffor of regions lb well adapted to his 
tpecies, had employed that tranquillity he had enjoyed for 
many ages, in the improvement of hw faculties. Iti our 
hemtfpherc, man has feised upon the moft whoieibme and 
fertile regioHS, and has driven out or h^bdued all Other ani- 
mals. I? the bee aud the ant have pneferved their taws and 
government from the jealous and deilruftivc dominion of 
tyrant man, k hafs been ovving to the frnalinefr of their fiat, 
it k thus we fee Tome republfcs in Europe, without fjrfen- 
dour or ff rength, maintain il^emfrlves by thieir rerr weak- 
uefs, in midff of vaft moRiwcivie^ t^ich muff fooner 
or later fwahow them up. Rut the ^ial quadrupeds, ba« 
nithed into uiunbabiteo cbmatea, tmfit for the^ kicreaifr, 
have been unconnefted in all places, incapable of umting 
into a commuhity, or of improving their natural ikgacity ; 
while man, who has reduced thoin to that ^rtoarious ffate, 
eiidts in their de^daiion, and feta a high value on that 
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fuperior natur^» and thofe rational powers, which confli- 
tute a perpetual diftin^on between his fpeoies and all 
others* 

Brutes, we are told, bnng nothing to pcrfe^ion : their 
operations, therefore, can only be mechanical, and do not 
imply any principle fimilar to that which aduates man. 
Without examining in what perfcdion confifts ; whether 
the raofl civilized being be in reality the moll perfed ; 
whether he does not lofe in the property of his perlon what 
he acquires in the property of things ; or, whether what is 
added to his enjoyments is not fo much fubtradcd from 
his* duration : it mud be acknowledgedy. that the beaver^ 
which in Europe is a wandering, (blitary^ timorous, and 
ftupid, animal, was in Canada acquainted with civil and do- 
mcftic government, knew how to diftinguilh the proper 
fcaforis for labour and rcft^ was acquainted with fome rulei 
of architedure, and with the curious and learned art of 
condruding dikes ; yet he had attained to this degree of 
improvenaent with feeble and imperfed tools. He. can 
hardly fee the work he performs with his tail. His teeth, 
which anfwer the purpofes of a variety of tools, are circu- 
lar, and confined by the lips. Man, on the contrary, with 
hands fit for every purpofe, hath in this Tingle organ of the 
touch all the combined powers of ftren|^h and dexterity. 
Is it not to this advantage of organization, that he owes 
the fupcriority of his fpecies above all others?. It is not 
becaufe his eyes are turi>ed toward heaven, as thofe of all 
birda.are, that he is the lord of the cfeation ; it is becaufe 
he is provided with hands, capable of every exertion, and of 
adapting themfelves to every, fpecies of indudry ; hands, 
ewer ready to drikc terror into his enemies, to defend or to^ 
aiTid him. His hand is his feeptre, that arm which he lifts 
up to heaven, to find out, as it were, his origin ; be, at 
the fame time, marks his dominion with it ov?r the earth, 
by dedroying and ravaging, the face of the globe. The 
fqreft fign of the population of mankind is the depopulaticvn 
of otKcr fpecies. That of the beavers gradually decreafes 
and difappears in Canada, fince the Europeans have been 
in qued of their ikins. 

Their fitins vary with the climate, both in colour and 
quality. In the fame didri<SI, however, where the colo- 
nics of civihzcd beavers arc found, there are feme that acc 
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wild and folitary# Thefc animals, who are faid to be ex- 
pelled the fociety for their ill behaviour, live in a fubtcf- 
rancous retreat, and have neither lodging nor ftorehoufer 
They are called earth beavers. Their coat is dirty, and 
the hair on their backs is worn off by rubbing againft the 
cave which they dig for their habitation. The hole they 
make, and which commonly opens into fome pond or ditch 
full of water, fometimes extends above a hundred feet in 
length, and rifes gradually in a flope, to facilitate their ef- 
cape from inundations when the wafers fwell. Some of 
thefe beavers are fo wild as to difclaim all communication 
with their natural element, and live entirely on land. In 
this they rcfemble o»'r otters in Europe. Thefe wild bea- 
vers have not fuch fleck hair as thofe that live in focieiies 
their furs are anfwerable to their manners. 

Beavers are found in America from the thirtieth to the 
fixtieth degree of north latitude. There are but few to- 
wards the fouth; but they increafe in nui^ber, and grow 
darker, as we advance towards the north. In the country 
of the Illinois, they are yellow and ftraw-colourcd ; high- 
er up in the country, they are of a light chefnut ^ to the 
north of Canada, of a dark chefnut 5 and fome are found 
that are quite black, and thefe are reckoned the fineft. 
Yet, in this climate, the coldeft that is inhabited by this 
fpecics, fome among the black tribes are quite white ; 
others white, fpeckled with grey, and fometimes with 
iandy fpots on the rump ; fo much does nature delight in 
(hewing the gradations of warmth and cold, and their va- 
rious influences, not only on the figure, but on the very 
covering of animals. The value that is fet upon them de- 
pends upon the colour of their (kins. Some of them are fo 
little in effeem, that it is not thought worth while to kill 
them } but thefe are not commonly found. 

The fur trade was the which the In •mhat places^ 
Europeans carried on in Canada, It was and in what 
begun by the French colony at Tadoufac, manner^ the fur 
a port fituatcd thirty leagues below Que- trade was car* 
bee. About the year 1 640, the town of rted on. 

Lcs Troia Rivieres, at the dHlance of 

twenty-five leagues above the capital, became a fecond 

mart. In procefa of time,, all the fur trade centered in 
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Mdfrtrcak The iking were bEroiigfat tMher oa «anoef made 
of tke bark of trees in tke montk of Jonf» The number 
of Indttni^who reforted to that place increa£eek ae^tke 
fame of the French fpread furthers The accotiiil oi thft ne*' 
ception they had met with, the light of the thhigo they 
liad received in exchange far their goods, all commuted 
to increale this tral&c. Whcacrer they refciwfied witbar 
frelh fupply of f«rg, they aiw^s broa^t z> nrw nation 
akmg with them. Thus a kind of fair was o^ned^ to^ 
which the fevcral tribes of that vaft exxntmeQt pelbrted. 

The Eoglid^ grew jealous of this branch wcaklv ; and 
the colony they had founded at Nesi^ York foon found 
means to divert the ftream of tha great circulation. Aa 
Ibon as they had fecured a fubfiftence, by bellowing chtir 
firll attention upon agricalturc, they begim to think of the 
fur trade, which was at firft conhned to the country of the 
Imquois. The five nationa of that imme would not fuffep 
their lands to be traverfed, in order to give an opportunity* 
of treating with other lavage nations, who were at cotiftant 
enmity wtth them $ nor would they allow thofe nations to 
come upon their territoriea, to ihare in competition with 
them the profits 'of the trade they had opened with the Eu* 
Fopeans. But time having eatinguilhed, or rather fufpend* 
ed, the national hoftHities between the Indians, the Eng., 
lifli fpread themfelves over the courttry, and the farages 
flocked to ^em frojn all quarters. This nation had iofi- 
»ke advantages to ^ve tl»ein the preference to thekr rivals 
the French. Their^oyages were carried on vtkh gneater 
facility, and oonfcq^wly they could afford to uederfei 
them. They were tW only manufafbuiers of the coarfe 
cloths tliot w«i« mod foitnbk to the iavii^es. Thf beaver 
trade was free among them 5 whereas, among the Frcneh, 
it was, and ever has beeQ» fobje^ to the tyranny of inoao<. 
poly. It was by this freedom, and thefe privileges, that 
they eogroffisd mod of the trade that rendeted Mmtical Co 
famous. 

At thii time the Fneadh ia C»mida indulged tfiemCslres 
more freely ii> a cullpfxN wKieb at firflr had been confined 
within rMMTOw bosmds* Tbcir mcliinAtitn fijr frequenting 
the woods, which was that of the firft ccdonlds, had been 
wifely reft rained wkhkr die limits of the territory helciiging 
to colony* Fcwnil&On was, hoover, granted every 
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fc»r to twenty-fis^ per/bng te go thefe lmh§f in 

order to trade with the Indians. Toe Cutpefioritf which 
New York wae acqtiiring', was the eaufc of inereaiwg^ the 
number df thefe permiffiofM. They were a kiml of patentti^ 
which the patemees might ittake wfe of either in pcr£bn Ov by 
pros^y, mid eontimicd a year or nwre. The produce of the 
fak of thefe patents waaafft^»ed, by the ^orernor ol the co- 
lony, to the oihcetn, or their widows and chfljfre», to hof- 
pteaU and fnii&ononety to fuch at had diftihguifhed them- 
fches by fume great af^fon, or fome ufefai undtrtakkig^ 9 
and fomettmea even to the cieatum of the governor, who 
fold the patenia himklf. The money he did not give away, 
or did not choofe to%eep, was put into the public coffers; 
bdt he was not accountable to any one for the management 
of it. 

This cuftom was attended with fatal confequences# 
Many of thefe traders fettled among the Indians, to defraud 
their partners, whofc goods they had dHpofed of. A 
greater number fettled among the Englhh, where the pro** 
Iks were greater. The immenfc lakes, frequently agitated 
with violent ftorms; thecafeades, which render navigation 
fo dangerous op the broadefl rivers m the whole world ; 
the weight of the canoes, the provKkms, and the bales of 
goods, which they vrere forced to carry upon their (honld^ 
ers at the eartyin^ ptaceSi where the rapidity or fhoUovmefs 
of the water obliged them to quit the rivers, and purfue 
their journey by land, proved the dcflru6lion of levcral 
perfons. Some perifhed in the fnow and on the ice, by 
hunger, or by the fword of the enemy. Thofc who ro 
turned to the colony with a profit of fix or feveii hundred 
percent, were not always on that account more ufeful 
members, as they gave ibemfdvcs up to the greateft ex- 
cefles, and by their example produced in others a difiike to 
attention and induflry. Their fortunes were diffipated as 
fuddenly as tirey were amaffed, like thofe moving moun'* 
tains which a whirlwind raifes, and deftroys at once, on. 
the farrdy plains of Africa, Moft of thefe travelling trad- 
ers, exhauhed with the exceflive fatigues which their avarice 
prompted tiiem to undergo, and the Hcentioufinefs of a wan- 
dering and diffalute life, dragged on a premature old a^e 
in indigence and infamy. The gavernmenl took cognix- 
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ance of thefe irregularities, and changed the raaiuier of car/» 
rying on the fur trade. 

The French had for a long time been mccflantly cme 
ployed in^erefting a number of forts, which were thought 
neceflary for the prefervation and aggrandizement of their 
fcttlemcnts in North America, Thofe built on the weft 
and fouth of the river St. Lawrence were large and ftrong, 
and were intended to reftrain the ambition of the Engliih* 
Thofe which were conftrudlcd in the fevcral lakes in the 
mod important pofitions, formed a chain which extended 
northward to, the diftance of a thou fand leagues from Que- 
bec ; but they were only miferablc pallifadcs, intended to 
keep the Indians in awe, to fecurc Iheir alliance, and the 
produce of their chafe. There was a garrifpn in each, more 
or lefs numerous, according to the importance of the pod, 
and of the enemies who threatened it. It was thought 
proper to intrud the commaiidanl of each of thefe foils, 
with the exclufive right of buying and felling in the whole 
diftricl under his dotpinion. This privilege was putchaf- 
cd ; but as it was always advantageous, and fometimes was 
the means of acquiring a confiderable fortune, it was only 
granted to officers that were moft in favour.. If any of 
thefe had not a ftock fufficient for the undertaking, he 
could eafily prevail with forae monied men to join with 
him. It was pretended that this fyftem, far from being 
detrimental to the fervice, was a means of promoting h, as 
it obliged the military men to keep up more conllant con* 
nedions with the natives, to watch their motions,, and to 
negle^l nothing that could fecure their friendlhip. It was 
not forefecn, or at lead pretended not to be fo, by any, 
that fuch an arrangement mud ncceflarily prevail over every 
principle, except that of intereft, and would be a fource 
of perpetual oppreffion. 

This tyranny, which foon became univerfal,, was fevere- 
ly felt at Frontenac, at Niagara, and at Toronto, The 
farmers of thofe three forts, making an ill uCe of iheir ex- 
clufive privilege, fet fo low a value upon the merchandize 
that was brought them, and rated their own fo high, that, 
by degrees, the Indians, indead of dopping there, refort- 
.cd in great numbers to Chouaguen, on the lake Ontario, 
where the Engliiti traded with them upon more advantage- 
ous terms. The French court, alaimed at, the accoqpt 
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of tbcfe newcomi^aione, fojund means to weaken them, 
by taking the trade of thefc three pofts into their owd 
hands, and treating the Indian* ftfll better than they were 
treated by their rivals the Englifh. * i 

In confcqucnce of this ftepi the refufe of all thofe furs 
that were not faleablc became the foie property of the 
king j and all the /kins of thofe beafls that were killed in 
fummer and autumn were. readily given him ; in a word, 
all the moll ordinary furs, the thinned, and moft eafily 
fpoilcd, were referved for the king. All thefc damaged furs, 
bought without examination, were carelcfsly depofited in 
warehoufes, and eaten up by the moths. At the proper 
fcafoh for lending them to Quebec, they were put into 
boats, and left to the difcrction of Ibldiera, paflengers, and 
watermen, who, having had no concern in thofe commodiv 
ties, did not take the lead care to keep them dry. When 
they came into the hands of the managers of the colony, 
they were fold for one half of the fmall value they had. 
Thus the returns were rather lefs than the fums advanced 
by the govemment in fupport of this lofing trade. 

But though this trade was of no coiue^ucucc to the 
king, it is ftill a matter of doubt, if it were advantageous 
to the Indians, though gold and Giver were not the dan- 
gerous medium of their traffic. They received, indeed, in 
exchange for their furs, faws, knives, hatchets, kettles, 
filh -hooks, needles, thread, ordinary linen, and coarfc 
woollen (luffs j all which may be conlidercd as the means 
or pledges of intercourfe with them. But articles were 
likewife fold them that would have proved prejudicial to 
them, even as a gift or a prefent j fuch as guns, powder 
and /hot, tobacco, and efpccially brandy. 

This liquor, the mo/l fatal prefent the Old World ever 
made to the New, was no fooner known to the favages, 
than they grew paflionately fond of it. It was equally im- 
poffible for them to abllain from it, or to ufe it with mo- 
deration, It was foon obferved that it dillurbed their do- 
mcllic peace, deprived them of their judgment, and made 
them furious ; and that it occaGoned hu/bands, wives, 
children, brothers, and fillers, to abufc and quarrel with 
one another. In vain did fome worthy Frenchmen expof- 
tulate with them, and endeavour to make them alhamed of 
ihefe exceffes. It is you, anfwercd they, who have taught 
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lit to drmk tWs liqwcH* ; , aod now we it, 

yon ycfufc to it us^ we wilE apply to ttlic Englifb* 
Vow bsBve doae the mifcliiefi^ and k admits^ »o<r of a 
mcdy. 

The court of Enwico^ pp^n* receiving; coociad^ory in^ 
Sormacion with re(p<^ to the chdordeva acrafroired by thij 
pcrotcioni trade*, haldt atecnmtcty- prchibkcd, tolerated^ 
and aiithorffed^ it, accordu^ to tile Kglit in which it wai 
aeprefetited to the rainiftry* Notwithfbodiog n» titefe va- 
riona adtote^na* the interefl o£ the mercharntitwaa^TveHrly 
the fame, ITtc falfl of brandy was feidbm eieoreafed. It 
was, however,, qaaddend by judioious people at the priw* 
cipal caicre of the dimmittiiozi^ of the hanum race* ■ and 
fe^ewtly that of thefkrnsof beaAa dirniiwatioa which 
became every day mere evident,- 

This decline^ of the fiiF trade was^ not ytA fo remarkable 
a« it has been iioect wben the proinodoa of the duke of 
An^o to the throne of CliaHca V fpread an alawti over 
all ^hiTope^ and plunged it bnee oiofCiinto the horrers of 
a general war. The coofiagratxon extciided beyond the 
£ea8, and was advancing even to Canada, had not the Iro- 
^pzt}is.pint a to it. The £n^*fh and French had 
been contending to fecune-a* ^liiuiee with that^ nation. 
Thefe marks ot edeem or fear had fo far inerrafed theh 
neural pride,, that they coahdtfred tiiemielves as the um*' 
of the two nval natters, and'pretfiiidwl that the eon> 
dn^of * both was to be regolated by theiir mtcrefl. As' 
they vrert inclined to peace at that lime, they haughtily de- 
clared that they would take up arras againft cither of the 
two nations, which Ihoold commence hoftiKttes againil the 
other. This refolution was fevourable to the fituatioo. of 
the French colony, which was ill^prepared for a war, and 
cwpedted no affifliance ffromthe mother conn ttyi Thepeo* 
pie of New Yoik, on iW contrary, whod; forces were -aW 
ready oonfidcrable^ and received daily rewforcements, willi» 
ed to prevail upon the Lioquois to join with tliem. Their 
iafinuations, prefects, and uegocfaiions, were, however, 
ineffedlnal till 1 709 ; at which peviod they fuccecded i» fo- 
ducing four of the five nations j and their troops, which till 
then had remainied if»a(fl<Ve, nvarched out, fupporeed by a 
great mrmber of Indian warriors, 

Tltt arnty was confidently advancing towards the centre 
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©f G»oada wiih ike greHeA of 

one ©f ebe.chicfeiof tSe Ir^ttoi$| wko K«d nev^r approved 
ikeir pr©cecdiog$« pktiM)r to rbis peopie^ wfeat 

will become of ii»i if we iholjjd /boceed io driving Aw»y 
‘‘ the F^reneh Tfiefe iew wprde, tigered with a myP 
Urroui and A»xiou*l<krk, imm«di0tel|r lulled to the minds 
of all the people their former fyfteim^ nhich was to keep 
the balance even between the Itwo foreign nations, in order 
tofeenre theii^ewB independence. They in^anttly refoW- 
cd to relinquish a dr%n they had been^oo preoipitately en-^ 
gaged ill., contrary /to tib? pwHic intered ; hut m ilvty 
thoughi it woukl fhamefid qpenly to their afR)- 

ciatcis^ th^ mugintd that fe#efc<tfeaicbery mjghrt ferve the 
j^rpefe or (Open defe<Bflom '^be Wlefa favng^s, the vir- 
titcue Spartans, ^tl>e religious .Hebrews, the wife and war^ 
Ijke.Or^eeks and Romans t all people, whether cWtlijced or 
not, have always made what is called the right of nttione 
confiil either in craft^ or violence. 

The army bad baited on the hanks of a little nVer to 
wait for the aitillery and ammunition, The Iroquois, who 
fpent their kiftrre hours in hunting, flayed ail the beads 
they caught, and thi’cw their fldns into the river, a little 
above the camp. The waters were foon infeifled. The 
Enghih, who had Mint any fufpidon of fpeh an inftance of 
treachery, .-cojiiinued unfoitunateiy to drink of the waters 
that were tbi>s rendened poifoiH«Ja ; in confequence of 
which, fuch aonhderable uumberB of them immediately 
died, that it became neceffery to fnfpend the military ope- 
latioas. 

A fliU rnore imminent danger threatened the French co^ 
lony. A numerous fleet, ' deliined againft Q^iebec, and 
which had five or fix thoufmid 'troops on-board, entered the 
river St. Tawrencc the following year, and would probably 
have fgccecded, had it reached the place of its defiination. 
But the ralhnefs of the admiral, joined tb the violence of 
the ekments, was the caufeof its being loft in the paifage. 
Thus was Canada at once delivered from iu fears both by 
feg and land, and had the glory of maintaining itfclf, with*- 
out fuccoure and without lofs, againft the ftrength and pfi* 
iicy of the Englifh. 
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France u com^ France, in the meantime, which for 
felled to cede forty years had fmgly withftood the com- 
partof theprom bined efforts of all Europe, vanquifhed or 
Vinces that nvere repuUed all the nations united againft her, 
united to Cana- gained that point under Lewis XIV, 
da. which Charles V had act been able to do 

‘Mth the innumerable troops of hia feveral 
kingdoms ; France, which had at that period produced as 
many great men as would have rendered immortal a fcrics 
of twenty rcigpis, and under one in particular had fignal- 
ized herfelf by as many great aftions as might have laifed 
the glory of twenty different nations, was then upon the 
point of crowning all her ^orious fucceffes by placing a 
branch of the houfe of Bourbon on the throne of Spain. 
She had then fewer enemies, and a greater number of al- 
lies, than (he ever had in the mod brilliant periods of her 
profperity. Every thing concurred to promife her an eafy 
fuccefs, a fpeedy and decifive fuperiority. 

It was not fortune, but nature itfelf, that changed her 
deftiny. Proud and flourifhing under a king endowed with 
the graces and vigour of youth, after having rifen with 
him through the feveral degrees of glory and grandeur, (he 
fank with him through all the periods of decay incident to 
human nature. The fpirit of bigotry, which had been in- 
troduced into the court by an ambitious woman, determin- 
ed the choice of minifters, generals, and governors ; and 
this choice was always blind and unfortunate. Kings, who, 
like other men, have recourfe to heaven when they arc 
ready to quit the earth, feem in their old age t3 feek for a 
new fet of flatterers, who footh them with hopes,.^at the 
time when all realities arc difappearing. It is at thiVtime 
that hypocrify, always ready to avail itfelf of the iirft and 
fecond childhood of life, awakens in the mind of princes 
the ideas that had been early implanted in it ; and, under 
pretence of guiding him to the only happinefs that remains 
for him, affumes an abfolute empire over his will. But as 
this laft age, as well as the firft, is a ftate of weaknefs, a 
continual fluctuation muff, therefore, prevail in the go- 
vernment. Cabals grow more violent and more powerful 
than ever j the expectations of intriguing men are raifed, 
and merit is lefs rewarded ; men of fuperior talents arc 
afraid to make themfelves known ; folicitations of every kind 
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arc multiplkd ; places arc cafually bellowed upon men all 
equally unfit to fill them, and yet prefumptuous enough to 
think they dei'erve them ; men who rate the eftimation of 
themfelves by the contempt they entertain for others. The 
nation then lofes its ftrength with its confidence, and every 
thing is carried on with the fame fpirit it was undertaken ; 
that is, without defign, vigour, or prudence. 

To raife a country from a ftatc of barbarifm, to main- 
tain it in the height of its glory, and to check the rapidity 
of its decline, are three objects very difficult to accompliffi ; 
but the laft is certainly the moll arduous talk of them all. 
A nation rifes out of barbarifm by fudden efforts exerted 
at intervals j it fupports itfclf at the fummit of its profpe- 
rity by the powers it has acquired ; it declines in confe- 
quenceof an univerfal languor, which has been brought on 
by almoll imperceptible gradations. Barbarous nations fe- 
quire a long-continued reign ; but Ihort reigns are bell cal- 
culated to maintain a Hate in its profperity. But the long 
dotage of a declining monarch lays the foundation of evils 
for his fucceffor, which it is almoll impoffiblc to remedy. 

Such was the latter part of the reign of Lewis XIV. 
After a feries of defeats and mortifications, he was dill 
happy that he could purchafe peace by facrifices which 
made his humihation evident. But he feemed to wilh to 
conceal thefe facrifices from his people, by making them 
chiefly beyond fea. It is eafy to judge how much his 
pride mull have fuffered, in giving up to theEnglilh, Hud- 
fons bay, Newfoundland, mnd Acadia, three poffeffions, 
which, together with Canada, formed that immenfe trail 
of country known by the glonous name of New France. 
We lhail fee in the next book by what means this power, 
accullomed to couqueft, endeavoured to repair its lofles. 
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BOOK XVL 


A NEW ORDER 0f THINGS IS ESTABLISHED IN TH« FRENCH 
• CCl^OVlEfl IH HOftTH AMERICA. RESU^LTOFTHASEAR- 
RANi^EKEllTS. 

T he war carried on for the Spwilh fttcceffion had raif- 
cd a ferrnent in the four quarters of the world* which 
for th* two laft centuries have felt the effeda of that reft-. 
)c& fplrit with which Europe b«Ah heett agitated. AH 
kingdoms were fhaken by the contefts ciccited on acconat 
of one, which* under the dominion of Charles V, had 
Ihkken terror mto thcaa all. The indueoce of a Hou>fe whofe 
fovereignty extended over fire or fi« ftafce»» bad raifed the 
Spanifh nation to a pitch of greatnek which could not bat 
be ektrcmely Aattcring to her. At the fame time another 
houfe, whofc power was ftill foperior* becaufe with a lefs 
extent of territory it had a greater dcffrcc of oopulatiou, 
WAS ambkioiw of givbg the law to that haugWy nation. 
The names of Auftria md Bourbon* which had been rivals 
for two hundred years, were now verting their laft cEorts 
to acquire a fuperiority, winch fhoiild no longer be con-* 
fidcred as precarious <xr doubtful between them. The 
point of conteft wgs, whkh fhould have the greateft iium*- 
her of crowns, to boaft the poffeifion of. Europe, divide 
cd between the claims -of the two boufea, which were not ah 
together grotmdkfs, was tvclined to allow them to exts^ 
their brauchea, but would not permit that fevcral crowps 
ihould centre in one houfe, as they formerly did. Every 
power took up arms to difperfe or divide a vaft inheritance; 
and refolved to difmember it, rather than fuffer it to be 
attached to one, which, with this additional weight of 
ilrength, muft infallibly deftroy the balance of all the reft. 
As the war was fupported by each party with numerous 
forces and great ftcifl, with warlike people and experienced 
generals, it continued a long time ; it defolatcd the coun- 
tries it (hould have fuccoured, and even ruined nations that 
had no concern in it. Vi<5lory, which fhould have deter- 
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mined the conteft, was fo variable, that it ferved only to 
increafe the general flame. The fame troops that were 
fuccefsful in one country were defeated in another. The 
people wbo conquered by fca were routed on land. The 
news of the lofs of a fleet and the gaining of a battle arrived 
at the fame time. Succefs alternately favoured each party, 
and by^this inconftancy ferved only to complete the mutual 
deftru 4 iion of both. At lengthy when the blood and trea-- 
fure of the feveral ftates were exhaufted, and after a ferics 
of calamities and expences that had lafted twelve yearjs, thj 
people who had profited by their misfortunes, and were 
weakened by their contefts, were anxious of recovering the 
lofles they had fuftained. They endeavoured to find in the 
New World, the means of peopling and re-eftablifliing the 
Old. " France firft turned her views towards North Amc»- 
rica, to which {fie was invited by the fimilarity of foil and 
climate, jmd the ifland of Cape-Breton became immediate- 
ly the obje6l of her attention. 

The Englifli confidered this pofleffion 7 'ke French^t to 
as an equivalent for all the French had recover their 
loft by the treaty of Utrecht j and not former lojjes^ 
being entirely reconciled to them, ftrong* people andforti- 
ly oppofed their being allowed to people fy Cape-Breton^ 
and fortify it. They faw no other me- t 

thod of excluding them from the cod fiflicry, and making 
the entrance into Canada difficult for their flitps. 
TOoderatioft of Queen Anne, or, perhaps, the corruption 
of her minifters, prevented France from being expofed to 
this frefli mortification rand fhe was authonfed to make 
what alterations fhe thought proper at Cape-Breton. 

This ifland is fituated at the entrance of the gulf of St, 
Lawrence, between the 45th and 47th degrees of north lati- 
tude. Newfoundland lies to the eaft, on the fame gulf, 
and is only 15 or 16 leagues diftant from it; and to the 
weft, Acadia is only feparated from the ifland by a ftrait 
not more than three or four leagues over. Cape-Breton, 
thus fituated between the territories ceded to its enemies, 
threatened their polTeffions, while it protected thofe of 
France. The ifland meafures about 36 leagues in length, 
and 2a in its greateft breadth. It is furrounded with little 
fharp pointed rocks, feparated from each other by the 
VoUV. ^ H 



HisTORt of settlements AMO trade Bo ^ lxri * 

wavesi above which fome of their tops are vifible. All its 
harbours open to the call, turning towards the fouth. On 
the other parts of the coaft there are but a few anchonng- 
places for fmall velFels, iit creeks, or between iilcts. Ex- 
cept in the hilly parts, the furface of the country has but 
^ little folidity, being everywhere covered with a light mofs 
and with water. ThC' danspnefs of the foil is exhaled ia 
£»g8, without rendering the air unwholefome. lot other 
jrelpedls, the climate is very cold, which is owing either to 
the prodigious quantity of lakes, which cover above half the 
ifland, and remain frozen a long time, or to the number of 
forefts, that totally intercept the -rays of the fun, the ef- 
fect of which is beiides decreafed by perpetual clouds. 

Though fomc filhermen had long reforted to Cape-Breton 
every fummer, not more than twenty or thirty had ever 
i fixed there. The French, who took pofleffion of it .in 
Auguft. 1713, were properly the firft inhabitants. They 

* changed its name into that of Ifle Royale, and fixed upon 
Fort Dauphin for their principal fettlement. This harbour 
was two leagues in circumference. The fhips, which came 
to the very fhore, were completely flickered from winds, 
Forefts affording oak fufficient to build and fortify a large 
city, were near. at hand; the ground appeared lefs barren 
than in other parts ; and the fifliery was more plentiful. 
This harbour might have been made impregnable at a trif- 
ling expence ; but the difficulty of approaching it (a cir- 

• cnmftance that had ^t firft made a llronger impreflion than 
the advantages refufting from it), occafioned it to be aban- 
doned after great labour had been beftowed upon it. The 
French then turned their views to Louifbourg, the accefs 
to which was cafier, and convenience was thus preferred to 

. fecurity. 

■The harbour of Louifbourg, fituated on the eaftern coaft 
^ of the iflatni, is at leak a le^uc in depth, and above a 
■quarter oT a league broad in. the narrowed part. Its bot- 
tom is good, the foundings are ufually from fix to ten fa- 
thom, and it is eafy to tack about in it, either to fail in or 
out even in bad weather. It includes a fmall gulf, very 
. commodious for refitting fhips of all fizes, which may even 
winter there, with proper precautions. The only incon- 
venience attending this excellent harbour is, that it is froz- 
en up from November till May, and frequently continues 
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fo till June. ' The cotniBce^ whieh k naturally natronr, rt 
alfo guarded by Goac ifland ; the cannon of which play- 
ing upon a level with the furface of the water, would fitik 
(hips of any fize, that (hduld attempt to force the palfage. 
Two batteries, one of thirty^fix, the other of twelve twen- 
ty-four pounders, erefted on the two oppoftte fhoret, 
would fupport and crofs thk formidable fire. 

Tie town 18 built on a neck of land that runs into the 
fea, and is about half a league in circuit. The Greets arc 
broad and regular. Almoft all the houfes are made of 
wood. Thofe that are of ftone were conftruiSled at the 
ex pence of government, and are deftined for the reception 
of the troops. A number of wharfs have been crci^d, 
that projeA a confiderable way into the harbour, and are 
extremely convenient for loading and unloading the Ihips. 

The fortification of LouHbourg was only begun in 172c. 
This undertaking was executed upon very good plans, and 
is fuppHed with all the works that can render a place for- 
midable. A fpacc of about a hundred toifes only was left 
without ramparts on the fide next the fea, which was 
thought fufficiently defend^ by its fituation. It was clof- 
•cd only with a fimple dike. The £ea was fo (hallow in this 
place, that it ma^a kind of narrow canal, inacceffible, 
from the number of its reefe, to any (hipping whatever. 
The fire from the fide baftions completely fccui ed this fpot 
from any attack. 

The neceflity of bringing done from Europe, and other 
materials proper for thcTe great works, fometimes retarded 
their progrefs, but never ‘mado them be difeontinued. 
Thirty mSlions [1,250,000!.] were expended upon them. 
This was not thought too great a fum for the fupport of 
the (ilhcries, for fccuring the communication between France 
and Canada, and for obtaining a fccurity or retreat to (hips 
in time of war coming from the fouthern ifiands. Nature 
and found policy required that the riches of the fouth (hould 
be protected by the ftrength of the north. 

In the year 1714, the French filhcrmcn, who till then 
had lived in Newfoundland, arrived in this ifiand. It was 
expc<^ed that their number would foon have been increafed 
by the Acadians, who were at liberty, by the treaties, to 
remove with all their effects, and even to difpofe of their 
5ut thefe hopes were difappointed ^ theAcadiaas 
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chofe rather to retain their poffeffions under the dominion 
of England, than to give them up for any precarious ad- 
vantage they might derive from their attachment to France. 
Their place was fupplied by fome diftrefled adventurers 
frofti Europe, who came over from time to time to Cape- 
JBreton, and the inhabitants of the colony gradually in* 
creafed to the number of four thoufand. They were fettled 
ut Louiibourg, Fore Dauphin, Port Touloufe, Ncricka, 
and on all the coafts, where they found a proper beach for 
drying the cod. 

The inhabitants never applied themfelves to agriculture, 
the foil being unfit for it. They have often attempted to 
fow corn, but it feldom came to maturity; and when it 
did thrive fo much as to be worth reaping, it had dege- 
nerated fo confiderably, that it was not fit for feed for the 
next harveft. They have only continued to plant a few 
pot-herbs that are tolerably well tailed,' but the feed of 
which muft be renewed every year. The poornefs and 
fcarcity of paftures has likewife prevented the incrcafe of 
cattle. In a word, the foil of Cape-Breton feemed calcu- 
lated to invite none but fifhermen and foldicrs. 

Though the ifland was entirely covered with forefts be- 
fore it was inhabited, its wood has fcarce ever been an ob- 
jefk of trade. A great quantity, however, of foft wood 
-was found there fit far firing, and fome that might be ufed 
for timber ; but the t)ak has always been very fcarce, and 
the fir never yielded much refin. 

The peltry trade was a .very inconfidcrable objc£l. It 
, conCfted only in the fkins of a few lynxes, elks, mufk rats, 
wild cats, bears, otters, and foxes, both of a red and filver 
grey colour. Some of thefe were procured from a colony 
of Mickmac Indians, who had fettled on the ifland with 
the French, and nevercould raife more than fixty men able 
.to bear arms. The reft came from St. John, or the 
.neighbouring continent. 

Greater advantages might poflibly have been derived 
from the coal mines which abound in the ifland. They lie 
. in a horizontal direction, and being no more than fix or 
^ eight feet bdow the fuvfacc, may be worked withoUbdjqgjp^ 
ingdeep, or draining off the waters. Notwithftanding tSt 
: prodigious demand for this coal from New England, from' 
the year I745> to the year 1749, thefe mines would, pro- 
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bably, have been fdrfaken, had not the ftiips which 
fcnt cfut to the French iflands wanted ballad. ** 

The whole induftry of the colony has conftantljr been CJC- 
crted in the cod fifliery. The lefs wealthy inhabitants em- 
ployed yearly two hundred boats in this lifhery, andThe 
richeft, fifty or fixty vcflels from thirty to fifty tons buiv, 
then. The ftnall craft always kept within four or five Teagues, 
of the coaft, and returned at night with their fifli, which, 
being immediately cured, was always in the utmoft degree 
of perfedlion it was capable of. The larger fmacks'weot- 
to fifh fu?lher from fhore, kept their cargo for feVeral days,- 
and as the cod was apt to be too fait-, i^*was lefs valuabk. 
But this inconvenience was compenfated by the advantage 
it gave them of purfuing the fifh, when the want of food 
compelled it to leave the ifland ; and by the facility of car-; 
Hying, during the autumn, the produce of their labours to 
the fouthern ifiands, or even to France. 

Befide the fifhermen fettled on ‘ the ifland, others came 
every year from France to dry their fifh, either in thelia- 
bitations, in confequence of an agreement made with the,, 
owners, or upon the beach, which was always referved for. 
their ufe.. 

The mother coufttry regularly fent them fhips laden with, 
provifions, liquors, wearing apparel, houfchold goods, and 
all things neceflary for the inhabitants of the colony. The. - 
largcft of thefe fhips having no other concern but this trade, 
returned to, Europe as foon as they had bartered their lad- 
mg for cod. Thofc |rom fifty to a hundred tons burthen, 
after having landed their little cargo, went a-fifhing them- 
fdves, and did not return till the leafon wa^ over. 

The people of Cape-Breton did not fend all their fifh to 
Eui;ope. They fent part of it to the French fouthern ifiands, 
on-board twenty or twenty-five fhips, from feventy to a 
hundred and forty tons burthen,’ Befide the cod, which, 
•made at leaft half their cargo, they exported to the other 
colonies, timber, planks, thin oak boards, faltcd falmon 
and mackarel, train oil, and fca coal. All thefe were 
paid for in lugar and coffee, but chiefly in rum and mo- 
taffes. 

The ifland could not confume all thefe commodities. 
Canada took off but a fmall part of the overplus : it was 
chiefly bought by the people of New England, who gave 
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in exchange fruits, vegetables, wood, b^ck, and cattle. 
This trade of exchange was allowed ; but a fmu^ling 
t#ad^ was added to it, confiding of flour, and a condor- 
able quantity of fait fl/h. 

NtJtwithftanding this circulation, which was all carried 
on at L.ouifbourg, mod of the colonics were extremely 

C r. This was owing to the dependence their indigence 
fubjeAed them to On their fuft arrival. Unable to pro* 
eure the ncccfTary implements for the fiihery, they hadbor* 
rowed fome at an exceflive intered. Even thofe who were 
not at iirft reduced to this neceflity, were foon <^liged to 
fUbmit to the har3 terms of borrowing. The deamefs of 
fait an4 provifions, together with the ill fuccefa of their 
flfhery, foon compelled them to it ; and they were inevit- 
ably ruined by being obliged to pay twenty or fivc-and* 
twenty per cent, a-year for every thing they borrowed. 

Such 13, at every indant, the relative lituation of the in- 
digent man, who folicits afliftance, and of the opulent ci- 
tkzcn, wlSo grants it only on terms fo hard, that they bc- 
^me, in a Ihort time, fatal to the borrower and to thtf 
^Teditor; to the borrower, bccaufe the profit he reaps 
from the fum borrowed cannot yield as much as it hath 
^d him ; and to the creditor/ becaufc in the end he can 
no longer be paid by a debtor, whom his ufury foon ren* 
ders infolrcnt. It is a dif&cuk matter to find out a remedy 
to this inconvenience ; for the lender muft finally have hif 
fecunties, and k is rteceffary that the intered of the funi 
lent Ihould incrcaf! in proportion to the rifk of the fcctx- 
rity. 

There is on both fidcs, an error of calculation, which a 
Jktle Judice and benevolence on the part of the lender might 
remedy. The lender fhould fay to himfelf ; The unhappy 
man who applies to me is fkilful, laborious, and economi- 
cal ; I will aflid him, in order to raife him from mifery. 
Eet us fee what his induftry, turning out to the bed ad- 
vantage, will yield, and let us not lend to him ; or, if we 
fhould refolvc to lend to him, let the intered we require 
Upon the fum borrowed be Icfs than the produce of his la- 
bour. If the intered and the produce were equal, the 
debtor would always remain in a date of mifery ; and the 
lead unexpected accident would bring on his bankruptcy, 
and the lofs of my capital. If, on the contrary, the pro- 
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ducc fhould exceed the intcrcft, the fortune of the debtor 
will be annually increafing^ and confeqiicntly the fecurity 
of the capital I havrc intruded to him will become greater. 
But, unfortunately, a rapacious fpirit doth not argue iti 
the {arac manner as a fpirit of prudence and humanity. 
There are fcarce any contrads and leafes be'tween the rich 
atid the poor, to which tliofe principles are not applicabLe. 
If a man fhould wilh to be paid by hia farmer, in good as 
well as bad feafons, he muft not rigoroufly exa<5t from him 
all that hk land can yield ; otherwife, if his barns iliould 
be fet on "fire, it is at the landlord’s cxpencc that they arc 
confumed. A defire to profper alone oftenr makes profperity 
efcape from us. It is feldom that the profit of one man 
can be totally feparated from that of another. A man will 
always be the dupe bf him who knowingly promifcs more 
than he can perform ; while the latter will be the dupe of 
the former, Ihould he be ignorant of the event. He whp 
unites prudence with honefty, will neither deceive others 
nor bfc deceived himfelf. 

All the French colonics of New SiUlemttf oj th 
France were not from their firft cUablilh- French in the 
ment deftined to fuch diilrefs. The yiandofSt^yohn*^ 
ifiand of St. John, mofe favourably fi- 
tuated, has been more favourable to its inhabitants. It 
lies further up the gulf of St. Lawrence, is twenty-two 
leagues long, and not much above a league at its greatefi 
breadth. It bends in the form of a •refeent, both ends 
terminating in a fharp point. Though the right of this 
ifiand had never been difputed with France, yet Ihe feemed 
to pay no regard to it till the peace of Utrecht, The lofa 
of Acadia and Newfoundland, drew their attention to this 
fmall remaining fpot, and the government began to inquire 
what ufe could be made of it. 

It appeared that the winters were long there, the cold 
extreme, with abundance of fnow, and prodigious quanti- 
ties of infedls ; but that thefe defeds were compenfated by 
a healthy coaft, a good fca-port, and commodious har- 
bours. The country was flat, enriched with fine paftures, 
watered by an infinite number of rivulets and fprings ; the 
foil exceedingly diverfified, and fit for the culture of every 
kind of grain. There wa« plenty of game, and mukicudet > 
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pf wild beafts j amazing (holes of fifh of all fdrta ; and a 
greater number of farage inhabitants than were found on 
any other of the iilands. This circumftance alone was a 
proof how much it was fuperior to the reft. 

The report that was fpread of this in France gave rife tO 
a company in 1619, which formed the dcfignboth of clear- 
ing this fertile idand, andof cftablifhing a great cod fifhery 
there. Unfortunately, intereft, which had brought the 
adventurers together, fet them at variance again, before 
they began to execute the plan they had projcdled. St. 
John was again forgotten, when the Acadians began to 
remove to that idand in 1 749. In procefs of time they in- 
creafed to the number of three thoufand one hundred and 
fifty-four. As they were for the moft part huibandmen, 
and particularly accuftomed to the breeding of cattle, the 
government thought proper to confine them to this em-; 
ployraent ; and the cod fidicry was only allowed to be car^ 
xied on by thofe who. fettled at Tracadia and St. Peter. 

Prohibitions and monopolies, while they are a reftraint 
upon induftry, arc equally detrimental to the labours that 
are permitted, and to thofe that are forbidden. Though 
the ifland of St. John does not afford a fufficient extent 
of fea-diore fit for drying the vaft quantities of cod that 
come in {holes to the coafts, and though the fifh is too 
large to be cafily dried, yet it was incumbent upon a power 
whofe fifhenes are not fufficient for the confumption of its 
own fubjedls, to encourage this kind of employment. If 
there were too few drying places for the quantity that 
could be caught, that which is called green cod might eafi- 
ly have been prepared, which alone would have made a va- 
luable branch of commerce. 

Dy confining the inhabitants of St. John to agriculture, 
they were deprived of all refource in thofe unfortunate fea- 
ions that happen frequently on the ifland, when the crops, 
are devoured by the field mice and grafahoppers. The ex- 
changes which the mother country could and ought to have, 
made with her colony were reduced to nothing. Lailly, 
in attempting to favour agriculture, its progrefs was ob- 
ftru£ied, by laying the inhabitants under an impoffibility 
of procuring the ncccffary articles for extending it. 

Only .otie or two fmall velfelscame annually to the ifland 
from Europe, and landed at Port la Joic, wh^re they were 
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fuppli?d \«ith all they wanted from Loulfbourg^ and |>Aid 
for it in wheat, barley, oats, pulfc, oxen, and fheep.^ A 
party of fifty mep fcrved rather to regulate their police; 
than to defend them. Their corhmanding officer was de- 
pendent on Cape- ^reton^ which was ufelf under the con- 
troul of the governor of Canada. ’The command of this 
laft officer extended to a great diftance, over a vaft conti- 
nent, the richeft part of which was Louifiana.’ 

- This extenfive and beautiful country, DU'ca^oery of tht 
which the Spaniards formerly compre- h 

Itended under the name of Florida, was French, 
for a long time unknown to the inhabi- 
tants of Canada. It was not till 1660 that fuch a country 
was fuppofed to exift. At this period they were told by 
the favagesy that to the weft of the colony there was a 
great river, whi<;h flowed neither to the north nor to the 
eaft ; and they concluded that it mull therefore empty iu 
felf into the gulf of Mexico, if . its courfe were fouthvvard, 
or into the South- fea,- if it were weftward. The care of 
afeertaining thefe two important fa^ls was committed, in 
1673, ^n inhabitant of Quebec, a very intelli- 

gent man,. and to the jefuit Marquette, whofe mild and be-^ 
nevolent manners had fecured to him the general affe^tiou 
of all the inhabitants. 

< Thefe two men, equally difinterefted, equally a6live, and 
equally zealous for their country, inamediately fet out to- 
gether from the. lake Michigan, entered the river of the 
Foxes, which empties'itfelf into that lake, and went up al- 
moft to the head of the river, notwithftanding the currents, 
which render that navigation difficult. After fome days 
march, they again embarked on the river Ouirconfing, and, 
keeping always, w'eftward, came to the MiffilTq^pi, and fail- 
ed down that river as far as the about the 33d 

degree of latitude. Their zeal would have carried them 
further, but they w^ere in want of provifions } they were iu 
an unknown country, and they had only three or four men 
along with them befides, the obje<Sl of their voyage was' 
fulfilTed, fince they had difeovered the river they had been im 
Icarch of, and were certain of its courfe.- Thefe confider-' 
at ions determined them to return to Canada, acrofs the- 
country of the a numerous people, .who were well 

Hi, 



mi HISTORT OF SETTLBMENtS AN© TRADE JBiwi JT^TV 

icijEiHned to a friendly intereourfe with the Frendi nation, 
‘lilphout conce^Jnff or cx^gcrating any particular, they 
communicated to the chief of the colony all the informa- 
tion they had procured* 

Among the inhabitants of New France at that time, waa 
a Norman, named La Salle, who was equally dehrous of 
making a great fortune, and of eftabliftiing a brilliant re- 
putation^ This man had fpent his younger years among 
the jefuita, where he had contraded that adivity, enthu- 
Tiafm, and firmnefs, which thofe fathers fo well know how 
to inllill into their difciplcs, when they meet with young 
men of quick parts, with whom they arc fond of recruit- 
ing their order. La Salle, who waa a bold and enterprif- 
ing man, fond of availing himfelf of every opportunity to 
dilxinguifh himfelf, and anxious even to feek out fuch op- 
portunities, beheld in the difeovery that had been made a 
vail career open to his ambition and tq his genius. In 
concert with Frontenac, governor of Canada, he embark- 
ed for Europe, went to the court of Vcrfailles, was liften- 
ed to, almotl even with admiration, at a time when both 
the prince and the people were infpired with a paffion for 
great adions. He returned loaded with favours, and with 
orders to complete what had been fo fortunately begun. 

This was a great projedl : but in order to render the 
execution of it ufeful and permanent, It was neceffaiy, by 
forts placed at different didances, to fecure the pofleffioa 
of the countries that feparated the Mifliffippi from the 
French fettlements ; and to gain the affection of the colo- 
nifls, cither wandering or fedentary, that were contained 
in this vaft fpacc. Tnefe operations, flow in their nature, 
were ftill retarded by unexpe^led incidents, by the malevo- 
lence of the Iroquois, and by the repeated mutinies of the 
foldiers, who were continually irritated by the defpotifm 
^nd reftleffnefs of their chief. Accordingly, La Salle^ 
who had begun his preparatives in the month of September 
1678, could not fail till the fecond of February 1682, on 
the great river, which was the end of his wimes and ex- 
pedlations. On the 9th of April he difeovered the mouth 
of it ; which, as it has been conjeAured, was in the gulf 
of Mexico : and he returned to (^ebcc in the fpring of the 
following year. 

He immediately fet out for France, to propofe the dif- 
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coArery pf the Mifliffippi by (ica, and the eftablifhmcnt of a 
great Colony upon the fertflc fhbrcs watered by that ri^er. 
He pcrfuaded the court by his eloquence or by his argu- 
ments ; and four fmall veffcls were given to him, witk 
which be fct fail towards the gulf of Mexico, This fmall 
fleet miffed the place of their dcftination, by fleering too 
far weftward, and arrived, in thc month of February 1685, 
in the bay of St. Bernard, diftant a hundred leagues from 
the mouth of the river where it was intended to enter. 
The irreconcilable hatred which was conceived between 
JjSL Salle and Beaujeu, commander of the flups, rendered 
this error infinitely more fata! than it ought to have been, 
Thefe two haughty men, impatient of feparating from 
each other, refolved to land tbC whble of tbeii^ embarkation 
upon the very coaft where they had been cortdudled by 
chance. After this defperate meafure the fliips went away, 
and there only remained \jpon thefe unknown coafts one 
liundred and feventy men, moft of them very corrupt, and 
all of them difpleafed, not without reafon, with their fitu- 
aiion. They had but few tools, a fmall quantity of pro- 
vifions, and little ammunition. The remainder of what 
was to ferve for the foundation of the new flate, was fwal- 
lowed up by the waves, from the perfidy or vvickednefs of 
the Tea-officers intrufted with the landibg of them. 

The proud and unfhaken foul of La Salle was not, how- 
ever, deprefled by thefe misfortunes. Sufpedting that the 
rivers, which difeharged themfelves in the bay where he 
had entered, might be fome of the branches of the Mifli- 
flippi, he fpent frveral months in clearing bp his doubts. 
Undeceived it\ thefe expedtations, he neeledled the objedl 
of his expedition. Inllead of looking for guides among 
the favages, who would have divedted him to the place of 
his dcftination, he chofe to penetrate into the Inland coun- 
tries, and to inform himfelf of tlie famous mines of St. 
Barbe. He was wholly taken up with this abfurd projedl, 
when he was maffacred by fome of his companions, who 
were incenfed at his haughtinefs, and the violence of liis 
difpofition. , 

Tfie death of La Salle fbon occafioned the reft; of hiB 
company to difperfe. The villains who had murdered him 
fell by ea:b others hand. Several incorporated uich fh 
natives.^ Many perilhed by hunger ard "I ‘ , 

H6 
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neighbouring Spaniards 4 paded fomc of tbefe adventum;s- 
with chains, and they ended their days in the mines. The 
favages furprifed the fort which had been ereded, and 
facriheed every thing to their fury. Seven men only efcapf- 
ed thefe, numerous difafters ; and thefe, wandering as far 
^8 the MifiifTippi, came to Canada by the Illinois country. 
Thefe diftrefies foon made the French lofe light of ^ region 
which was Hill hut little known. 

The attention of the mintftry was again roufed in 169^7, 

. by‘YberviIlc, a gentleman of Canada, who had diftinguiih- 
ed himfelf by lome very bold and fortunate attempts at 
Hudfons bay, in Acadia, and Newfoundland. He was 
fent out from Rochfort with two Ihips^ and difeovered the 
Mifliffippi in i6gg, , He failed up the river as far as the 
country of >the' Natchez ; and after having afeertained, by 
his own obfervation, every advantageous circumftance that 
bad been reported of it, he conftrudled, at the mouth of 
it, a fmall fort, which did not continue more than four 
or five years, and proceeded to another fpOt to fettle his* 
colony. 

The French Between the river and Panfacola, st 

fettle in the coun* fettrenrent newly eredled by the Spani- 
try that is wa-> ards in Florida, is a coaft of about forty 
itred by the leagues in extent, where no vefiel can 
Mfpjftpi^ and land. The foil is fandy, and the climate 
call it Loufiana* burning. Nothing grows there but a 
few fcattered cedars and fir-trees. In 
this large tra^ there is a diflridl called Biloxi. This 
lituation, the mod barren and mod inconvenient upon the 
whole coad, was made choice of for the refidence of the 
few men whom Ybcrville had brought thither, and who 
had been allured by the mod fanguine expeftations. 

Two years after a new colony arrived. The fird was^ 
removed from the parched fands on which it had" been 
fettled, and they were both united upon the banks of the 
Mobile. This river is navigable only for Indian boats, and 
the lands that are watered by it are not fertile. Thefe 
were fufiicient motives for giving up the idea of fuch a 
fcttlement ^ which, however, was not done. It was de- 
termined that thefe difadvantages would be compenfated 
by the fLcility of commuDicati9n with the neighbouring 
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favagea, with the Spaniards, with the French inlands, a,od 
with Europe. The harbopr which was to form thefe comr 
munications was not attached to the contirven't. It was 
placed by chance, either fortunately or other wife, at fome 
leagues diftance from the coart, in' a defert, barren, and 
favage, idand, which was decorated by the great name of 
Dauphm ifland. 

A colony fettled on fuch bad foundations could not 
podibly profper. . The death of Ybcrvillc , at fea, who 
perifhed glorioufly before the Havannah in I706, in the 
fervice of his country, put an end to the Cmall remaining 
Iwipes of the mod'fanguine colonifts. France was fo deep- 
ly engaged in an unhappy war^ that no aiRllance could be 
expected from her. The colonifts thought themfelves 
totally forfaken ; and thofe who entertained fome hopes of 
finding a fettlement in another place, haftened to go in 
fearch of it. The colony was reduced to twenty-eight 
families, each more wretched th^n the other, when, to the 
ailoni/hment of every one, Crofat petitioned for and obtain- 
ed the exclufive trade of Louifiana in 1712. 

This was a famous merchant, who by his vaft and pru- 
dent undertakings had raifed an immenfe fortune. He had 
not given up the thoughts of incrcafing his wealth, but he 
was defirous that his hew projedls fhould contribute to the 
nrofperity of the monarchy. This noble ambition made 
him turn his views towards the Mifiiflippi. The clearing 
of its fertile foil was not his aim. His intention was to 
open communications, both by land and fea, with Old and 
New Mexico, to pour all kinds of merchandize into thofe 
parts, and to draw from thence as much ore as he could. 
Ibe place he aiked for appeared to him to be tl>e natural 
and neceffary mart for his vaft operations ; and all the 
fieps taken by his agents were regulated upon this noble 
plan. But being undeceived by feveral unfuccefsful at- 
tempts, he relinquilhed his fcheme, and in 1717 refigned 
his charter to a company whofc fuccefs allonifhed all 
nations. 

This company was formed by Law, Loutfianahe^ 
that celebrated Scotchman, of whom no comes very fam^ 
fettled judgment could be formed at tjj^c ous in the time of 
time he appeared, but whbfe name now Law^s JyJienu 
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Aands between the crowd of mere adventurers and the fhort 
lift of meft* This daring genius had made it hisbufincfs^ 
from his infancy, to obferve attentively the feveral powers of 
Eirrope, to examine their various fprings, and to calculate 
the ftrength of each# The ftate into which the innordinate 
ambition Cf Louis XIV had plunged the kingdom of France, 
particularly attrafted his attention, wliich was now fixed 
upon^a heap of ruins. An empire, which, during the fpacc 
of forty years, had excited fo much jealoufy and fo much 
anxiety among all its neighbours, no longer difplayed any 
degree. of vigour or animation. The nation was exhaufted 
by the demands of the ticafury, and the treafury by the 
enormity of their engagements. In vain had the public 
debts been reduced, in hopes of enhancing the value of 
thofe that ftill remained. 1 his bankruptcy of government 
had but imperfc<^Ily produced that kind of good that was 
expected from it. The bills of government were ftill 
finitdy below their or^iginal value. 

It became neceftary to open a mart for thefe bills, to 
prevent them from falling into total diferedit. The mode 
of rcimburfement was impradicablc ; for the interefts for 
the fums due abforbed, almoft entirely, the revenues of : 
government. Law contrived another expedient. In the 
month of Auguft 1717, he eftablifhed, under the title of 
the'weftem company, an aflbeiation whofe funds were to 
confift in government bills. This paper was received for 
its whole value, although it loft fifty per cent in the courfe 
of trade. Accordingly, the capital, which was only of 
100,000,000 of livres [4,166,666!. 13s. 4d.3 was com- 
pleted in a few days. It is true, that, with thefe fingular 
proceedings, it was not pofiiblc to found a powerful cdlony 
in Louifiana, as the exclufivc^cbartcr feemed to require ; 
but the author of thefe novelties was fupported by an ex- 
pectation of another kind. 

No fooner had Ponce de Leon landed at Florida, in 
1512, than a rumour was fpread, throughout the Old and . 
the New World, that this region was full of metals. Thefe 
had not been difeovered, either by Francis de Cordova, 
or by Vclafquez de Ayllon, or by Philip de Narvaez, or 
by Ferdinand de Soto, although thefe enterprlfing men 
had fearched for them with incredible fatigue during 
thirty years. Spain had at leng^th renounced thefe hopes j ^ 
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{he had not even left any trace of her enterprifea ^ a|id 
notwrithftanding thisi a vague report had remained amotig 
the miuda of the people^ that thefe countries concealed 
immenfe treafures. No one pointed out the precife fpot 
where thefe riches might Ik ; but this circumuance itfelf 
tended to encourage the exaggeration of them. If at in** 
tervals the enthuliafm grew cooler, it was ‘only to felzc 
upon the minds of men more powerfully fome time after* 
.This general difpofition towards an eager credulity might 
become a wonderful inflrument in the hands of (kiiful 
perfons, ^ ^ 

In times of misfortune, the people arc agitated by their 
hopes, in the fame manner as they are by their fears, or by 
their rage.. When they arfi a(ftuatcd with rage, all the 
public plaeea are in an inftant filled with a multitude in 
commotion, which threatens and roars aloud. The citizen 
fliuts himfelf up in his houfe ; the magiftratc trembles on 
his tribunal ; the fovereign is opprelfed with anxiety in his 
palace. When night comes on, the tumult ceafes, and 
tranquillity is reftored. When the people are under the 
imprefiion of terror, univerfal confirmation diffufes itfelf in 
an inllant from one city to anotha*, and plunges the whole 
nation into a date of dcfpondency. When the people are 
elated with hopes, the phantom of happinefs prefents itfelf 
not lefs rapidly on all fides. It raifes the fpirits of all men, 
and the noify tranfports of joy fucceed to the gloomy 
filence of misfortune. On one day every thing is loft, on 
the other all is faved. 

Of all the paffions that arc kindled in the heart of mtin, 
there is none which is fo violent in its intoxication as the 
palTion for gold. We are all acquainted with the country 
where the moft beautiful women are to be found, and yet 
we are not tempted to vlfit it. Sedentary ambition exerts 
itfelf in a narrow compafs. The rage of conqueft is the 
malady of a fmgle man, who draws the multitude after him. 
But let us fuppofe all the people of the earth to be equally 
civilized, and the thirfl of gold will difplace the inhabit 
tanta of one and of the other hemifpherc. Setting out 
from the two extremities of the diameter of the equator, 
they will crofs each other in their way from one pole to 
the other. 
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Law, to whom this great fpnng of a€lipn was welt 
known, ^ eafily perfuaded the French, -who were .moft: of 
• them ruined, feat the mines of Louifiana, which had fo^ 
long been fpoken of, were at length difeovered ; and that 
they werr^ven far richer than they were generally fuppofed 
to be# To* give the greater weight to this falfe report, 
which had already gained too much credit, a number of 
miners were feat over to work the fe mines, which were 
imagined to be fo valuable, with a body of troops fuJScient* 
to defend them# 

It is inconceivable what a fudden imprefiion this ftra- 
ta^jem made upon a r4ati,on natuually h)nd of novelty. 
Every man exerted himfelf to acquire the right of partak- 
ing of this foiirce of wealth, which was confidered as inex- 
hauftible. The Mifliflippi became the centre of all menY 
wilhes, hopes, and fpeculations. It was not long before 
fome wealthy and powerful men, moft of whom were 
thought to be perfons of underftanding, not fatisfied with 
(haring the general profit of the monopoly, became de- 
firous of obtaining a private property in a region which 
pafTed for one of the beft countries in -the world. Culti- 
vators were wanted for the clearing of thefe domains, and' 
were abundantly fupplied by France, Switzerland, and- 
Germany. Thefe men, after havipg worked three years* 
without falary, for the perfons who had been at the ex- 
pence of conveying tb<n?h to the fpot> were to become citi-^ 
zens, and be put in poffeflion or lands, in order to clear 
them on their own account. 

. During the courfe of this frenzy, or in thr years 1718 
and I7i9» all thefe unfortunate people were promifcuoufly^ 
crowded together in (hips. They were *4^^ landed at 
Dauphin ifland, the harbour of which had lat 4 y»been 
choked up by fands ; nor were they fet on fhoreM Mo- 
bile, which had lofi every thing fince it had loft its port ; 
but it was at Biloxi, that dreadful fpot, where all the na-* 
tives, as well as foreigners, who had been feduced, were 
placed. There they all perilhed by thoufands, with want* 
and vexation. In order to preferve them, it was only 
neceffary to have conveyed them up the Mifliflippi, and 
landed them immediately, upon .the country they were to 
clear; but fuch was the unfldlfulnefs or negledl of thC' 
managers of the enterprife, that, they never tl^ught of 
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conftrti^uig the boats' ncceflary for fo fimplc a mancaSype* 
Even after they found that the fiiips coming frbm Eurb|)e' 
could moft of theru fail up the river, Biloxi ftill continued 
to be the gnrve of thofe unhappy and numerous •vT(ftims 
who had Mien a facrifice to a political impofturc. The 
head-tjUarters were not removed to New Orleans till five 
years after, that is, till hardly any were left of thofe un- 
fortunate people who had been weak enough to quit their 
native country upon fuch uncertain profpeds. 

But at this period, when it was too late, the charm was 
diflblved, and the mines vanifhed. Nothing remained but 
the fhatne of having been mifled by chimerical notions. 
Louifiana fliared the fate of thofe extraordinary men who 
have been too highly extolled, and are afterwards punilhed 
for this unmerited fame, by being degraded below their 
real worth. Men drive, by the excefs of cenfure, to per- 
fuade others that they have not given into the common 
error ; for how can it be fuppofed that they would violent*- 
ly perfift In fpeaking ill of themfelves ? This inchanted 
country was now holden in execretion. Its very name 
became a reproach. The Miflifiippi v^as the terror of* 
free men. No recruits were to be fbund to fend thither, 
but fuch as were taken from prifons and houfes of ill fame. 
It became the receptacle of the lowed and mod prodigate 
perfons in the kingdom. 

What could be expected from a fettlement compofed of 
fuch perfons ? Vicious men will neither people a country, 
nor labour, nor continue long in any place. Many of 
thofe miferable perfons who had been tranfported into 
thefe favage climates, went into the Englifh or Spanifh 
fettlements, to exhibit the difagrceable view of their didrefs 
and mtfery^ Others foon perifhed from the infcdlion they 
liad brought along with them. The greater number wan- 
deredin the wopds, till hunger and wearinefs put an end- 
to their exidence. Nothing Was yet begun in the colony, 
though twenty-five millions of livres [1,041,6661. 13s. 4d»] 
had been funk there. The managers of the company that 
advanced thefe vad Aims foolidily pretended, that in the 
capital of France they could lay the plan of fuch undertak- 
ings as were fit for America. Paris, unacquainted with its 
own provinces, which it defpifes and exhauds, would have 
fubmitted ev^y thing to the operations of thefe^ hady and 
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fr/YolouB calculators. From the office of the coinpai)jr»^ 
they pretended to regulate and dfred all the inhabksmtS of 
JLouifiana, and to impofe or withhold fuch veftrakua a«' 
were judged favourable or unfavourable to the monopoly*-- 
Had they granted fome trifling encouragements to citizens 
of chara£lcr, who might have been invited to fettle in the 
colony, by fecuring to them that liberty which every man 
covets,' that property which every man has a right to ex-^ 
pe6l from bis own labour, and that prote6lion which i» 
due from every fociety to its members ; fuch encourage- 
ments as thefe, given to proprietors well informed of their 
real intcreft and property, dire^led by the circundlances oP 
the place, would have been productive of far greater and 
more lafting effects j and would liave eftabliflied more ex* 
ten five, folid, and profitable, fcttlements, than all thofe an 
cxclufive charter could ever have formed with all its trea- 
fures, difpenfed and managed by agents who could neither 
have the knowledge requinte to conduct fo many various 
operations, nor even be influenced by any immediate in- 
tcrcfl in their fuccefs*- * 

The miniflry, however, thought it conducive to the 
welfare of the ftatc, to leave the concerns of Louifiana in 
the hands of the company ; which were under a ncceffity of 
exerting all their interell to obtain permiffion to alienate 
that part of their privilege^ They were even obliged to 
purchafe this favour in 1731, by paying down the fum of 
1,450,000 livres [60,416!. 13s. 4 d .3 For there are fome 
flates, where the right of being involved in ruin, and that 
of being preferved from it, or that of acquiring wealth, are 
equally fold ; beoaufe good or evil, whether public or 
private, may prove an objedt of financc- 

During all the time that an exclufive charter had kept 
Louifiana in (hackles,, it had required, according to the 
diilances, fifty, fixty, femrfeore, and a hundred, per cent, 
profit, upon all the merchandize which it ufed to fend 
there ^ and had alfo regulated, by a rate ftill more opprtsf* 
five, the price of the commodities which the colony deliver- 
ed to it. How was it poffiblc that an infant fettlcment 
coidd make any progrefa under the yoke of a tyranny fo 
atrocious ? Accordingly, the difeouragement became uni- 
verfal. To reftore to the minds of men their energy^ 
government was defirous that a pofTeifioD, which was bo 
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come a truly aationai one, (hould cx^rience a happier fate* 
With thi» vievsT they decreed, that every article which th^ 
trade of France fliould convey to thi» country, and every 
thing it ihould bring back from thence,- (hould be exempt*^ 
ed for ten years from all duties of export and import. Let 
U8 fee to what degree of profperity an arrangement fo 
prudent raifed this celebrated region. 

Louisiana is a vaft country, bound- Extent^ foil, 
ed on thci north by the fea ; on the eaft and climate, of 
by Florida and Carolina ; on the weft by Louifiana* 

New Mexico ; and on the north by Ca- 
nada, and by unknown lands, which are fuppofed to ex-< 
tend as far as Hudfons bay* It is impoffiblc to afeertain 
precifely the exadl length of it *, but its mean breadth is 
two hundred leagues. 

Throughout inch an extent, the climate varies confider* 
ably. Fogs are too frequent in Lower Louifiana, in fpring 
and autumn ; the winters are rainy, and at diftant intervals 
attended with a flight froft : moft of the fummer days are 
fpoilt by violent ftorms. The heats are not fo exceflive in 
any part of this cxtenfivc territory as might be expcflcd 
from its latitude. This phenomenon, which feems extra- 
ordinary to a common obferver, may be accounted for by 
natural philofophers, from the thick forefta, which prevent 
the rays of the fun from heating the ground y the num- 
bcrlefs rivers, which keep it conftantly damp ; and the 
winds, which blow from the north over a long extent of 
land. 

Though dHeafes arc not very common in Upper Loui- 
fiana, they are ftill more unfrequent in the Lower. This 
is, however, nothing more than a flip of land of two or 
three leagues in extent, overrun with infers, with ftagnat- 
ed waters, and with vegetable fubftances, which putfify in 
Si damp and warm atmofphcre, the conftant principle of the 
difiblution of bodies. In this climate, where all dead 
bodies generally undergo a rapid putrefaction, men enjoy 
a more fettled ft ate of health, than in thofe regions which 
to all appearance are more healthy. Except the teCanos, 
which carries off half the negro children before they arc 
twelve days old, and a great number of white children, 
there is fcarce any difeafe known in that country, except 
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(omc hyftcric^l affcftions, and obUru^lions, which may 
even be confidcrcd as a natural confequcncc of the kind of 
life which is kd there. From whence can the i^ubrity of 
the air proceed? Perhapa it ja owing to the frequent 
thunders which are heard upon this narrow foil. Perhapa 
to the winds which almoft conftahtly prevail there. Per- 
haps to the fires which it is ncccffary to kindle in order to 
deftroy the numerous reeds which impede the cultures. 

This foil muft have appeared extremely fertile^ before 
any trials had been made of it, lince it abounded with wild 
fruits. It furoifhed a liberal provifion for a great number^ 
of birds and fallow-deer. The meadows, formed by 
alone, were covered with roebucks and bifons. The 
were remarkable foi their bulk and height, and woedil|^bii^ 
dying weie only wanting, for thofe grow meiely be||ippfl|r 
the tropics. Thefe favourable omens have been- fincaC^on- 
firmed by foitunate experiments* 

The fource of the river which divides this itumenfe 
country from north to fouth, hath not yet been difeusrered. 
The boldefl travellers have fcarce gone higher th^n twO' 
hundred leagues above the fall of St;. Anthony, which flops 
the courfe of it by a cafeade of ferae height, about the 
46th degree of latitude. From thence to the fea, that is, 
throughout the fpace of 700 leagiies, the navigation Is not 
interrupted. The Miffifiippi, after being enlarged by the 
river of the Illinois, the'^Miffourr, the Ohio,, and a great 
number of frnall rivers, maintains an uainterrupted. courfe, 
till it falls into the ocean. All circumftances concur to 
piove, that the bed of this river is confiderably extended, 
and that its bottom is almoft recent ground, fince not a 
fingle ftone is to be found in it. The fea throws 'fp^hcFC 
a prodigious quantity of mud, leaves of reeds, bougflyMsd 
flumps of trees, that the Mifliffippi is continually waml^ 
down; which different materials being driven backwalj^ 
and forward, and being colledled together, form themfelve% 
into a fohd mafs, conti lually tending to the prolongation 
of tliis vaft continent. 

The river hath not any regular periods of increafe or 
decreafe ; but, in general, its waters are higher from the 
month of January to that of June, than they are through 
the reft of the year. The bed of the river being very 
deep at the upper part, it fcldom overflows on the eaik 
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fide, till it comes within fixty leagues of the fea> ndrjon 
the weft; till within* a handted leAgttes ; that is to’^, in 
the low lands, which ’Wc imagine to be recent, Thefe 
tnuddy^ grounds, like all others that have not yet aetjuired 
a due coniiftence, produce a prodigious quantity of large 
reeds, in which all extraneous bodies waihed down the 
river arc entangled. <r Thefe bodies all joined together, and 
added to the flime that fiHs^ up the intcrftices, in procefs of 
time form a mafs, that raifes the banks higher than the 
adjacent ground, which forms on each fide an inclined 
plane. Hence it happens, that the waters having once got 
jout of their natural courfe, never get into it again, and arc 
therefore obliged to lun on to the ocean, or to form them- 
felvcs into fmall lakes. 

When the breadth and depth "of the Miflifiippi are alone 
confidercd, we are induced to think that the navigation is 
eafy. It is, ob the contrary, very tedious, even in coming 
down j becaufe it would be dangerous by night in dark 
weather, and becaufe inflead of the light canoes made of 
bark, which are fo convenient in the relt of America, it is 
iieccffary to employ larger boats, whkh are cohfequently 
heavier, and not fo eafily managed. Without thefe pre- 
cautions, the boats would be in continual danger of ftrik- 
jng againft the boughs or roots of trees, which are dragged 
along in great quantities by the dream, and are frequently 
fixed under vrater. The difficulties are ^greater ftill in 
going up the river. 

At Come diftance fr^m land, before we enter the Mif- 
fiffippi, care muft be taken to keep clear of the floating 
wo^ that Is come down from Louifiana. The coaft is fo 
flat, that it can hardly be feen at the diftance of two lea- 
gues, and it is not cafy to get up to it. The river empties 
itfelf into the fea by a great number of openings. Thefe 
openings are conftantly varying, and mod of them have 
liut^ little depth of water. When the (hips have happily 
furmounted all thefe obftacles, they may fail^ without any 
difficulty ten or twelve leagues, over a country funk under 
■water, where the eye perceives nothing but reeds, and a 
few ftirubs. Then, upon each fhore, they meet with thick 
forefts, which they oafs by in two or three days, unlcfs 
calms, which are rather frequent in fummer, ftiould retard 
their prbgrefs. The reft of the navigation, upon a ft ream 
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fo rapid, and fo full of currents, is performed in boats that 
gO' with oarvS and fails, and are forced to pafs on from one 
point of land to another j and though they fet out by- 
break of day, arc thought' to have made a confidcrablc - 
progrefs, if they have advanced five or fix leagues by the 
ck>le of the evening. The Europeans engaged in this 
navigation, are attended by fome Indian huntfmen, who 
follow by land, ‘and fupply them with fubfiftence during 
the three months and a half that are employed in going 
from one extremity of the colony to the other. 

Thefe difficulties of fituation are tlie greatcil which the 
French have had to furmount in forming fettlemeiita at 
Xiouifiana. 

The Englifii, fettled in the Eaft, have been always fo 
afllduoufly employed in their plantations, that they have 
never thought of any thing but of extending and improv- 
ing them. The fpirit of conqueft or of plunder hath not 
diverted them from their labours. Had they been in- 
clined to jealoufy, the French did not behave fo as to 
excite it. 

The Spaniards, unfortunately for themfelves, were more 
turbulent in the Weft. The defire of removing an adive 
neighbour from New Mexico induced them, in 1720, to 
adopt the feheme of forming a confiderable colony far be- 
yond the boundaries within which they had hitherto con- 
fined ihemfelves. The numerous caravans that were to 
compofe this colony fet out from Santa F^. They direct- 
ed their march towards the Ozages, whom they wifhed to 
induce to take up arms againft tl^ir eternal enemies, the 
Miflburys, whofe territory they had refolved to occupy. 
The Spaniards miffed their way, and came dircCtly to that 
nation, the ruin of which they were meditating ; and mif- 
taking thefe Indians for the Ozages, communicated their 
defign without any referve. 

The chief of Ahe Miffourys, who became acquaintecj, by 
this fingular miftake, with the danger that threatened him 
and his people, diffembled his rcfciitmcnt. He told the 
Spaniards, he would gladly concur in promoting, the fuc- 
cefs of their undertaking, and only defired eight-and-forty 
hours to affemblc his warriors. W^hen they were armed, 
to the number of two thoufand, they fell upon the Spani- 
ards, whom they had amufed wit;h fports, and 
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ID their fleep. All iv<:re maffacred, witbemt dillln^^ion of 
age or fex. ThsC chaplain* who alone cfcapcd the flauj^ter, 
owed Jhia prefervation to tlie fingularity of his drefs. This 
cataftrophe having fecured the tranquillity of Louifiana, 
on the lide where it was moft threatened, the colony codld 
only be molefted by the natives ; buj tbefe, although iriorc 
OAimerous at that time than they are in our days, were flill 
not very formidable. 

These favages were divided into feve- ChariiSter of the 
ral nations, all of them very feeble, and favages of Loui^ 
all at enmity with each other, though [fiana^ and par* 
Separated by immenfe deferts. Some of tkularly the 
them had a fixed abode. Their dwell- Natchez* 
ings were only naade of leaves interwoven 
with each other, and faftened to a number of (lakes, 
Thofe who did not go quite naked, wd*e only covered 
with the (kins of fallow-deer. They lived upon the pro- 
duce of hunting and fhhing, upon maize, and fome fruits. 
Their cuftoms were nearly the fame as thofe of the favages 
of Canada, but they had not the fame degree of (Irength 
and courage, of quicknefs and fagacify j and their charawer 
was lefs marked. 

Among thefe nations, the Natchez were the moft re- 
markable. They paid obedience to one man, who ftylcd 
himfelf GREAT sun; becaufe he bore upon his bread the 
image of that luminary, from which he claimed his defeent. 
The whole bufinefs of government, war, and religion, de- 
pended upon him. All the world could not, perhaps, have 
produced a fovereigh more abfolutc. His wife enjoyed 
the feme authority and the- feme honours. When any of 
thefe endaved favages bad the misfortune to difpleafc cither 
of thefe mafters, they ufed to fay to their guards, “ rid 

me of that dog,” and were inftantly obeyed. Every 
thing of the heft that was afforded by hunting, lifhing, or 
culture, the favages were compelled to bring to them. 
On the demife of cither the hufhand or the wife, it was 
necclTary that many of their fubjecSte (hould alfo die, that 
they might attend and ferve them in the next world. 
The religion of the Natchez was limited to the adoration 
of the fun ; but this belief was accompanied with many 
ceremonies, and confequently attended with mifehievoua 
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cffeds^ KoVrev^r, but ooe tem|>le iot -the 

.wbdle natba it vm once fet^n flames hy the fire which 
ia perpetually^ or ai kaft habitually, Jtep^ in it ; and this 
event occa^fioned a general epufternation. ^ Many fruitlefs 
efibrts wei^made to ftop the jpcogrels’of the flames. Some 
mother^ threw their children into them^ and at length the 
was cxtinguiflied. -Xte next dny thefc barbarous he- 
roines were extolled in a difeourfe delivered by the def^otic 

? ontifF, It is thus that his authority was maintained. 

t is aflonifliing how ib and fo fava^e a peopk could 
be fo cruelly eaflaved* But fupjCfftitioa accounts for 
all the unreasonable aftlons of men. That alone could 
deprive a nation of its liberty,, which had little elfe to 
lofe. 

Moft of the accounts a^rm# upon the uncertain faith of 
iomc tradition* that- the Natchez occupied for a long time 
the caflem coafli of .thCtMiiMippi^ from the river Yberville 
to the Obie^} that is to Day, of four hundred 

leagues. Ia4fa;atHeafe theyjmuil have formed the^mofl flou- 
rifhing nation of iftorth America. It may be fufpt<$tcd, 
that the yoke under which they were kept i;>y .an oppref- 
five and arbitrary govemmeet difgufied thm of their native 
country^ They muft have difperfed thcmfclves : and this 
opinion fieema to be in foaic mcafure corjfirmcd by the cir- 
cumftance of our finding various traoea of their worfliip at 
great diftances in thefe regions. It is^ certain, that, when 
the French appeared in Louifiana, this people confifted of 
no more than .two thoufand warriors, and formed only a 
few towns, fituated at a confiderable diftance from e£U:h 
other, but all of them near the Mifiiflippi. 

This want of population did not prevent the country of 
the Natchez from being cxcdlcnt. The climate is whole- 
fome and temperate 5 the foil fufccptible of rich and varied 
cultures ; the territory fufficiently elevated to preclude all 
fears from the inundationstof the river; This country is 
generally open, extenfive, well- watered, and covered with 
pleafant hillocs, ^agreeable meadows, and delicious woods, 
as far as the Apalachian mountains. Accordingly, the 
firft Frenchmen who came there judged, that, notwith- 
llanding its diftance from the fca, this would become in 
time the centre of the colony. This opinion drew numbers 
of them to this fpot. They w«re favourably received by 
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&jvaffes, and aiSdcd ia lhefic^tl^mictit of 
wh)«h they Wan^d to ed&btiCln 

olprooatiy oCefidlaid die Idondatiod ota mcndIHipi appar- 
ently liactre, between the two nations# It tniglft have be- 
come permanent; had not the tiea of it been .dail^ weak^- 
cd by the ftvidky of the Enrop^s. Tfh^ fereigan a Ihid 
at' firft demanded ihfi produaioiw of the orttyas 

honek merchanU, but afterward^ imperionfly Wanted the 
oonditiona of the ttade, and at length feizid npcm tvhat 
they were tirtd of paying for* even at a low price* " TheJr 
audacity incrcafed to fcen a degree, as to expel the^native# 
from the fields they had tilled thenrfd<ea< 

This tyranny was atrocious. lo vain did the Natchefe 
endeavour to put a flop to it by the mod humiliating fop- 
plications. Driven to defpair, they endeavoured to en- 
gage in their refentment all the eaftern nations^ whofd dif- 
pofitioas they were acijuainted with ; and tow^s the fet- 
ter end of the Vear 17 ap, they fucceeded in forming an di- 
mod univerifal league, the puiport-of which wa8» to exter- 
minate in one day the whole race of their oppreffots; This 
negoclation was carried on with foch tuccefs, as hot to^be 
discovered either by the favagee who were friends to the 
French, or by the French themfolves. Nothing but fome 
cafuaUy fortunate event could prevent the foccefs <^f the 
plot j and this event took place. 

According to the accounts of the times, the Natclfet 
font to th^confpiring nations, who were not better ac- 
quainted with Ae art of writing than tliemfolve^, foirie 
parcels, confiding of an equal number of bits of wood. 
That there might be no midake made reTpe^llng the time 
when the common hatred was to break opt, it was agreed 
that one of thefe bits of wood fhhuld be burnt every day in 
each town, and the lad was to^bc the fignal for the Woody 
feene that was to be exhibited. It happened that the wi/e 
or the mother of the great chief was informedof the plot 
by a fon (he had by a Frenchman. She fcvcral times 
warned the officer of that natioii> who commanded in the 
neighbourhood, of the circumdahee. The indifference, <|r 
the contempt, that was fhewp for her advice, did not 
in her heart the affe<Sfion (he had for thefe foreigners; Her 
rank intitlcd her to enter the temple of the fun at anyhpiir 
> fhe chofe. This prerogative put it in her power to carry 
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off fucccffively the bite of wood which had been depofited 
in it ; and (he determined to do it» in order to diliurb the 
calculations of the confpirators, at the hazard of haftening, 
fince it was ncceffary, the deftru^lion of the Frenchmen 
Ihe was fond of, in order to infure the fafety of the reft 
who'were unknown to her. Every thing happened as (he 
ezpcdled. At the fignal agreed upon, the Natchez fell 
unawares upon the enemy, not doubting but all their allies 
were at the fame time engaged in the fame bulinefs ; but as 
there had been no treafon anywhere elfe, every thing re- 
mained quiet, as it mud necefTarily have done. 

This account appears very fabulous ; but it is very cer- 
tain, that the period agreed upon between the members of 
the confederacy to deliver Louifiana from a foreign yoke 
was foredalled by the Natchez. They were, perhaps, not 
able to contain their hatred any longer. They were, per- 
haps, feduced by meeting with unexpected facility in the 
execution of their defign. Perhaps they were properly or 
improperly apprehenfive that their intentions began to be 
fu^efted. It is a certain faCl, however, that of two hun- 
dred and twenty-two French, who were then in this fettlc- 
ment, tw^o hundred were maffacred ; that the women who 
were pregnant, or who had young children, did not (hare 
a more fortunate dediny ; and that the red, who remained 
prifoners, were expofed to the brutality of the murderers 
of their fons and of their hu(bands. 

The whole colony thought themfelves lod upon the iird 
news of thia event. They had nothing to oppofc to a 
number of enemies threatening them on all fides, except a 
few half-rotten pallifades, and a few vagabonds badly arm- 
ed and ill dlfcipllned. Perrier, in whom the authority 
was veded, had not a better opinion of the fituation of af- 
fairs. However, he (hewed a firm countenance ; and this 
boldnefs ferved him indead of forces. The favages thought 
him not only able to defend himfelf, but alfo to attack 
them. In order to difpel the fufpicions that might* have 
been conceived againd them, or in hopes of obtaining a 
pardon, feveral of thefc nations joined their warriors to his, 
in order to affid in his revenge. 

Other troops were wanting, befide ill-affeCled allies or 
^fiers, forced into the fervice, to have infurcd fuccefs. 
^his militia marched towards the country of the Natchez, 
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with a degree of flownefe which afforded no good omen ; 
and they attacked the forts with that indifference from 
which no good effed^ could be expedled. Fortunately, the 
bcfiegcd offered to releafe all the pnToners they had in their 
poffeflion, if the troops would withdraw ; and this propo- 
fal was acceded to with extreme joy. 

But Perrier, having received fome reinforcements from 
Europe, re-commenced hoftilities, in the beginning of the 
year 1731. The profpedl of this new danger fpread dif- 
fentions among the Natchez, and this mifunderftanding 
brought on the ruin of the whole nation. A fevy feeble 
corps of thefe favages were put to the fword, and a great 
number were fent flaves to St. Domingo. Thofe who cf* 
caped flavery or death took refuge among the Chicka* 
faws. 

Thefe were the moft intrepid people of thofe regions : 
their intimate conncdlions with the Englifh were well 
known, and their favourite virtue was hospitality. All 
thefe reafons prevented the French at fir ft. from requiring 
them to deliver up the Natchez, to whom they had afford- 
ed refuge. But Bienville, who fiicceeded Perrier, thought 
himfelf authorifed to demand the ceffion of them. The 
ChickafawvS, with courage and indignation, refufed to com« 
ply. Both fidestook up arms in 1736. The French were 
defeated in the open field, and driven back with lofs under 
the pallifades of their enemy. They tried their fortune 
again four years after, encouraged by fome fuccours they 
had received from Canada. They were upon the point of 
being defeated a fecond time, when fome fortunate incident 
brought on a reconciliation with thefe favages. Since that 
period, the tranquillity of Louifiana hath never been dif- 
turbed. Let us now fee to what degree of profperity this 
long peace hath raifed the colony, 

Ty E coafts of Lonifiana, which are all Settlements form^ 
fituated upon the gulf of Mexico, are in ed by the French 
general flat, and covered with a barren in Louifiana. 
land. They are neither inhabited, nor 
capable of being fo. No forts have ever been ere(^ed upon 
them,' 

though the French muft have been defirous of drawing 
near to Mexico, they have formed no fettlement upon the 
3 I 2 
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^ coaft which lies to the weft of the Miflifiippi. They 
' were undoubtedly apprehenfive of offending the Spaniards, 
who would not patiently have fuffered them in this neigh- 
bourhood. 

To the eaft of the river is fituated Fort Mobile, on the 
banks of a river which derives its fource from the Apa- 
lachian mountains. It ferved to maintain the Chadlaws, the 
Alimahous, and other lefs numerous colonies in alliance 
with the French, and to fecure their fur trade. The Spani- 
ards of Pcnfacola drew fome provifions and merchandize 
from this fettlement. 

There are a great number of outleU at the mouth of tire 
Miffiflippi, which are always varying. Many of them arc 
entirely dry at times. Some can only admit canoes or 
floops. That towards the eaft, the only one frequented at 
prelent by (hips, is very tortuous, affords only a very nar- 
row paffage, and hath no more thah eleven or twelve feet 
of water in the higheft tides. The fmall fort called La 
Balife, which formerly defended the mouth of the river, is 
no longer of any ufe, fince its canal hath been filled up, 
and fince the Ihips fail out of the reach of its cannon. 

New Orleans, fituated at the diftance of thirty leagues 
from the fea, is the firft fettlement that prefents itfelf. 
This city, which was intended for a ftaple to carry on all the 
intercourfe between the mother country and the colony, was 
built upon the eaftern border of the river, round acrefeent, 
which ig acceflible to all fhips, and where they ride in per- 
fcdl fafety. The foundations of it were laid in 1717 ; but 
it was not till 1722 that it had made any progrefs, and be* 
• came the capital of Louifiana. Its population never con- 
lifted of more than fixteen hundred inhabitants, partly free 
men, and partly Haves, The Huts which originally cover- 
ed it have been fucccllively transformed into convenient 
houfes, but built with wood upon bricks, becaufe the foil 
was not fulficiently firm to fupport heavier buildings. 

The city is placed on an ifland, which is lixty leagues 
in length, and hath a moderate breadth. This iiland, the 
greateft part of which is not fufceptible of culture, is form- 
ed by the ocean, by the river Miffiflippi, by the lake Pont- 
chartrain, and by the Manchac, or the river of Yberville, a 
canal which the Miffiflippi hath digged for itfelf, in ordetto 
pour into it the fuperfluous part of us waters, in the feafon 
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when they moft abound. There may be upon this terri- 
tory about a hundred plantations, upon which are found 
four or five hundred white men, and four thoufand negroeSf 
principally employed in the culture of indigo. A few en- 
terprifing proprietors have endeavoured to grow fugar 
there ; but fome trifling frofts, which are fatal to this rich 
prodadlion, have rendered this attempt ineffe(tluab Th*; 
plantations arc feldom contiguous to each other, but are 
mofiily feparated by ftagnating waters and morafTes, efpe- 
cially in the interior part of the ifland. 

Oppofite to New Orleans, and on the weflem fhore of 
the Mifllflippi, were fettled, in 1722, three hundred Ger- 
mans, the unfortunate remains of fcveral thoufand who had 
been removed from thtir country. Their number hath 
trebled fince that period, which is not a very didant one, 
becaufe they have always been the moft laborious men of 
the colony. Affiftcd by about two thoufand (laves, they 
cultivate maze for their food, and rice and indigo for cJt- 
portation. They formerly attended to the culture of cot- 
ton ; but they have abandoned it fince it has been found 
too (hort for the European manufaAurcs. 

A little higher up, on the fame coaft, eight hundred 
Acadians were fituated, who had arrived from Louifiana 
immediately after the laft peace. Their labours have been 
hitherto confined to the breeding of cattle, and to the cul- 
tivation of articles of primary ncccflity. If their means 
(hould increafe, they will attend to the produi^ion of ven-t 
dible commodities. 

All thofc productions which enrich the lower part of the 
colony, terminate at the fetilement of the Pointc Coupee, 
formed at the diftahee of forty-five leagues from New Or- 
leans. It furniflies, moreover, the greateft part of the to- 
bacco that is confumed in the country, and a great deal of 
wood for foreign trade. Thcfe labours employ five or fuc 
hundred white men, and twelve hundred negroes. 

Throughout the whole extent of the lands which are 
cultivated in thefe feveral fettkments belonging to Lower 
Louifiana, there runs a caufeway deftined to fecure it from 
the inundations of the river. Large and deep ditcher, 
v^^hich furround every field, afford an iffue to the waters 
which would either have penetrated or rifen above the dike. 
This foil is entirely muddy j and when it is to be cultivate 
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cd, the large reeds which cover it arf cut at the bottom. 
As foon as they are dry they arc fet on fire. Then, how- 
ever lightly the earth be turned up, it becomes fertile in all 
produSions requiring a damp foil. Corn docs not thrive 
upon it ; for the blades grow, but contain no feed. Moll 
of the fruit trees fuccecd no better : they grow up very 
faft, and are in bloflbm twice in a year ; but the fruit, which 
is attacked by the worms, dries, and generally falls off be- 
fore it is ripe. The peach, the orange, and the fig-tree, 
are the only ones^ the fertility of which cannot be too 
much extolled. 

The nature of the country is very different in Upper 
l-iouifiana. To the eaft of the Miflimppf, this diftri<5f be- 
gins a little above the river of Yberville. Its territory, 
which hath been anciently formed, is fufficiently raifed to 
be free from inundations, and hath only a proper degree of 
moifture ; it therefore requires lefs care, and promifes a 
a greater variety of produdions. This was the opinion of 
the firft iFrenchmen who appeared in thefe countries. They 
fettled in the diftri 6 t of the Natchez, and after having at- 
tempted feveral cultures, which were all fuccefsFul, confin- 
ed themfclves to that of tobacco, which foon acquired in 
the mother country the reputation it deferved. Govern- 
ment expeded foon to receive from this fcttlement a fuffi- 
cient quantity for the fupply of the whole monarchy, when 
the tyranny of its agents occafioncd its ruin. Since this 
fatal period, this incxhauftible foil hath remained unculti- 
vated, till Great Britain, having acquired the property of 
it by treaties, fhall have conveyed there a population fuffi- 
cient to fertilize it. 

A little higher up, but on the weftem fhore, the Red 
river empties itfclf into the Miffiffippi. It is at thirty 
leagues difiance from the mouth of it, and upon the terri- 
tory of the Natchitoches, that the French on their arrival 
in Louifiana ere^ed a few pallifades. The object of this 
poll was to draw from New Mexico the Iheep and horned 
cattle, which a tifing colony is always in want of ; and it 
was alfo to open a Imuggling trade with the Spanifii fort 
of the Adages, which is only feven leagues difiant. It is 
long fince the multiplication of the cattle in thofe field s,^to 
which it was neceflary to accufiom them, hath put an end 
to the firfi of thefe conneflions 5 and it was ftill earlier tut* 
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dcrftood, that the latter, with one of the pooreft fettle- 
ments in the world, could never have any real utility. Ac- 
cordingly, the territory of the Natchitoches was foori for- 
Jaketi by thofe whom the hopes of making a great fortune 
had drawn there. Upon this diftridt there are only now to 
be feen the defcendants of a few foldiers, who have fettled 
there at the end of the time they were engaged for in the 
fervice. Their number doe# not exceed two hundred,- 
They live upon maize, or upon the vegetables which they 
cultivate, and fell the fuperfluous part of their produdtions 
to their indolent neighbours. The money they receive* 
from this feeble garrifon enables them to pay for the liquors 
and the clothing which they are obliged to get from elfc- 
where. 

The fettlement formed among the Akanfas is ftill more 
wretched. It would infallibly have become very flouriiti- 
ing, if the troops, the arms, tne bondfmen, the provifions, 
and the merchandize, which Law had feiit there on his own 
private account, had not been firft confifeated after the dif* 
grace of that enterprifing man. Since that time fome few 
Canadians only have fettled upon this excellent foil, who 
have taken to themfelvcs wives among the women of the 
4:ountry. From thefe connections hath foon arifcn an al- 
rood wvage race, confifting only of a few families, living 
feparate from each other, and fcarce attending to any other 
employment except that of the chafe. 

To go from the Akanfas to the Illinois country, it is 
neceflary to travel three hundred leagues ; for the nations 
in America arc not contiguous to each other, as they are 
in Europe, and are therefore the more independent. They 
have no chiefs conneCled among themfclves, alternately to 
feize upon, or to facrifice them, and to render them fo un- 
happy, that they fhall have nothing to gain or to lofe by 
^change of country and of raafter. The Illinois, fituated 
in^the mod northern part of Louifiana, were continually 
beaten, and always upon the point of being deftroyed, by 
the Iroquois, or by other warlike nations. They ftood in 
need of a defender ; and the French took that part upon 
themfelves, by occupying a portion of their territory, at 
the mouth of the river, and upon the more pleafant and 
'more fruitful banks of the Miluilippi. Under this protec- 
tion, the Illinois have avoided the deftiny of moft pf the 
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Batione in the New World, of whom there fcarce remains 
any remembrance, Nevcr'thelefs, their number hath dimi- 
nilhcd, in proportion as that of their pTotcdorsfJiath in- 
creafed. Thefc foreigners have gradually formed a popu- 
lation of two thoufand three hundred and fourfeore free 
perfons, and of eight hundred flaves, diftributed in fix vil- 
lages, five of which arc frtoated upon the eaftern border of 
^e river. 

Unfortunately, moft of thefe people have entertained a 
pafGon for running about the woods to buy up the peltries, 
or have indulged themfelves with remaining in their warc- 
boufes, waiting till the favages brought them the produce 
©f their chafe. They would have worked more ufcfuUy 
for themfelves, for the colony, and for France, had they 
digged the excellent foil upon which chance had placed 
them ; and had they required of it the fcveral kinds of corn 
produced in the Old World, which Louifiana hath been 
obliged to draw from Europe, or from North America* 
But how much hath the Cettlemcnt formed by the French 
in the country of the Illinois, and how much have their 
other fcttlements, fallen fhort of this profperity ? 

Never did the colony, in its greateft fpleridour, reckoft 
more than feven thoufand negroes, exclufive of the troops, 
the number of which varied from three hundred to two 
thoufand men. This feeble population was feattered along 
the borders of the Miffiffippi, throughout a fpace of five 
hundred leagues ; and was defended by a few finall forts, 
fituated an immenfe drftance from each other, Neverthe- 
lefs, thefe men were not defeended from that feum of Eu- 
rope which France had, as it were, vomited forth into the 
New World at the time of Eaw*s fyftem. All thofe mi- 
ferable men had perifhed without leaving any ilTue. The 
colonilts were robult men, arrived from Canada, or dif- 
^ banded foldiers, who had fenfibly preferred the labours of 
agriculture to a life of idlenefs, in which prejudice 
pride had confirmed them. Every inhabitant received from 
government a fuitable piece of ground, with feed to fow it, 
a gun, an ax, a mattock, a cow and a calf, a cock and fix 
bens, with a plentiful fupply of wholefomc provifions for 
three years. Some officers, and feme rich men, had form- 
ed confiderable plantations, which occupied eight thoufand 
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This colony fen t to France fborlcorc tfioofend weight of 
indigo, fome hides, and much peltry. It fent to the idaiu^ 
tSiliow, fmoked meats, pulfe, rice, make, pitch, tar, and 
timber for fhips and for houfe-building. Thefe fcreral ar- 
ticles colle6tcd, might be worth 2,000,000 of livres 
[83,3331. 6e. 8d.] ' This fum was paid for in European 
merchandize, and in the productions of the Eaft-Iiidie^. 
The colony even received more than it gave, and derived 
this fingular advantage from the expences of fovercignty. 

The public expences were always too confiderablc at 
Louifiana. They often exceeded, even in -times of full 
peace, the whole produce of the fettlement. Perhaps the 
agents of government would have been more circumfpeCl 
had the bufinefs been tranfaCled with money. - The unfor-* 
tunate facility of paying everything with bills, which were 
not to d)e dilchargcd till their arrival in the mother coun* 
try, rendered them generally lavifh, and fome of them were 
even di/honeil. For their own private emoluments, they 
ordered the conftruClion of forts, which were of no kind 
of life, and which cod twenty times more than they ought 
to have done. They multiplied, without reafon, as with* 
out meafure, the annual prefents which the court of Ver- 
failles were aceuftomed to fend to the favage tribes, . 

The exjKjrts and imports of Louifiana were not carried 
on upon fhips belonging to itfelf ; for it had never thought 
of having one fingle vefTel. Sometimes it received fome 
feeble embarkations from the ports of France, and fometimes 
large boats from the fugar iflands. . But mod frequently, 
fhips difpatchcd from the mother country to St. Domingo, 
left part of their cargo in this rich fettlement ; and after 
having fold the red it in the Miflidippf, ufed to load 
themfelves, on their return to it, with every thing that 
might be wanted at St. Domingo, or which might be fuit- 
able to the mother country. 

m 

Louisiana, which nature feemed to France might 
invite to a great degree of profperity, have derived 
would undoubtedly have attained to it, if great advan-^ 
government had had the prudence to at- tages from 
tejnd to the wifhes of the French proteft- iftana» 
ants, who had taken refuge in the colo- 
nics fettled by the Englifh to the north of the New World* - 
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Under the moft brilliant reign, and at the moft fortunate 
period of that reign, three hundred thoufand calvinift fa- 
milies were enjoying peaceably in .l*rance the rights of men 
and of citizens ; rights which had been confirmed to them 
by the famous edi61, which had quieted fo many troubles, 
and put an end to fo pfiany calamities, the edi6t of Nantes. 
Louis XIV, the terror or his neighbours, and the idol of 
his fubjeds, had neither enemies to fear without, nor rebels 
within, his provinces. The proteftants, quiet from motives 
of duty as well as intereft, thought of nothing but ferv- 
ing the flate, and of contributing towards its power and 
its glory. They were placed at the head of fevcral new 
xnanufaCTurcs ; and being difperfed in the maritime coun- 
tries, a navy, which was formidable in its infancy, derived 
its principal ftrength from them. Where an eafy and de- 
cent competency prevails, the fruit of labour and^ induf- 
try, there wc generally meet with good morals. Tne pro- 
teftants, in particular, v^ere Aiftinguifhed by them, becaufe 
they were the leaft numerous and moft laborious of the 
fubjeds, and becaufe they had to juftify their faith by 
their virtues. 

Every thing, I fay again, was quiet in the interior part 
of the kingdom ; but facerdotal pride and pharifaical am- 
bition were not fo. The clergy of France, Rome, and 
the jefuits, were continually importuning the throne with 
their fcandalous remonftrances. It was reprefented, that 
Frenchmen who did not humble themfelves before a con- 
feffor ; who faw nothing but bread in the confecrated hoft ; 
who never faid mafs ; who never brought any offering to 
the altar ; who married their coufins without purchafing 
difpenfations ; it was reprefented, that fuch Frenchmen 
could not love their country nor their fovercign. It was 
faid, that they w^ere in fad nothing more than traitors and 
hypocrites ; w'ho, in order to Ibake off the yoke of obe- 
dience, waited only for a favourable circumftance, 
fooncr or later they would find forne opportunity to ex- 
cite. 

When impofture (hall awaken the apprehenfions of the 
fovercign, with refped to the fidelity of his fubjeds, it is 
difficult to prevent its being liftened to with attention, 
Neverthelefs, w^e Iball venture to aik, whether Louis XIV 
was excufable, when he feemed not to know how much 
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his protcftant fubjefts w^re ufeful to him ? We fhall ven- 
ture to afk, if he could fcrioufly believe that they would 
become more fo when they were turned catholics ; and if 
the toleration of a matter, fo powerful and fo abfolute, 
could ever bring on any of thole difagreeable confcquences 
with which he was inceffantly threatened ? The proteftants 
had been feditious, it is true ; but tliey been perfecut- 
ed, and had been made, alternately with catholics, the 
fport of the turbulent ambition of the great. The idea of 
fo much blood fpilt in the preceding reigns, (hould it not 
have made him apprebenttve of fliedcfing more ? Paft evenU 
fhould have taught him, that a king hath no power over 
religious opinions ; that the confciences of men are not to 
be compelled ; that fortune, life, and dignities, are nothing 
in comparifon of eternal punilhments ; and that if it be 
right in a country, where only one form of worfhip is ob- 
ferved, to forbid accefs to any foreign fuperftition, yet 
power will never exclude that which is already ettablifhed 
there ; Louis XIV experienced this. You monarchs, who 
are intrufted with the care of governing men, make it your 
bufinefs to be acquainted with them. Study their pampns, 
in order that you may govern them by their paflions. 
Know that a prince who fays to his fubje^s, your religion 
difpleafes me, it is my pleafure that you fhould renounce 
ic, has nothing to do but to raife the gallows, and to pre- 
pare the wheel, and let his executioners hold themfelves in 
readinefs. 

Louis XIV, intrufted with the execution of his projc<5t, 
which was impious in religion and abfurd in policy, two 
minifters as impetuous as himfelf ; two men who hated the 
proteftants, becaufe Colbert had employecLthcm. One of 
thefe was Le 7'ellier, a harfh and fanatic man ; the other 
Louvois, a cruel and fanguinary minifter ; he who gave it 
as his opinion, that all Holland ttiould be funk under water, 
and who afterwards caufed the Palatinate to be reduced to 
allies. Immediately, on the flighteft pretence, the churches 
of the calvinitts are Ihut up ; they themfelves are ex- 
cluded from every ofhee in the public revenue ; they can- 
not be admitted into any corporation ; their clergy are 
fubjedted to taxation ; their mayors are deprived of nobili- 
' ty ; the legacies left to their confiftorics are applied to hof- 
pitals ; the olScers of the king’s houfehold, the fecretarics 
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of the kfng, the notane«, the counfellow, and th€ attor- 
have ord^ra to quit their fundfions, or to renounce 
their faith. Thefc a6ts of violence are fucceedcd by abfur- 
dity. A declaration of council, in the year i6Si, author- 
ises children of feven years of age to renounce -their faith. 
Children of feven years of age who have a faith, who have 
a civil will, and who enter into public engagements ! Thus 
it is that tl« fovereign and the prieft can equally make child- 
ren of men, and men of children ! 

But it became neceflary to withdraw children from the 
authority of their parents ; for which purpofe force was 
employed. Soldiers were appointed to carry them off from 
their paternal dwelling, and took poffcflion of it in their 
flead. The cry of defolation refounded from one end of 
the kingdom to the other. The people began to think of 
removing at a diftance from the oppreflbr. Whole fami- 
lies deferted ; their houfes were converted into guard- 
rooms. The powers that were the rivals of France offer- 
ed them an afylum. Amfterdam was enlarged with a mul- 
titude of houfes prepared for their reception. The pro- 
vinces were depopulated. The government beheld thefc 
emigrations, and were difturbed. The punifhmcnt of the 
gallies was decreed againft the fugitive artifan and the failor. 
All thefe paffages were clofed. Nothing was forgotten 
that could polTibly enhance the merit of the facrifice j and 
more than live hundred thoufand ufeful citizens made their 
cfcape, at the rifk of receiving in their way the crown of 
martyrdom. 

It was in 1685, in the midft of thefc horrors, that the 
fatal revocation ^ the edidl of Nantes appeared. The cler- 
gy who were Heady in their opinions were ordered to quit 
the kingdom within a fortnight, on pain of death. Child- 
ren were torn from the arms of their fathers and mothers. 
And thefe horrible a6ls were authorifed by a fet of diliber- 
ate men ; by an aflembly of grave perfons ; by a fupr^e 
court ! They were fathers, and yet they did not fhudder 
while they gave orders for the infringement of the moft fa- 
cred laws of nature ! 

In the meanwhile, the minds of men were indamed. 
The proteftants alTemblcd ; they were attacked ; they (k- 
fended themfelves, and dragoons were fent againll them. 
And now the hamlets, the villages, the fields, the high- 
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ways, and the gates of the cities, were planted with 
folds, and drenched with blood. The intendants of the 
provinces vied with each other in cruelty. Some minifters 
venturing to preach and to write, Were feized upon, and 
put to death. The prifons were foon incapable of holding 
the number of the pcrfecuted ; and it was the will of a 
fingle man that could make fo many perfons unfortunate ! 
At his word, all the civil and moral ties were broken \ 
At his word, a ihoufand citizens, revered for their virtues, 
their dignities, and their talents, were devoted to death and 
to infamy 1 O ye people I ye herd of weak and mean men ♦ 

And thou, blind tyrant ! becaufe thy priefte have not 
the art of perfuafion to make their arguments vidlorious ; 
becaufe they cannot efface from the minds of thofe innocent 
men the profound traces which education had engraved in 
them ; becaufe thefe men will neither be bafe, nor hypocri* 
tical, nor infamous ; becaufe they choofe rather to obey 
their God than to obey thee, mull tliou deprive them of 
their property, put chains upon them, burn them, hang 
them up, and drag their carcafes upon a hurdle > When 
thou withdraweft thy prote^ion from them, becaufe they 
do not think as thou doft, why fhould they not withdraw 
their obedience from thee, becaufe thou thinkeft different** 
ly from them ? It is thou who doll break the compadl. 

The churches of the protellants were deftroyed. Their 
rninillers were either put to death, or they fled. But this 
did not put a flop to the defertion of the perfecuted per- 
fons. What Heps were therefore to be taken to prevent 
it ? It was imagined that flight would be lefs frequent 
when the gates were laid c^en. This proved to be a mif* 
take ; and after the paffages had been opened, they were 
fhut again a fccond time* with as little fuccefs as at firfl. 

The dreadful wound which fanatieifm then inflidled oa 
the nation hath continued bleeding down to our days, and 
wijj Hill remain open. Armies deftroyed are recruited; 
provinces that are invaded are recovered ; but the cmigrat* 
tion of ufeful men, who convey to foreign nations their ia 
duftry and their talents, and raife them at once to a level with 
the nation which they have quitted, is an evil which cannot 
be'rcmedied. The citizen of the world, whofe compre- 
/ licalivc mind embraces the intcreft of all the human race. 
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unll jperbaps be comforted on this occahon ; but the true 
patriot will never ceafc to deplore the event. 

This patriot is the man vrho at this inllant addreffes him- 
felf to kings in the following terms ; ‘‘ Rulers of the world, 
“ when a man, under the name of pricft, fhall contrive 
** to connect his interefts with the pretended interefts of a 
•‘ God ; when his fufpicious hatred can induce him to make 
•• ufe of the name of that God, whom he will not fail to 
•• reprefcnt as jealous and cruel, in order to execite pcrfe- 
•• cution againft the man who ihall not think as he does ; 
“ or, to fpeak with greater prccifion, who lhall not think 
“ as the prieft would have him think ; woe to you and 
“ to your fubiefls, if you fhould liften to fuch infinua- 
“ tions 

In the meanwhile, the French preteftants, fcattered over 
the fcveral parts of the globe, were everywhere turning 
their forrowful looks towards their former country. Thole 
who had found an afylum in the northern part of America, 
defpairing ever to be able to revifit their former habitations, 
wifhed at leaft to be conneded with the amiable nation 
from which tyranny had feparated them. They offered to 
convey their indullry and their capitals to Louifiana, pro- 
vided they might be allowed to follow their mode of wor- 
fhip there. Unfortunately for the ttatc, the fuperftition 
of Louis XIV, and the weaknefs of the regent, occafion- 
ed thefe propofals to be reje^led. 

Nrverthclefs, what analogy is there between the tenets 
of religion and the fpeculations of the miniftry ? Not more, 
it fliould feem, than there is between the preferiptions of 
the phyfician and the do<Strine he profeffes. Hath the pa- 
tient ever thought of afleing his phyfician whether he went 
to church or to meeting ? whether he believed in God or 
not ? Rulers of the earth, he who caufes the fun indiferimi- 
nately to fhine on orthodox or on heretic regions ; he who 
fuffers his fertile dew to fall equally on their fields ; dotl]^ he 
not declare to you, with fufficient evidence and energy, how 
much it ought to be indifferent to-you by what men they 
are peopled, and by what hands they are cultivated ? It 
is yours to protedt them ; it is yours to animate their la- 
bours ; it is yours to encourage their induftry and their Vir- 
tues. It is the part of God to fearch.into their hearts^ 
and to judge them. Doth he render the mothers of the 
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calvinifts barren i Or doth he ilifle the child in the womb 
of the lutheran women when they are pregnant ? How 
therefore, do ye dare to condemn to exile, to death* or to 
mifery wotfe than thefe, that being, whom the Soverci^ 
of all Sovereigns, your Father, and theirs, permits to live 
and to profper ? Becaufe mafs hath not been performed, Or 
vefpers fung at Louihana, have the productions of the foil 
been lefs plentiful, lefs valuable, and lefs ufeful ? Had the 
country been peopled with orthodox perfons, and that feme 
reafon of ftate had induced you attempt the conqueft of it, 
you would have put them all to the iword without hefita- 
tion ; and yet yOu fcruple to intruli the culture of them to 
heretics. With what ft range madnefs are you affeCled ? 
A conformity of worftiip puts no ftop to your ferociouf* 
nefs, and a difference of worftiip excites it. Is it then con- 
fiftent with the dignity of the chief of the ftate, to regu- 
late his conduCI by the fanatic fpirit and narrow views of 
the direClor of a religious feminary ? Is it conliftent with 
his wifdom, to admit among the number of his fubjeCls 
none but the ftaves of his priefts ? I ihould not be in the leaft 
furprifed, after having determined an old pufillanimous mo- 
narch humbled by a long feries of calamities, to complete 
them all by the revocation of a falutary edift, that the fu- 
perftitious and hypocritical men who furrounded him fhould 
have led him on, from one circumftance to another, to 
jcCt the advantageous propofals of the religious people in 
the New World ; but that confiderations, which may be 
called monaftic, fhould have had the fame influence over 
the enlightened prince who held the reins of the empire af- 
ter the old monarch, and who certainly never was accufed 
of bigotry, is a circumftance which I cannot explain. 

Independently of this fatal fyftcm, Louifiana would not 
probably have languifhed for fo long a time, had it not 
been for an original error adopted, of granting lands in- 
difcriminately to every perfon who applied for tliem, and 
in the manner in which hedefired them. Immenfe deferts 
would not then have feparated the colonifts from each 
other. Being brought near to a common centre, they 
would have auifted each other, and would have enjoyed all 
^ tfie advantages of a well regulated fociety. As population 
increafed, the lands would have been cleared to a greater 
extent. Inftead of a few hordes of favages, we fhould 
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have ften a nfing colony, which might in time have become 
a powerful nation, and procured infinite advantages to 
France. 

The French, who annujdly purchafe from eighteen to 
twenty millions weight of tobacco, might have encourag- 
ed the cultivation of it in Louifiana, and might have drawn 
from that fettlement a fufficient quantity of it for their 
own confumption. Such were the hopes that government 
entertained, when they ordered all the tobacco plants in 
France to be r#otcd up. Convinced that the lands in 
their provinces were adapted to more important and richer 
cultures, they thought it would be advantageous both to 
the mother country and the colony, to fecure to this infant 
fettlement a market for that produdlion which required the 
Icaft capital, the leaft time and experience. When Law, 
the proje6lor of this undertaking, fell into diferedit, this 
feheme, the advantages of which were' fo evident, was for- 
gotten, and fhared the fame fate as thofe which were mere- 
ly the offspring of a difordered imagination. The blindnefs 
of the miniftry was kept up by the private interefts of the 
agents of the treafury ; and this is not one of the leaft mif- 
chiefs the finance has done to the monarchy. 

The wealth which tobacco would have procured to the 
colony, would have made it fenfible of the advantages that 
might be derived from the fpacious and beautiful meadows 
with which that country abounds. They would foon have 
been covered with numerous herds, whofe hides would have 
prevented the mother country from purchafing any from 
other nations, and whofe flefh, when prepared and faked, 
would have been difpofed of in the ifknds, inftead of fo- 
reign beef. Horfes and mules, multiplying in the fame 
proportion, would have freed the French colonies from the 
dependence they have always had upon the Englifh and 
Spaniards for this neceffary article. 

As foon as the colonifts had begun to exert themfelv<k5, 
they would have proceeded from one branch of induftry to 
another. They could not poffibly avoid building fhips ; for 
the country was covered with wood fit for the hull, and 
the fir-trees, that grew in great plenty along the coaft 
would have afforded mafts and tar. There was no want ^ ^ 
oak for the planks, and if there had been, it might have 
been fupplied by cyprefs, which it lefs apt to fplit, bend. 
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or break, an4 the a<14itional thicknefs of which might have 
compcnfated for ks want of ftrcngth and hardncfs. They 
might eafily have growti hemp for the fails and rigging. 
Nothing, perhaps, need have been imported but iron ; and 
it is even more than probable that thei'C are iron mines in 
Louifiana. 

The forefts being thus cleared without any expence, and 
even with advantage, would have left the foil fit for the 
culture of corn and indigo. The produ£fion of filk might 
even have been undertaken with fuccefs, when once the 
colony had been fufficiently populous to attend to an em- 
ploymcnt, which the mildnefs of the climate, the number 
of mulberry trees, and fome fuccefsful trials, had conftant-^ 
ly invited them to. In a word, what might not have been 
txpefted from a country, where the air is temperate, and 
the foil even, frefh, and fertile ; and which, properly fpeak^ 
ing, had never been inhabited, but traverfed carclcfsly by 
vagabonds equally deftitute of fkill and condudl ? 

Had Louifiana attained to that degree of perfection it 
was capable of, its harbour would foon have been made 
more cafy of accefs. This might perhaps have been effeCt* 
cd, by (lopping up all the fmall pafles with the floating trees 
wafhed down by the waters ; and by collecting the tvholc 
force of the ftream in one fingle channel. If the foftftcfi 
of the foil, the rapidity of the river, or the ebbing of the 
fca, had oppofed infurmountable obftacles to this projeCt, 
genius might have found fome refources againif them. 
Every art, and every ufcfol improvement, would have fuci» 
ceffively appeared to form a flourifinng and vigorous colo* 
ny in that fpacious plain of America. 

This profpeCt, which had never been fecn but at a dif- 
tance, feemed to be drawing near at the lad peace. The 
inhabitants, to whom the treafury owed feven millions 
of livrea [291,666!. 13s. 4d.3 moftly acquired by crimi- 
nal jiaanoeuvres, defpairing of ever obtaining the payment 
of this difhoneft debt, or being only able to Batter ihem- 
felves that they fhould obtain it at a diftant period, and ia 
part only, turned their attention to fome important cul- 
tures with fuccefs. Their trade was increafed with part of 
tbr^cltry trade, which had formerly belonged to Canada. 
The French iflands, the wants of which were continually 
increafing, while their refources wtte diminifhing, requried 
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of them more wood, and more articles of fubfiftencc. The 
fradulent connexions with Mexico, which the war had irf- 
terrupted, were renewed. The traders of the mother 
country, excluded from forae of the markets they had fre- 
quented, failed towards the Miffiflippi, the borders of 
which, too long negledtcd, were at length going to be in- 
habited. Already had two hundred Acadian families fix- 
ed there ; and the unfortunate remains of that nation, dif-» 
perfed among the Englifh fettlements, were preparing to 
follow them. The fame difpofitions were obferved in fc- 
Ycral colonifts of St. Vincents and Grenada, dilTatisficd 
with their new matters. Twelve or fifteen hundred Cana- 
dians had already begun their march to Louifiana, and 
were to be followed by many more. There arc even ftrong 
reafons to think, that feveral catholics "were preparing to 
quit the Brititti pofifeilions, in order to go into this fpa- 
eious and beautiful country. 

The French Such was the ftatc of things, when 

n^iry cede Lou* the court of Vcrfailles announced to the 
tfiana to Spain. inhabitants of Louifiana, on the 2itt of 
April 1 764, that by a fecret treaty made 
the 3d of November 1762, the property of this ifland bad 
been given up to the court of Madrid. The languid Hate 
of the colony, the obftaclcs which prevented its improve- 
ment, the impoffibility of putting it in a lituation to refift 
the whole force of the enemy united upon the frontier ; 
thefe confiderations mutt eafilyhavc determined the French 
miniftry to this ceffion, apparently fo confiderable. But 
what motive could induce Spain to accept of it ? Would 
it not have been better for them to facrifice Florida with- 
out any indcmnificatron, for the reftoration of public ttan* 
quillity, than to receive in exchange a poflellion which it 
was impoffible for them to defend ? If it were a barrier 
againft the enterprifes which an arnbitious, aAive,. and 
powerful, nation might form againft Mexico, was it not for 
the intcrett of Spain that a faithful ally fhould fuftain the 
firft (hock, which would warn them of the ftorm, and 
might perhaps give them time to diflipate it ? 

. But in whatever manner this event may be confidered in 
a political view, will it not be looked upon as an offence 
againft morality, thus to have fold or given away the mem- 
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bera of the community to a foreign power ? For what 
right has a prince to difpofc of his fubje6t8 without their 
confent ? 

What becomes of the rights of the- people, if all is due 
from the nation to the prince, and nothing from the prince 
to the nation ? Arc there then no rights but thofe of princes ? 
Thefc pretend to derive their power from God alone. 
This maxim, which is invented by the clergy, only with a 
defign of railing kings above the people, that they them- 
felves may command even kings in the name of the Deity, 
is no more than an iron thain, to bind a whole nation un- 
der the power of one man. It is no longer a mutual tie of 
love and virtue, of intereft and fidelity, that gives to one 
family the rule in the midfl of a focicty. 

But why (hould the fovereign authority wifh to conceal 
its being derived from men ; fcngs are fufficicntly inform- 
ed by nature, experience, hiftory, and their own confeiouf- 
nefs, that it is -of the people they hold all they poflefs, 
whether conquered by arms, or acquired by treaty. As 
they receive from tUe people all the marks of obedience, 

‘ why fhould they refufe to accept from them all the rights 
of authority > Nothing is to be apprehended from volun- 
tary fubmifiion, nor is any thing to be attained by the abuie 
of ufurped power. It can only be fupported by violence t 
and is it pofliblc that a prince can be happy who commands 
only by force, and is o^yed only through fear ? He can- 
not fit eafy upon his throne, when he cannot reign with- 
out alTerting that he holds his crown from God alone. 
Every man may truly affirm, that he bolds from God, his 
life, his liberty, the unalienable right of being governed 
only tw reafon and juftice. The welfare, then, and fecu- 
rity \af® tbe people, is the fupreme law on which all others 
depend. This is, undoubtedly, the real fundamental law 
of all fociety. It is by this we muft interpret every parti- 
cuiar law which muft be derived from this principle, and 
ferve to explain and fupport it. 

If we apply this rule to the treaties of divifion and cef- 
fion which kings make between themfclves, will it appear 
that they have the right of buying, felling, or exchang- 
ing their fubje£l:8, without their confent ? Shall princes 
then arrogate to themfelves the barbarous right of alienat- 
ing or jnortgaging their provinces and their fubjedts as they 
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would their efFcfts or eftates ; while the fupplies granted 
for the fnpport of their houfe, the fotefts of their domain, 
the jewels of their crown, are all facred unalienable ef- 
fe6f8, which we muft never have recourfc to, evt-n in the 

rood prefling exigencies of the ftate ? Methinks I hear 

the voice of a nunfierous colony exclaiming from America,, 
and addrefling the mother country in the following terms : 

What have I done to thee, that thou Ihouldil deliver 
** me up into the hands of a ftrangcr I Did I not fpn'iig 
** from thy loins ? Have I not fown, planted, cultivated, 
and reaped, for thee alone ? When thy (hips conveyed me 
** to thefe Ihores, fo different from thy own happy climate, - 
** didll thou not engage for ever to protect me with thy 
** fleets and armies ? Have I not fought in fupport of thy 
** rights, and defended the country thou gaveli me ? After 
having fertilized it by my labour, have I not maintained 
" it for thee at the expence of my blood ? Thy children 
** were my parents or my b/cthren ; thy laws iny boafl, and 
^ thy natiTe my pride ; that name which I have driven to ren- 
** der illuftrioufi among nations to whom it was uaknpwn.* 

** I have procured thee friends and allies among the favag*» 

<< C8, I flattered myfelf with the thought that I might 
** one day come in competition with thy rivals, and be the 
‘‘ terror of thine enemies. But thou haft forfaken me. 

** Thou haft bound me without my confent, by a treaty, 

** the very concealment of which was a treachery. Un- 
** feeling, ungrateful parent, how couldft thou break, in 
oppolition to the di<date8 of nature, the ties by which I 
** was attached to thee, even from my birth ? While with 
iiiceflant and painful toil I was reftoring to thee the tri- 
bute of nourifhment and fubftftcnce I had received from 
thee, I wifhed for no other comfort than that of living 
and dying under thy law. That comfort thou haft re- 
** fufed me. Thou hail torn me from my family, to de- 
** liver me up to a mailer whom I did not approve. ^Re- 
ftore my parent to me ; reftorc me to him whofe name I 
“ have been ufed to call upon from my earlieft infancy. It 
is in thy power to make me fubmit, againft my will, to 
a yoke which I abhor ; but this fubmiflion will only be 
** temporary. I ftiall languifli and perifli with grief 
^wcaknefs ; or if I (hould recover life and vigour, it wi&S, 
« only be to withdraw myfelf from connedions I deleft ; 
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though I (hould even be compelled to deliver myfelf up 
“ to thy enemies/' 

This averfion which the inhabitants of Condud of the 
Lauifiana had to the Spanifh govern- Spaniards af 
ment, did not alter the arrangements made Loujjiatia* 
between the courts of Madrid and Ver- 
failles. On the 28th February, 1766, M. Ulloa arrived in 
the colony with Spaniards. According to the 

^fual form, he ought to have taken poffeflion immediately 
-on his landing. But this was not the cafe : the orders ftill 
continued to be given out in the name of the king of France ; 
-the French magiibates Hill aded in that capacity, and the 
"troops Hill continued to do the duties of the fervice under 
French banners ; the perfon who reprefented Lewis XV 
Hill retained the command. Thefe circumltances perfuad** 
ed the inhabitants, that Charles III, was caufing the coun- 
try to be examined ; and that he would, determine to jfc-* 
cept or rejcdl it, according as he flrould find it to the ad* 
vantage or difadvantage of his power. This examination 
was made by an officer who appeared to have no favourable 
opinion of the region which he had come to reconnoitre ; 
and it was natural to hope that he would put his maftcc 
out of conceit with it. 

This illufion was in general prevailing, when a law carac 
from Spain, to forbid Louifiana from carrying on any 
trading conne£lions with the markets where it had hither- 
to fold its produdfions. This fatal decree was accompa- 
nied, according to every teHimony, with intolerable baugh- 
tinefs, with odious monopolies, and with repeated a£l8 of 
arbitrary authority ; evils, which were the more oppreffive, 
as they appeared to be the work of the French commander, 
over whom Ulloa had acquired fuch an afeendant, as to 
make him the vile inHrument of all his caprices. Thefe ac- 
cufations were, perhaps, exaggerated. But the Spani- 
ards fhoulJ not have difdained to take every Hep which 
might have undeceived the prejudiced people, and ibfteried 
their irritated minds. 

This contemptuous behaviour, which was confidcrcd as 
the-greateft outrage, and as the iitmoH Hretch of tyranny, 
y^^ove the people to defpair. An infallible way of acquin- 
ing happinefs and tranquillity prefented itfelf to them. 
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icy had only to go acrofs the river to attain it. The 
En^lifh government folicited them to accept an excellent 
temtory, together with every kind of encouragement for 
the culture of it, and all the prerogatives of liberty ; but 
they were attached to their country by a facred and belov- 
ed tie. They chofc rather to petition the council, that 
UUoa fhould be obliged to retire ; and fince he had defer- 
red till then to take poffeflion, that he ihould not be al- 
lowed to do it, till the court of Verfailles had heard the 
reprefentations of the colony. On the 28th 06 lobcr 1766, 
the tribunal pronounced the decree which was required, 
and the Spaniards quietly reimbarked upon the frigate 
which had brought them there. There was not the lead 
tumult, or indecent adl committed in New Orleans, dur- 
ing the three days that this crifis lafted. When it was^at 
an end, the inhabitants of the city, and thofe of Lower 
Xiouifiana, who had united their refentments, in order to 
bring about the revolution, re-affumed their labonrs with 
the comfortable hopes that their condu6l would be approv* 
ed by the court of France. 

The fuccefs did not anfwer their expectation. The de- 
puties of the colony did not arrive in Europe till fix weeks 
after Ulloa ; and they found that the miniftry of Verfailles 
were either exceedingly difpleafed with what had paffed, 
or at leaft affeCted to be fo. Thefe difpofitions were open- 
ly cenfured by the French nation, who confidered the co- 
lonifls of Louifiana in no other light than as a generous fet 
of men, whofc only crime was an unlimited attachment to 
their mother country. A clamour fo unanimous and fo 
powerful was excited in their favour, that the government 
could not decently refufe to fhew fonic concern for thefe 
unfortunate people. This tardy compaffion was of no ef- 
feft. The court of Madrid who had forefeen it, had cauf- 
ed M. Orelly to fet out with fpeed for the ifland of Cuba. 
From thence this commander took three thoufand of 
regular troops or of militia, which he embarked upon 
twenty-five tianfports ; and on the 25th of July 1769, he 
hoifted his flag at the mouth of the Miffiffippi. 

Upon this intelligence, the minds of all men were in- 
cenfed with inexprefliblc rage againft a mother couht^ 
which made a free facrifice of an affeClionate colony, an^ 
againft a power which pretended to reign over a people 
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who rgcAed their inhuman yoke. Steps were taken to 
prevent the landing of the troops, and to burn the /hips 
which conveyed them. Nothing was more eafy, if we may 
credit thofe who were well acquainted with the fituation of 
the place. The confcqucnces of this bold refolution were 
not fo dangerous as they might appear at firft fight. The 
inhabitants of Louifiana might hope to form an indepen- 
dent republic. Should Spain and France attack them with 
too great a force, they might put themfelves under the 
protedtion of England ; and fhould Great Britain find it- 
felf in a fituation that would not allow her to grant them 
her fupport, their laft rcfource would have been to pafs 
over to the eaftern fhore of the river, with their flaves, 
their flocks, and their moveables. 

Terrible events were expefted^ when the promifes of the 
Spanifli general, the fupplications of Aubry, that weak 
French comrriander, whoie imbecility had occafioned the 
lofs of every thing, and the vehement fpeeches of an elo- 
quent magiftrate, quieted the ferment. No man impeded 
the progrefs of thejmall fleet which arrived before New 
Orleans on the lythlof Auguft. The next day all the 
citizens were freed from the allegiance which they owed ta 
their firft country. Pofleflion was taken of the colony in 
the name of its new mafter ; and the following days, thofe 
of the inhabitants who confented to fubmit to the Caftilian 
yoke took the oaths of allegiance. 

Every thing was now completed, except revenge. Vic- 
tims were required. Twelve were chofen out from among 
the moft diftingui/hed perfons in the army, the magiftracy, 
and trade. Six of tlicfe generous men atoned with their 
blood for the confideration which they enjoyed. The 
others, perhaps more unfortunate, were fent to languilh 
out their lives in the dungeons of the Havannah ; and this 
horrible tragedy was ordered by the Spani/h miniftry, 
while the French miniftry (hewed no indignation at it ! 

IiThuman and cruel mafters, who will be inclined to be- 
long to you ?j| Who will be tempted to be called your 
fubje£ls ? By whom will you be ferved, fince you diipofe 
of your colonifts, and cede them without their confent, in 
oppofition to the laws of nature, and to the rights of man- 
^t^d, as you would difpofe of a herd of cattle ? And if 
they had come out againft you, armed with torches in one 
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hand, and daggers in the other ; if they had burnt the 
(hips of the Spaniards ; if they had ailafiSnated the perfon 
who was charged with the orders of the court of Madrid ; 
what mortal would be £o vile as to blame them for it ? 
Would the French government have had a right to be 
offended at art infurrc^lipn, the violence of which would 
only have been proportionate to the attachment profeffed 
for themfelvcs? Would not the Spanifh government have 
received the chaftifement they deferved ? But the colo- 
nifts remained quiet ; they fubmitted with refignation to 
the new yoke that was impofed. upon them ; they ftifled 
their inward murmurs^ and took the oath of allegiance that 
was required of them. Barbarous, fangulnary, and per«^ 
fidious, Spaniards f they fwore to be faithful to you, and 
at that very inftant you were marking out from among 
them the lirft victims of your authority. Stupid and bafe 
colonies, where do you conceal yourfelves? What out- 
rages are you fubmitting to ? Your friends, your rela- 
tions, your chiefs, your defenders, the objeds of your af- 
£e<5lion and of your veneration, are <i^agging to the fcaf- 
fold, and are going to be plunged into obfeure dungeons ; 
and you remain motionlefs ! At what period then, and 
for what reafon, will you expofe yourfelves to death ? 
Learn, at Icaft, to know the power under whofe authority 
you are to live. Vile rabble, come and learn the fate that 
awaits you, by that of citizens who are better than your- 
fclves. 

ThoCc of the inhabitants who had been drawn to the co- 
lony by the interells of their commercial affairs, terrified 
with thefc atrocious a^ls,* carried their adlivity elfewhcre, 
Defpair made feveral proprietors of rich plantations forfake 
them. The remainder lived in mifery and oppreflion. 
Thefe unfortunate people would have had no market for 
their produClions, nor any means of procuring the com- 
mon neceffaries of life, had it not been for fome clandef- 
tine connedfions which they carried on with the Englifh, 
who trade on the Miffiffippi, one of the two Ihores of 
which they poffefs and enrich. Their deftiny muft iq 
time become rather lefs difagreeable, becaufe the comn>u- 
ideation between Spain and her colonies is freed from many 
fhackles, and>becaure the French iflands have had the li- 
berty granted them of obtaining from that great province. 
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iipon their own (hips, wood, and fiibfiftence. The court 
of Madrid, however, hath fo many more important con- 
cerns in the New Hemifphcrc, that it may be foretold 
they will never attend ferioufly to the profperky of 
LrOuHTiana, 

Biut^ can the wretched fituation of thefe colonifts, who 
have fuffered their fellow-citizens to be maflacred, excite 
any great degree of compaflion ? Is not their mifery a jaft 
punilhmcnt, which they have deferved ? Doth not their 
confcience, that fevere judge of all our obligations, in- 
celTantly reproach them in the following terms ; “ You had 
honcll and virtuous magiftrates, whofc care was employed 
** all day in contributing to your happinefs, and in watch- 
ing over your fafety in the night, and over your interefts 
■“ during the whole year : you had among you fellow- 
citizens, who loved and who fuccoured you ; and mod 
‘‘ of them were attached to you by the moft facred tics, 
** They were cither your fathers, your brothers, or your 
“ children ; and you have quietly fuffered them to be led 
to the fcaffold, or loaded with chains. You walk with 
unfeeling Indifference over the ftones which they have 
** ftained with their blood ! You bow yourfelves down 
“ before their executioners, and obey their orders ! Your 
cowardice mufl be punifhed with the coward’s fate; 
and the punifhment mufl ftill continue, till the exertions 
of a noble refentment fhall juftify you to yourfelves and 
“ to U8,” 

Let us now fee what has been the fate of Canada, wdiich 
hath likewife changed its mother country. 

At the peace of Utrecht, this vad State of Canada 
country was in a date of w^eaknefs at^the peace of 
and mifery not to be conceived. This Utrecht, 
w'as owing to the French who firft 
came, there, and who rather threw themfelves into this 
country than fettled in it. Mod of them had done no- 
thing more than run about the woods ; the more fenfible 
among them had attempted fome cultures, but without 
choice or plan. A piece of ground, haftily tilled and 
builviipon, was as haftily forfa ken. The expenccs, how* 
evtr, the government had laid out, together with the pro* 
fits of the fur trade, afforded -at intervals to the inhabitants 
Vol, V, K 
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H tolerable fubfiftence ; but a feries of unfortunate wars 
foon deprived them of thefe advantages. In 17 14* the 
expprU from Canada did not exceed a hundred thou land 
crowns [12,500!.] This futn, added to 350,000 livres 
[14,583!. 68. 8d.] which the government lent over every 
ycAr, was all the colony had to depend upon, for the pay* 
ment of the goods they received from Europe. And, 
indeed, thefe were fo few, that the generality were reduced 
to wear /kins like the Indians. Such was the diilreisful 
fituation of the far greater part of twenty thoufand Frenchf 
fuppofed to inhabit thefe injmenfe.r^ ions, 

Population of The happy fpirit wlrich at that time 

fOanada* animated the feveral parts of the world 

roufed Canada from ti\at date of lethargy 
in which it had fo long been plunged. It appears from 
the ellimates taken in 1753 aud 1758, which were nearly 
equal, that tl^c inhabitants amounted to 91,000 fouls, ex- 
clufivc of the regular troops, v,’hofe numbers varied accord- 
ing to the different cxigencies.of the jcojony. 

This calculation did not include the many allies dif- 
perfed throughout an extent of 1,200 leagues in length, 
and of confiderajile breadth, nor the 1 6,000 Indians, who 
dwelt in the centre of the JFrench fettlements, or in their 
neighbourhood. None of thefe were ever confidered as 
fubjedls, though they lived in the midft of a great Europ- 
ean colony ; the fmallcft clans (till preferved their inde- 
pendence. All men talk of liberty, but the favage only 
enjoys it. Not only the whole nation, but every individual, 
is truly free. The confeioufnefs of his independence in- 
^ucnccs all his thoughts and adions. Jle would enter the 
palace, of an Afiatic monarch in the fanje manner as he 
■would the cottage of a peafant, and neither be dazzled 
with his fplenciour, nor aw:ed.by his power. It is his own 
fpecies, it is mankind, it is his equal, that he loves and 
refpetls ; but he would hate a rnafter, aud dtftroy him- 

Part of the French colony was centered in three cities. 
Quebec, the capital of Canada, is 1,500 leagues diftant 
from France, and 120 leagues from the fea. It is built 
in tbc form of an amphitbeatic, on a pcninfula, mAd^ by 
the river St. Lawrence and the river St. Charles^ and 
commands a profpedt over extenfive fields, which ferve to 
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enrich it, and aver a very fafe road that will admit upwards 
of two hundred {hips. It ia three miles in circumference* 
Two thirds of this circuit are defended by the water And 
the rocks, which arc a better fecurity than the fortifications 
ere<^fed on the ramparts that divide the peninfula. The 
houfes are tolerably well built. Tlie inhabitants were 
computed at about 10,000 at the beginning of the year 
a 759. This place was the centre of commerce, and. the 
feat of government. 

The city of the Trois Rivieres, built ten years later than 
<^cbec, and fituated thirty leagues higher, was railed with 
a view of encouraging the trade with the northern Indians. 
-But this fcttlement, though promifing at firft, never con- 
tained more than 1,500 inhabitants, bccaufe the fur trade 
was foon diverted from this market, and carried entirely to 
Montreal. 

Montreal is an ifiand, ten leagues long, and almoft four 
broad, formed by the river St. Lawrence, fixty leagues 
above Quebec. It is the moll temperate, pleafant, and 
fruitful/TTpot in all the country. A few huts thrown up 
there as it were -by chance in 1640, were improved to a 
regular built town, which contained four thoufand inhabit- 
ants. At fii ll it lay expofed to the infults of the favages ; 
hut was afterwards inclofed with flight pallifades, and then 
with a wall, conltrinflcd about fifteen feet high, with 
battlements. It fell to dccay^ when the inroads of the 
Iroquois obliged the French to ere6l forts higher up the 
country, to fecure the fur trade. 

The other colonills, who were not contained within the 
walls of thefe three cities, did not live in towns, but were 
feattered along the banks of the river ^t. Lawrence. None 
were to be feen near the mouth of that river, where the 
foil is uneven and ba^bn, and where no corn will ripen. 
The firll habitations to the foutli were built at fifty leagues, 
and Jo the north at twenty leagues, below Qjaebec ; they 
were at a great dillance from each other, and their produce 
was but indifferent. No very fertile fields were to be 
found but in the neighbourhood of i its capital, and they 
improved as one approached Montreal. There cannot be 
a ruble beautiful profpebl than the rich borders of that 
long and broad canal. Detached woods adding beauty to 
the .tops of the verdant mountains, meadows covered with 

K a 
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docks, fields crowned with ripening corn, fmall ft reams of 
water dowing down to the nVer, chiitcb^s and Caftles feen 
at intervals througit the trees, exhibited a fuccefllon of the 
tttoA mchanting views. This intercfting fcefte dki not 
extend fat beyond the rivet, and for the following reafon : 
when the French miniftry undertook to form a fettkment 
in Canada, they gave fomfc extent to thofe adive or unfor- 
tvmate men who were deftrous of fettling there. But as 
the cuftom obferved at Paris, which ordains that all the 
defcendants of the head of a family ftiall have an equal 
fhare in the inheritance, was introduced in the colony at 
the fame time, this domain was reduced to little or nothing 
by a number of fhares which were divided among a long 
fcries of generations. 

If the whole of the eftate had been feciired to the eldeft 
fon, as the public good required, the province would have 
taken another turn. The father, uiged to economy and 
labour by the defire of providing for his other children, 
would have required more lands, covered them with build- 
ings, flocks, and Cultures ; and upon thefe jdantations he 
would have pkcecflliis numerous pofttrrty. Tlie nrw pro- 
prietors would in their turn have followed this proper ex- 
ample of paternal affection ; and the whole colony would 
in time have been entirely peopled and cultivated. 

The advantages of this policy, which had efcaped the 
al*t?cntfon of the court of Verfailles, were at length perceiv- 
ed by them in 1745. They foibade the further drvifion of 
any plantation which fhould not have an acre and a half in 
front, and thirty or forty in depth. This regulation did 
Viot remedy the mifehiefs occafioned by two ages of igno- 
rance ; but it but a flop to an inconvenience, which in the 
end muft have deftroyed tire colony,^ 

This plan of inequality in the dS^ion of eftates will be 
conftdered by -the vulgar as a fyftem of inhumanity con- 
trary to the laws of nature ; but can there be any founda- 
tion for fuch a reproach ? Can a man who hath ended his 
career preferve any rights ? Doth he not lofc them all 
he ceafes to breathe ? When the Almighty deprives 
him of life, doth he not deprive him of every thing that 
had any relation to it ? Ought his laft will to have any 
influence over the generations which fuccced hhh ? Cer- 
tainly not. As long as he lived, he hath enjoyed with 
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rcjifoa the lands which he ciiltivated. At his death they 
belong to the firll perfon who fhall take pofieifion of them 
and cultivate them. This is the law of nature. If another 
order of things hath heea edablifhed throughout almoft 
ihc whole of tins globte> tlus is a nccefiary confequenoe of 
fecial inftwivtions.i Th^ir Iaws have detxDgatcd from thofe 
of nature, to Jeeure tranquillity, to encourage induftry, and 
to confirm hberty. The government will have a right Ut 
a<Sl as they have done, when they (hall tbink* it proper for 
tiie interells aad for the common happlnefs of the memb^erS' 
of the commvvnity, and • coaCequently in a more or lefs 
favourable nfianner to one individual or another. Among 
the feveral p/)fiiblc inftitutioiis rerpeeSling the inheriunce ol 
the citt»(.ui3 after their deceafe, there is one which would 
.perhaps meet with Come approbation. This is, that the 
c dates of the dcccafeci fhoidd return to the mafs of the 
public funds, to be employed firft towards the relief of the 
indigent, and after that, to reflore perpetually a kind of 
equality between the fortunes of individuals ; when thefi- 
two impOTtaiilt objc£ls had been fulfilled, the red (hovvld be 
appropriated to the rewarding of virtue and the cucomriig- 
iag of Ulenta. : 

But to return to Canada : there Nature herfclf dire61c.d 
the labours? of the huibandman, niul taught him that watery 
and fandy grounds, and thofe where the pine, the fiivlrce, 
and the cedar, grew falitary, were unfavourable to agri- 
culture ; but wherever he found a foil covered with maple,.- 
oak, beech, hornbeam, and fmall cherry, trees, he mig^ht 
reafonahly expetl an abundant crop of wlieat, rye, maize, 
barley, flax, hemp, tobacco, pulfe, and pot-^hcibe, in great 
plenty, and of all kind.s. 

Moil of the inhabitants'had a fcore of fheep, whofe wool 
was very valuable to them f ten or a dozen milch cows, and 
fiv^ or fix oxen for the plough.. The cattle were fmall, 
but their flefn was excellent ; and thefe people lived much, 
better than our country people do in Europe. 

With this kind of aiBucuce,. they could afford to keep 
a number of horfes f which were not line, but fit for 
drudgery, and able to perform journeys of amazing lengtli 
upon the fnow. And indeed the coloiiifls took inch de- 
light in increafing the breed of them, that in winter time 

K3 
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they would feed them with the corn which they themfclvcs 
wanted fometimes at another fcafon. 

Such was ttre fuuation of the ^'3,000 French, difperfed 
or colledled on the banks of the river St. Lawrence; 
Above the head of the river, and in what is called the 
Upper Country, there were 8,000 more, who were rather 
adduced to hunting and trade than to hulhandry. 

Their firft fcttlemcnt was Catarakui, or Fort Frontenao,. 
built in 1671, at the entrance of the kkc Ontario, to ftop 
the inroads of the Englifh and Iroquois. The bay of this 
place ferved as a harbour for the men of war and trading 
velTels belonging to this great klce, which might^with more 
propriety be called a fea, and where ftorms are almoft as 
frequent and as dreadful as on the ocean. 

Between the lakes Ontario and Erie, each of whick 
meafures three hundred leagues in circumference, lies a 
traA of land fourteen leagues in extent. This traft is 
jnterfe<fVcd towards the middle by the famous fall of Nia-^ 
gara, which from its height, breadth, and fhape, and from 
the quantity and impetuofity of its waters, is juftly account- 
ed the moft wonderful catara6l in the world. It was above 
this grand and awful waterfall that France had eredted forti- 
fications, with a defign to prevent the Indians from carry- 
ing their furs to the rival nation. 

Beyond the lake Erie is an extent nf land, diftliiguiflied 
by the name of the Streight, which exceeds all Canada 
for the mildnefs of the climate, the beauty and variety of 
' the landfcapes^ the 1 ichnefs of the foil, and the profufion 
of game and fifh. Nature has lavifhed all her bleflings 
to enrich this beautiful fpot. But this was not the 
motive that determined the French to fettle there in the 
beginning of the prefent century. It was the vicinity of 
fevcral Indian nations, who could fupply them with con- 
. fidcrahJe quantities of furs ; and, indeed, this trad^, in- 
creafed very fa ft. 

7 ’ll'' fuccefs of this new fettlement proved fatal to the 
poll of Michillimakinach, a hundred leagues further, be- 
iv\ccn the lake Michigan, the lake Huron, and the lake 
Superior, which are all three navigable. The greateft 
part of the trade wliich ufed to be carried on there with 
the natives, was transferred to the Streight, where it con- 
tinued. 



SookXFI. IN THE EAST AN6 WE^T INDIES. - 22J- 

Befide the forts already mentioned, there were fomc of 
lefs note, built in different parts of the country, cither 
upon rivers, or ^t the openings between the mountains ; 
for the firft fentiment which intereft infpires is that of 
miftruft, and its firft impulfe is that of attack or defence# 
Each of thefe forts was provided with a garrifon, which 
defended the French who were fettled in the neighbour- 
hood. There were in all eight thoufand fouls, who in- 
habited the upper country. 

Few of the colonifts had fuch manners Manners of the 
as it could have been wiflied they had French Cana* 
had. Thofe whom rural labours fixed in dlans, 
the country, allowed only a few moments 
to the care of their flocks, and to other indifpen fable oc- 
cupations, during the winter. The reft of the time was 
paired in idlenefs, at public houfes, or In running along the 
fnow in fledges, in imitation of the moll dlftinguiflied citi- 
zens. When the return of the fprin^ called them out to 
the neceftary labours of the field, they ploughed the ground 
fuperficially without ever manuring it, fowed it carelefsly, 
and then returned to their former indolent manner of life 
till harveft-time. In a country where the people were too 
proud or too lazy to work by the day, every family was 
obliged to gather in their own crops 5 and nothing was to 
be feen of that fprightly joy, which on a fine fummer^s day 
enlivens the reapers, white tl^ey are gathering in their rich 
harveft. 

This amazing negligence might be owing to fevcral 
caufes. The excefiive cold in winter, which froze up the 
rivers, totally put a ftop to the exertions of the inhabit- 
cHits. They contra£led fuch a habit of idlenefs during the 
continuance of the fevere weather for eight months fuc-' 
ceflively, that labour appeared infupportablc to them even 
in ^lie fintft weather. The numerous feftivals preferibed 
by their religion, which owed its inereafe to their eftablifh- 
ment, prevented the firft exertion, as- well as they inter- 
rupted the progrefs of indullry. Men are ready enough to 
comply with that Ipecies of devotion that flatters their in- 
dolence. Eaftly, a paflion for war, which had been pur- 
pofely encouraged among thefe bold and courageous men> 
made them averfe from the labours of hufbandry. Their 
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mirMifi were fb eatirely captivated with military glory, that 
thqr thought only of war, though they engaged in it with- 
out pay. 

The inhabitants of the cities, efpecially of the capital, 
fpent the winter, as well as the fummer, in a oonftant feene 
of difiipation. They were alike infenfthle to the beauties 
of nature and to the pleafures of imagination ; they had no 
tatte for arts or fciences, for reading or inllriidfion. Their 
only pailion was amufement ; and perfons of all ages were 
fond of dancing at afTemblies. I'liis manner of life con- 
liderably iiicreafed the influence of tiie women, who were 
pofTefled of every attracflion, except thofe foft emotions of 
the foul, which alone conflitute the merit and the charm 
of beauty. Lively, gay, and addicted to coquetry and 
gallantry, they were more fond of infpiring than feeling 
the tender paflions. I'here appeared in both fexes a 
greater degree of devotion than virtue, more religion than 
probity, a higher fenfe of honour than real honefly.. 
SuperlHtion took place of morality, which will always be 
the cafe, wherever men are taught to bdieve that cere- 
monies will compenfate for good works, and that crimes 
are expiated by prayers. 

Farm of govern- Idlenfss, prejudice, and levity, would' 

mtni ejiabl\j})ed never have gained fuch an afeet^dant in 
in Canada, Canada, had the government been care- 

ful to turn the attention of the people to 
lading and ufeful objc£ls. But all the colonids were re- 
quired to pay an implicit obedience to a mere military au- 
thority. They were unacquainted with the' flow and fare 
procefs of laws. The will of the chief, or of his delegates, 
was an oracle, which they were not even at liberty to inter- 
pret ; an awful decree, which they were to fivbmit to with- 
out examination. Delays and reprefentations were fo 
many crimes in the eyes of a defpotic ruler, who \iad 
ufurped a power of punifliing or abfolving merely by his 
w’ord. He had the authority of difpenfing all favours and 
penalties, rewards and punifhmcnts j the right of imprifon- 
ing without the lhadow of a crime, and the dill more for- 
midable right of enforcing a reverence for his decrees as fo 
many adls of judice, though they were but the irregular 
Tallies of his own caprice. 
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In early times, this unlimited power wa^ not ^xereffed 
in matters of military difcipline and political adminiftrsttlpn 
only, but extended even to civil }urifdi6lion. The 20- 
vernor decided abfolutely, and without appeal, all dJfter- 
e Decs arid ng between the colpnifts. Thefe contefts were 
fortunately very rare, in a country where all things might 
almoft be faid to be in common. This dangerous authority 
ftibhdcd till 1663, at which period a tribunal wa 3 ere<Sle4 
in the capital for the definitive trial of all caufes depending 
throughout the colony. The cu Horn of Paris, njodified 
in conformity to local circumftances, fotHned the code 
iheir laws. 

Tliis code was not mutilated or dijbfigured by a mixture 
of revenue laws. The admmiftratioa of the finances in 
Canada only required a few fines of alienation, a trifling 
contribution from the inhabitants of Quebec and Montreal 
towards maintaining the fortifications, and fomc duties upon 
all goods imported and exported. Thefe fcveral articles 
•uitired brought no more than 260,^00 livreS f 10,841). 133. 
4il.] into the treafury, in the molt flouriihing times of the 
colony. 

"i’he lands were not taxed by govcnimen]:, but were 
bunliencd with other charges. At the fitll eftabliihmcj^ 
of the colony, the king rewarded his officers, civil aUd 
military, and others of* his fubj€(Sis whom he wifl>ed to re- 
numerate or to enrich, with grants of land, from two to fix 
leagues fquarc. Tlvefc great proprietors, who were men 
of moderate fortunes, and unficiiled in Agriculture, were 
unable to 1l^anage fuch vail efiates, and were therefore 
under a ncoclTity of nraking over their lands to veteran 
foldier*, or to the cokmitls, for 3 perpetual annuity. 

liach of thefe vaffals was cunimonly allowed ninety 
acres of land, and engaged to pay annually to the lord of 
the manor one or two fols [a halft)enny or a penny] per 
acif:, and a' meafuit of com for the entire grant. Pie 
likemfe engage^ t© wdik in the lord’s mill, and to cede 
to himj for the miller’s f<c 4 , tlie foivrteenih part df tfie 
flour ; he aifo oogaged ia pay one twelfth for the fises of 
alienabonj add «5emaioed fubjc£l to the lord’s right of fC- 
purchafe. ' > , ^ 

There have been writers who hare applauded, vritlt en#^ 
thufiafm, a fyftem which appeared proper to confirm order 
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and fubordinatibn. Biit was not this introducing into 
Anferica the image of the feudal government which for fo 
long a time had occafioned the ruin of Europe ? Was it 
not giving fubiiftence to a great number of idle perfons, 
at the expenee of the only clafs of citizens with which an 
infant Rate ought to be peopled ? The burthen of an an- 
nuitant nobility was ftill increafed to thefe ufeful colonifts, 
by the additional weight of the exadions of the clergy. 
This rapacious body obtained of the miniftry, in 1663, 
that they fhould receive “ the thirteenth part of all that the 

foil fhould produce by the labour of man, and of all that 

it fhould prodtTce fpontaneoufly.” This intolerable vex- 
ation, in a country which was not yet well fettled, had 
laded four years, when the fuprcine council of Quebec 
took upon themfelves, in 1667, to reduce the tithes to a 
twcnty-fixth ; and an edi6t of 1769^ confirmed this regula- 
lion, which was ftill too favourable to the priefts.. 

So many impediments previoufly oppofed to the pro- 
grefs of agriculture, drfablcd the colony from payingfor 
the neceffaries that came from the mother country. The 
French miniftry were at lad fo fully convirveed of thia 
truth, that, after having always obflinately oppofed the 
cdablifhmcnt of manufadkurcs in America, they thought it 
their intered even to promote them in 1706. But thofe 
late encouragements had very little efleci ; and the united 
induftry of the colonifts could never produce more than a 
few coarfe linens, and fome very bad woollens. 

The fifheries were not much more attended to than the 
jnanufadlures. The only one that could become an obje^\ 
of exportation was that of the feal. This animal has been 
ranked in the clafs of fifti, though he be not dumb ; he is 
always produced on land, and lives more on dry ground 
than in the water. His head is fomewhat like that of a 
maftifF. He has four paws, which are very fhort, cfpe- 
cially the hinder ones, which ferve him rather to chiwl 
than to walk upon. They arc fhaped like fina, but the 
forc^fect have claws. His fkin is hard, and covered with 
fhort hair. He is at firft white, but turns fandy or black 
as he grows up* Sometimes he is of all tliefe three differ- 
ent colours. 

There are two different kinds of feids. The larger one 
fomeuxnes weighs two thoufand pounds, and feems to have 
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B (harper fnout than the others. The fmall one8,.whofe 
fkin is commonly marbled, are adive, and more dexterous 
in extricating thcrprelves out of the fnarcs that are laid for 
them. The Indians have the art of taming them fo far aa 
* to make them follow them. 

They couple upon the rocks, and fometimes on the ice ; 
and it is there alio that the dams bring forth thcii young. 
They commonly bear two and they ufually fuckle them 
in the water, but more frequently on land.- When they 
want to teach them to fwim, it is faid they carry them 
upon their backs, drop them now and then into the water, 
then take them up again, and proceed in this manner till 
il|ey are ftrong enough to fwim of themfelves. Moil little 
bitds flutter about from fpray to fpray, before they venture 
to fly abroad ; the eagle carries her young, to train them 
up to encounter the boifterous winds ; it is not, therefore, 
iurprifing that the feal, produced on land, fliould ufe her 
little ones to live under water. 

This amphibious animal is fifhed for only on the Labra- 
dor coaft. The Canadians go to this frozen and almoft 
uninhabitable coaft towards the middle of October, and - 
lemain there till the beginning of June. They place their 
nets betw'een the continent and a few fmall illands at a 
little diftance. The feals, who commonly come in ftioles 
from the eaft, attempt to pafs ihofe kinds of ftraits, and 
are caught. When they. are conveyed to land,, they remain 
frozen there till the month of May. They are then throwm 
into hot kettles, from whence their oil flows into another 
veflTel, where it cools.- Seven or eight of thefe animals 
yield a hogfhead of oil.- 

The fkin of the feal was formerly^ iifed for muffs, but 
afterwards, to cover trunks, and to make fhoes and boots. 
When it is w^ell tanned, the grain is not unlike that of 
Morocco leather. If it be not quite fo fine, it preferves, 
however, its coldur longer. 

The flefh^of the feal is generally allowed to be good, 
but it turns to better account when boiled down to oil. 
This oil keeps clear- for a long time, has no bad frpcll, and 
leaves no fedimcnt. It i^ uM for burning, and drelling 
leather. - 

Fiveorlix fmaH (hips were fitted oitt yearly from Canada 
for the feal fiftiery, and one or two lefs for the Caribbee 
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iflands. It received from the iflands nine or ten vclTels 
laden with rum, molaflcd, eoffee, and fugar ; and from 
France about thirty fliips, the lading 9f which together 
might anK>unt to nine thoufand tons. 

Ill the interval between the two lail wars, Avhich way 
the mod flourilhing period of the colony, the exports did 
not exceed i,^t>o,ooo livres [50,0001.3 in furs, 800,000 
[33,3331. 68. 8d.] in beaver, 250,000 [10,416!. 13s. 48.] 
in leal oil, the fame in flour and peas, and 1 50,000 livres 
[6,250!.] in wood of all kinds. Thefc feveral articles put 
together amounted only to 2^650,000 livres [110,416!. 

a year*, a fnm futheient to pay for the commo- 
dities fervt from the mother counttry. The govcniment 
made up the deficiency. 

^Terxes kvied m Whim tlie French were firft in pof 
Canada* feilion of Canada, they had very little 

fpecie. The fmall quantity that was 
brought In from time to time by the new fetters, did not 
continue in the country, becaufc the necefruoiis Hate of the 
colony foon occafioiied it to return. This was a great 
obftack to the progrefs of commerce and agriculture. In 
1670 the court of Verfailles coined a particular fort of 
money for the ufc of all the French fettlemcnts in Arne- 
tica, and fet a nominal value upon it, one fourth above the 
current coin of the mother coun^fry. But this expedient 
was not prcdu^live of the advantages that were expected, 
at lead with regard to New France. They therefore con- 
trived to fubftitute paper currency indead of metal, for 
the payment of the troops, and other expencea of govern- 
ment. This fucceeded till the year 17I3» when the en« 
gagemrnta that had been made with the adminidratofs of 
the colony were not faithfully ohferved. Their bills of 
exchange drawn upon the treafury of tlie mother country 
were not honoured, and from that time fell into diferedit.. 
They were at lad paid off in 1720 with the lofs of five 
eighths. 

This event occafioned the revival of the ufc €^f fpecie in 
Canada : but this expedient laded only two years. The 
merchants found it troublefome, chargeable, and hazard- 
ous, to fend money to France, andTo did all tlie colonids 
who bad any remittances to makej fo that they were 
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the firft to folicit the re-eflablilhment of paper currency. 
This confrftcd of cards, on which were ftamped the arms 
of France: and Navarre, and they were figned hy the 
governor, tlic intendant, and the comptroller. > They were 
of twenty-four [ih] twelve [io8*] fix [ye.] and three 
Uvrea [28. 6d.] ; and of tbiity [le. jd.] fifteen [y^d.] 
and feven fols and a half [3:5:d.] The value of the whole 
number that was made out, did not exceed a million of 
livres [41,666!. 138, 4ch] When this fum was not fuf- 
ficient for the public exigencies, the deficiency was made 
up by orders figned only by the intendant. I’his was the 
firfi abufe j but one of ftdl greater confcquence was, that 
their number was unlimited. The fmalleit were of twenty 
fols [lod.] and the hlgheft of a hundred livres [4!. 3«. 4d.] 
Thefe different papers circulated in the colony, and fup- 
plied the want of fpecie till the month of 0<51ober. This 
was the lateft feafon for the fhips to fail from Canada. 
Then all this paper-currency was turned into bills of ex- 
change, payable in France by the government, which was 
fuppofed to have made ufe of the value. But they were 
fo multiplied by the year 1754, that the royal treafury 
could no longer anfwer fuch large demands, and was forced 
to protrail the payment. An unfortunate war that broke 
out two years after, fo mcreafed their number, that at lafl: 
they were prohibited. This prefently raifed the price of 
all commodities to an immoderate degree ; and as, on ac- 
count of the enormous expeoces of the war, the king was 
the chief confumer, lie alone bore the lofs arifing from 
the difearded paper, and from the dearnefs of the goods, 
tn 1759? the miniftry were obliged to Hop paymen^t 
©f the Canada bills, till their origin and their real value 
could be traced. They amounted lo an alarming num- 
ber. 

The annual expences of government for Canada, which 
tn«!729 did ncFt exceed 400,000 livres [1 6,6661. 15s. 4d,] 
and before 1749 never were greater than 1,7005000 
[7 1, €53!. 63. $d.] were immenfe after that period. The 
year lyyo coll 2,100,000 £B7>50ol.]; the year 1751 
1,700,000 [112,500!.}; the year 1752, 4,090,000 

[! 70,416). 4d.] j the year 1753, 5,500,000 [226^^251. 

6s. 8d.3; the year 1754, 4:450,000 [i85,4i6!i 13s. 4<i.}; 
the year 1755, 6,100,000 [254,166!. 13s. 4d.] ; the 
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year ii>30o,ooo [470,333!. 6s. 8d.] ; the year 

i 7i7> 19*250,000 [802,0831. 6s. 8d.] ; the year 1758, 
27,900,000 [1,162,500.]; the year 1759,, 26,000,000 
[1,083,333!. 6s. 8d.] the firil eight months of the year 
1760, 13,500,000 [562,500!.] Of thefc prodigious turns 
$0,000,000 [ 3 , 333 > 356 ^* 8d.]. were due at the peace. 

This infamous debt was traced up to ita origin. The 
raalverfations were horrid. Some perfons, who had become 
delinquents from the abufe of the unlimited power which 
government had granted them, were degraded, banifhed, 
and ftripped of part of their plunder. Others, not Icfs 
guilty, by diftributing. their gold with a lavifk hand, ef- 
caped reftitution and infamy and infolently enjoyed the 
fortune they had acquired by fuch criminal mean^. I'lie 
bills of exchange were reduced to one half,, and the oiders 
to a fourth part of their value. They were both paid in 
bonds bearing four per cent, intereft, which fell into the 
greateft diferedit. 

, In the debt of eighty millions [3,333,333!. 6s. 8d.], the 
Canadians were holders of thirty-four millions [1,416,666!. 
138. 4d.] in orders, andfeven millions [291,666!. 13s 4d.] 
in bills of exchange. Their paper was fubje<^ed to the ge- 
neral regulation ; but Great Britain, whole fiibje6ts they 
were become, obtained for them an indemnity of three mlU 
lions [125,400!.] in bonds, and fix hundred ihoufand livres 
[250,000!.] in fpecic ; fo that they received fifty-five per 
cent, upon their bills of excliauge, and thirty-four per cent, 
upon their orders. 

Advantages If Canada did not deferve the fe facrifices 

which France from the mother country, it was the, fault 
tnight have de^ of the power that gave laws to it. Na- 
rived from Ca^ lure had made this country proper for the 
nada* produdlion of all kinds of grain, ^hich* 

are here o£ a fuperior quality, and Ibbk 
to: few accidents, becaufe when fowi> in May, they are ga- 
thered before the end of AugulU The vyants of the Ame- 
rican iflands, and of part of Europe, fcc;urc the falc of 
them at an advantageous pricc.^ Neverthclefs, no more 
wheat was ever cultivated than what was necefTary for the 
eoloniils, who were even fometimes r^uced to the 
if of drawing their fuhitftence from foreign markets. 
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If husbandry had been encouraged and extended, the 
bteed of cattle would have increafed. There is fuch' 
plenty of pafture ground and of acorns, that the colonies 
might eafily have bred oxen and hogs enough to fupply 
the French iflands with beef and pork, without having re- 
courfc to Irilh beef. Poflibly, thefe cattle might in time 
have increafed fufiiciently to furniih the traders of the 
mother country. 

^The fame advantages could not have been obtained from 
their (heep, even if the rigour of the climate had not fet 
an invincible obftacle to their multiplication. Their fleece, 
which mu ft alwaya be coarfe, can only be ufefully employ- 
ed in the colony itfelf, for ftuffs of a more or lefs ordinary 
kind. 

I'he fame thing cannot be faid of the ginfeng. This 
plant, which the Chinefe procure from the Corea, or from 
Tartary, and which they buy at the weight of gold, was 
found in 1720 by the jefuit Lafitau, in the forefts of Canar 
da, where it grows very common. It was foon carried to 
Canton, where it was much efteemed, and fold at an ex- 
travagant price. The ginfeng, which at firft fold at Que- 
bec for thirty or forty fols [about is. 6d. on an average j a- 
pound, rofe to twenty^five livres [il. lod.] In 1752, the 
Canadians exported this plarrt to the value of ^oo,oco livres 
[20,833!. 68. 8d.] There was fuch a demand for it, that 
they were induced to gather in May what ought not to 
have been gathered till September, and to dry in the oven 
what fliould have been dried gradually in the fhade. This 
fpoilt the fale of the ginfeng of Canada, in the only coun- 
try in the world where it could And a market j and the co- 
lonifts were fcvercly punilhed for their cxccflive rapaciouf- 
nefs, by the total lofs of a branch of cojnmcrce, which, if 
rightly managed, might have proved a fourcc of opulence. 

Another^ and a furer plan for the encouragement of iii- 
duflry, was the working of the iron mines which abound 
in thofe parts. Mr. Dantic hath laboured for a long time 
to difeover a certain method of ckffing all the kinds of iron 
that are known. After a great number of expeciments, 
the detail of which would be improper here, he bath found 
that the iron of Styria was the heft. The fccond heft is 
the iron of North America, of Danemkra in Sweden, of 
Spain, of Baycmne, of Rouftillon, of the country of Foix, 
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of Bern, of Thierache, and of Sweden, the common iron 
of France, and laftly, that of Siberia. If this be really 
the cafe,^ what advantage might not the court of Verfail- 
kft have derived from the mine which was difeovered at . the 
Troit Rivieres, which is exceedingly abundant, and near 
the furface of the earth ? A,t lirft it was only carelefaly and 
improperly worked ; but thefe labours were increafed and 
improved by a blackfmith arrived from Europe in 1739. 
The colony made ufe of no other iron than this ; fome fpe- 
cimens of itnvcnc even exported, but there the matter reft- 
ed. This negligence was the more inexcufable, as at this 
period the reiolution had been taken, after much hcfit a tion, 
to form a naval fettlement in Canada. 

The firft Europeans who landed on that vafl region, 
found it entirely covered with forefts. The principal tree^ 
were oaks of prodigious height, and pines of all fizes. 
Thefe woods, when felled, might have been conveyed with 
eafe down the river St. L.awrence, and the numberleTs 
rivers that fall into it. By an unaccountable fatality, all 
thefe treafures were overlooked or derpifed. At lengtli the 
attention of the court of .Verfailles was turned towardt; 
them; and fome docks wete condrudled by their orders 
at Quebec, for buiUling men of war : but this bufincfs was, 
unfortunately, trailed to agents, who had nothing in view 
but their own private interell. 

The timber Ihould have been felled upon die hills, where 
the cold air hardens the wood by contrajiRing its fibres : 
whereas it was conftaotly taken from marfhy grounds, and 
from the banks of the rivers^ where the moi (lure gives it n 
loofcrand a richer texture. Inliead of conveying it in barges, 
they floated it down on rafts to the place of its deifination, 
where, being forgotten and left in the water,, it gathered 
a kind of mofs that rotted it. Initcad of being put under 
fheds when it was landed, it was left expofed to the fun in 
fummer, to the fnow in winter, and to the tains in fj^^ing 
and autumn. It was theit donveyed into the dock-yavda, 
.where it agaiu faftained the inclenaency of the fcafoos for 
two or three years. Keghgeoce or diflKmcfty enhanced 
the price of every tiling tofi^ a d^eec, that lailt„ ropes, 
pitch and tar, were imported frovn Eorope in do a, country, 
which, with a little lodiiftry, might hiwe fitpplird tihe 
whole kingdom of France with ^ thefe This 
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bad management had brought the wood of Canada entirely 
into difrepute, and effe^Slually ruined the refources which 
that country afforded for the navy. 

The colony furmflred the manu^^ures of the mother 
country with a branch of trade that might almoft be called 
an cjccluhve one, which was the preparation of the beaver. 
This commodity at tirft v^as fubjefted to the opprefiive rc- 
ilraints of monopoly* The India company could not but 
make an ill ufeof their privilege, and really did fo. What 
they bought of the Indians was chiefly paid fc# in Englifli 
fcarlct cloths, which thofe people were very fond of wear- 
ing, But as they could make twenty-five or tliirty per 
cent, more of their commodities in the Englilh fettlements 
than the company chofe to give,, they carried thither all 
they could conceal from the fearch of the company's 
agents, and exchanged their beaver for Englilh cloth and 
India calico. Thus did France by the abule of an infli- 
tution which fhe was by no means obliged to maintain, de- 
prive herfelf of the double advantage of furnifluVig mate- 
rials to fome of her own manufactures, and of fecuring a 
market for the produce of others. She was equally ignor- 
ant of the facility of eflablifliing a whale filhery in Canada^ 
The chief fources of this filhery are Davis!s flraits and 
Greenland, Fifty Ihips come every year into the fbrmer 
of thefe latitudes, and a hundred and fifty into the latter. 
The Dutch are concerned in more than three fourths of 
iliem. The rcll; are fitted out from Eremen, Hanoburgh, 
and England. It is computed that the whole expence of 
fitting out 200 Ihipa of 550 tons burthen, upon, an average, 
miiil amount to io,oco,coo of livres [416,666!. 138. ^d.] 
The ufual produce of each is rated at 80,000 livres [3,333!. 
69. 8d. j and confequently the whole amount of the filhery 
cannot be lefs than 3,200,000 livres [1,333,333!. 63. 8d.]] 
If we dedudt from thus die profits of the leamen Who are 
emjfloyed in thefc hard and dangerous voyages, very little 
remains for the merchants concerned in this trade. 

Thefe circumitances have by degrees difgufted the Bif- 
cayans of a trade, in which they were the firff adventurers. 
Other Frenchmen have not been induced to take it up, in- 
fomuch that the whale fiflicry has been totally abandoned 
by that nation, which of all others confumed the greateft 
quantity of blubber, whale-bone, and fpermaecti. 
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It was an eafy matter to take it up again in the guU of 
St. Lawrence, and even at the mouth of the Saguenayi 
which is clofe to the exceHent port of Tadouffac. It is 
even affitmfed, that it hath been tried- on the firit arrival of 
the French" in Canada, and that it hath been interrupted 
for no other rea Ton than becaufe the profits of the fur-trade 
were more eafy and more rapid. It is, however, certain, 
that the fifiiery in the river St. Lawrence would have been 
attended with lefs danger and lefs expence^ than at Davis's 
ftraits or G^cenland^ I-t hath ever been the fate of this co- 
lony, that the befi fchemes with regard to ft have not been 
purfued with perfcverance ; and that* in particular the go^ 
vernment have never done any thing for the encouragement 
of the whak fifhery, which might have proved an excellent 
ntirfery for fcamen, aud given to^Franee a new branch of 
commcrce.-^ 

The fame indifference hath been' carried (till further^ 
The cod fiih frequent particularly the river St. Lawrence* 
•as high up as at the difiance of foorfeore lejfgues from the 
fca. They may be caught as they pafs over this vafi fpacfi 
It would, however, be advantageous to eftablifh a fettled 
lifhery at the harbour of Mbiit Louis, fituated at the mouth 
of a pleafant river, which can receive veffels of one hundred 
tons burthen, and which fhelters them from every kind of 
danger. The fiih is more plentiful there than anywhere 
clfc. Every convenience required for drying the filh is 
found upon the (bores j and the neighbouring lands arc very 
proper for pafture grounds or culture; Every circumftance 
induces us to believe that a colony would profper in that 
fituation; This was the opiniofi in 1-697 ; and an affocia- 
tion was formed at this period to begin this undertaking, 
by the attention of Riverin, an a<l:ive and intelligent mant 
Numberlcfe obftacles occafioned the failure of this project, 
which hath been fince refumed, but very carelefsly execut- 
ed. This was a great misfortune for Canada, which, ''had 
it been remarkable for any fuccefs of this kind, would there- 
by have greatly extended^its conne< 51 ton 8 with Europe and 
with the Weft-Indies-^ 

Every circumltance, therefore, confpired to promote the 
profperity of the fettlements in Canada, if they had been 
affified by the men who feemed to be moft interefted in 
them. But whence could proceed that inconceivable want 
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of induftry, which fufJ«red them to remain in the fahie 
wretched ft ate they were in at fitft I 

It muft be confeffed, that the nature Btfficukies en- 
of the climate prefented fome obftacles to countered hy 
the efforts of policy. The rhrer St. Law- France before de^ 
rence is frozen up for fix months in the riving advantage 
At other times* it is not navigable from Canada* 

Djr night, on account of thick fogs^ ra- 
pid currents, fand banks, and concealed rocks, which make 
It even dangerous by day-light. From Quebec to Montreal, 
the river is only pra^licablc for veffels of three hnndrcd 
tons burthen, and even thefe are frequently impeded by 
terrible winds,- which detain them a fortnight or three 
weeks in this fhort paffage. From Montreal to the lake 
Ontario, traders meet with no‘ lefs than fix* w^atcr-falls^ 
which oblige them to unload their canoes, and to convey 
them and their lading a confiderablc way by land; 

Far fronv encouraging men to-furmount the difficulties 
of nature, a mifinformed government planned none but 
ruinous fchemes. To gain the advantage over the Englifh 
in the fur-trade, they crewed* three-and- thirty forts, at a 
great diftance from each other. The building and vrdual- 
Eng of them diverted tha. Canadians from the only labours 
that ought to have engroffed their attention. This error 
engaged them in an arduous and perilous track. 

It was not without fome uncafinefs that the Indians faw 
the formation of thefe fettlements, which might endanger 
their liberty. Their fufpicions induced them to take up 
arms, fo that the colony was feldom free from wan Ne» 
ceffity made all the Canadians foldiers. Their manly and 
military education rendered them hardy from their youth, 
and fearlefs of danger. Before they had arrived to the age 
of manhood, they would traverfe a vaft continent in the 
fummer-time in canoes, and in winter on foot, through ice 
and fnow. Having nothing but their gun to procure fub- 
fiftence with, they were in cuntinual danger of ftarving ; 
but they were under no apprehenfion, not even of falling 
into the hands of the favages, who had exerted all the ef 
forts of their imagination in inventing tortures for their 
enemies, far worfe than death. 
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The fcdcntwy fjrts^ of peace, andihe couftaat bbowrs of 
agriculture, could have no attraiftion for oieo accuftonacd 
to an active but wandering Ufe. The court, which form 
no idea of fwceta or the oiility of mra} life,, intyr^^ed 
the averfton \5i^ich the Cauadiane had conceived for it, by 
bellowing all their fevoure and honours upon military ex* 
ploits alone. The diilinflion that waa chiedy lavilbed was 
that of nobility, whicK was attended with the moll: fatal 
confequences. It not only plunged the Canadians ia (dle^ 
nefs, but alfo infpired them with an unconquerable pafSon 
for every thing that vraa fplendid. Prodts which ought to 
have !•* .*en kept facred for the improvemciH of the lands 
were laid out in ornament, and a real poverty conceaV 
cd under the trappings of dcdrwflivc luxury. 

Origin of Such was the date of the colony in 

mars betfiuden *747, when La Galiffoniere waa appoint- 
ee Englijh and ed governor^ He was a raao poUeiled ol 
the French in very extenfive knowledge, adlive and re- 
Canada* folute, and of a.Gouragc the more heady, aa 

it waj the effefl of reafon. The Engliih 
wanted to extend the limits of Nova Scotia, or Acadia, a« 
far as the fouth fide of the river St. Ijawrcnce. He thought 
this an unjull claim, and was djitermincd to conhne them 
within the pcninfiila, which he apprehended to be the 
boundary fettled e^en by treaties.. Their ambition of en- 
croaching on the inland parts, particularly towards the 
Ohio, or Fair river,, he hkewife thought unreafonable. 
He was of opinion that the Apalachian mountains ought 
to be the limits of thek pofleflions, and wag fully determin- 
ed they fhould not pafs them. His fuccefibr, who was ap- 
pointed while he was preparing the means of accornplilhing 
this vail defign, entered into his views with all the warmth 
they defer vcd. Numbers of forts were immediately ereCled 
on all fides, to fupport the fyftem which the court had 
adopted, perhaps without forefeeing, or at lead without 
fufficicntly attending to, the confequences. 

At this period began thofe hollilitles between the Eng- 
lifh and the French in North America, which were rather 
countenanced than opeuly avowed by the refpeeflive mother 
countries. This clandeftine mode of canyring on the war was 
perfe6lly agreeable to the minillry at Verfailles, as it afford- 
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ed an opportunity of recovering by degrees, and withewt ex- 
pofing their weaknefs, what they had loft by treaties, at -a 
time when the enemy had impofed their own terms. Thde 
rej>eated checks at laft opened the eyes of Great Britain, 
and drfclofed the political defigns of her rival. George II 
thought that a clandeftine war was incorififtcnt with the 
fuperiority of his maritime forces. His fhips were ordered 
to attack thofe of the French in all parts of the world. 
The Englilh accordingly took or difperfed all the French 
ftiips they met with^ and in 1758 ftcered tew^ards Cape- 
Breton. 

This ifland, the key of Canada, had ^onqueji of 
already been attacked in 174.5; Cape-Breton by 

event is of fo fingular a nature, that it the Englijb. 
deferves a particular detail. I'he plan of 
this firft invafion was laid at Bofton, and New England 
bore the expence of it. A merchant, named Pepperel, 
who had excited, encouraged, and diredled, the enthufi- 
afm of the colony, was intrufted with the command of an 
army of 6,000 men, which had been levied for this expe- 
dition. 

Ttiough thefe forces, convoyed by a fquadron from Ja- 
maica, brought the firft news to Cape-Breton of the dan- 
ger that threatened It; though the advantage of a rurprife 
would have fecured the landing without oppofition ; though 
they had but 600 regular troops to encounter, and 800 in- 
habitants haflily armed, the fuccefs of the undertaking was 
ftill precarious. What great exploits, indeed, could be 
expeded from a nrilitia fuddenly aifembled, who had never 
feen a ficge or faced an enemy, and were to adl under the 
direftion of fea-officers only ? Thefe unexpeuenced troops 
ftood in need of the afiiftance of fome fortunate incident, 
which they were indeed favoured wnth in a fingnlar man- 
ner. 9 ■ 

The conflrudion and repairs of the fortifications had al- 
ways been kd’t to the care of the garrifon of Louilburg, 
The foldiers were eager of being employed in thefe works, 
wViich they confidered as condtfcive to their fafety, and aft 
the means of procuring them a comfortable fubfiftence. 
Whtn they found that thofe who #cre to have paid them 
appropriated to t’heinfelves the profi^of their kbows, the/ 



JJjg HISTORT Of SETTLEMENTS AND TKAT)^ Booi.XrZ. 

demanded juftice. It was denied them ; and they de- 
termined to affert their right. As thele depredations had 
been fharcd between the chief perfons of the colony And the 
fubaltern officers, the fokliers could obtain no redrefs. 
Their indignation againft thefe rapacious extortioners rofc 
to -fuch a height, that they difpifed all authority. They 
had lived in open rebellion for lix months, when -the Eng- 
lifh appeared before the place. 

This was the time to conciliate the minds of both parties, 
and to unite in the common caufe. The foldiers made the 
firft advances 5 but their commanders miftrufted a generoli- 
ty of which they themfelves were incapable. Had thefe 
mean opprefibrs conceived it poffible that the foldiers could 
have entertained fuch elevated notions as to facrifice their 
own refentment to the good of their country, they would 
have taken advantage of this difpofition, and have fallen 
upon the enemy while they were forming their camp, and 
beginning to open their trenches. Befiegera, unacquaint- 
ed with the principles of the art of war, would have been 
difconcerted. by regular and vigorous attacks. The firft 
checks might have been fufficient to difeourage them, and 
to make them relinquifh the undertaking. But it was firm- 
ly believed that the foldiers were only defirous of Tallying 
out, that they might have an opportunity of deferting^ 
and their owm officers kept them in a manner prifoners, till 
a defence fo ill managed had reduced them to the neceffity 
of capitulating. The whole ifland lhared the fate of Louif- 
burg, its only bulwark. 

This valuable poflelfion, reftored to France by the treaty 
of Aix la Chapelle, was again attacked by the Englifh in 
1758. On the .2d of June, a fleet of twenty-three fhips of 
the line and .eighteen frigates, carrying 16,000 well difeip- 
lined troops, anchored in Gabarus bay, within half a 
league of Eouifburg. As it was evident that it would be 
to no purpofe to land at a greater diftance, becanfc it 
would be impoffible to bring up the artillery and other nc- 
ceflaries for a confidcrable “Cg^e, it had been attempted to 
render the landing impra£licable near the town. In the 
prudent precautions that had been taken, they befiegers law 
the dangers and difficulties they had to expedf-j but far 
/rom being deterred by them, ^hey liad rccourfe to ftrata- 
getn ; and while by extending their line they threatened 
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and commanded the whole coaft, they landed by force, of 
arms at the creek of Cormoran* u 

This place was narurally weak. The -French had fortU , 
fied it with a good parapet planted with cannon. Behind 
this rampart they had polled 2 , coo excellent foldiers, and 
fomc Indians. In front they had made fuch a clofe hedge 
with branches of trees, that would have been .very difficult 
to penetrate, even if it had not been defended. This kind 
of pallifade, which concealed all the preparations for de- 
fence, appeared at a diftance to be nothing more than a 
verdant plaifu 

This would have preferved the colony, had the affailants 
been fuffered to complete their landing, and to advance, 
with the confidence that they had but few obdacles to fui- 
mount. Had this been the cafe, .overpowered at once by 
the fire of the artillery and the fmall arms, they would ir*- 
fdllibly have periibed on the ftiore, or in the hurry of em- 
barking, efpeeially as the -fea was jull then very rough. 
This unexpedled lofa might have interrupted the whole 
proj eel . 

But all the prudent precautions that had been taken, 
were rendered abortive by tlie imj^ctuofity of the French. 
•The Englidi had fcarce begun to move towards the fhore, 
when their enemies haftenea to difeover the fnare they had 
laid for them. By the hrilk and bafty fire that was aimed 
at their boats, and Hill more by the premature removal of 
the. boughs that mafi<ed the forces, -which it was fo much 
the intereft.of the French to conceal, they guefled at the 
danger they were going to rufh into. They immediately 
turned back, and law no other place to €ife6l their land- 
ing upon but a rock, which had been always deemed in- 
acceffible. General Wolfe, though much taken up in re- 
imbarking his troops, and fending off the boats, gave the 
figfial to Major Bcot to repair thither. 

TJjc officer immediately removed to the fpot witli his 
men. His own boat coming up firft, and finking at the 
very inrtant he was Hepping out, he climbed up the rock 
alone. He was in hopes of meeting with a hundred of his 
men, who had been fent^ thither fome hours before. He 
found only ten. With thefe few, however, he gained the 
fummit of the rock. Ten Indians and fixty Frenchmen 
killed two of his men, and mortally wounded three. In 
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fpitc of hi8 weaknefs, he flood his ground under cover of 
a thicket, till his brave countrymen, regardiefs of the boif. 
4:crou3 'waves and the fire of the cannon, came up to him, 
and put him in full pofTeffion of that important poll, the 
only one that could fccure their landing. 

The French, as foon as they faw that the enemy had 
got a firm footing on land, betook themfelvca to the'ionly 
I'emaining refuge, and fhut themfelves up in Louiiburg^ 
The forlificatioos were in a bad condition, becaufe the fea- 
fand, which they had been obliged to ufe, is by no means 
fit for works of mafonry. -The revetements of the fevcral 
curtains were entirely crumbled away. There was only 
one cafement, and a fmall magazine, that were bomb- 
proof. The garrifon which was to defend the place con- 
lifted only of 2,900 men. 

Notwithftanding all thefe difadvantages, the befieged 
were determined- to make an obftinate refiftance. While 
they were employed in defending themfelves with fo much 
firmncfs, tlie fuccours they expedied from Canada might 
poflibly arrive. At all events, this refiftance might be the 
means of preferving that great colony from all further inva- 
Con for the remainderof the campaign. It isfcarce credible 
that the Freoch were confirmed in their refolution by the 
courage of a woman, Madame de Drucourt was continu- 
ally upon the ramparts, with her piufe in her hand ; and 
firing hcrfclf three guns every day, feemed to difpute with 
the governor, her hufband, the glory of Ids office. The 
befieged Were not difmayed at the ill fuccefs of their feveral 
fallica, or the maftcrly operations concerted by Admiral 
Bofeawen and General Ajnherft. It was but at the eve of 
an afiault, which it was impofiible to foftain, that they 
talked of furrendcring. They made an honourable capi- 
tulation and the conqueror fhewed more refpeff for his 
enemy and for himfelf, than to fully his glory by any a6t 
of barbarity or avarice. 

T/je Englijh at- The conqneft of Cape-Breton opened 
tach Ca^ila. the way into Canada. The very next 
year the feat of war was removed thither, 
or rather the fcencs of bloodflied which had long been a^- 
cd over that immenfe country were multiplied. The caufe 
of thefe proceedings was this ; 
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The French, fettled in |hofc parts, had carried their am- 
bitious views towards the north, where the fined furs were 
to be had, and in the greateft plenty. When this vein of 
wealth was exhaufted, or yielded lefs than it did a| firft^ 
their trade turned fouthward, where they difeove red the 
Oh^g, to which they gave the name of the Fair river. It 
laid open the natural communication between Canada and 
jLouifiana. For though the (hips that fail up the river St* 
Lawrence go no farther than Quebec, the navigation is 
carried on in barges to lake Ontario, which is only parted 
from lake Erie by a neck of land, where the French, upon 
their firft fettling, built fort Niagara. It is on this fpot, 
in the neighbourhood of lake Erie, that the fource of the 
river Ohio is found, which waters the fined country in the 
world, and being inercafed by the many rivers that fall ia^ 
to it, difcliarges itfelf into the MillHiippi. 

The French, however, made no ufe of this magnificent 
canal. The tnfiing intcrcourfc that fubfided between the 
two colonies, was always carried on by the northern re* 
gions. The new way, which was much (horter and eafier 
than the old, fird began to be frequented by a body of 
troops that were fent over to Canada in 1759, ailid^hc 
colony of Louifiana, then engaged in an open war with the 
Indians. After this expedition, the fouthern road wax 
again forgotten, and was never thought of till the y^r 
1753. At that period, feveral ftnali forts were creeled 
along the Ohio, the courfe of which had been traced for 
four years pad. The mod confidcrable of thefe forts took 
its name from the governor Duquefoe, who had built it. 

The Englilh colonies could not fee without concern 
French fettlements raifed behind them, which joined t<^ 
the old ones, and feemed to furround them^ They were 
apprehenfive, led the Apalachian mountains, which were 
to form the natural boundaries between both nations, diould 
not j/Pove a fufficient barrier againd the attempts of a red- 
lefs and warlike neighbour. Urged by this motive, they 
themfelves paffed tliefe famous mountains, to difpute the 
polTeflion ot the Ohio with the rival nation. This fird dep 
proved unfuccefsful. 'the feveral parties that were fuc- 
cdfivcly fent out were routed, and the forts were demoliOir 
ed as fad as they were built. 

To put an end to thefe national affronts, and reveofirc. 

FoL F L 
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-the difgrace they reflci^ed on the mother country, a large 
body of troops was fent over, under the command of 
Ocneral Braddock. In the fummer of 1755, general 

marching to attack Fort Duquefne with 36 pieces. of 
, cannon and 6,000 men, he was furprifed, within four 
leagues of the place, by 250 Frenchmen and 650 In^aivs, 
and all his army cut to pieces. This unaccountable dilafter 
put a flop to the march of three numerous bodies tliat 
were advancing to fall upon Canada. The terror cccafion- 
cd by this accident made them .haften .back to their quar- 
ters ; and in the next campaign all -their : motions wer« 
■guided by the moft timorous caution. 

The French were emboldened by this perplexity, and 
though veryfjnuch inferior to the Fnglifh, ventured to 
appear before Cfwego in Augufl 1756. It was originally 
a fortified magazine at the mouth of the river Onoudago 
on the Jake Ontario. It flood nearly in the centre of 
<!anada, in fo advantageous a fituation, that many works 
had from time to time been ereded there, which had 
rendered it one of the moft capital pods in thofe parts. It 
was garrifoned by 1,800 men, with 121 pieces of caunqii, 
and great plenty of florcs of all kinds. Though fo well 
provided, it furrendered in a few days to the impetuous 
and bold attacks of 3,000 men whp were laying fiegc 
to it. 

In Augufl 1757, 5,500 French, and i,8oo*_lndlans, 
inarched up to Fort George, fituated on lake Sacrament, 
which was juflly confidered as the bulwark of the Engli/li 
fcttlements, and the rendezvous of all the forces dellined 
againll Canada. Nature and art had ijcurfpired to block 
lip the roads leading to that place, and to fUake all accefe 
2mpra£licable. Thefe advantages were further ftrengtheh- 
cd by feveral bodies of troops, placed at proper drftances in 
the beft pofitions. Yet thefe obllacles were furmounted 
with fuch prudence and intrepidity, as would have been 
memorable in hiftory, had the feene of action lain in a more 
diftinguifhed fpot. The French, after killing or difperfing 
all the fmall parties they met with, arrived before the 
place, and forced the gariifon^ coniifliujr of 2,264 men, to 
capitulate. 

This frefli difafler roufed the Englifh. Their generals 
«q)plied thcmfelvcs <iuriug the winter 'to the training up of 
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their men, and bringing the fcveral troops under a proper 
difcipline. They made them cxercife in the woods, in 
lighting after the Indian manner.' In the fpring, the army, 
confining of '6, ^300 regulars, and '13,000 militia belonging 
to the colonics, affembled on the ruins of Tort George, 
They^ enibatked on lake Sacrament, which parted the co- 
lonies of both nations, and marched up to Carillon, which 
was only 'at the dift^nce of one league. 

That Toft, which had been but lately creeled on the 
breaking out of the war, to cover Canada, was not of fnf- 
ficient extent to withftand the forces that were marching 
againft it. Intrenchments were formed haftily under the 
the cannon of the fort, with ftems of trees heaped up one 
upon another ; and large trees were laid in front, 'the 
branches of which being cut and fharpened, anfwered 
the purpofe of chevaux-de-frife. The colours were plant- 
ed on the top of the ramparts, behind which lay 3,505 
men. 

The Englifh were not difmayed at thefe formidable ap- 
pearances, being fully determined to remove the dlfgi*ace 
of their former mifearriages in a country where the prof- 
,penty of their trade depended on the fuccefs of their arms. 
On ihe 8th of July 1758, they rufhed upon thefe palli- 
fades with the moft extragavant fury. Neither were they 
difconcerted by the French firing upon them from the top 
of the parapet, while they w^ere unable to -^defend them- 
felves. They fell upon the /harp fpikes, and were en- 
tangled among the ftumps and boughs, through which 
their eagemefs had made them rulh. All thefe Ioffes 
ferved but to incrcafe their impetuous rage, which con- 
tinued upwards of four hours, and coft them above four 
thoufand of their brave men before they would give up 
this rafh and defperate undertaking. 

Th^ were equally unfuccefsful in fmaJIer a£\.ione. 
They did not attack one poll without meeting with a re- 
pulfe. Every party they fent out was beaten, and every 
convoy intercepted. The feverity of the winter might 
liave been fuppofed to fccurc them ; but even in this rigor- 
ous feafon the Indians and Canadians carried fire and fword 
to the frontiers, and into the Very centre, of the Englifh 
colonies. 

All thefe difafters were owing to a faKe principle 0# 

L 2 
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government. The court of London had always entertain- 
ed a notion that the fupcriority of their navy was alone 
fufficient to alTert their dominion in America^ as it afford- 
ed a ready conveyance for fuccours, and could eafily inter- 
cut the enemy's forces. 

Though experience had fhewn the fallacy of this idea, 
^hc minirtry did not even* endeavour, by a proper choice of 
generals, to rc6lify the fatal effecls it had produced. Al- 
moft all thofe who were employed in this fervice were 
deficient in point of abilities and a£tiviry. 

The armies were not likely to make amends for the de- 
fers of their commanders. The troops, indeed, were not 
wanting in that daring fpirit and invincible courage which 
is the chara£lcriftic of the Englilh foldiers, arifing from 
the climate, and ftill more from the nature, of their govern- 
ment ; but thefe national qualities were counterbalanced or 
extinguifhed by the hardfhips they underwent, in a country 
deftitute of all the conveniences that Europe affords. As 
to the militia of the colonies, it was compofed of peaceable 
hufbandmen, who were not, like mod of the French co- 
Jonifts, inured to flaughter by a habit of hunting, and by 
military ardour. 

To thefe dlfadvantagcs, arifing from the nature of 
things, were added others altogether owing to mifeonduft. 
The pods erected for the fafety of the feveral Englifh 
fetdements were not fo contrived as to fupport and affid 
each other. The provinces having all feparato intereds, 
and not being united under the authority of one head, did 
not concur in thofe joint efforts for the good of the whole, 
and that unanimity of fentiments, which alone can infure 
the fuccefs of their meafures. The feafon of a6lion was 
waded in vain altercations between the governors and the 
colonids. Every plan of operation that met with oppofi- 
tion from any fet of men was dropped. If any one was 
agreed upon, it was certainly made public before \he ex- 
ecution, and by that means rendered abortive. To this 
may be added, the irreconcilable hatred fubfiding between 
them and the Indians. 

Thefe nations had always fhewn a vifible partiality for 
the French, in return for their kindnefs in fending them 
miffioharies, whom they confidered rather as ambaffadors 
from the prince, than as fent from God. Thefe miflion- 
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arieSi by rtadying the lartgiiage of the Tavares, conforming 
to their tempet and irtclirtations, and putting in pradice ' 
every attention to gain thfeir confidence, had acquired an 
abfolutc dominion over their minds. The French colonifts, 
far from communicating to them the European mani\ers, 
had adopted thofe of the favages they lived with : their 
indolence in time of peace, their a<^iiviiy in war, and their 
cor^flant fondnefs for a wandering life. Several officers of 
dlftindlion had even been incorporated with them. The 
hatred and jealoufy of the Englifh has traduced them oti 
this account 5 and they have riot fcrupled to affert, that 
thefe generous men had given money for the flculls of their 
enemies ; that they joined in the horrid dances that ac- 
company the execution of their prifoners, imitated their 
cruelties, and partook of thek* barbarous feflirals. But 
thefe enormities would be better adapted to people who 
have fubftituted national to religious fanaticifm, and are 
more inclined to hate other nations than to love their own 
government. 

The ftrong attachment of the Indians to the French 
was produdive of the mod inveterate hatred againfl the 
Englifh, Of all the European favages, thefe were, in their 
opinion, the hardeft to tame. Their averfion foon rofe to 
madnefs ; and they even thirfted for Englifh blood, when 
they found that a reward was offered for their deftru<^ion, 
and that they were to be expelled their native land by 
foreign affaffins. The fame hands which had enriched the 
Englifh colony wkh their furs, now took up the hatchet 
to deftroy it. The Indians, purfued the Englifh with as 
much eagernefs as they did the wlld^beafls. Glory was no 
longer their aim in battle, their only objeil was (laughter. 
They deftroyed armies which the French only wifhed to 
fubdue. Their fury rofe to fuch a height, that an Englifh 
prifo^er having been condudled into a lonely habitation, 
the woman immediately cut off his arm, and made her 
family drink the blood that ran from it. A jefuit miffion- 
ary reproaching her with the atrocioufnefs of the a^ion, 
her anfwer was, ** my children muff be- warriors, and 
“ therefore muft be fed with the blood of their ene- 
“ mies.’* 
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Taking of Such was the fituation of affairs, whea^ 

^ehec hyi the an Englifh fleet, confifting of three him- 
Engiyb* dred fail, and commanded by Admiral i 

Saunders, entered the river St. Lawrence * 
at the end of June 1759. On a dark night, and with a . 
very favourable wind, eight fire-fhips were fent out to - 
deftroy it. Not a fhip nor a roan could have, efcaped, if 
the operation had been carried on with that degree of fkill, 
coolnefs, and courage, which it required.. But thofe who 
had undertaken it were perhaps deficient in every one of 
thofe qualities, or at lead did not unite them all. Im- 
patient to fecure their return to land>- they fet fire to the 
Ihips under their management a great deal too foon, and 
the enemy being warned by this of the danger that threatf^ 
€ned them, efcaped it by their a^ivity and boldnefs, at the 
cxpence only of two fmall veflels* 

While the naval forces had fo fortunately efcaped being, 
deflroyed^ the army, confifting of ten thoofand men, was 
attacking Levy Point, drove away the French troops • 
which were intrenched there, erc6led their own batteries,, 
and bombarded Quebec with the greateft fuccefs. This 
town, though fituated on the oppofite Ihore: of the river, 
was neverthelefs at no greater diftance from it than fix 
hundred toifes. 

But thefe difadvantages did not lead to the defign which 
the Englifli had in view. Their intention was to become 
roafters of the capital of the colony ; and the coaft by 
which they muft have reached it was fo well defended by 
redoubts, batteries, and troops, that it feemed inacceffiblo. 
The enemy were more and more confirmed in this opinion 
after they had attempted, the fall of Montmorency, where 
they loft fifteen hundred men, and where they might 
eafily have loft all the men they had Imprudently landed 
there. ,,, 

In the meantime the feafon was advancing. General 
Amherft, who was to have canfed a diverlion towards the 
lake, did not make his appearance ; and every hope WcTS 
even given tip of forcing the French in their polls. A 
general difeouragement was beginning to prevail, when 
Mr. Murray propofed to go with the army and part of the 
fleet two miles above the town, and to feixe, upon the* 
heights of Abraham, which the French had negledled ta 
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guard, becaufe they thought them fufficiently de&ndedi 
by the very deep tocks which furrounded them. This 
brilliant and fortunate idea was eagerly adopted* On the 
rjth of December, five thoufand Englifli landed at ahe 
foot of the heights before day-break, and without being 
perceived. They clambered up without lofing any time* 
and formed the line of battle on the top of them, whea 
at nine o'clock they were attacked by two thoufand foU 
diera,^ five thoufand Canadians,- and five hundred favages. 
The a<Elion began, and proved favourable- to the Englifh, 
who at the beginning of it had loll the intrepid Wolfc^ 
their general, but did not lofc their confidence and re- 
folution.* 

This was gaining a confiderable advantage, but it mightr- 
not have been decifive. The troops that were polled 
wthin a few leagues- of the field of battle might have been 
colle< 5 ledin twelve hours, to join the vairquilhed army, and 
march up- to the conqueror with a fuperior force. Thia^ 
was the opinion of General Montcalm, who being mortally 
wounded in the retreat, had time enough before he expired 
to confult the lafety of hia men, and to encourage them 
to repair their difafter. This generous motion was over- 
ruled by the council of war. The army removed ten 
leagues off. The chevalier de Levy, who had haftened 
from his poft to fucceed Montcalm, cenfured this want of 
courage. The French were alhamed of it, wifhed to recal 
it, and make another attempt for victory but it was too 
late. Quebec, though three parts deftroyed, had capitulat- 
ed too precipitately on the 17th. 

All Europe thought that the taking of this place had' 
put an end to the great contell in North America. They 
never imagined that a handful of Frenchmen, in want of 
every tiling, who feemed to be in a defperate condition, 
woijjd dare to think of protrading their inevitable fate» 
They did not know what thefo people were capable of 
doing. They hallily completed feme intrenchments that 
had been begun ten leagues above Quebec. There they 
left troops faflficlent to Tlop ' the progrefs of the enemy ; 
and proceeded to Montreal, to concert meafures to rctriev-e 
their difgraccr 

It was there agreed, that in the fpring they fhould' 
march with an armed force ag^nft Quebec, to retake it 

L 4 ' 



jl4^ HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Book XVT. 

^ furprife, or, if that fhould fail, to bdiegc it in form. 
They had nothing in rcadinefa for that purpofc ; but the 
plan was fo concerted, that they fhould enter upon the 
undertaking juft at the inftant when the fuccours exped^cd 
from France muft neceffarily arrive. 

Though the colony had long been in want of every 
thing, the preparations were already made, when the iqe, 
which covered the whole river, began to give way towards 
the middle, and opened a fmall canal. They dragged 
feme boats over the ice, and put them into the water. 
The army, con filling of citizens and foldiers, who made but 
ortc body, and were animated with one foul, fell down this 
ftream, with inconceivable ardour, as early as the 20th of 
J^pril 176c. The EnglilK thought they ftill lay quiet in 
winter quarters. The army, aheady landed, came 
up with an advanced guard of 1,500 men, pofted three 
leagues from (^cbcc. This party was juft upon the point 
of oeing cut to pieces, had it not been for one of thofe 
unaccountable incidents which no human prudence can 
fotef^e. 

A gunner, attenmting todlep out of hia boat, had fsdlen 
jtito the water. He caught hold of a Hake of ice, climbed 
up upon it, and was carried down the llream. As he 
paffed by C^ebcc, clofe to the Ihore, lie was fecn by a 
ccttlinel, who, obferving a man in diftrefs, called out for 
help. The Englilh flew to his afflftance, and found him 
motionlefs. They knew him by his uniform to be a French 
foldier, and carried him to the governor’s houfc, where, by 
the help of fpiritous liquors, they recalled him^ to life for 
a moment. He juft recovered his fpcech enough to tell 
them that an army of 40,000 French was at the gates, 
and expired. The governor immediately difpatchcd or- 
ders to the advanced guard to retire within the walls with 
all expedition. Notwithftanding their precipitate retreat, 
the French had time to attack their rear. A few mo- 
ments later, they would have been defeated and the city 
retaken* 

The aflailants, however, marched on with an intrepidity 
which indicated that they expelled every thing from their 
valour, and thought no more of a furprife. They were 
within a league of the town, when they were met by a 
body of 4,000 men, who were fent out to intercept them. 
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Tlte onfct was (harp, apd the refiftance obAinatc. The 
EngHfh were driven back within their walls, leaving f,8co 
of their braveft men «pon the fpot> and their artdlery in 
the enemy’s hands. 

The trenches were iminediatcly opened before Quebec ; 
but as the French had none but field-pieces, as no fuccours 
came from Ftance, and as a Ihong Engli^ fqaadron was 
coming up the river, they were obliged to' raife the liege 
on the i6thof May, and to retreat from porfi to poll till 
they arrived at Montreal. Thelie troops, which were not 
very numerous at firft, were now exceedingly reduced by 
fte<|uent fkirmilhes and continual fatigues, were in want 
both of provifions and warlike (lores, and found themfclves 
inclofed in an open place j being furrquuded by three for- 
midable armies, one of which was come down, and.anothet 
up the river, while the third had paCfed over lake Champlain* 
Thcfc mifcrable renvains of a body of feven thouCand men, . 
who had never been recruited, and. had fo much fignalized: 
themfclves with the help of. a. few. militia and Indians^ 
were at lall forced, to capitulate for the whole colony* 
The'conqucll was confirmed by the treaty of peace, when 
this country was added to the poflefliofts of the Englilh in . 
North America. . 

How confined are the views of poli^ Hath Canada 
tics! The Englilh confidered this acqui- been advantage* 
fition as the ultimate period of their ouj to Eng^ 
grandeur, and the French miniftry were land? 
not more enlightened than the Britifh 
council- On one hand every thing was thought to be won 
by this conqucll ; on the other every thing was thought to . 
be loft by a facrifice which was to bring on the ruin of an 
irreconcilable enemy. Such is the neceffary concatena- 
tion of the events which inceflantly change the interefts 
of efhpirciS, that it hath often happened, .and will frequent- 
ly happen hereafter, that the moll profound fpeculations, , 
and the meafures apparently the moll prudent, have been, 
and win ftill be, erroneous. The advantage of the mo- - 
ment is the only thing confidered, in circumftances where 
nothing is fo common as to fee good fpring from evil, and; 
evil arife from good. If it be true of feme individuals, , 
that they have for a ioeg time wiHied for what has proved! 
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their misfortune ; it is flill more true of fovereigns. The 
caprUbes of fortune, which are fo apt to fport with the 
prudence of mao, arc never taken into the calculation, and 
indeed there is no occafion for it, when fome unfortunate 
Cafualty is concealed in a diftant and obfeure futurity^ 
when it i§ almoft devoid of probability, and when, fup- 
pofing it fhould happen, total ruin will not be the confe- 
quence. But the people will be governed by a mad 
miniftry, when, without conlidering the tranquillity and 
^the fafety of the ftate^ they {hall think of nothing but its 
aggrandizement ; when, without confidering whether a 
xniierable little ifland will not occafion cares and expences 
which cannot be compenfated by any advantage, they will 
fuffer themfelves to be dazzled with the frivolous glory of 
having added it to the national dominion : when, by rc- 
fufing to make reftitutions that were agreed upon, they 
fhall cement between the ufurping power and that which 
is injured, a hatred which will, fooner or later, be followed 
by the effufion of blood, upon the fca and upon the con^ 
tihent : when, for the prefervation of a few places, it fhaU 
be ncceffary to keep a number of foldiers fhut up, who 
will grow degenerate by a long continuance in idlcnefs 
when lading jealoufies (hall be excited, or pretenfions enr 
coiiraged, which are ever ready to be renewed, and to en- 
gage two nations in war with each other ; when it fhall be 
forgotten, that a- nation fettled between one empire and 
another, is fometimes the bed barrier that can be interpofed 
between them ; and that it is imprudent and dangerous to 
acquire, by the extinilion of the v intermediate nation, an 
ambitious, turbulent, warlike, ami powerful, neighbour : 
when it fhall be forgotten, that every domain, feparated 
from a date by a vad intervdl,. k precarious, expenlive, ill- 
defended, and ill-governed ; that it will be,, beyond any 
kind of doubt, a real misfortune for two nations to have 
any pofTtiSon on one fide and on the otlier of a river ^hicli 
ferves as their boundary : that to renounce a country 
claimed by fevcral powers, is commonly to fpare fuper- 
duous expcnces, alarms, and conteds ; and that to cede it 
to one of thofe who were defirous of obtaining it, is the 
only way to throw the fame calamities upon them ; in a 
word, when it fhall be forgotten that a ^fovereign, who 
is really a man of genius, will perhaps difplay it lefa ia 
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availing himfclf of the real advantages of his country, 
than in giving up to rival nations deceitful advantages, 
the fatal confequcnces of which they can only he fcnfible 
of in procefs of time; this is a kind of fn are which tlfc 
rage of extending theii dominions wiU ever conceal fromr* 
them. 


BOOK XVIL 


SKOLISH COLONIES SETTLED AT HUDSONS BAY, CANADA,- 
THE ISLAND OF ST. JOHN, NEWFOUNDLAND, NOVA- > 
SCOTLA, NEW-ENGI4ND, NEW-YORK, AND NBW-JERSEY, 

^ in HE defire of penetrating into fu- Firji expeditions- 
I turity hath been the pafliou of all of the Engli/h' 
ages. The entrails of animals, and the in North Ame^ ■ 
blood of victims, hath appeared to fome rua. ^ 
people an infallible mode of difeoveringv 
the deftiny of empires. Others have placed the fcicnce of 
divination in dreams, which they have chofen to* confider 
tas the mod certain interpreters of < thc' will of Heaven. 
Whole nations have pretended to compel fate to reveal 
itfelf by the dight of birdc,r and other prefagea equally 
frivolous. Buty the confulting.of the dare hath been the 
mod favourite of thefe modes of auguration. Men have 
thought; that in thefe^ tliey beheld, marked oUt in cha- 
raClers not to be edaced, the revolutions, more or lefs im- 
portant, - which were to agitate* the globe, Thefe reve- 
ries had' not fubdoed the minds of the vulgar only, they 
acqtiired an equal afeendant over men of tke^iird genius. 

Since found philofophy hath dedroyed thefe chimeras, 
mankind bave fplit upon another rock, A fpirit of pre- 
fnmption, too prevalent, hath- induced men to believe, 
that nothing was more fcafible than to determine, by con>« 
binations fettled without much difficulty, what was to 
happen in politics. Undoubtedly, it was poffible for per- 
fons^ of attention and reflexion to fprefee fome events 
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bufc how mnny miftakes wiil irot happen to one fovtunate 
eonje^te! 

The £rkill^ ifkmds have been drendied iil bloods 
Kumbftkid £&dlona and feda have deflroyed each, other 
therev witlv a degree of obftinacy, the fatal caaMple of 
which hath rarely been difplayed in the deplorable annals 
of the world. Who could have conjedurcd, that the 
profperity of North America would have arifen from fo 
many calamities ? 

England was only known in America by her piracies, 
which were often fuccefaful, and always bold, when Sir 
Walter Raleigh conceived the pre^d to procure his na- 
tion a (hare of the prodigious riches, which, for near a 
century paft, had flowed from that hcmifphere into ours. 
This great man, who was born for bold undertakings, caft 
his eye on the eallern coaft of North America. The 
talent he had, of bringing rnert over to his opinion, by 
reprefenting all his propofals in a ftriking light, foon pro- 
cured him aflbeiates, both at court and among the mcr* 
chants. The company that was formed in confequence 
of his magnifleent promifes, obtained of government, in 
1584, the abfolute difpofal of all the discoveries that fliould 
be made ; and without arty further encouragement, they 
fitted out two fhips in April following, that anchored in 
Roanoak bay, which now makes a part of Carolina* 
Their commanders, w'orthy of the truft repofed in them, 
behaved with remankabU affability in a country where they 
wanted to fettle their natron,, and left the lavages at- liberty 
to make tbeh own terma in the trade tliCy propofed to open 
with them. 

The reports made by thefe fuccefeful navigators, oh 
their return to Europe, concerning the temperature of the 
climate, the fertility of the foik and the difpofition of the 
inhabitants,^ encouraged the fociety to proceed.^ They 
accordingly fent feven ihipa the foHowing fpring, Which 
landed a hundred and eight men at Roanoak, for the 
purpofe of commencing a fettlcmcnU Part of them were 
murdered by the favages, whom they had infulted»- and the 
reft, having been f© improvident aa to iicglcA the cuhurfe 
of the land, were pevilhing with mifery and hunger, when 
m deliverer came to their relief. 

This, was Sir Erancia Drake, fo flunona ^ong feamen 
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fdr' lieittg tfce whor fail^ T^and th^ 

gtob6. The abilities J»e had fiiewn in that great ex^edi^ 
tkitif, fndueed Queen Etktabeth to inafee choiee of him t4> 
bundle Philip It in that phrt of hi» ettenfive dotaimm^ 
where he nfrd to difturb the peace of other nationa. Fete* 
orders w«fO€>%r more pun^ually cKecuted^ The Eiig1i#i 
fleet fcized upon St. Jago, Carthagena, St. Dotttfogo, aild 
feveral other imj^rtant places, and took a great many rich 
ftips. His inftru^ions' were, after thefe operations, to 
proceed and offer hts alfiftaucc to the colony at Roanc^. 
The wretched few who furvivcd the numberlefs calamities 
that had be^iien them, werd in fbch defpair^ that they re*- 
fufed all afhffance) and only begged that he would convey 
them to their native country. The admiral complied with 
their requeft ; and thus the expeHces that had been hither^ 
to feeftowcd on the fctdement were entirely thrown aw^. 

The aifocwttes were not difcou^ged by this unforefeen 
events From time to^imc they fent over a few colonifls^ 
whof in the year 15^9, amounted to a hundred and Bfteeti 
perfons of both fexes, under a reg^dar government, and ful^ 
iy provided with all they wanted for their defence^ and for 
the piwpofes of Ogrieukure and commerce. Thefe begin- 
nings raifed fome expeftations, but they, were fruftrated by 
the difgrace of Raleigh, who fell a vid^im to the caprices 
cjf bi8 own wild.imaginabioti. The colony, having loft, its 
founder, was totafly forgotten. 

It had been thus negledicd for twelve years, when Gcrfe* 
Hold, orm of thefirft aSbeiates, refblved to vifit it in r6oaw 
His experience in navigation made him fufpedt that the 
right track had not been found out, and that in fleering 
by the Canary and Garibbec iflands, the voyage had been 
made longer than k need have been by above a thoufand 
leagues. Thefe conjedures induced him to fleer away feom 
the fouth and to turn more weftward. The attempt fuc*- 
cecdbd; but when he reached the American coaft, he 
found hi mfelf further north than any navigators who had 
gone before. 'Fhe country where he landed, which wow 
makes a part of -New- Finland, afforded him plenty of 
beautifol furs, wkh which ne fewled back to England. 

Tbc^ rapidity and fuccefs of this undertaking made a 
ftrong impreihOH upon the Engliftl merchantsl Several of 
^em joi^in foitA a fettkiheiit k the country 
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tiiat Gofnoki had difcorcred. Their example revived ia 
others the memory of the Roanbak and this gave rife to 
two charter ooinpanies.^ As the continent where they 
were to carry on their monopoly was then known in Engr 
land only by the general name of Virginia, the- one vraa 
tailed the South \arginia, and the other the North Virgir 
nia company. 

The zeal that had b^en ftiewn at firft foon abated, and 
there appeared to be more jealoufy, than emulation between 
the two companies. Though they had beer^ favoured with 
the firft lottery that ever was drawn in England, their pro- 
grefs wasfo flow, that in 1^14 there were not above four 
hundred perfons in Ivoth ftttlements..- That fort of compe- 
tency whidt was anfwerable to the ftmplicity of the man- 
ners of the times, was then fo general in England, that no 
one was tempted to go abroad in queft of a fortune. It is 
a feafe of misfortune that gives men a diflike to their native 
country, ftill more than the defire of acquiring riches. 
Nothing lefs than fome extraordinary commotion could 
then have fent inliabitants even into an excellent country* 
This emigration was at length occafioned by fuperftition, 
which had given rife to commotions from the colUfion of- 
religious opinions. 

TJje coniiiient of The firft priefts of the Britons were 
America is the Druids, fo famous in the a^inals of 

peopled in confe* Gaul. To throw a myfterious veil upon 

quence of the re^ the ceremonies of a favage worfhip, their 
U^ous wars rites were never performed but in dark re- 
that diflurh^ ceffes, and generally in gloomy groves* 

England^ where fear creates ipedrea and appari^ 

tions. Only a few perfons were initiated 
into thefe myfteries, and intrufted with the facred doc.- 
trines ; and even thefe were- not allowed to commit any 
thing to writing, upon this > important fubje 61 ,.left thdr fe- 
crets fhould fidFinto the hands of the profane vulgar. Tlie 
altars of a . formidable deity were ftained with the blood of 
human vidims, and enriched with the^ moft precious fpoils 
of war. Though the dread of the vengeance of Heaven 
was the only guard of thefe treafures, yet they were ah 
ways deemed facred, becaufe the Druids had artfully re- 
preficda thirft after riches, byj’nculcating the fundamental 
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do<9rine of the cndlcfa traofmigration of the foul. The 
chief authority of government wa^ vefted iiv the miniHer^ 
of that terriWe religion beoaufe men are more powerfully 
and more conllantly fwayed by opinion than by any other 
motive. They werointnjfted' wita the education of youth, ^ 
and they maintained through life the afeendency they ao 
quired in that early age. They took cognizance of all ci- 
vil and criminal caufes, and were as abfoTute in their deci* 
lions on ftate affairs, as on the private differences between 
iirdividuals. Whoever dared to relill their decrees, was 
not only excluded from all participation in the divine myf- 
lexies, but. even from thefociety of men. It was account- 
ed a crime aud a reproach to hold any intercourfe with him ( , 
he was irrevocably deprived of thg prote£lion of the laws, 
and nothing but death could put an end to his miferies. 
The hillory of human fuperftitions affords no inftance of 
any one fo tyrannical as that of the Druids. It was the 
only one that provoked the Romans to ufe fe verity ; with 
fo much violence did the Druids oppofe the power of thof« 
conquerors* 

That religion, howcvejr, had loft much of its influence, 
when it was totally abolifhed by chriftianity in the feventh 
century. The northern nations, that had fucceflively in^ 
vaded the fouthern provinces of Europe, had found there 
the feeds of that new religion, amidft the ruins of an emc 
pire that was fhaking on all fides. Their indifference for 
their diftant gods, or. that credulity which is ever the com- 
panion of ignorance, induced them readily to embrace a 
form of worlhip which^ from the multiplicity of its ceremo*- 
niep, could not but attra<Sl the notice of rude and favage 
men. The Saxons, who afterwards invaded England, foW 
lowed their example, and adopted without difflculty a re- 
ligion that juftified their conquefts, expiated the criminali- 
ty of them, and infured their permanency by, abolifhiilg 
Uie tncient forraa.of worfliip.. 

The effedls were fuch as might be expeded from a reli- 
gion, the original fimplicky of which was at that time fo 
much disfigured. Idle contemplations were foon fubftituU 
ed in lieu of adlivc and focial virtues, and a ftupid venera- 
tion for unknown faints took place of the worftiip of the 
Supreme Being. Miracles dazzled the eyes of men, and 
diverted them from attending to natural caufes^ They 
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Were taught la believe that pt^ytn^ and ^eriags wmild 
atone for tbe moft heinous Crimes, ^ Evei^ fentiment of 
reafon was pervened^ arid eveiy principle of morality cor* 
rupted. 

Thofe who had been the promoters of this confufion 
how to avail ibemfekes of it,^ The pricfU' obtained 
that refpe^i which was denied to kings, and their pcrfons 
became facrcd. The magiftrate had no power of infpe^- 
ing into their conduct, and they even evaded the watch- 
fuTncfs of the civil law. Their tribtmal eluded, and even 
fuperfeded, alf others, llicy found means to introduce 
religion inta every queibon of law^ and into all date af- 
fairs ; and made tberrifelves umpires or judges in, every 
caufe. When faith fpoke, every one liftened in filent at- 
tention to its inexplicable oracltt« Such was the infatua- 
tion of thofe dark ages, that the fcandaloiis excefles of the- 
clergy did not diminiih.their authofity* 

This authority was maintained by the immCnfe riches 
the clergy had already acquired. As foon as they had 
taught that religion was preferved principally by facrihees,. 
and required firTt of all that of fortune and earthly poffef* 
fionsj the nobility, who were foie proprietors of all eitates, 
employed their flaves to build churches, and allotted their 
lands to the endowment of thole foundations. Kings gave 
to the church all (hat they had extorted from the people ; 
and ftripped tbemfelves to fuch a degree, as even not, to leave 
a fufficiency for the payment of the army, or for defraying, 
the other charges of government. Thcfe deficiencies were 
never made up by thole who were the caufe of them. They 
were not concerned in any of the public expcnccs. The 
payment of taxes with the revenues of the church would 
have been a facrilege, and a proftitution of holy things to 
profane purpofes. Such was the declaration of the cler- 
gy, and the laky believed them. The polTeflioo of the 
third part of the feudal tenures in the kingdom, theTree- 
will o&rings of a dfeluded people, and the large fees requir- 
ed for all prieftly offices, did not fatisfy the enormous avi- 
dky of the clergy, ever attentive to their own intercft„ 
They found in the Old Teftament, that, by divine ap- 
pointment, they had an undoubted right to the tithes of 
the produce of the land. This claim was fo readily admk- 
ted,, that they extended- it to the tithe of induftry^ of the 
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profit^ DU trade, of the wages of labourers, of the pay of 
foldicrs, and fomctimea of the falarics of placemen. 

Rome, which at firft was a filent fpedtator of thefe pro- 
ceedings, and proudly enjoyed the fuccefs that attended the 
rich and haughty minifters of a Saviour bom in obfeurity, 
and condemned to an ignominious d^ath, foon coveted a 
fhare in the fpoils of England. The firft ftep (he took was 
to open a trade for relics, which were always ufticrcd in 
with fomc (Iriking miracle, and fold in proportion to the 
credulity of the purchafers. The great men, and even 
raonarchs, were invited to go in pilgrimage to the capital 
of the world, to purchafe 2I place in heaven fuitablc to the 
rank they held on earth. T^e popes by degrees alTumed 
the prefentation to church preferments, which at hr ft they 
gave away, but afterwards fold. By thefe means their tri- 
bunal took cognizance of all ecclcfiaftical caufes ; and in 
time they claimed a tenth of the revenues of the clergyV 
who themfclves levied the tenth of all the fubftance of the 
realm. " 

When thefe pious extortions were carried as ftir as they 
poflibly could be in England, Rome tfpired to the fupremc 
authority over it. Her ambitious deceit was covered with a 
facred veil. She fapped the foundations of liberty, by em- 
ploying the influence of opinion only; This was fetting 
men at variance with thcmfelvcs, and availing hcrfclf of 
their prejudices, in order to acquire an abfolute dominion 
over them. She ufurped the power of a dtfpotic arbitra- 
tor between the altar and the throne, between the prince 
and his fubjcdls, between one potentate and another. She 
kindled the flames of war with her fpiritual thunders. But 
(he wanted emiflariesto fpread the terror of her arms, aind 
made choice of the monks for that purpofe. The fccular 
clergy, notwithftanding their celibacy, which kept them 
fromJForming connexions in the world, were ftill attached to 
it by the ties of intereft, often ftronger than thofe of blood. 
A fet of men,, fecluded from fociety by Angular inftitutions, 
which muft incline them to fanaticifm, and by a blind fub- 
miflion to the diXates of a foreign pontiff, were beft adapt- 
ed to (ecotui the views of fuch a fovereign. Thefe vile and 
abjeX tools of fuperftition executed their fatal erhploymcnt 
fuccefsfully. By their intrigues, aflifted with the concur- 
rence of favourable circumftances, England, which had £0 
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long withftood the conquering arms of the ancient Roman- 
empire, became tributary to modern Rijme. 

At length tlie paflions and violent* caprices of Henry 
VIII broke the fcandalous dependence.- The abirfc of fo 
infamous a power had already opened the eyes of t lie na- 
tion, This prince veptured at once to (hake off the autho- 
rity of the pope, abolifh monafterie8,.and affumc theTapre*^ 
macy over hi^ own church* 

This open fchifm was followed'by other alterations in 
the reign- of Edward, fon and fuccefTor* to- Henry* The 
religious opinions, which* were then changing the face of 
Europe, were openly difculTed^ "Something was taken 
from every one ; many dodrines and rites of the dtd form 
of worfiiip were retained; and from thefe feveralfyftems or 
tenets arofe a new communion, diftinguifhed by the name 
of the Church of England. Elizabeth, who completed this 
important work, found theory alone tod fubtle, and thought 
it mod expedient to captivate the fenfes,- by the addition of 
ibme ceremonies. Her natural tafte for grandeur, and the 
defire of putting a^ftop to* the diTputes about points of doc- 
trine, by entertaining the eye with the external parade of 
worfiiip, inclined her to adopt a greater number of rcHr 
gious rites#. But (he was rcltrained by political confider* 

f . lions, and was^obliged to facrificc fomething to the pre^ 
udices of a party that had raifed her to the throne, and 
was able to maintain- her upon it. 

Far from fufpeding that James I would execute what; 
Elizabeth had not cven dared to attempt, . it might'beuxpe^ 
cd that he would rather have been inclined to reftraiSadfdefiU 
aftical rites and ceremonies ; that prince having been train- 
ed up in the principles of the prefbyterians, a fe(5f which, 
with- much fpirtual pride, affefted great fimplicityof drefs, 
gravity of manners,, and auftcrity of dodlrine, which loved 
to {peak in feripturq phrafes, and gave none but fer^pture 
names to their children. One would have fuppofed that 
fuch an education muft have prejudiced the king againft the 
outward pomp of the catholic worfhip, and every thing 
that bore any affinity to it. But the fpirit of fyftem pre- 
vailed over the priiiciples of education., Stricken with the 
epiicopal jurifdifiion which he found eftabllihcd in Eng- 
land, and which he thought conformable to hia own notions 
civil government, he abandoned from convidiion,, the. 
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early imprefiions^ he had received, and grew paflianatel]^ 
fond of a hierarchy modelled upon the political ecom>my 
of a well Gonftituted empire Inftigated by his cnthuiln' 
afm* he wanted to introduce thia wonderful fyftem into 
Scotland, his native country, and to engage a great many 
of the Englifti, who lUll difientecH.to embraccdt. He 
even intended to add the pomp of the mqft awful cere-^* 
monies to the majeftic plan, if he could have carried, his 
grand proje<^a into execution. But the oppofition he met 
with at firft fetting out would not permit him to advance 
any further in his fyftem of reformation,* He contented: 
himfclf with recommending to his fon to refume his views^- 
whenever the times fhould furnilh a favourable opportuni- 
ty ) and reprefented the prefbyterians to him as alike dan- 
gerous" to religion and to the throne.- 

Charles readily followed his advice, which was but too* 
conformable to the principles of defpotifm he had imbibed 
from Buckingham, his favourite, the moft corrupt of men, 
and the corrupter of the courtiers.. To pave the way to 
the revolution be was meditating, he promoted feveral 
biihops to the higheft dignities in the government, and con- 
ferred on them moft of the offices that imparted a great 
lhare of influence in all public meafurcs.^ Thefe ambitious 
prelates, now become the mailers of a prince who hadbecn 
weak enough to be guided by the inftigations,of others, be- 
trayed that fpirit fo frequent among the clergy, of exalt^ 
ing ecdefiailical jurifdidlion under the ihadow- of tho royal 
prerogative. They multiplied the church ceremonies with- 
out end, under pretence of their being of apoftolical infti- 
tution ; and to enforce thdr obfervance, had recourfe to 
a<fl$ of arbitrary power exercifed by the king. It was evi- 
dent that there was a fettled dcfign of reftoring, in all its 
fplendour, what the proteftants called Romim idolatry, 
though the moil violent means ihould be neceffary.to com- 
pafs it. This, project gave the more umbrage, as it was 
fupported by the prejudices and intrigues of a prjsfumpe 
tuous queen, who had' brought from France an immoderate- 
paffion for poptry andaibitrary power. 

It can fcarcely be imagined what acrimony thefe alarnv 
ing fiifpicions had raifed in the minds of the people. Con^ 
mon prudence would Iwvc allowed time for the ferment to 
fubfide. But the fpirit of fanaticifm endeavoured, even in- 
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thefe troublefome t?me«< to reftore every tbihg to the urti* 
ty of tlic church of Encfland, which was become more 
odious to the dilTenters, hnce fo many cuftoms had been 
introduced'into it which they confidered as fuperftitious* 
An order was iffued, that both kingdonw fhould conform 
td the WOrfhip and difciplmc of the epifcopal church. This 
law included the prelbyterians, who then began to be calh 
ed puritans, becaufe they profefled to take the pure and 
fimple word of Got! for the rule of their faith and pradlice. 
It Was cjctended likewife to all the foreign calviniih that 
were in the kingdom, whatever difference there might be 
in their opinions. This hierarchal worfhip was enjoined 
to the regiments and trading companies difpcffed in the 
feveYal countries of Europe. The Englifh amb^adors 
were alfo required to feparate from all communion with the 
foreign proteftants, fo that England loft all the influence 
fhe had acquired abroad, as the head and fiipport of the re^ 
formation. 

In this fatal crifis, moft of the puritans were divided be* 
twe^n fubmifiton and oppofttion. Thofc who would neither 
Hoop to yield, nor take the pains to rcfift, turned their 
views towards North America, in fearch of that civil and 
religious liberty which their ungrateful country denied 
them. Their enemies, in order to have an opportunity of 
perfecuting them more at leifure, attempted to preclude 
thefe devout fugitives from this afylum, where they want* 
cd to worfhip God in their own way in a defert land. 
Eight fhips that lay at anchor in the Thames, ready to fail, 
were ftopped ; and Cromwell is faid to have been detained 
there by that very king whom he afterwards brought- to 
the fcaffokl. Enthufiafnn_, however, ftronger than the rage 
of perfecution, furmounted every obftacle ; and that part 
of America was foon filled wdth prefbyterians. The fatls- 
fadlion they enjoyed in their retreat gradually induced all 
thofe of their party to follow them, who were not fo evil- 
minded as to delight in the view of thofe dreadful feenes 
which foon after made England a feene of blood and hor- 
ror. Many were afterwards induced to remove thither in 
more peaceable times, with a view of advancing their for- 
tunes. In a word, all Europe contributed greatly to in- 
creafe their population. Thoufands of unhappy men, op- 
preffed by the tyranny or intolerant fpirit of their io- 
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vereigns, took refuge in that hemifphcre J concerning 
which we (hall now purfue our inquiries, and endeavour 
before we quit the fpot, to gain feme information ref^eft^ 
ing it. 

It is furprifing that fo little (hould Parallelhetween 
have been known of the New World, for the Old and the 
fo long a time after it was difeovered. New World. 
Barbarous Coldiers and rapacious mer- 
chants were not proper perfons to give us juft and clear no* 
tions of this hemifphere. It was the province of philofo- 
phy alone to avail itfelf of the inforraatiop Ccattered in_^the 
accounts of voyages and mifiionarics, in order to fee Ame- 
rica fuch as nature hath made it, and to find out its Ana- 
logy to the reft of the globe. 

It is now pretty certain, that the new continent has not 
half the extent of furface that the old has. At the fame 
time, the form of both is fo Angularly alike, that we might 
eafily be inclined to draw confequences from this particu-^ 
lar, if it were not always neceffary to be upon our guard 
againft the fpirit of fyftem which often ftops us in our rc- 
fearches after truth, and hinders us from attaining it. 

The two continents feem to form, as it were, two broad 
trads of land, that begia from the ar6lic pole, and termi- 
nate at the tropic of Capricorn, divided on the eaft and 
weft by the ocean that furrounds them. Whatever may 
be the ftru<fture of thefe two continents, and the quality or 
fymmetry of their form, it is evident that their equilibrium 
docs not depend upon their pofition. It is the inconftancy 
of the fea that conftitutes the folid form of the earth. To 
fix the globe upon its bafis, it feemed neceffary to have an 
element which, floating inccffantly round our planet, might 
by its weight counterbalance all other fubftances, aqd by 
its fluidity reftore that equilibrium which the conflidf of the 
othA- elements might have difturbed. Water, by its na- 
tural fluduation and weight, is the moft proper element to 
preferve the connexion and balance of the feveral parts of 
the globe round its centre. If our hemifphere has a very 
wide extent of continent to the north, a mafs of water pf 
equal weight at the oppofite part will certainly produce an 
equilibrium. If under the tropics we have a rich country 
covered with men and animals, under the fame latitude 
America will have a fea filled with fiftii While^forefts full 

4 



262 HISTORY'OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 'BookXFJI, 

of trees, bending with the largeft fruits, quadrupeds of the 
greateft fize, the* mod populous nations, elephants and 
men, are a load upon the furface of the earth, and feem to 
abforb all its fertility throughout the torrid zone ; at' both 
poles are. found whales, with innumerable multitudes of 
oods and herrings, clouds of infedls, and all the infinite 
and prodigious tribes that inhabit the feas, as it were, to 
fupport the axis of the earth, and prevent its inclining or 
deviating to cither fide : if, indeed, elephants, whales, or 
men, can be faid to have any weight on a globe, where all 
Irving creatures are but a tranfient modification of th^ earth 
that compofes it. In a word, the ocean rolls over this 
globe to falhion it, in conformity to the general laws of 
gravity. Sometimes it covers a hemirphere, a pole, or a 
zone, which at other times it leaves bare ; but in generd 
it feems to efledl the equator, more efpecially as the cold 
of Jthe poles in fome meafure contradls that fluidity which 
is eflential to it, and from which it receives dl its power of 
motion. It is chiefly between the tropics that the fearCX- 
tends itfelf, and is agitated ; and that it undergoes the 
greateil change, both in its regular and periodical motions, 
as well as in thofe -violent agitations occafionally excited in 
at by tempelluous winds. The attradion of the fun, and 
the fermentations occafioned by its continual heat in the 
torrid zone, niuft have a very rematl^able influence upon 
the ocean. The motion of the moon adds a new force to 
this influence ; and the fea, to conform itfelf to this double 
impulfe, muft, it would feem, flow towards the equator. 
Nothing but the flatnefs of the globe at the poles can pof- 
Tibly account for that immenfe extent of water that has 
hitherto concealed from us the lands near the fouth pole. 
The fea caanot eafily pais the boundaries of the tropics, if 
the temperate and frozen zones be not nearer to the centre 
of tbe earth thaji the torrid zone* It is the fea therefore, 
that maintains nn equilibrium with the land, and dilpofea 
the arrangement of the materials that compofe it. One 
proof that tlie an alago us portions of land, which the two 
continents of the globe prefent at firft view, are not eflen- 
tially ncceflary to its conformation, is, that the New Hc- 
mifphere has remained covered with the waters of the fea 
a much longer time than the Old. Befides, if there be an 
evident fimilarity between the two hemifpheres, there arc 
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alfo diiFerenccs between them, which will perhaps, deftray 
that harmony we think we obl^ve. 

When we confider the map of the world, and fee the 
local correrpoiidcnce between the ifthrmis of Sue® and that 
of Panama, between the Cape of Good -Hope and Cnpc 
Horn, between the archipelago of the Eaft-lndies and that 
of the Caribbee iflanda, and between the mountains of Chili 
and thofe of MonOmotapa, we are Itricken with the fimi- 
larity of the feveral forms this picture prefents. Land 
Teems on all fidea to be. oppofed to land, water to water, 
filands and peninfulas fcattcred by the hand of nature to 
ferve -as a counterpoife, and the fea, by its ^uduation, con^ 
flantly maintaining the balance of the .whole. But if, on 
the other hand, we compare the great e-xtent of the Pacific 
ocean, which feparates the £all and Well Indies, with 
the fmall fpace which the ^ocean occupies between the coaft 
of Guinea and that of Brazil ; the vaft quantity of inhabit- 
,cd land to the north, with. the little we know towards the 
fouth ; sthc dire£lion of the mountains of Tartary and Eu* 
fope, which is from call to well, with that of the Cor- 
deleirias, which run from north to fouth 4 the mind is in 
fufpenfe, and w^e have the mortification to fee the order 
and fymmetry vanilh, with which we had embcllilhed our 
fyllem of the earth. 'I'he -obfer.ver is ftill more difpleafed 
. with his con]e£lures, when he confidcrs the immenfe height 
of the mountains ofjPerii. Pie is then allonifiied to fee a 
continent fga-ecent, and yet fo elevated; the fca fo much 
-below the tops of thefe mountains, and yet fo recently 
-come down from the lands that feemed to be efFe(Slually de- 
fended from. its attacks by thofe tremendous bulwarks. It 
is, however, an undeniable fa6l, that both continents of 
-the' New Hemifplierc have been covered with the fea. The 
.air and the Jand confirm this truth. 

The. rivers, which in America arc wider and of greater 
oxtent; the .immenfe forells to the fouth ; the fpacious 
.lakes and vail raoralTcs to the north ; the almoll eternal 
.fnows between the tropics ; few of thofe pure .fands that 
• feem to be the remains of an exhaulled ground ; no men en- 
^tircly black ; very fair people under the line ; a cool and 
-mild air in the fame latitude as the fultry and uninhabitable 
parts of Africa ; a frozen and fevere climate under the farae 
-parallel as , our temperate .climates .j and ialUy, a difference 
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of ten or twelve degree* in the temperatuTc of the Old and 
New Hemifpheres ; thefe are fo many tokens of a world 
that is (liii in its infancy. 

Why Ihould the continent of America be much warmer 
and much colder in proportion than that of Europe, if it 
were not for the moifturc the ocean has left behind, in 
quitting it long after our continent was peopled ? Nothing 
but the fea can poffibly have prevented Mexico from being 
inhabited as early as Afia. If the waters that ilill moiften 
the bowels of the earth in the New Hemifpherc had not 
covered its furface, the woods would very cauly have been 
cut down, the fens drained, a foft and watery foil would 
have been made firm, by ftirring it up, and expofing it to 
the rays of the fun, a free paflage would have been open 
to the winds, and dikes would have been raifed along the 
rivers ; in a word, the climate would have been totally al- 
tered by this time. But a rude and unpeopled hemifphere 
denotes a recent world ; when the fea about its coafts ftill 
flows obfeurely in its channels. A lefs fcorching fun, more 
plentiful rains, and thicker vapours, more difpofed to ftag- 
natc, are evident marks of the decay or the infancy of 
natnre. 

The difference of climate, arifing from the waters having 
lain fo long on the ground in America, could not but 
have a great influence on men and animals. From this di- 
verfity of caufes muff neceffarily arife a very great diverfity 
of effects. Accordingly, we fee more fpccies of animals, 
by two thirds, in the old continent than the new ; animals 
of the fame kind confiderably larger ; monfters that 
become more favage and fierce, as the countries have be- 
come more inhabited. On the other hand, nature feems 
to have ftrangely neglected the New World. The men 
have lefs ftrength and lefs courage ; no beard and no hair ; 
they have lefs appearances of manhood ; and are but little 
fufccptiblc of the lively and powerful fentiment ot love, 
which is the principle of every attachment, the firft 
the firft band of fociety, without which all other artificial 
ties have neither energy nor duration. The women, who 
are ftill more weak, are neither favourably treated by na- 
ture nor by the mcn^ who have but little love for them, 
and confider them merely as fubfervient to their will : they 
rather facrifice them to their indolence,, than confecrate 
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them to their pleafureg. This indolence is the great de- 
light and fiipreme felicity of the Americans, of which the 
women are the vitlims, from the continual labours impofed 
upon them. It miift, however, beconfeffed, that in Ame- 
rica, as in all other parts, the men, when they have fen- 
tenced the women to work, have been fo equitable as to 
take upon themfelves the perils of war, together with the 
toils of hunting and fiihing. But their indifference for the 
fex, which nature has intruded with the care of multiply- 
ing the fpecies, implies an imperfedlion in their organs, a 
fort of date of childhood in the people of America, limilar 
to that of the people in our continent, who are not yet ar- 
rived to the age of puberty. This feems to be a natural 
defedt prevailing in the continent of America, which is an 
indication of its being a new country. 

But if the Americans be a new people, are they a race 
of men originally didindl from thofe who cover the face of 
the Old World ? This is a quedion which ought not to 
be too hadily decided. The origin of the population of 
America is involved in inextricable difficulties. If we af- 
fert that the Greenlanders fird came from Norway, and 
then went over to the coad of Labrador, others will tell 
us, it is more natural to i'uppofe that the Greenlanders are 
fprung from the Efquimaux, to whom they bear a greater 
refemblance than to the Europeans, If we fhould fuppofe 
that California was peopled from Kamtfchatka, it may be 
afleed, what motive or what chance could have Jed the Tar- 
tars to the north- wed of America? Yet it is imagined to 
be from Greenland or from Kamtfchatka that the inhabit- 
ants of the Old World mud have gone over to the New, 
as it is by thofe two countries that the two continents are 
connedfed, or at lead approach neared to one another, 
Befides, how can we conceive that in America the torrid 
zone can have been peopled from one of the frozen zones ? 
Population will indeed fpread from north to fouth, but it 
mud naturally have begun under the equator, where life is 
cheriihed by warmth. If the people of America could not 
come from our continent, and yet appear to be a new 
race, we mud have recourfe to the flood, which is the 
fource and the folution of all difficulties in the hidory of 
nations. 

VoL V. 
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Let U8 fuppofe that the fea having overflowed the other 
hemifpherc, ks'old inhabitants took refuge upon the Apa- 
lachian mouinains, and the Cordeleirias, which are far 
higher than our Mount Ararat. But how could they have 
lived upon thofe heights^ covered with fnow, and furround- 
ed with waters ? How is it poflible that men, who had 
breathed in a, pure and delightful climate, could have fur- 
vived the miferies of want, the inclemency of a tainted at- 
mofphere, and thofe numberlefa calamities which muft be 
the unavoidable coiifequences of a deluge ? How will the 
race have been preferved and propagated in thofe times of 
general calamity, and in the miferablc a^es that muft: have 
lucceeded ? Notwithftanding all thefe obje(fhon8, we muft 
allow that America has been ^peopled from thefe wretched 
remains of the great devaftatlon. Every thing exhibits the 
veftiges of a malady, of which the human race ftill feels the 
elFedls. The ruin of that world is^ ftill imprinted on its in- 
habitants. They are a fpecies of men degraded and de- 
generated in their natural conflitution, in their flature, in 
their way of life, and in their underilanding, which is bwt 
little advanced in all the arts of civilization. A damper 
air, and a more marfhy ground, muft neceflarily have in- 
felled the firft principles of the fubfiftence and increafe of 
mankind. It muft have required fome ages to reftore po- 
pulation, and ftill a greater number before the ground 
could be fettled and dried, fo as to be fit for tillage, and 
for the foundation of buildings. The air muft necefl'aiily 
be purified before the /ky could clear, and the fky muik 
neceffarily be clear before the earth could be rendered ha- 
bitable. The imperfection, therefore, of nature in Ame* 
rica is not fo- much a proof of its recent origin, as of its re- 
generation. It was probably peopled at the fame time as 
the other hemifphere, but may have been overflowed- later. 
The large foflil bones that are found under ground in 
America, fhew^ that it had formerly elephants, rhinoceros, 
and other enormous quadrupeds, which have fince difap- 
peared in thofe regions. The gold and filver mines that 
are found juft below the furfac© of the earth, are figns of a 
very ancient revolution of the globe, but later than thofe 
that have overturned our hemifpnere. 

Suppofe America had, by fome means or other, been 
rc-pcoplcd by our roving hordes, that period would have 
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beeiT fo remote^ that it wodd ftill give great antiquity fD 
the inhabitants of that hemifphere. Three or four centu- 
ries will not then be fufficient to allow for the foundation 
of the empire of Mexico and Peru ; for, though we find 
no trace in thefe countries of our arte, or of the opinions 
and cuftoms that prevail in other parts of the globe, yet we 
have found a police and a fociety efiabliHied, ihvcntions 
and prailicea which, though they did not fhew any marks, 
of times anterior to the dekigc, yet they implied a long fe- 
ries of ages fubfequent to this cataftrophe. For, though 
in Mexico, as in Egypt, a country furrounded vrith waters, 
mountains, and other invincible obftacles, muft have forced 
the men inclofed in it to unite after a time, notwlthftand-. 
.ing they might aft firft have deftroyed each other m conti- 
nual and bloody wars, yet it was only in procefe of time 
that they could invent and cftablilh a form of worfhip and 
a legiflation which they could not polfibly have borrowed 
from remote times or countries. It required a greater 
number of ages to render familiar the lingle art of (pecch, 
and that of writing, though but in heiroglyphics, to a 
•whole nation unconnedfed. with any other, and which muft 
itfelf have created both thefe arts, than it would take up 
days to perfed a child in them. Ages bear not the feme 
proportion to the whole race as years do to individuals* 
The whole race is to occupy a vaft field, both as to fpace 
and duration, while the individuals have only fome mo* 
ments or inllants of time to fill up, or rather to run over. 
The Ukenefs or uniformity obfcrvable in the features and 
manners of the American- nations, plainly fhew that they 
are not fo ancient as thofe of our continent, which differ 
fo much from- each other ^ but at the fame time, this cir- 
cumftance feems to confirm that they did not proceed from 
any foreign hcmifpbereV with which they have no kind of 
affinity that can'indicate an immediate defeent. 

Whatever may be the cafe with re- Comparijm 
gard to their origin or their antiquity, t<tve€n civUi^ed 
which are both uncertain, it is perhaps people and Jd^ 
more interefting to inquire whether thofe •cages. 
untutored nations are more or lefs happy 
Vhart our civilizied people. Let us, therefore, examine whc^- 
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ther the condition of rude man, left to mere animal inftin<5i:, 
who paffcs every day of his life in hunting, feeding, pro- 
ducing his fpecies, and repofing himfelf, is better or worfe 
than the condition of that wonderful being, who makes 
his bed ^f down, fpins and weaves the thread of the filk- 
worm to clothe himfelf, hath exchanged the cave, his origi- 
nal abode, for a palace, and hath varied his indulgences 
and his wants in a thoufand different ways. 

It is in the nature of man that we muft look for his 
means of happinefs. What does he want to be as happy 
as he can be ? Prefent fubfiftence ; and if he fhould think 
of futurity, the hopes and certainty of enjoying that bleff- 
ing. The favage, who has not been driven into and con- 
fined within the frigid zones by civilized focieties, is not 
in want of this firil of neceffaries. If he fhould lay in no 
fiores, it is becaufe the earth and the fea are refervoirs al-' 
ways open to fupply his wants. Fifh and game are to be 
had all the year, and will fupply the want of fertility in the 
dead feafons. The favage has no houfe, well fecured from 
the accefs of the external air, or commodious fire-places ; 
but his furs anfwer all the purpofes of the roof, the gar- 
ment, and the flove. He works but for his own benefit, 
llecps when he is weary, and is a flranger to watchings 
and refllefs nights. War is a matter of choice to him. 
Danger, like labour, is a condition of his nature, not a 
profeffion annexed to his birth ; a national duty, not a do- 
meftic fervitude. The favage is ferious, but not melan- 
choly ; and his countenance feldom bears the impreffion of 
thofe pafiions and diforders that leave fuch (hocking and 
fatal marks on ours. He cannot feel the want of what he 
does not dcfire, nor can he defire what he is ignorant of. 
Mod of the conveniencies of life are remedies for evils he 
does not feel. Pleafure is the mode of fatisfying appetites 
which his fenfes are unacquainted with. He feldom expe- 
riences any of that wearinefs that arifes from Junfatisfied 
defires, or that emptinefs and uneafinefs of mind that is 
the offspring of prejudice and vanity. In a word, the fa- 
vage is fubje<Sl to none but natural evils. 

But what greater happinefs than this does the civilized 
man enjoy ? His food is more wholefome and delicate than 
that of the favage. He has fofter clothes, and a habita- 
tion better fecured againff the inclemencies of the weather. 
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But the common people, who are to be the fupport and 
bafis of civil fociety, t ho fe numbers ^of men who in all dates 
bear the burthen of hard labour, cannot be faid to live hap^ 
py, either in thofe empires where the confequences of war 
and the imperfection' of the police have reduced them to a 
date of flavcry, or in thofe governments where the progrefs 
of luxury and polifce has redneed them to a date of fervitude. 
The mixed governments feem to prefent fome profpeCfs of 
happinefs unrler the protection of liberty; but this hap- 
pinefs is purchaied by the mod fangninary exertions, which 
repel tyranny for a time only, that it may fall the heavier 
upon the devoted natioi>, fooner or later doomed to op- 
prcirion. Obferve how Caligula and Nero revenged the 
expiihion of the Tarquins, and the death of Ciefar. 

Tyranny, we are told, is the work of the people, and 
not of kingvV But if fo, why do they fuffer it ? Why 
do they not repel the encroachments of defpotifm ; anu, 
while it employs violence and artifice to enflave all the fa- 
culties of men, why do they not oppofe it with all their 
powers ? But is it lawful to niurmer and complain under 
the rod of the oppreffor ? Will it not exafperate and pro- 
voke him to purfue the viClim to death ? The complaints 
of Haves he calls rebellion ; and they are to be difled in a 
dungeon, and fometimes put an end to on a fcaffold. The 
man who diould affert the rights of man would perifh in 
negleCl and infamy. Tyranny, therefore, mud be endur- 
ed, under the name of authority. 

If fo, to what outrages is not the civilized man expofed ! 
If he be poffeflTed of any property, he knows not how far 
he may call it his own, when he mud divide the produce 
between the courtier who may attack his edate, the lawyer 
who mud be paid for teaching him how to preferve it, the 
foldier who may lay it wade, and the colleClor who comes 
to levy unlimited taxes. If he fhould have no property, 
how can he be affured of a permanent fubfiftence ? What 
fpecies of indudry is fecured againd the viciflitudes of for- 
tune, and the encroachments of government ? 

In the foreds of America, if there be a fcarcity in the 
north, the favages bend their courfe to the fouth. The 
wind or the fun will drive a wandering clan to more tem- 
perate climates. But if in our civilized dates, confined 
witliin gates, and redrained within certain limits, femine, 

Ms 



..1^0 HISTORY OF SETTLjEMENTS AND TRADE Booix^'ll. 

or peftileiKpe, fhould consume an empire, it is a prifon 
)vhcre all muft expe<5l to perifh in mifery’, or in the hor- 
rors of (laughter. The man who is unfortunately born 
there, is compelle<l to endure all extortions, all the fev'eri- 
ties that the inclemency of the feafons and the injuftice of 
government may bring upon him. 

In our provinces, the vaffal, or free mercenary, digs and 
and ploughs, the whole year round, lands that are not his 
own, and the produce of which does not belong to him ; 
and he is even happy if his labour can procure him a (hare 
of the crops he has fown and reaped. Obferved and haralT- 
cd by a hard and redlefs landlord, who grudges him even 
the draw on which he reds his weary limbs, tlie wretch i$ 
daily expofed to difeafes, which, joined to his poverty, 
make him widi for death, rather than for an expend ve cure, 
followed by infirmities and toil. Whether tenant or fub- 
jedf, he is doubly a (lave ; if he (hoiild polTefs a few acres, 
bis lord comes and gathers upon them what he has not 
fown ; if he be worth but a yoke of oxen or a pair of horfes, 
he mud employ them in the public fe.rvice ; if Jie fcowld 
have nothing but his perfon, the prince takes him for a fol- 
dter. Everywhere he meets with mailers, and alway# 
with oppreflipn. 

In our cities, the workmen and the artift who have no 
manufadlure of their own are at the mercy of greedy and 
idle maders, who, by the priviiege of monopoly, have pur^ 
chafed of government a power of making indudry work for 
nothing, and of felling its labours at a very high price. 
The lower clafs have no more than the fight of that luxury 
of which d)ey are doubly the vidlims, by the watchings 
and fatigues it occadons them, and by the infolence of the 
pomp that humiliates and oppreffes them. 

Even fuppodng that the dangerous labours of our quar- 
ries, mines, and forges, with all the arts that arc perform- 
ed by fire, ;^ud that the perils which navigation and'eom^* 
merce expofe us to, were lefs pernicious than the roving 
life of tlie favages, who live upon hunting and diking ; 
fuppofe that men, who arc ever lamenting the forrows and 
^iffrpnts that 'arife merely from opinion, arc Icfs unhappy 
than the ravages, who never (bed a tear in the mod excru- 
ciating tortures ; tbere would ftill remain a wide difference 
beiwce#! the fate of the civilized man and the wild Indian, 
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a difference entirely to the difadvantage of focial life. This 
16 the injuitice that prevails in the partial diftribiition of 
fortunes and ftatiom ; an inequality which is at once the 
cffc^fl and the caufe of opprcflion. 

In vain does cnilonn, prejudice, ignorance, and hard la^ 
hour, ftupify the lowo* clafs of mankind, fo as to render 
them infenfibk of their degradation ; neither religion nor 
morality can hinder them horn feeing and feeling the in- 
jtiftice of the arrangements of policy in the diilribution of 
good and evil. How often have we heard the poor man 
expoftulating with Heaven, and aildng what he had done, 
that he ffioald deferve to be bom in an indigent and de- 
pendent llation ? Even if great confli^fs were infeparable 
from the more exalted ftations, which might be fiifficient 
to balance all the advantages and all the fuperiority that 
the focial ftate claims over the ftate of nature, ffill the ob- 
icure man, who is unacquainted with thofc conili(^ 8 , fees 
nothing in a high rank, but that affluence which is the 
caufe of his own poverty. He envies the rich naan thofe 
pie afures to which he is fo accuftomed, that he has loll all 
rclifh for them. What domeftic cam have a real aife 6 b’on 
for his maftcr, or wliat is tiie attachment of a fervant ? Was 
ever prince truly beloved by his courtiers, even when he 
was hated by his f«bje 6 ls i If we prefer our condition 
to that of the favages, it is becaufe civil life has made us 
incapable of bearing fomc natural hardihips which the fa- 
\age is more expofed to than we are, and becaufc we are 
attached to fome indulgences that cuftom has made ne- 
ceffary to us. Even in the vigour of life, a civilized man 
may accuilom himfelf to live among favages and return 
to the ftate of nature. We have an inftance of this in 
that Scotfman who was call away on the ifland of Fer- 
nandez, where he lived alone, and was happy as foon as 
lie was fo taken up witli fupplyirig his wants, as to forget 
his^own coMnery, his language, his name, and even the ar- 
ticulation of words,. After four years, he felt himfelf eafed 
of the burthen of focial life, when he had loft all reflec- 
tion or thought of the paft,.and all anxiety for the future. 

Eaftly, the confeioufnefs of independence being one of 
the ftrft inllinfls in man, he who enjoys this primitive right, 
with a moral certainty of; a competent fubfifteoce, is in- 
comparably happier tlian the rich man, reftrained by lawi, 
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mailers, prejudices, and fafhions, which inceflantly remind 
him of tne lofs of Jiis liberty. To compare the ftate of 
the favages to that of children, is to decide at once the quef- 
tiori that has been fo warmly debated by philofophers, con- 
cerning the advantages of the Hate of nature above thofc 
of focial life. Children, notwithflanding the reflraints of 
education, are in the happieft age of human life. Their 
habitual cheerfulnefs, when they are not under the fchool- 
inafter*8 rod, is the fureft indication of the happinefs they 
feel. After all, a fingle word may determine this great 
queftion. Let us afk the civilized man whether he be hap- 
py, and the favage whether he be unhappy. If they both 
anfwer in the negative, the difpute is at an end. 

Ye civilized nations, this parallel muft certainly be mor- 
tifylng to you ! but you cannot too (Irongly feel the weight 
of the calamities under which you are oppreffed. The 
more painful the fenfation is, the more will it awaken your 
attention to the true caufes of your fufferings. You may 
at laft be convinced that they proceed from the confuHon 
of your opinions, from the dcft(5ls of your pohtical con- 
Hitutions, and from capricious laws, which are in conti- 
nual oppofition to the laws of nature. 

After this inquiry into the moral ilate of the Americans, 
let us return to the natural ftate of their country. Let ua 
fee what it was before the arrival of the Englifti, and what 
it is become under their dominion, 

in •which The firft Engliftimen w'ho went over to 
the En^lifh America to fettle colonies, found immenfe 

found North forefts. The vaft trees that grew up to 
ylmerica, the clouds, were fo furrounded with ereep- 

ing plants, that they could not be ap- 
proached. The w'ild beafts made thefe woods itill more 
inacCeftible. A few favages only were met with, clothed 
with the /l<ins of thofe monfters. The human race, thinly 
fcattered, fled from each other, or purfued only with in- 
tent to deftroy. The earth feerned ufelefs to man, and its 
powers were not exerted fo much for his fupport, as in the 
breeding of animals,, more obedient to the laws of nature. 
It produced fpontaneoufly without afliftance and without 
cliredtion ; it yielded all its bounties with uncontrouled pro* 
fufton for the benefit of all, not for the pkafures or con- 
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veniencies of one fpecies of beings. The rivers in one place 
glided freely through the forefts, in another, fcattered their 
unruffled waters in a wide morafs, from whence, iffuing in 
various dreams, they formed a multitude of iflands, encom* 
pafied with their channels. Spring was renewed from the 
decay of autumn. The withered leaves, rotting at the 
foot of the trees, fupplied them with freih fap to enable 
them to ffloot out new bloflbms. The hollow trunks of 
trees afforded a retreat to prodigious numbers of birds. 
The fea, dafhing againft the coafts, and indenting the 
golfs, threw up fholea of amphibious monfters, enormous 
whales, crabs, and turtles, that fported uncontrouled on 
the defert (liores. There nature exerted her pladic powerj- 
inceffantly producing the gigantic|inhabitant8 of the ocean, 
and afferting the freedom or the earth and the fea. 

But man appeared, and immediately changed the face 
of North America. He introduced fymmetry by the af- 
fidance of all the inftruments of art. The impenetrable 
woods were inllantly cleared, and made room for commo- 
dious dwellings. I’he wild beafts were driven away, and 
flocks of domeftic animals fupplied their place ; while 
thorns and briars made way for rich harvefts. The waters 
forfook part of their domain, and were drained off into the 
interior parts of the land, or into the fea by deep canals. 
The coafts were covered with towns, and the bays with 
fhips ; and thus the New World, like the Old, became 
fubjedl to man. What powerful engines have raifed that 
wonderful ftru^lure of European induftry and policy ? JLet 
U8 refume the confideration of the particulars. In the re- 
moteft part ftands a folitary fpot, diftindl from the whole, 
and which is called Hudfons bay. 


This ftralt, of about ten degrees in Climate of Hud^ 
depth, is formed by the ocean in the dif- Jons bay, and cuf- 
tan^t and northerly parts of America. The tomsand irade of 
breadth of the entrance is fix leagues, but its inhabitants* 
it is only to be attempted from the be- 
ginning of July to the end of September, and is even then 
rather dangerous. This danger arifes from mountains of ice, 
forae of which are fald to be from 15 to 18 hundred feet 
thick, and which having been produced by winters of five 
or fix years duration in little gulfs ConftaiUly filled with' 
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fnows ar/e f5orcie4 opt of theca hy north- well winds, or by 
ibme other extraordinary caufe. The bell way of avoid- 
ing them is to keep aa near as poffible to the northern 
coaft, which mull neeeflarily be lefs obijt ruined and moflt 
free by the natural dire£lion of both winds and currents. 

The north-rwell wind, which blows alraoft conilantly in 
winter, and very often in fummer, frequently raifes violent 
iloitns within the bay itfelf, which is rendered Hill more 
dangerous by the number of fhoals that arc found there. 
Happily, however, fmall groups of iflands arc met with at 
different diflanccs, which are of a fufficient height to af- 
ford a fhelter from the florm. l^elide thefe fmall archi- 
pelagoes, there are in many places large piles of bare rock. 
Except the alga marina, the bay produces as few vege- 
tables as the other northern feas. 

Throughout all the countries furrpunding this bay, the 
fun never rifes or fets without forming a great cone of 
light ; this phenomenon is fucceeded by the aurora borea- 
lis, which tinges the hemifphere with coloured r^sof fuch 
brilliancy, that the fplendour of them is not effaced even 
by tliat of the full moon. Notwithftanding this, there is 
feldom a bright Iky. In fpring and autumn, the air is al- 
ways filled with thick fogs, and in winter, with ari infinite 
number of fmall icicles. Though the heats in the fummer 
be rather confiderable for fix weeks or two months, there 
is fcldam any thunder or lightning, owing, no doubt to 
the gxeat difperfion of the fulphureous exhiations, which, 
however, are fometimes fet on fire by" the aurora borealis ; 
and this light flame confumes the barks of the trees, but 
Leaves their trunks untouched. 

One of the effedls of the extreme cold or fnow that pre- 
vails in this climate, is that of turning thofe animals white 
in winter which are naturally brown or grey. Nature has 
beftowed upon them all, foft, long, and thick, furs, the 
hair of which falls off as the weather grows milder. In 
moil of thefe quadrupeds, the feet, the tail, the ears, and, 
generally fpeaking, all thofe parts in which the circulation 
is flower, becaufe they are the moll remote from the heart, 
are extremely fhort. Wherever they happen to be fome- 
thing longer, they are proportionably well covered. Un- 
der this ^oomy fley, all liquors become folid by freezing,, 
and break the vefleb they are in. Even fpirit of wine lo£s 
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its iluidily. It is not uncommon to fee fragments- of large 
rocka loofened and detached from the great mafs, by the 
force of the froft. All thefe phenomena, common enough 
during the whole winter, are much more terrible at the 
new and full moon, which in thefe regions has an iniluencc 
upon the weather, the caufes of which are not known. 

In this frozen zone, iron, lead, copper, marble, and 1 
fubftance refembling fea-coal, have been difeovered. In 
other refpc^ls, the foil is extremely barren. Except the 
coafts, which arc for the mod part marfhy,. and produce a 
little grafs and fome foft wood ; the red of the country 
affords nothing but very high mofs, and a few weak fhrubs 
very thinly fcattered» 

This deficiency in nature extends itfelf to every thing. 
The human race are few in number, and there are fearce 
any perfons above four feet high. Their heads bear the 
fame enormous proportion to the reft of their bodies as 
thofe of children do. The fmallnefs of their feet makes 
them awkward and tottering in their gait. Small hands 
and a round mouth, which in Europe are reckoned a 
beauty, feem almoft a deformity in thefe people, becaufe 
we fee nothing here but the effeds of a weak organization^ 
and of a cold climate, that contrads and reftrains the prin* . 
ciplcs of growth, and is fatal to the progrefs of animal as . 
well as of vegetable life. All the men, even the youngeft 
of them, though tlrey have neither hair nor beard, have 
the appearance of being old. This is partly occafioned 
from the formation of their lower lip, which is thick, flefhy, 
and projed:ing beyond the upper. Such arc the Efqui- 
maux, who inhabit not only the coaft of Labrador, from 
whence they have taken their name, but likewife all that 
trad of country which extends from the point of Bcllciflc • 
to the moft northern parts of America. 

The inhabitants of Hudfons bay have, like the Green- 
landers, a flat face, with flioit but not flattened nofes, the 
pupil yellow, and the iris black. Their women have marka 
of deformity peculiar to their fex, among others very long 
and flabby breafta. This defed, which is not natural, 
arifes from their enftom of giving fuck to their children till 
they are five or fix years old. , As they often carry them > 
at their backs, the children pull their mothers breafts forci- - 
bly, and almoft fnpport themfelvcs by them. 
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It 13 not true that there are hordes of the Efquimaux en- 
tirely black, as has been fuppofed, and theu accounted 
for ; nor that they live under ground. How fhould they 
dig into a foil, which the cold renders harder than ftone ? 
How is it poflible they fhould live in caverns where they 
would be infallibly drowned by the firft melting of the 
fnows ? 

It is, however, certain, that they fpend the winter un- 
der huts haftily built with flints joined together wdth ce- 
ments of ice, where they live without any other fire but 
that of a lamp hung in the middle of the fhed, for the pur- 
pofe of drefling their game and the fifh they feed upon. 
The heat of their blood, and of their breath, added to the 
vapour arifing from this fmall flame, is fuflicient to make 
their huts as hot as flpves. 

The Efquimaux dwell conftantly in the neighbourhood 
of the fea, which fupplics them with all their provlfions. 
Both their conftitution and complexion partake of the 
quality of their aliment. The flefli of the feal is tlieir 
food, and the oil of the whale is their drink, which pro- 
duces in them all an olive complexion, a flrong fmell of 
fifh, an oily and tenacious fweat, and fometimes a fort of 
fcaly Icprofy, This is, probably, the reafon why the 
mothers have the fame cuflom as the bears, of licking their 
young ones. 

Thefe people, weak and degraded by nature, are not- 
wltbftanding mod intrepid upon a fea that is conftantly 
dangerous. In boats made and fewed together like fo ma- 
ny borachios, but at the fame time fo well clofed that it 
is impoflible for the water to penetrate them, they follow 
the (holes of herrings through the whole of their polar 
emigrations, and attack the whales and feals at the peril of 
their lives. One ilroke of the whale’s tail is fufficient to 
drown a hundred of them, and the feal is armed with teeth 
to devour thofe he cannot drown ; but the hunger of the 
Efquimaux is fuperior to the rage of thefe monfters. T^hey 
have an inordinate dcfire for the whale’s oil, which is ne- 
cefl'ary to preferve the heat in their ftomachs, and defend 
them from the fe verity of the cold. Indeed, whales, men, 
birds, and all the quadrupeds and fifh, of the north, are fup- 
plied by nature with a quantity of fat which prevents the 
mufcles from freezing, and the blood from coagulating. 
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Every thing in thefe ardtic regions is either oily or gummy, 
and even the trees are refmous. 

The Efqulmaux are, notwithftanding, fubjed to two 
fatal difordtrs, the fcurvy and the lofs of fight. The con- 
tinuation of the fnows on the ground, joined to the rever- 
beration of the rays of the fun on the ice, dazzle their 
eyes in fuch a manner, that they are almoft conllantly ob- 
liged to wear lhades made of very thin wood, through 
which fmall apertures for the light are bored with fifh- 
bones. Doomed to a fix months night, they never fee the 
fun hut obliquely, and then it feems rather to blind them 
than to give them light. Sight, the moft delightful blelT- 
•ing of nature, is a fatal gift to them, and they are gener- 
ally deprived of it when young. 

A Hill more cruel evil, which is the fcurvy, confumes 
them by flow degrees. It infinuates itfelf into their blood, 
changes, thickens, and impoveriflics, the whole mafs. 
The fogs, of the fea, which they infpire, the denfe and 
inclaftic air they breathe in their huts, which exclude all 
communication with the external air, the continued and 
tedious ina 61 ivity of their long winters, a mode of life alter- 
nately roving and fedentary ; in a word, every circum- 
Hance ferves to incrcafe this dreadful illnefs ; which in 
a little time becomes contagious, and fpreading itfelf 
throughout their habitations, is alfo probably entailed 
upon their poHerity. 

Notwithftanding thefe inconveniences, the Efquimaux is 
fo paflionately fond of his country, that no inhabitant of 
the moH favoured fpot under heaven quits it with more 
rclu6lance than he does his frozen deferts. One of the 
reafons of this may be, that he finds it difficult to breathe 
in a fofter and more temperate climate. The iky of Am- 
Herdam, Copenhagen, and London, though conHantly ob- 
feured by thick and fetid vapours, is too clear for an 
Efqyimaux. Perhaps too, there may be fomething in the 
change of life and manners Hill more unfavourable to the 
health of favages than the climate. It is not impoffible 
but that the delights of an European may be poifon to 
the Efquimaux. 

Such were the' inhabitants of the country difeovered in 
1607 by Henry Hudfon, who had employed himfelf in 
fearching for a north-weft paflage k> enter into the South 
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fea. This intrepid and able navigator, in i6li, was 
gping through, lor the third time, thefc ftraitJ», which 
were before unknown, when his bafe and treacherous crew 
placed him, with feven of the Tailors who were animated 
with the fame fpirit, in a very flight boat, and left him, 
without either arms or proviiiont, expofed to all the dan- 
gers both of fea and land. The barbarians, who refufed 
him the neceflaries of life, could not, however, rob him of 
the honour of the difeovery ; and the bay which he firft, . 
found out will ever be called by his name. 

The mifcrics of the civil war which followed foon after, 
had, however, made the Englifli forget this diftant coun- 
try, which had nothing to attra^ them. A fucceflion o(^ 
more quiet times had not yet induced them to attend to it, 
when Grofeillers and Radiflbn, two French Canadians, 
having met with fomc difeontent at home, mformed the 
Englifh, who were engaged in repairing the mifehiefs of 
difeord by trade, of the profits arifing from furs, and of 
their claim to the country that furniftied them. Thofe 
who propofed this undertaking fliewed fo much ability, . 
that they were intruded with the execution of it ; and the 
firft cftablifliment they formed fucccedcd fo well, that it 
furpafled their own hopes as well as their promifes. 

This fuccefs alarmed the French, who were afraid, and 
with reafon, that moft of the fine furs which they got 
from the northern parts of Canada, woulri be carried to 
Hudfons bay. Their alarms were confirmed by the un- 
animous teftimony of their Coureurs de Bolsy who, fince 
1656, had been four times as far as the borders of the 
llrait. It would have been an eligible thing to have gone 
by the fame road to attack the new colony ; but the 
diftance being thought too coufideraWc^ notwithftanding 
the convenience of the rivers, it was at length determined 
that the expedition fliould be made by fea. The fate of 
it was trufted to Grofeillers and Radiflbn, who Had tbcen 
eafily prevailed upon to renew their attachment to their 
country.' 

Thcfe two bold and turbulent men failed from Quebec 
in 1682, in two vcflels ill equipped^ and on their arrival,, 
finding themfelves not ftrong enough to attack the enemy, 
they were contented with erecting a fort in the neighbour- 
hoc^ of that they defigned to have taken. From this 
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time there b^gan » rivjalfhip between the two companies# 
one fettled at Canada, the t^her in England, for the ex^ 
clofive trade o^ the bay, which was cotiftantly kept up by 
the difputes it occafioned, till at laft, after each of their 
fettlements had been frequently taken and recovered, all 
boftiliticB were terminated by the treaty of Utrecht, by 
which the whole was ceded to Great Britain. 

Hudfons bay, properly fpeaking, is only a mart for 
trade. The fe verity of the climate having deftroyed all 
the corn fown there at different times, has fruffrated every 
hope of agriculture, and confequently of population. 
Throughout the wh(de of this extenhve coaft, there arc 
not more than ninety or a hundred foldiers, or factors, who 
live in four bad forts, of which York fort is the principal. 
Their buhnefs is to receive the furs brought by the neigh- 
bouring favages in exchange for merchandize, of which 
they have been taught the value and ufe. 

Though thefe Ikins be much more valuable than thofe 
which are found in countries not fo far north, yet they 
are cheaper. The fevages give ten beaver iltins for a gun, 
two for a pound of powder, one for four pounds of lead, 
one for a hatchet, one for Bx knives, two for a pound of 
glafs beads, fix for a cloth coat, five for a petticoat, and 
one for a pound of fnuff. Combs, looking-glalTes, kettles, 
and brandy, fell in proportion. As the beaver is the cout- 
mon meafurc of exchange, by another regulation as irauda- 
lent as the firit, two otter diics and three martins arc re** 
quired inftead of one beaver. Befide this oppreflion, which 
is authorifed, there is another, which is at kah tolerated, by 
which the favages are conftantly defrauded in the quality, 
quantity, and raeafure, of what is given them, and by 
which they kfe about one third of the value. 

From this regulated fyftcm of impohtioo, it is cafy to 
guefe that the commerce of Hudfons bay is a monopoly. 
The^capital of the company that is in pofTcflioo of it was 
origmally no more than 241,500 livrcs [io,o6zl. los.l 
and has been fucceflively increafed to 2,380,500 [99,1871. 
tos.] This capital brings them in an annual return of 
forty or 6fty tboufand Ikms of beavers or other animals, 
upon which they make fo exorbitant a profit, that it ex- 
cites the jealoufy and clamours of the natioq. Two thirds 
nf thefe beautiful furs are either confumed in kind in the 
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three kingdoms, or made ufe of in the national manu- 
fadfures. The reft are carried into Germany, where 
the nature of the climate makes them a valuable com- 
modityr 

Whether there But it is neither the acquifition of 
a pqffage thefe favage riches, nor the ftill greater 
from Hudfons emoluments that might be drawn from 
hay to the Eqft- this trade, if it were made free, which 
Indies. have alone fixed the attention of Eng- 

land, as well as that of all Europe, upon 
this frozen continent. Hudfons bay always has been, and 
is ftill looked upon as the neareft road from Europe to the 
Eaft-Indies, and to the richeft parts of Afia. 

Cabot was the firft who entertained an idea of a north- 
^ weft paflage to the South feas ; but his difcoveries ended 
at Newfoundland. After him followed a multitude of 
Englifli navigators, many of whom had the glory of giving 
their names to favage coafts which no mortal had evei* 
vifited before. Thefe bold and memorable expeditions 
were more ftriking than really ufeful. The moft for- 
tunate of them did not furniih a fingle idea relative to the 
objedl of purfuit. The Dutch, lefs frequent in their 
attempts, and who purfued them with lefs ardour, were 
of courfe not more fuccefsful ; and the whole began t o 
be treated as a chimera, when the difcovery of Hud- 
fons bay rekindled all the hopes that were nearly ex- 
tinguiftied. 

From this time the attempts were renewed with freHi 
ardour. Thofc that had been made before in vain by the 
mother country, whofe attention was engrofled by her own 
inteftine commotions, were purfued by New England, 
whofe fituatlon was more favourable to the enterprife. 
Still, however, for fome time there were more voyages un- 
dertaken than' difcoveries made. The nation was a, long 
time kept in fufpenfe by the contradictory accounts receiv- 
ed from the adventurers. While fome maintained the 
poflibillty, fome the probability, and others aflerted the 
certainty, of the paffage ; the accounts they gave, inftcad 
of clearing ap the point, involved it ftill in greater dark- 
nefs. Indeed, thefe accounts are fo full of obfcnrity and 
confufion, they are lilcnt «p(^n fo important circura- 
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ftances, and they difplay fiich vifible marks of ignorance 
and want of veracity, that, however impatient we may be 
of determining the queftion, it is impoflible to build any 
thing like a folid judgment upon teftimonies fo fufpicious. 
At length the famous expedition of 1746 threw fome kind 
of light upon a point which had remained enveloped in 
darknefs for two centuries paft. But upon wliat grounds 
have the later navigators entertained better hopes ? What 
are the experiments on which they found their conjec- 
tures ? 

Let us proceed to give an account of their arguments. 
There are three fa^ls in natural hiftory, which hencefor- 
ward mufl be taken for granted. The firft is, that the 
tides come from the ocean, and that they extend more or 
lefs into the other feas, in proportion as their chan nek 
communicate with the great refervoir by larger or fmallei*- 
openings ; from whence it follows, that this periodical 
motion cither doth not exift, or is fcarce perceptible in the 
Mediterranean, in the Baltic, and other gulfs of the fame 
nature. A fecond matter of fa6f is, that the tides are 
much later and much weaker in places more remote from 
the ocean, than in thofe which are nearer to it. The third 
fa6l is, that violent winds, which blow in a dire^Bon with 
the tides, make them rife above their ordinary bound- 
aries ; and that thofe which blow in a contrary diredlion 
retard their motion, at the fame time that they diminifh 
their fwelL 

From thefe principles it is mod certain, that if Hudfons 
bay were no more than a gulf inclofed between two con- 
tinents, and had no communication but with the Atlantic, 
the tides in it would be very inconfiderable ; they would 
be weaker in proportion as they were further removed 
from the fource, and would be much lefs ftrong wherever 
they ran in a contrary dire^lion to the wind. But it is 
proved by obfervations made with the greated Ucill and 
precifion, that the tides are very high throughout the 
whole bay. It is certain that they are higher towards the 
bottom of the bay than even in the drait itfelf, or at lead 
in the neighbourhood of it. It is proved, that even this 
height increafes whenever the wind blows from a corner 
oppofite to the drait ; it is therefore certain, that Hudfons 
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bay has a comtnunJcation with the ocean, bcfidc tliat 
which has been already found out. 

Thofe who have endeavoured to explain thefe very 
flriking fadls, by fuppofing a communication of Hudfona 
with jSalhns bay, or with Davis’s (Iraits, are evidently in 
an error. They would not fcruple to rejc6l this opinion, 
for which, indeed, there is no real foundation, if they only 
confidered that the tides are much lower in Davis’s llraits 
and in Baffins bay, than in Hudfoiis. 

But if the tides in Hudfons bay can come neither from 
the Atlantic ocean, nor from any other northern fca, in 
which they are cooftantly much weaker, k follows that 
they mull have their origin in the South fea. And this 
is ftill further apparent from aiiother Icadkig faxk, whkh 
is, that the highell ticks ever obferved upon thefe coafts 
arc always occafioned by the north-well wimls, which blow 
direiAly again 11 the mouth of the ftrait. 

Having thus determined, as much as the nature of the 
fubje<ft will permit, the exillcuoe of this paiTage, fo long 
and fo vainly wilhed for, the next point is, to find out in 
what part of the bay it is to be cxpe£lcd. From confider- 
ing every circuinllaace, we are induced to think that the 
attempts, which liave been hitherto made without either 
choice or method, ought to be diredled towards Welcome 
bay, on the wcllern coall. Firft, the bottom of the fea is 
to be feen there at the depth of about eleven fathom, 
which is an evident fign that the water comes from fome 
ocean, as fuch a traufparency could not exill in waters 
difeharged from rivers, or in melted fnow or rain. Se- 
condly, the currents keep this place always free from ice, 
while all the reft of the bay is covered with it ; and their 
violence cannot be accounted for, but by fuppoling them 
to come from fome weltern fea. Daftly, the whales, which 
towards the latter end of autumn always go in fearch of 
the warmeft climates, are found in great abundance ifi thefe 
parts towards the end of the fumraer, which would feem 
to indicate that there is an outlet for them from thence to 
the South feas, not to the northern ocean. 

It is probable that the palTage is very Ihort. All the 
rivers tiiat empty themfclves on the wellem coall of Hud- 
fons bay are fmall and flow, which feems to prove that they 
do not come from any diftance, and that confequently the 
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lands which fcparate the two feas are of a fmall eatteat* 
This argument is ftreagthened by the height and regular- 
ity of the tides. Wherever there is no other difference 
between the times of the ebb and flow, but that which i# 
occafioned by the retarded progreffioD of the moon in 
her xeturn ^o the meridian, it is a certain fign that the 
ocean from whence thofe tides come is very near. If the 
paffage be.fhort, and not yery far to the north, as every 
thing feems to promife, we may alfo prefume that it is 
not very difficult. The rapidity of the currents obfervable 
in thefe latitudes, which prevents any flakes of ice from 
continuing there, cannot but give fome weight to this 
conje^Iure. 

The difeovery that ftiH remains to be made is of fo much 
importance and utility, that it would be folly to negle<^ 
the purfuit of it. It is confiftent with the intereft, as well 
as the dignity, of Great Britain, that thefe attempts 
ffiould be purfued, either till they fucceed, or till the im* 
poflibllity of fucceeding fhall be demonffrated. The re- 
iblytion which they have taken in 1745, of promifing % 
confiderable reward to the navigators who ffiould fucceed 
in this great projed, difplays their wifdom even in dieir 
generoiity, but is not ftill fufficient to attain the end 
that is propofed. The mjniftry of England muft know, 
that the efforts of individuals will not fucceed, till the 
trade of Hudfons bay be entirely laid open. It ought to 
be made free on every account, and particularly, bccaufc 
the term of the grant given by Charles II has been expired 
for a long time, and hath never been legally prolonged. 
Tlie company in whofe hands the trade is, fince the year 
1670, not fatisfied with negkfting the objeft of their in* 
ftitution, by taking no fteps towards the difeovery of a 
north-weft paffage, have even exerted their utmoft efforts 
to thwart the deflgns of thofe who, either from love of 
glory'^or from other motives, have been impelled to this 
undertaking. Nothing can alter that* fpirit of iniquity 
which conilitutes the effence of monopoly. 

Perhaps we fhould, however, con- from 

fine ourfclves chiefly to the northern feas, Hudfotu bay to 
in order to difeover this long-wiftied-for the Eaji-Indiet 
paffage. About two centuries ago, 3 cotfidered^ 
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report was fpread that there cxifted one fomewhere elfe, 
which was fometimes defcribed under the name of Anian. 
The Spaniards, who were not yet acquainted with the 
paffage from Cape Horn to the South feas, and who got 
tlicre only by the ftraits of Magellan, which w^ere dreaded 
on account of the frequent fhipwrecks that happened 
there, eagerly laid hold of this popular opinion. They 
fitted out five expeditions, as expenfive as they were ufe- 
lefs ; and the rcfult of which was, that Europe was unde- 
ceived with Fcfpe6l to this fabulous account, which the 
Spaniards thcmfelves were accufed of having propagated, . 
in order to divert other nations from the defign of feeking 
a pafiage towards the north. 

This (late of ina 61 ion did not, it is faid, lad long. The 
court of Madrid being informed that New England was ^ 
preparing, in 1636, a new expedition, to difeove-r a paffage- 
through the Frozen fea, likewife ordered one to be fitted 
out at Peru, in order to meet thefe navigators. Admiral 
Fuentes, who was intruded with this expedition, fet out 
from Callao, with four (hips, towards the middle of the 
year 1640. He rapidly overcame all the obdacles which 
nature oppofed to his operations, and arrived himfelf in 
Hudfons bay, while his lieutenants penetrated into Davis’s 
dmits, and into the fea of Tartary, at the extremity of 
Afia. After the difeovery of thefe three p^fiages, the 
fmall fleet very happily regained the South fea, from whence 
it had fet out. It hath been pretended, that the coun- 
cil in India had myderioufly concealed the knowledge of 
this event from the nations, and that they had fupprefled, 
with the greated care, all the accounts which might one 
day revive the memory of it. The Spaniards, . in their 
turn, affirm, that the expedition of Fuentes and the dif- 
eovery are both equally chimerical ; and there can be no 
doubt but that they are entirely in tlie right. 

It is very poflible t iat the writings recently publifhed 
upon ^ this fubje6l have excited a laudable curiofity. The 
government of Mexico, animated with the fame fpirit 
which begins to dimulate the mother country, difpatched, 
on the 13th of June 1773, ^ frigate, dedined to recon- 
noitre America at the highed degree of latitude poffiblci 
The perfons on-board this (hip perceived the coad at 40^ 
49, and even at 55, degrees 43. minutes ; precifely at the 
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fame place where Captain TIchivikow had difcovered it 
upon his firft expedition from Kamtfchatka. The fliip 
entered into the port oF Saint Bias, to take in frefh pro- 
vifions, and then recommenced its cruifes. It can fcarce 
be doubted, but that the delire of gaining information with 
refpedl to the north- well paflage was the principal defign 
of all thefe labours. 

After fo many fruitlefs attempts, if fome navigator 
Ihould appear, whofe flrong mind rifes fuperior to every 
fenfe of danger ; who fears not to encounter the greatell 
and moil various hardlhips, and whofe patience cannot be 
exhaufted by the duration of them : if fuch a one Ihould 
be animated with the fenfe of glory, the only principle 
which makes men rcgardlefs of life, and excites them to 
great undertakings : if he fliould be a welhinformed man, 
fo as to underhand what he fees, and a man of veracity, 
fo as to relate nothing but what he hath feen ; his re- 
fearches will, perhaps, be crowned with better fuccefs. 

This extraordinary man hath appeared in the perfon of 
Captain Cook : that navigator, who is fo much beyond all 
his competitors, is gone for Otaheite. From thence he is 
to proceed to the north of California, there to feek for the 
north-well paflage. He will have, for the purpofe of 
effedling this difeovery, many advantages denied to thofe 
navigators who have gone by the way of Hudfons bay, or 
of the neighbouring latitudes. If this celebrated paflage 
Ihould Hill remain concealed, though it be fought for with 
all his refolution and fldll, it mull be concluded, either 
that it doth not exilt, or that it is not given to man to 
difeover it. 

But how Inconceivable is the viciflitude of all human 
affairs ; how perpetual the fway of delliny, which thwarts 
or favours, retards or accelerates, flops or fufpends, our 
enterprifes ! Cook, whom nature had endowed with the 
geniu^ and intrepidity lA^ceflary for extraordinary aftions ; 
whom a generous and enlightened nation had provided 
with all the means that can iufure fuccefs ; whofe fhip, a 
young monarch, convinced undoubtedly that virtue attends 
upon the progrefs of knowdedge, had given orders to re- 
fpe6l, and to aflill during the courfe of hollilities, as in 
time of full peace ; ^Cook, who bad failed over an immenfe 
extenj^of fpace, and whofe labours were now drawing near 
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to an end, bfea his life by the hand of a favage. The 
man, whofe remains fhould have been depofited by the fide 
of kings, 19 buried at the foot of a tree, in an ifland almoft 
unknown* 

Should his fuccefTor, Captain Clerke, who purfues his 
projcifts, at length difcover this paflage, which hath been 
fo obilinately fought for, and fhould it prove eafy to fail 
through it, the connexions between Europe and the Eaft 
and Weft- Indies will become more animated, more con- 
ftant, and more’ confidcrable. Both the ft raits of Magel- 
lan and Cape Horn will be entirely deferted, and the C^pc 
of Good Hope much lefs frequented. 

Thefe revolutions, which may affeX Hudfons bay in fo 
palpable a manner ,iiwill never change the dcftiny of Canada, 
conquered from France in 1760. 

State of Canada This colony was divided, during the 
Jince it hath fpace of four years, into three military 
been under the governments. Civil and criminal caufes 
dominion of were tried* at Quebec and at Trois Rivi- 
Creat Britain* eres, by the officers of the army ; while 
at Montreal, thefe nice and important 
funXions were intrufted to the citizens. They were both 
equally ignorant of the laws : and the commandant of each 
diftriX, to whom an appeal lay from their fentences, was 
not better informed. 

A new fyftem was eftabliftied in the year 1764. Canada 
was difmembered of the coaft of Labrador, which was 
united to Newfoundland ; of lake Champlain, and of all 
the fpace to the fouth of the forty-fifth degree of latitude, 
which was added to New York ; and of the immenfe ter- 
ritory to the weft of Fort Colette, and of the lake Nlffi- 
pirig, vrhich was put under no government. The remain- 
der, under the title" of the province of Quebec, was ^objeX 
' to one governor. 

At the fame period the colony was put under the laws 
of the admiralty of England ; but this innovation was 
hardly perceived, becaufe it fcarce interefted any but the 
conquerors, who were in pofleffion of all the maritime 
trade. 

Greater attention was paid to the eftabliffiment of the 
code of criminal laws adopted in En^and. This was 
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one of the moft valuabk prefents Canada could poffibly 
receive. 

Before that time, a culprit, whether guilty or only fuf- 
peded, was immediately feized, thrown into prifon, and 
queitioned, without being made acquainted either with 
his crime or with his accufer, and without being allowed 
the liberty of feeing either his relations or friends, or of 
applying to council. He was made to fwear that he 
would tell the truth, that is to fay, accufe himfeJf ; 
and to complete thefe abfurdities, his teftimony was dis- 
regarded. 

Attempts were then made to embarrafs him with cap- 
tious qiiellions, which an impudent and guilty perfon could 
more readily anfwer, than an innocent maa in confufion. 
One might have faid, that the fundion of a judge was 
nothing more than the fubtle art of finding out culprits. 
The prifoner was not confronted with thofe who depofed 
againft him, till the inftant before the judge pronounced 
cither his releafe, or a delay of paffing fentence, for the 
purpofe of obtaining more ample information, or the 
punifiiment of torture or death. In cafe of releafe, the 
innocent man obtained no indemnity ; while, on the other 
hand, the fentence of death was always followed by con- 
fifeation : for fuch, in abridgement, is the-mode of criminal 
procefs in France. The Canadians fooa underftood,. and 
fenfibly felt, the value of a. legiflation which removed all 
thefe evils. 

The civil code of Great Britain did- not give equal fatis^- 
fa£rion* Its ftatutes were complicated,, obfeure, and 
numerous ; they were written in a language which was 
not then familiar to the conquered people. Independent 
of thefe confiderations, the Canadians had lived one hun- 
dred and fifty years under another kind of adminiilratioo, 
which they were attached to by birth, by education, 
by culftom, and perhaps alfo by a kind of national pride. 
They could not, therefore,, but experience great uneafi- 
nefs at feeing a change in the rule of their duties, and in 
the bafis of their property. If difeontent was not carried 
fo far as to difturb public tranquillity, it was becaufe 
the inhabitants of this region had not yet loft that fpirit 
of blind obedience which had fo long diredled all their 
adions; it is becaufe the adminiftrators and magiftrates 
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who had been given to them, were conftantly deviating 
from their inftru^lions, in order to come as near as poffible 
to the cuftoms and maxims which they found eftablifhed. 

The parliament was aware that this arrangement could 
not be lafliing. They fettled, that, on the f rfl: of May 
1775) Canada Ihould recover its hril limits: that it fliould 
be governed by its former jurifprudcnce, and by the cri- 
minal and maritime laws of England : that the free excr- 
cife of the catholic religion fliould be allowed ; and that 
this kind of worfhip fhould never be an obltacle to any of 
the rights of the citizen : that ecclefiaftical tithes, and the 
feudal obligations, which had been fo fortunately difufed 
fince the time of the conquell, fhould recover their former 
influence. A-council, appointed by the king, might annul 
thefe arrangements, and exercife every kind of power, ex- 
cept that of levying taxes. This council was to confifl; of 
twenty-three perfons, promifciioully chofen from among 
the two nations, and fubje6led only to take an oath of 
allegiance. 

This ariftocracy, which was very variable, and entirely 
of a new call, was generally difliked. The ancient fub- 
je<^l8 of Great Britain lately fettled in this new pofTefiion, 
were exceedingly diflatisfied at having part of their nghts 
taken from them. The Canadians, who began to know 
the value of liberty, and who had been flattered with the 
hopes of being under the Englifh government, found 
themfelves, with grief, deceived in their expectations. 
It is probable that the court of London itfelf had not a 
more favourable opinion of this meafure. This kind of 
arrangement had been fuggefted to the government by the 
difeontent which was already known to prevail in mofl: of 
their provinces of the New World. It may be prefumed 
that they will retraCl when circumftances and policy will 
admit of it. 

But yet what became of Canada during the courfe of 
thofe too rapid revolutions that have happened in the 
government ? 

Its population, which the 'events of war had feverely de- 
creafed, hath arifen to one hundred and thirty thoufand 
fouls, in the Cpace of fixteen years. The province hath 
not been indebted .to new colonills for this increafe. 
There has fcarce arrived a fufficient number of Engliflimen, 
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to replace onethoufand or twelve hundred Frenchmen who 
had quitted it at the conqueft. l*his fortunate event hath 
alone been produced by peace, by eafy circumftances, and 
by a multiplication of iifeful labours. ^ 

The hrll: year^of tranquillity have ferved to extricate 
the colony from that kind of chaos into which it had 
been plunged by a deftruftive and unfortunate war. Thefe 
events have foon been fucccedcd by improvements. 

Stockings, lace, coarfc linens, and common fluffs, had 
for a long time been manufadlurcd at Canada. Thefe ma- 
nufadures have been extended but not improved. The 
two latter muft remain in this ftate of degradation till they 
are taken out of the hands of women, who are alone- em* 
ployed in them, as well as in others more fuitable to their 
fcx. 

The beaver and fur trade hath not diminifhed, as it was 
apprehended. It hath even rather increafed, becaufe the 
Canadians, more adive than their neighbours, and better 
fkilled in treating with the favages, have fucceeded in re- 
flraining the intercourfe between Hudfons bay and New 
York. Befides, the value of the furs is doubled in Europe, 
while the price of the articles which are given in exchange . 
is but a little enhanced. 

Though the feaa in the neighbourhood of Canada abound 
in fifh, the Canadians have feldom frequented them. The 
natural obftacles which render them averfe from navigation, 
alfo difgufl them of fiihing. The cod fifhery, howCver, 
formerly attempted at Gafpe and at Mont Louis ; that of 
the falmon and of the feal, eflablidied upon the coaft of 
Labrador, have made fome progrefs fince the conquefl. 
The whale fifhery hath even been attempted, but not with 
fufficient fuccefs to be continued. It will undoubtedly be 
revived, when an inereafe of Tailors and of knowledge, and 
perhaps when gratuiues, properly beftowed, fhaAl have 
levelled every difficulty, 

, The cattle have increafed, ahd yet there is no meat falt- 
ed, except for the internal confumption, and for the exte- 
rior navigation of the colony. Some of thefe fait provi- 
fions will foon be fent to the Weft^Indics, in the fame 
manner as horfes now are ; which though fmall, are inde- 
fatigable. 
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The culture of flax, hemp, and tobacco, hatn vifiblv 
in<;reafcd. That of corn hath particularly engaged the at- 
tention of the colony. In 177c, it began to fiirnifli flour 
to the Weft-Indies, and feeds to Italy, to Portugal, to 
Spain, and even to England ; and this exportation incieafes 
continually. 

In 1769, the prod udlions fqjd to foreigners amounted 
104,077,602 livres 7 fols 8 d^niers [about 169,9001. 2s, 
4d.i They were carried off by about feventy veffels from 
Old or New England, feveral ' of which came with their 
ballaft only. The others brought to the colony rum, mo- 
lafles, coffee, and fugar, from the Weft-Indies; fait, oil, 
wine, and brandy, from Spain, Italy and Portugal ; and 
fluffs, linens, and houfehold furniture, from the mother 
country. Canada is properly in pofleflion of no other (hips 
except thofe which are neceffary for the internal confump- 
tion ; a dozen of fmall veffels which are employed in the 
feal flfliery ; and five or fix, which are fent to the Antilles. 
The conftru(flion of veffels, far from having been more fre- 
quent, hath diminifhed fince the conqueft ; and it is to the 
dearnefs of labour, in which more hands are employed, 
that this change, which it was not natural to expedi, mull 
be attributed. 

' This inconvenience hath not prevented the colony from 
becoming richer than it was under another dominion. Its 
debts have been entirely paid fince the year 1772, and it 
hath no paper currency. Its fpccies increales daily, both 
by the multiplication of its commodities, and by the ex- 
pences of government. Befides what Great Britain hath 
expended for the troops, the civil adminiftration of Canada 
cofts the country annually 625,000 livres [26,04 [1. 13s. 
4d.] while it receives only 225,000 livres [9)375h] from 
the duties which it hath impofed, in 1765, 1772, and 
1773, on the wines, brandy, rum, molaffes, glafs, and 
colours. 

The extent of Canada, the fertility of its foil, the falu- 
brity of its climate, fliould feem to invite it to a great de- 
gree of profperity ; but this is impeded by powerful ob- 
ftacles. This region hath only one river for its exports 
and imports, and even this is blocked up by ice, fo as not 
to be navigable during fix months ) while heavy fogs ren- 
der iht navigation of it flow and difficult throughout the 
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reft of the year. Hence it will happen, that the other 
northern colonies which have the fame productions as this 
colony, and have not fimilar obftacles to furmount, will al- 
ways have a decided advantage over it, for the large fifh- 
eries, and for the navigation to the Weft-Indies and to 
•Europe. In this refpeCf the ifland of St. John is more 
fortunately circumftanced. 

When the Engllfh took pofleflion of What is become of 
the ifland of St. John, fituated on the the tflands*of St, 
gulf of St. Lawrence, they had the John, of Magda* 
bad policy to expel from thence more kn^ and of Cape 
than three thoufand Frenchmen, who Breton, fine e fuh^ 
had lately formed fettlements there. je 8 edtoihe Britijlr, 
No fooner had the property of the 
ifland been infured to the conqueror ^by treaties, than the 
earl of Egmont was defirous of becoming mafter of it. He 
engaged to furnifh twelve hundred armed men for the de- 
fence of the colony, provided he were permitted to cede, 
on the fame conditions, and in mefne fee, fome confider- 
able portions of his territory. Thefe offers were agreeable 
to the court of London ; but by a law which was made at 
the memorable period of the reftoration of Charles II the 
granting of the domains of the crown upon the ftipulation 
of a military fervice, or of a feudal homage, had been for- 
bidden. The lawyei-s determined that this ftatute affeCled 
the New as well as the Old World, and this decilion fug- 
gelled other ideas to government. 

The long and cruel ftorm by which the globe had been 
agitated was appealed. Moft of the officers who had feal- 
ed the triumpflis of England with their blood. Were unem- 
ployed, and without fubfiftence. It was imagined to di- 
vide the foil of St. John among them, upon condition that, 
after ten years of free enjoyment, they fliould annually 
pay to*the treai'ury, as they do in moft of the provinces of 
the continent of America, 2 livres 10 fols 7 deniers and a 
half [about 2s. for every hundred acres they fhould" 

poflefs. Very few of thefe new proprietors intended to 
fettle in thefe diftant regions ; very few of them were able 
to furnifh the fums neceflary for clearing a portion of land 
of any extent. Moft of them ceded their rights, for a 
greater or lefs time, and for a rent more or lefs .moderate, 
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to fome Irifhmen, and efpccially to fome Scotch Hfgh- 
Janders, The number of colonifts doth not yet amount to 
twelve hundred; who arc employed in ihe cod fifhery, and 
in cultures of different kinds. I'hey have no intercoiirfe 
with Europe, but trade only with Qyiebcc and witir Ha* 
lifax. 

Till 1772, St.John depended upon Nova Scotia^ At 
this period it formed a feparate flate. It obtained a go- 
vernor, a council, an aflembly, a cuftom-houfe, and an 
admiralty. Portlajoic, which is now called Ciiarlotte 
town, is the capital of the colony. 

An ifland of fo fmall an exteni fcarcc appeared worthy 
of the importance it acquired by favours which we cannot 
account for. In order to givi: a kind of reality to this fet- 
tlement, the iflands of Magdalen, inhabited by a few per- 
fons employed in the cod fifliery, and in catching fcj»cowf, 
were annexed to it ; as was a!lb Cape BrTon, which was 
formerly famous, but which hath loll its importance by its 
change of government. Louifburg, the terror of Englilh 
America not twenty years ago, is now no more than a 
heap of ruins. The four thoidhud Frenchmen who had 
been difperfed after the conqucfl, by an unjuft and ill- 
judged mirtruft, have only been replaced by five or fix 
hundred men, who are more engaged in fmuggling than in 
lilhing. Even the coal mines have no longer been attend- 
ed to. 

Thcfe mines arc very abundant at Cape Breton, are cafi- 
ly worked, and are in foinc mcafurc iiicxhauftible. Under 
the former pofTcirors a , great confufion prevailed in them, 
which the new government liave vvilhed to prevent, by re- 
ferving the property to themfelves, in order to cede it only 
to thoCe who fhould have fufficient means to render it ufe- 
ful. sThpfe who will engage in this undertaking, with the 
funds requifite, will find an advantageous mart in all the 
weftein iilands of America, and even upon the coalis, and 
in the ports of the northern continent, where the dearnefs 
of wood is already experienced, and where it will be ftill 
more ferifiMy felt every day. This fpecies of induftry 
would form a trade to the colony, which would be ever if> 
creafing; and it would even extend to flfheriesi but not to 
that degree as ever to render them equal to thofe of New* 
foundland. 
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Tnra iflind, iitiiated between 46 and Defcnptlon of 
52 degrees of noah latitude, is feparat- the ijland of 
ed from the coafl of Labrador only by a Newfoundland. 
channel of moderate breadth, known by 
the name of Belleide ftralts. It is of a triangular form, 
and fomething more than three hundred leagues, in circum- 
ference. We can only fpeak by conjedlure of the inland 
parts of it, on account of the difficulty ot penetrating far 
into it, and tlie apparent inutility of fucceedin^ in the at- 
tempt. The little that is known of it is, that it is full or 
very llecp rocks, mountains covered with bad wood, and 
fome very narrow and fandy valleys, Thefe inacceffible 
places are ftocked with deer, which multiply with the great- 
er cafe on account of the fecurity of their fituation.^ No 
favagea have ever been feen there except fome Efquimaux, 
who come over from the continent in the hunting fcafon. 
The coail abounds with creeks, roads, and harbours ; ia 
fometimes covered with mofs, but more commonly with 
fmall pebbles, which feem as if they had been placed there 
by dcfign, for the purpofe of drying the fiih caught in the 
neighbourhood. In all the open places, where the flat 
ftoncs refled the fun’s rays, the heat is exceflive. The 
reft of the country is entirely cold ; lefs h>, however, from 
its fituation, than from the heights, the forefts, the winds, 
and above all, the vail mountains of ice which come out 
of the northern Teas, and fix on thefe coafts. The fky to- 
wards the northern and weflern parts is conftantly ferene, 
but is much Itfs fo towards the call and fouth, both of 
thefe points being too near the great bank, which h enve- 
loped in a perpetual fog. 


Newfoundland was difeovered in 
1497, by John Cabot, a Venetian ; but 
this diifcovery was not purfued. At the 
return of this great navigator, England 
was too much taken up with its difputes 
with Scotland, to give any ferious atten- 
tion to fuch diftant interefls. 

Thirty years afterwards, Henry VIII fent two fhips to 
take a. more particular fur vey of the iflind, which had as 
yet been only perceived. One of thefe itiipr was loft upon 
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thofe favage coafts, and the other returned to England 
without having acquired any information. 

Another voyage, undertaken in 1536, was more fuc- 
cefsful. The adventurers, who had undertaken it, with 
the afliftance of government, informed their country that a 
great quantity of cod fifh might be caught at Newfound- 
land. This information was not entirely ufelefs ; and foon 
after, fomc fmall vefTels were fent from England in the 
ipring, which returned in autumn with their whole freight 
of fiih, both fait and dried. 

At fir ft, the territory which was requifite to prepare the 
cod fi/h belonged to the firft perfon who feized upon it. 
This cuftom proved a perpetual fource of difcord. Sir 
Thomas Hamplhire, who was fent by Queen Elizabeth, 
in 1582, into thefe latitudes with five fhips, was authorifed 
to fecure to every fifherman the property of that portion 
of the coaft which he chofe. 

This new arrangement multiplied the expeditions to 
Newfoundland to fuch a degree, that, in 1615, two hun- 
dred and fifty Englifh veflels were feen upon thofe coafts, 
the lading of which amounted in all to fifteen thoufand 
tons. All thefe vefTels had failed from Europe. It was 
not till fome years after that fixed habitations were formed 
there, which gradually occupied, on the eaftern coaft, the 
fpace that extends from Conception bay to Cape Ras. 
Thofe who were concerned in the fifhery being forced, 
both from the nature of their employment and that of the 
foil, to live at a diftance from each other, opened paths of 
communication through the woods. Tlieir general rendez- 
vous was at St. Jolins, where, in an excellent harbour, 
formed between two mountains at a very fmall diftance 
from each other, they met with privateers from the msother 
country, who lupplied them with* every neceftary article, 
an exchange for the produce of their fifliery. 

The French had turned their views towards Newfound- 
land before this prqfperity of the Englifh trade. They 
pretend even that they have frequented the coafts of this 
ifland fince the beginning of the fixteenth century. This 
period may be too remote ; but it is certain that they fre- 
<|uented them before the year 1634, when they obtained, 
according to the account of their rivals, from Charles I 
the liberty of ftfliing in thefe latitudes, on the condition of 
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paying him a duty of five per cent. But this tribute, 
which was equally burthenfome and humiliating, was fooi^ 
after taken off. 

However this faft may be, the truth of which is not af- 
certained by any record, it is proved, that, towards the 
middle of the feventcenth century, the French went an- 
nually to Newfoundland. They did not, it is true, filh on 
the wcftern coail of the.ifland, though, as it made part of 
the gulf of St. Lawrence, it was iinderilood to belong to 
them ; but they frequented in great numbers the northern 
part, which they had called Le Petit NorcL Some of thent 
had even fixed upon the fouthern part, where they had 
formed a kind of town upon the bay of Placentia, which 
united all the canveniencies that could be wifhed for to ob- 
tain a fuccefsful fdhery. 

Among all the fettlements with which the Europeans 
have covered the New World, there is none of the nature 
of that of Newfoundland. The others have generally been 
the deftrudlion of the firft colonifis they have received, and 
of a great number of their fuccelTors ; this climate, of it- 
felf, hath not defiroyed one fingle perfon ; it hath even re- 
“ilored llrength to fome of thofe whofe health had been 
affeded by lefs wholefome climates. The other colonies 
have exhibited a feries of injuftice, opprcfiion, and carnage, 
which will for ever be holden in deteftation*. Newfound- 
land alone hath not offended againll humanity^ nor injured 
the rights of any people. The other fettlements have 
yielded produdions, only by receiving an equal value in 
exchange. Newfoundland alone hath drawn from the 
depths of the waters riches formed by nature alone, and 
which furnilh fubfillence to feveral countries of both he- 
''mifpheres. 

How much time hath elapfed before this parallel hath 
been made ! Of what importance did fifh appear, w’hen 
compared to the money wdiich men went in fearch of in the 
New World ? It was long before it was underftood, if 
even it be yet underftood, that the reprefentation of the 
thing is not of greater value than the thing itfelf ; and 
that a ftiip filled with cod, and a galleon, are veffcis equal- 
ly laden with gold. There is even this remarkable differ- 
ence, that mines can be exhaufted, and that the fifheries 
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never are. Gold is not reproduced, but the fi(h are fa 
inceflantly. 

The wealth of the fifheries of Newfoundland had made 
fuch a fmall impreflioii upon the court of Verfailles in par- 
ticular, that they had not even thought of thofe latitudes, 
before 1660 ; and that even then, they took no further 
notice of it, than to deilroy tlvc good which had been done 
there by their fubje^ls without their fanftion. They gave 
up the properly of Placentia bay to a private naan named 
Gargot j but this rapacious man was driven away by the 
fifhermen, whom he had been allowed to fpoih The mi- 
nidry did not perfift in fupporting the injuftice of which 
they had been guilty ; and neverihelcfs the opprefRon of the 
colony was not diminifhed.. The laborious men whom ne- 
ceffity had united upon this barren and favage land, being 
now drawn out of that fortunate oblivion in which they 
had remaifted, were perfecuted without intermiflion by the 
commanders who fuccecdcd each other in a fort which had 
been cotiftru<Sted.. This tyranny, by which the colonifls 
were prevented from acquiring that degree of competency 
that was necelTary to enable them to purfue their labours 
with fuccefs, mull alfo hinder them from increafing their 
numbers. The French fiHiery, thWefore, could never 
profper fo well as that of the Englifh. 

Notwithllanding this, Great Britain, at the treaty of 
Utrecht, did not forget that her enterprifmg neighbours, 
fupported by the Canadians, accullomed to fudden attacks, 
and to the fatigues of the chafe, had feveral times, during 
the two lad wars, carried devaftation into her fettlcments. 
This was fufheient to induce her to demand the entire pof- 
feffion of the ifland j and France, exhautted by her mif- 
fortunes, rcfolved to make this facrifice ; not, however, 
without referving to themfelves not only the right of (ifh- 
ing on one part of the ifland, but alfo on the great batrk, 
which was confidercd as belonging to it, 

Impoi'tance of The fifh for which thefc latitudes are 
the fjhery to fo famous is the cod. The length of this. 

Newfoundland, ftih does not exceed three feet, and is 
often Icfs ; but the fea does not produce 
any with mouths as large in proportion to tlveir fizcj or 
who are fa voraiQious. Broken pieces of earthen ware. 
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iron, find glafs, are often fbund in their bellies. The do- 
mach, indeed, does not, as has been imagined, digeft thcfe 
hard fubftances, but by a certain power of inverting itfelf, 
like a pocket, difeharges whatever loads if. lliis fifk 
would have been lefs voracious, if its ftomach had not been 
capable of being inverted. Its organization makes it in- 
different with refpedt to the nature of the fuftenance it 
feeds upon. The cohformation of the organs is the ^rirt« 
eiplc of appetite in all the living fubftances in the three na- 
tural kingdoms. • 

The cod fifti is found in the northern feas of Europe, 
The flfbery is carried on there by thirty Engllfti, fiJtty 
French, and 150 Dutch, veflels which, taken together, 
carry from 80 to 100 tons burthen. Their competitors 
aje the Irifli, and above all, the Norwegians. The latter 
arc employed, before the tiihing feafon, in collefting upoo-^ 
the coaft, the eggs of tlie cod', which is the ufual bait for 
ju’lchards. They fell, commnnibus annlSi from twenty to 
twenty*two thoufand tons of this ftfh, at nine livres [75. 
6 d.] per to?^. If markets could be found for it, it might be 
taken in greater quantity : for an able naturalift, who has 
had the patience to count the eggs of one fingle cod, has^ 
found 9,344,000 of them. This bounty of nature mull 
be ftill more couliderable at Newfoundland, where the cod' 
ti(h is found in infinitely greater plenty; 

The fiih of Newfoundland is alfo more delfcate, thougli- 
not fo white ; but it is not an object of trade \vhcrt frem„ 
:ijid only ferves for the foexi of thofe who are employed in 
the fi^hcry^ When it is faffed and dried, or only falted, it 
becomes a ufeful article to a great part of Europe and 
America. That which is only faffed fs called green cod,'" 
and is caught upon the great bank. 

This bank is one of thofe mountains thar are formed fin- 
der water by the earth which the fea is continually wafhing 
away* from the continent. Both its extremities terminate, 
fo much in a point, that it is difficult to affign the precifs 
extent of it, but it is generally reckoned to be 160 leagues 
Lung, and 90 broatL Towards the middle of it, on the- 
European fide, is a kind of bay, • which has been called the 
ditch. Throughout all; this fpace, the depth of water is 
very different ; in fome places there are only five, in others 
above fixtv, fathoo'. The fun fcarce ever ftiews itfelf there, 

N5 



298 HISTORY OF settlements AND TRADE BookXVll* 

and the {ley is generally covered with a thick cold 
The waves arc always agitated, and the winds always high 
about this fpot, which muft.be owing to this circumftance, 
that the fea being irregularly driven forward by currents, 
bearing fometimes on one fide, and fometimes on the 
other, ftrikes with impetuofity againft the borders, which 
are everywhere perpendicular, and is repelled from them 
with equal violence. This is moft likely to be the true rea- 
fon, becaufe on the bank itfelf, at a little diftance from the 
borders, the fituation is as tranquil as in a harbour, except 
when a violent wind, which comes from a greater diftance, 
happens to blow there. 

From the middle of July to the latter end of Auguft, 
there is no cod found either upon the great bank, or any 
of the fmaJl ones near it, but all the reft of the year the 
fiftiery is carried on. 

Previous to their beginning the fiftiery, they build a 
gallery on the outfidc of the ftiip, which , reaches from the 
main-maft to the ftern, and fometimes the whole length 
of the veflcl. This gallery is futniftied with barrels, with 
the tops beaten out. The fiftiermen place ihemfelves within 
thefe, and are fhcltered from the weather by a pitched co- 
vering fattened to the barrels. As foon as they catch a 
cod they cut out its tongue, and give the filh to one of 
the boys, to carry it to a perfon appointed for the purpofe, 
who immediately ftrikes off the head, plucks out the liver 
and entrails, ^nd then lets it fall through a fmall hatchway 
Jbetween the decks ; when another man takes it and draws 
out the bone as far as the navel,- and then lets it fink 
through another hatchway into the hold, wdiere it is faked 
and ranged in piles. The perfon who falts it takes care to 
leave fait enough betweeri each row of fifii, but not more 
than is fufficient to prevent their touching each other, for 
cither of thefe circumftances negledled would fpoil the 
cod. 

But it is a well-attefted phenomenon, that the cod fifti- 
ery is fcarcely begun before the fea becomes oily, grows 
calm, and the barks are feen floating upon the fuiface of 
the waters as upon a polilhed mirror. The fame effed: is 
produced by the' oil which runs from a whale when it is 
cut to pieces. A ftiip newly tarred appeafes the fea under 
it and round the veflels which are ^ear it. In 1756, Dr. 
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Franklin, going to Louifburg with a great fleet, obferved 
that the way of two fhips was remarkably fmooth, while 
that of the others was agitated ; upon afking the captain 
the reafon of this, he was told that this difference was oc- 
cafioned by the wafhing of the kitchen utenfib. Dr. 
Franklin was not fatisfied with this reafon, byt foon found 
out the truth of it by a feries of experiments, by which he 
difeovered that a few drops of oil, the whole of which, 
united toget})er, would fcarce have filled a fpoon, quieted 
the waves at more than a hundred toifes diftance, with a 
celerity of expanfion as marvellous as its divifion. 

It appears that vegetable oil is more efficacious than 
animal oil. The calm which is produced by this is reckon- 
ed to laft two hours out at .fea,.. where this effed requires 
the effufion of a confiderable quantity of oil. The facri- 
fice of a few barrels of this fluid hath faved fome great vef- 
fels from fhipwreck, with which they were threatened by 
the moft dreadful tempeff. 

Notwithflauding an infinite number of authentic fads, 
it is as yet doubtful whether oil, or in general all fat fub- 
ftances, whether fluid or feparated, have the propertyof 
lowering the height of the waves. They appear to have 
no effed but againft the breakers. 

It is faid that the fea breaks when it rifes very high in 
foaming, and in forming as it were columns of water, which 
fall down again with great violence. When the fea is 
high, the waves afeend, but follow each other regularly, 
and the Ihips give way without danger to this motion, 
which feems to carry them up to the flues, or down to the 
infernal regions. But when the waves are violently agitat- 
ed by winds which blow in contrary diredions, or from 
fome other caule, this is not the cafe. Two fhips clofe 
enough to fpeak, are fuddenly hid from each other’s fight. 
A mountain of water rifes between them, which when it 
corftes to break and fall upon them, is fufficient to dafh 
them to pieces. This ftate of the fea is not a common 
one. One may fail a long time without being expofed to 
it. But if the ufc of oil fliould preferve but one fingle vef- 
fcl among the multitude of thofe which cover the ocean ini 
a great number of years, the importance of this cafy fuc*' 
cour would flill be very confiderable. 
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The fifhermen of Liibon,^ an4 thofc of the Bermudas^, 
reftore calm and tranfparency to4hc fca with a little oih 
which immediately puts a flap to the irregularity of the rays 
of light, and enables tlicm to- perceive the hih. The mo-* 
dern divers who go in fearch of pearls in the bottom of the 
fea, accttdom themfelves, in imitation of the ancients, to. 
fill their mouths with oil, which they throw out drop by 
drop, in proportion as the darknefs conceals their prey 
from them. Some of them guefs at the prefcncc of the 
ftiark, or at the abundance of the herring, in thofc places 
where the fca offers them a calm not to be found in the 
neighbouring latitudes. Some perfpns attribute this to the 
oil which makes its cfcapc from the body of the herring ; 
others fay that it is preffed out of the herring by the teeth 
©f the ihark while he is devouring that Tim. The fame 
method is ufed fometimes to difeover the points of roeks 
concealed by the agitation of the waves, fometimes^to reach, 
land with lefs danger. For this pnrpofc fomc f«rpcnd be- 
hind their boats a parcel of intcftincs filled with the fat of 
the fulmar or petrel, a bird which throws up in its natural 
date the oil of the fifh upon which it feeds. Others, in- 
stead of this ufe a jar turned upfide down, from which the 
oil drops gradually through an opening made in the cork* 
The terrible element, therefore, which hath feparated con- 
tinents from each other ; which deluges whole countries ; 
which drives animals and men before it, and which will one 
day encroach upon their dwellings, may be appeafed in its 
wrath, if a feather dipped in oil be paffed over its furface. 
Who knows what may be the confcqucnce of this difco-> 
very, if wc may give that name to a piece of information, 
the knowledge of which cannot ht difputcd with Ariftotle 
or Pliny ? If a feather dipped in oil can fmooth the watesj^ 
what will not be the effect of long win^ conftantly moift- 
ened with this ftuid, and mcclsanicaBy adapted to our 
Ibips ? ... 

This idea will not fail of cacitiiig the ridicule of our 
fiipcrficial*mmdrd o»en ; but it is not for foch that I write. 
Wc treat popular opimont with too much contempt. We 
decide with too much ballc cwi the poffibility or impoffibil* 
rty of things. In our opinion of Pliny the natutalifi, wc 
have paffed from one extreme to the other. Our anceftort 
have granted too* touch to Ariftotle, while wc perhaps have 
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denied hhn more than it beej^me men, the moll infoimed 
among whom hath not fufficient knowledge qither to ap- 
prove or contradift his book en animals. This difdain 
might perhaps be ejccufed in a Buffon, a Dawbeoton, or 
aCinnaens; but it always excites ©ur indignation when 
we meet with it in him, who, departing from his own 
fphere, and neglcdling fame which offers itfelf to him, 
in order to ron after that which flies from him, (hall 
venture to decide upon the merit of thefe men of genius, 
with peremptorinefs, which would difguft us, if even it 
were fupported by the mod llriking and lead conteftible 
claims. 

. According to natural right, the filhery upon the great 
bank ought to have been common to all mankind ; not- 
withdanding which the two powers that had forn^ed co* 
Ionics in North America, have made very little difficulty of 
appropriating it to themfelves. Spain, who alone could 
have any claim to it, and who, from the number of her 
monks, might have pleaded the necefiity of afferting it, 
entirely gave up the matter at the lad peace, fince whrch 
time the Englilh and French are the only nations that fre- 
quent thefe latitudes. 

In 1773, France feat there five vtffek, which formed 
nine thoufand three hundred and feventy-five tons, and the 
crews of which confifted of fixteen hundred and eighty* 
eight men. Two millions one hundred and forty-one 
thqufand cod fhh were caught, which produced one hun- 
dred and twenty-two ho^fheads of oil 5 the entire product 
was fold for 1^.21, dry hvres [59,233!. 198. 2d. 3 

The fisheries of the rival nation were much more coo- 
fiderable. Few of thoCe who were employed in it had 
come from Europe* Moft of them came from New Eng- 
land, Nova Scotiaj ai>d from the illartd of Newfoundland 
itfelf* Their veffels were fmall, cafily managed, rifing 
little above the furface of the water, and not liable to be 
(Irongly affeftcd by the winds or the agitation of the 
waves. Thefe vefEels were manned with failors more in- 
ured to fatigue, more accuftomed to bear cold, and more 
ufed to ftri<^ difeipline. They carried with them a bait 
infinitely fuperior to that which was found upon the fpot* 
Their nffiery was therefore iiifinilely fuperior td that of 
the French j but as they had Icfs opportunities of ^getting 
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rid of the green cod tharrthe latter, the greater part of the 
fifh which they caught was carried to the neighbouring 
coafts, where it was converted into dried cOd. 

This branch of trade is carried on in two different ways. 
That which is called the wandering fifhery belongs to vef- 
fels which fail every year from Europe to Newfoundland, 
at the end of March, or in April. As they approach the 
ifland, they frequently meet with a quantity of ice, driven 
by the northern currents towards the fouth, wl>ich is 
broken to pieces by repeated (hocks, and melts fooner or 
later at the return of the heats. Thefe portions of ice are 
frequently a league in circumference ; they are as high as 
the loftieft mountains, and extend above fixty or eighty 
fathom under water. When joined to fmaller pieces, they 
fometimes occupy a fpace of a hundred leagues in length, 
and twenty-five or thirty in breadth. Intereil, "which ob- 
liges the mariners to come to their landings as foon as 
poffible, that they may have their choice of the harbours 
mod favourable to the filhery, m^kes them brave the ri- 
gour of the fetifons and of the elements, which are all in 
confpiracy againfl human induftry. The moll formidable 
rampart erected by military art, the dreadful cannonade 
of a befieged town, the terrors of the moil fkilful and ob- 
ftinate fea-fight, require lefs intrepidity and experience to 
encounter them, than thefe enormous floating bulwarks^ 
which the fea oppofes to thefe fmall fleets of fifliermen. 
But the mod infatiable of all pafiions, the third of gold, 
furmounts every obdacle, and carries the mariner acrofs 
thefe mountains of ice to the fpot where the (hips are to 
take in their lading. 

The fird thing to be done after landing is to cut woodj 
and eredl or repair fcaffolds. All hands are employed in 
this work. When it is linifhed, the company divide j one 
half of the crew flays afhore to cure the fifli, and the other 
goes on-board in fmall boats. The boats defig ned Rir the 
fifhery of the caplain carry four men, and thofe for tlie cod 
three. xThefe lad boatSy of which there is the giieated 
number, fail before it is light, generally at the didance of 
three, four, or five, leagues from the coad, and return in 
the evening to the fcaflblds near the fea-fide, where they 
depofit the produce of the day. 

When one man has taken off the cod’s head, and gutted 
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it, he gives it to another, who flices it, and puts it in fait, 
where it remains eight or ten days. After it has been 
well wafhed, it ia laid on gravel, where it is left till it is 
quite dry. It is then piled up in heaps, and left for fome 
days to drain. It is then again laid on the ftrand, where 
it continues drying, and takes the colour we fee it have in 
Europe. 

There are no fatigues whatever to be compared with 
the labours of this fiihery, which hardly leaves thofe who 
work at it four hours jell in the night. Happily, the 
falubrity of the climate preferves the health of the people 
under fuch fevere trials ; and thefe labours would be 
thought nothing of, if they were better rewarded by the 
•produce. 

But there are fome harbours where the ftrand is at fo 
great a diftance from the fea, that a great deal of time is 
loft in getting to it ; and others, in which the bottom is of 
folid rock, and without varee, fo that the fifh do not fre- 
quent them. There are others again, where the fifti grow 
yellow, from a mixture of frefli water with the fait ; and 
fome, in which it is fcorched by the reverberation of the 
fun’s rays refle<Eled from the mountains. 

Even in the moft favourable harbours, the people are 
not always fure of a fuccefsful fifhery. The fifh cannot 
abound equally in. all parts ; it is fometimes found to the 
north, fometimes to the fouth, and at other times in the 
middle of the coaft, according as it is driven by the winds, 
or attra 61 :ed"by the caplain. The liftiermcn who happen to 
fix at a diftance from the places which the fifti frequent, 
are very unfortunate, for their expenc^s are all thrown 
away, bccaufe it is impoffible for them to follow the fifti 
with all their neceffary apparatus. 

The filhery ends about the beginning of September, be- 
caufe at that time the fun has not power enough to dry 
tbe^fifh ; but when it has been fuccefsful, the managers 
give over before that time, and make the beft of their way 
either to the Caiibhee iflands, or to the Roman Catholic 
ftates in Europe, that they may not be deprived of the 
advantages of the firft markets, which might be loft by an 
over-ftock. 

In 1773, one hundred and four, veflels, which compofed 
£fteen ihoufand ftx hundred and ' twenty-one tons, and 
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which were manned by Teven thoufand two hundred and 
fixty-three failors, were fent from the ports of FrartC<^ fcrr 
this fifhery. Their labours were rewarded by a hundred 
and ninety thoufand one hundred and fixty quintals of filh, 
and two thoufand eight hundred and twenty-five hogfheads 
of oil. Thefe two articles un'Ite'd produced 3>8 16,58a 
livres [159,024!. 3s. 4d.] 

But how hath it happened, th«t an empire, the popula- 
tion of which is immerife, and its eoafts very cxtenfive ; 
that a government which has fuch confidetable demands, 
both for its provinces in Europe, and for its colonies in 
the New World : how hath it happened, that the mofb 
important of its fifheries hath been reduced to fuch a trifle ? 
This event hath been brought on hy internal and external 
caufes. 

The cod fiHi was for a long time overloaded with duties 
on its entrance into the kirrgdom, and other tajtcs were put 
upon its confumption. It was hoped in 1764, that thefe 
grievances were going to etafe^ Unfortunately the coun- 
cil was divided ; fome of its members obje6led to the tak- 
ing off ef the duties from the fait fi(h, bccaufc other mem- 
bers had declared thcmfelves agsinff the exportation of 
the brandies made from cyder and perry. Reafon at 
length prevailed over thefe objedlions. The treafiiry con- 
fented, in 1 773, to facrifice half of the duties which had 
till then been required of this branch of induftry ; and' 
two years after they entirely gave up this inconfiderabld 
refourcc. 

Salt is a very principal article in the cod-fiThery. This 
produ£fion of the fea and of the fun had arifeh to an ex- 
ceffive price in France. In 176B. and 1770, fifhermen were 
allowed for a year only,, and in 1774, for an unlimited 
time, to purchafe their fait from forcigncrSi This indulg- 
ence hath iince been refufed to them, but it will be rellorcd. 
The miHiftry will compichend that its navigators will i*?ever 
employ, without extreme neceffity, the fait of Spain and 
Portugal preferably to that of Poitou and Brittany, which 
is fo much fuperior. 

Wlicn the cod arrives from the north of America, there 
vemains between its fevcral layers a confiderablc quantity 
of undiff6lved felt- The farmers of the crown made for a 
long time an abufe of fhe afeendant whkh they had alTutti-^ 
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cd-in the public refolutione, in order to have this fait pro- 
hibited as ufclefs, and even dangerous. A century hath 
been wafted in foli citations, and in giving proofs of its 
utility, before tlie government would allow it to be em- 
ployed, as it is with great advantage, in the fifhcrics of the 
dri^ cod. 

Moft of the obftacles, therefore, which a power, not fuf- 
ficicntly acquainted with its own intereft, oppofed to its 
own profperity, are at length removed, JLet us fee what 
idea muft be formed of thole which an odious fpirit of rivai- 
fhip hath given nfc to. 

Newfoundland had formerly two hiafters. By the peace 
of Utrecht, the property of this ifland was confirmed to 
Great Britain, and the fub|c£ls of the court ofVerfaiiles 
preferved only tho right of hlhing from the Cape of Bona- 
vifta, turning towards the north as far as Point Riclu 
But this laft line of demarkation was not found /in any of 
the charts which had preceded the treaty. The Englilh 
geographer Herman Moll was the firft who noticed it in 
17*5, and he placed it at Cape Raye. 

It was generally believed that it muft be fo, when, in 
1764, the Britilh mlniftry pretended, upon the faith of a 
letter from Prior, who had fettled the biftinefs of the limits, 
and of a petition prefented to parliament, in 1716, by the 
Englifti hfhermen, that it was at fifty degrees thirty- 
minutes af latitude that Point Rich ought to be fixed. 
The council of Louis XIV immediately agreed with an 
authority which they might have contefted : but having 
thcmfelves difeovered in their archives h manufeript chart, 
which had ferved In the negociation, and which placed 
Point Rich in forty-nine degrees of latitude, upon the 
border, and to the north of the bay of the Three iflands, 
they demanded for thefe claims tlvc fame deference as they 
had Ibcwn for thofe which had been prefented to them. 
This was rcafonablc and juft; and yet the French, who 
ventured to frequent the contefted fpace, experienced the 
difgrace and the lofs of having their boats confifeated. 
Such was the ftate of things, when hoftillties were again 
renewed between the two nations. It is to be hoped, that, 
at the enfuing peace, the court of Vcrfailles will obtain a 
redrefs of this firft grievance. 

They will alfo undoubtedly attend to another, of muck 
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greater importance. By the treaties of Utrecht and of 
jParis, their fiibje^ls were to enjoy the ipace which extends 
between the capes of Bonaviita and St. John. Three 
thoufand Engliflimen have formed fixed fettlements there 
at fcveral periods, and have thus ncceflarily kept off the 
navigators who arrived annually from Europe. France 
hath remonfirated again fl thefe ufurpations, and hath ob- 
tained, that the Britifh miniltry fhould order their filhcr- 
men to carry their a£livlty elfewhere. This order hath’ 
not been carried into execution ; nor could it be. There- 
fore, the court of Verfailles have demanded, as an equi- 
valent, the liberty of lifhing from Point Rich to the iflands 
of St. Peter and Miquelon. This conciliatory plan ap- 
peared likely to fucceed ; but the dillurbances that have 
happened have thrown every thing into confufion ; fo that 
this is alfo an arrangement to be expelled at the approach- 
ing peace. 

That pea^e will likewife infure to the French navigators 
the exclufive filhery of that part of Newfoundland which 
they are allowed to frequent. This right had not been 
contefted before the year 1763 : the Englifii had till then 
contented thcmfelves with going there in the winter in 
order to fi(h for feal ; they had always finiflied their bufi- 
nefs, and quitted the diltridl before the fpring. At the 
above period, they began to frequent the lame harbours 
which were formerly occupied by their competitors alone. 
The court of Verfailles mull have, been reduced to the 
humiliation of giving up the coalls of Labrador, Gafpe, 
St. John, and Cape Breton, which abounded in fifh, before 
a nation, too proud of its triumphs, could have ventured to 
form this new pretenfioii. Its admirals carried even the 
infolence of vidory fo far, as to forbid the French filher- 
men to filh for cod on a Sunday, upon a pretence that the 
Englilh filhermen abllained from catching any on th?t day. 
We are authorifed to believe, that the council of St. James’s 
did not approve of thefe enterprifes, fo palpably contrary 
to the fpirit of the treaties. 7 'hey were fenfible that the 
right which France had referved to herfelf in ceding the 
property of Newfoundland, became elufive, if her filhermen 
could find the places abounding in filh occupied by rivals, 
who, being fettled upon the neighbouring coall, were al- 
ways fure to arrive there firft^ Neverthelefs, they deter- 
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mined to fupport, that the enjoyment, in the Hrideft fenfe, 
ought to be common to the two people. They ought to 
have had more power and more courage than they were 
pofTefled of, to bid defiance to the clamours of oppofition, 
and to the complaints which fuch a fyftem of equity mull 
neceffarily excite. But they depended upon the weaknefs 
of Louis XV, and were not deceived. The circumftances 
of the times, and the chara<Sler of his fuccefTor, are totally 
different ; this grievance will be redreffed, as well as 
many others. ' It is not even impoflible, but that the 
ftationary fifheries of this crown may receive fome aug- 
mentation. 

By ftationary ftfliery, we are to underftand, that which 
is carried on by the Europeans who have fettlements on 
thofe coafts of America where the cod is moft plentiful. 
It is infinitely more profitable than the wandering filhery, 
becaufc it is attended with much lefs expcnce, and may be 
continued much longer. Thefe advantages the French 
enjoyed, before the errors committed by their government 
made them lofe the vaft territories they had in thofe re- 
gions. All the fixed eftablifhments left them by the peace 
of 1763, arc reduced to the ifland of St. Peter, and to 
two illands of Miquelon, which they are not even allowed 
to fortify. 

It is fimple and natural, that a conqueror fhould appro- 
priate his conquefts to hirrjfclf as much as he can, and that 
he fhould weaken 1^ enemy, while he aggrandizes him- 
felf ; but he fhould never learve fubfifting permanent fub- 
je6ts of humiliation, which arc of no avail to him, and 
which inftil hatred into the hearts of thofe over whom he 
hath triumphed. The regret we feel on any lofs diminiflics 
and goes off with time. The fenfe of fliame becomes daily 
move poignant, and never ceafes. If an opportunity fhould 
offer^^f manlfefling itfelf, it then breaks out, with a degree 
of fury fo much the greater, as it hath been the longer 
concealed. Powers of the earth, therefore, be modeff 
with refpedl to the terms which you impofe upon the con- 
quered people, in the monuments by which you mean to 
perpetuate the memory of your fuccefs. It is impoffible 
to fubferibe with fincerity to an humiliating compact. 
There are already too many falfe pretences and unjufl 
motives for the infringement of l2*eatics, without adding to 
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them one fo legitimate and fo urgent as that of fhaking oft 
ignominy. Ejca<^ only in profperity, fuch facrifices as you 
would fubmit to without lhame in adverfity. A public 
monument of infult, and upon which an enemy who is 
crofting your capital cannot turn his eyes without expe- 
riencing a deep emotion of indignation, is a perpetual 
ftimulus to revenge. If It were ever poflible^ that one of 
the infiilted nations, in that public fquare called La Placs- 
dcs Vi^oires, where they are all bafely loaded with chains,- 
by the moll abje6l and molt impudent of all flatteries^ 
ihould enter vi^iorious into Paris, there is no doubt but 
that the ftatue of the proud monarch who approved of thi^ 
indifereet homage would in an inftant be pulled to pieces 
perhaps even a ipirit of refentment, for a long time ftiflcd,, 
would reduce to alhes the proud city that exhibits fuch a 
monument. You may appear crowned with vi£lory, but 
you fhould not fufter that your foot fhould be put upon 
the head of your enemy. If you have been fucccfsful,, 
confider that you may experience a tevcrfc of fortune *, and 
that there is more difgrace in being oneVfelf obliged to 
deftroy a monument, than glory in having ereded it. The 
Englilh would, perhaps, have withdrawn their LDfpC(flor 
from one of the ports of France, had they known with 
what impatience he was fufFered there ; and how often the 
French have faid to thcrafdves, are we to fubmit to thia^ 
humiliation much longer? 

St. Peter hath twenty-fivfe leagues 40 circumference ; it 
hath a harbour where thirty fmall veftels lind a fafe afy- 
lum, a road which is capable of containing about forty 
fhips of all fizes, and coafts well adapted for the drying 
of a quantity of cod. In I773» it contained fix hundred 
and four fixed inhabitants, and nearly an equal number 
of failoi*8 palled their time there in the intervala of the 
fifheries. 

The two Miijuelons, Icfs- important in every refped, had 
nol more than lix hundred and forty-nine inhabitants ; and 
only one hundred and twenty-ftven foreign filhermen re- 
mained there during the winter* 

The labours of thefe iftanders, joined to thofe of four 
hundred and fifty men, arrived from Europe upon thirty- 
five veftels, produced only thirty-fix thoufand fix hundred 
apd feventy quintals of cod fi/h, and two hundis^d and fifty* 
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three ho'glhcads of oil, which were fold ai 8c5;;,490 livrcs 
X3 3,5621. 18 . 8d.] 

This pix)fit, added to 1,421,615 Iiv res [59,233]. 19s. 
2d.] which were got by the green cod caught on the great 
hank, and to 3,816,580 livres [159,024!. 3s. 46.] produc- 
ed by the cod dried at Newfoundland itfclf, made the 
French iilhery amount, in 1773, to the fum of 6,033,685 
livres [^5lj403l. 10s. lod.] 

Of thefe three prodn(!fls, there were only that of St. 
-Peter and of M!c|ucloii, which received any increafe in the 
following .years. 

Thefe iflands are only three leagues diflant from the 
fouthern part of Newfoundbuid. By the treaties, the pof- 
feflion of the coait fs included in this extent. This.fpace 
fhould therefore have been la common, or divided between 
the Englilh and French finiemnen, who had an equal right 
to it j but force, which fcldom attends to tJu' fiiggeflion? 
of equity, took every thing to iifelf, Reafon, or policy, 
at length gave rife to n^ore moderau !\ptimentvS ; aud, in 
1776, an equal didribiition of the canal vvds agreed to. 
This alteration enabled St. Peter ^and the Miqueloiis ‘to 
catch, the enfuing year, feventy thonfand one hundred and 
four quijitals of dried cod, and feventy-fix thoufand feven 
hundred and ninetydoiir of green cod. 

But this increafe did fiot enable France to fupply the 
foreign markets, as it did twenty years before. Its lilhery 
was icarcc fulficicnt for the confumption of the kingdom. 
Nothing, or fcurce arry thing, remained fpr its colonies, the 
wants ot which were fo extenfive. 

This important branch of commerce had paffed entirely 
into the hands of its rivals, fince vidory had given to them 
the north of America. They fnpplied the fouth of 
Fill ope, the Weft-indks, and even the French illands, 
with cod, nntwithftanding the tax of four livres [38. 44.] 
per ejTiintal, with which it had been loaded, in order to pre- 
vent its entry ; and notwithftanding a gratuity of thirty- 
five fols [is. 5 ^d.J per hundred-weight, granted to the 
national hlhery. Great Britain beluld, with great fatis- 
la( 5 tion, that, befides the confumptlons in its feveval fettk- 
ments, this branch of induftry yielded annually to its fub- 
jeds of tlie Old and of the New World, a confidcrable 
quantity of fpecie, and a great plenty of commodities. 
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This objcA of exportation would have become ilill more 
confiderable, if at the time of the conqueft the court of 
London had not had the inhumanity to expel from the 
iflanda of Cape Breton and St. John the Frenchmen who 
were fettled there, who have never yet been replaced, 
and poflibly never will be. The fame bad policy had 
formerly been followed in Nova Scotia ; for it is the pro- 
perty of the jealoufy of ambition to deftroy, in order to 
poITefs. 

Sketch of Nova Nova Scotia, by which at prefent 
Scotia, The is underftood all the coafts, of three hun- 
Frencb fettle dred leagues in length, included between 
there, the limits of New England and the fouth 

coall of the river St. Lawrence, feemed 
at firft to have comprehended only the great triangular 
peninfula fituated about the middle of this vail fpace. 
This peninfula, which the French called Acadia, is ex- 
tremely well fituated to ferve as an afyliim to the fhips 
coming from the Caribbee iflands. It difplays to them, at 
a didance, a great number of excellent ports, where diips 
may enter and go out with all winds. There is a great 
quantity of cod upon this coad, and dill more upon fmall 
banks at the didance of a few leagues. The neighbouring 
continent attraiSls attention by a few furs. Its arid coads 
afford gravel for drying the ffdi upon, and the goodnefs of 
the inland grounds invites to every fpecies of culture. Its 
woods are fit for many purpofes. Though this climate be 
in the temperate zone, the winters are long and fevere, and 
followed by fudden and exceflive heats, to which generally 
fucceed very thick fogs, that lad a long time. Thefe cir- 
cumdances make this rather a difagreeable country, though 
it cannot be reckoned an unwholefome one. 

It was in 1604, that the French fettled in Acadia, four 
years before they had built the fmalled hut in C^ada. 
Indead of fixing towards the cad of the peninfula, where 
they would have had larger fcas, an eafy navigation, and 
plenty of cod, they chofc a fmall bay, afterwards called 
French bay, which had none of thefe advantages. It has 
been faid, that they were invited by the beauty of Poit 
Royal, where a thoufand diips may ride in fafety from 
every wind, where there is an excellent bottom, and at all 
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times four or five fathom of water, and eighteen at the 
entrance. It is more probable that the founders of this 
colony were led to choofe this fituatioii from its vicinity to 
the countries abounding in furs, of which the exclufivc 
trade had been granted to them. This conjedurc is con- 
firmed by the following circumftance : that both the firft. 
monopolizers, and thofe who fucceeded them, took the 
utmofl pains to divert , the attention of their countrymen, 
whom an unfettled difpofition, or neccfliiy, brought into 
thefe regions, from the clearing of the woods, the breeding 
of cattle, fifhing, and every kind of culture, choofing rather 
to engage the induftry of thefe adventurers in hunting or 
in trading with the favages. 

The mifehiefs arifing from a falfe fyftem of adminifl ra- 
tion, at length difeovered the fatal effedls of exclufive 
charters. It would be inconfiftent w'ith truth and the dig- 
nity of hlftory to fay, that this happened in France, from 
any attention to the common rights of the nation, at a 
time when thofe rights were moll openly violated. Thefe 
facred rights, which only can infure the fafety of the 
people, while they give a fan6lion to the power of kings, 
were never known in France. But in the moll abfolute 
governments, a fpirit of ambition fometimes effedls, what 
in equitable and moderate ones is done from principles of 
jullice. The minillers of Louis XIV who wifhed, by 
making their mailer refpe<5lable, to rcfledl fome honour on 
tliemfclves, perceived that they fhould not fucceed without 
the fupport of riches ; and that a people to whom nature 
has not given any mines, cannot acquire wealth but by 
agriculture and commerce. Both thefe refources had been 
hitherto precluded in the colonies by the univerfal reftraints 
tliat are always impofed, when the government interferes 
improperly in every minute concern. Thefe impediments 
were at lall removed ; but Acadia either knew not how, or 
was nBt able, to make ufe of this liberty. 

This colony was yet in its infancy, when the fettlement, 
which has fince become fo famous under the name of New 
England, was firft eftablillied in its neighbourhood. The 
rapid fuccefs of the plantations In this new colony did not 
rnuch attrail the notice of the French. This kind of 
profperity did not excite any jealoufy between the two 
nations. But when they began to fufpe(ft that there was 
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likely to be a competition for the beaver trade and furs» 
they endeavoured to fecure to thepfifelvea the foie property 
of it, and were unfortunate enough to fiicceeci. 

At their firll arrival in Acadia, they had found the 
peninfula, as well as the forefts of the neighbouring con- 
tinent, peopled with fmall favage nations, who went under 
the general name of Abenakies. Though equally fond of 
war as other favage nations, they were more fociable in 
their manners. The miflionaries cali^y infinuating them- 
felves among them, had fo far inculcated their ter>ct8, as to 
make enthufiafta of them. At the fame time that they 
taught them their religion, they infpired them with that 
hatred which they themfelves entertained for the Engliih 
name. I'his fundamental article of their new wormip, 
being that which made the (IrangeA itupreffion on their 
fenfes, and the only one that favoured their paflion for war, 
they adopted it with all the rage that was natural to them. 
They not only refufed to make any kind of exchange with 
the Engliih, but alfo frequently difturbed and ravaged the 
frontiers of that nation. Their attacks became more fre- 
quent, more obltinate, and more regular, after they had 
chofen St. Cafteins, formerly captain of the regiment of 
Carignan, for their commander, who was fettled among 
them, had married one of their women, and conformed ia 
eveiy refpeff to their mode of life. 

When the Englifli faw that all efforts, either to recon- 
cile the favages, or to deftroy them in the forefts, were 
ineffedual, they. fell upon Acadia, wliich they looked upon, 
with reafon, as the only caufe of all ihefe calamitie*. 
Whenever the leafl hoftiiity took place between the two 
mother couiiiries, the peninfula was attacked. Unable to 
procure any afliliancc from Canada, on account of its dif- 
tance, and liaving but a feeble defence in Port Royal, 
which was only furrounded by a few pallifades, it was con- 
ilantly taken. It undoubtedly afforded fome ratisfa<^lioft 
to the New Englanders to ravage this colony, and to re 
tard its progrefs ; but ftill this was not fufficient to remove 
the fufpicions excited by a nation always more formidable 
by what fhe is able to do, than by what (he really does% 
Obliged as they were, however unwillingly, to reftore their 
conqueft at each treaty of peace, they waited with im- 
patience till Great Britain fhouki acquire fuch a fuperiority 
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as would enable her to difpenfe with this reftttution. The 
events of the war on account of the Spanilh fucceflion 
brought on the decisive moment ; and the court of Ver- 
failles was for ever deprived of a poffi^flion of which it had 
never known the importance. 

Th^s ardour which the English had Frame ii 
fhewn for.the poffcflion of this territory pHltd to^cede 
did not manifeft itfelf afterwards in thi l^ava Seotiaio 
care they took to maintain or to improve England^ 
it. Having built a very flielu fortifica- 
tion at Port Royal, which they called Annapolis, in hon- 
our of Queen Anne, they conteAted themfeUcs with put- 
tinga very fmall gatrifon in it. The indifference (hewn by 
the gpoverfimewt was adopted by the nation^ a circomftam?c 
not ufual in ^ free cwintry. Not more than five -or fix 
Englhh families went over to Acadia, which ftill remained 
inhabited by the iirft cofonifta, who were only perfuaded 
to (lay upon a prewnifemade them of 'never being competed 
to bear arms againft their ancient country. Such was the 
attachment which • the French then had for the honour of 
their countiy. Ghenihcd by the -government, refpeifted 
by foreign nations, and attacheld to their king by a feries 
of profperities which bad rendered their name illuftrioua, 
and aggvandifed their power, they pofieffed that patriotic 
fpirit which is the effeft of fuccefs. They efteetned it an 
hcmcnir to bear the ftame Of F’renchmen, and could not 
think «f foregoing the title. The Acadians therefore, who, 
in fuhmitting to a n«w y^ke, had fwpm never to bear 
anns agaitfft their former 4an^de were called the Frcneh 
nentralL 

*What a powerful inducctnent is this example ©f attach- 
ment, as well as a mohitode of Others which nave preceded 
and f^lowed it, to the fovereign of France, to exert him- 
felf Miceflantly for the happtnefs of fuch a nation ; of a 
nation fo mild, fo proad, amd fo generous? Treafon hath 
been fometimea the crime of an individual, or of a parti- 
etdar focicty, but it was never that of the fubjeds in gen- 
eral. The FVench are the people who know how to fuf- 
fer with infinite patience the knrgeft and moff cruel vex* 
ations, and who demonftrate the moft finccre, the moft 
ftiiking tranfports of gratittitk, at the kaft token of the 
Fo/. V. O 
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clemency of their fovercign. They love and cherilh him ; 
and it depends upon him only to be ador^ by them. The 
fovereigii whom they fhould defpife woula be the mod con- 
temptible of men ; he whom they fliould hate would be 
the word of fovereigns. Notwithdanding all the effort* 
that have been made, during a feries of ages, to difle in 
our hearts the fentiment of patriotifm, it exids not, per- 
haps, among any people in a more lively and energetic 
manner. Witnefs our mirth at thofe glorious events^ 
which, however, will not relieve our mifery. What diould 
we not be, if public felicity were to fucceed to the glory 
of our arms ? 

Tfxere were twelve or thirteen hundred Acadians fettled 
in the capital ; the red were difperfed in the neighbouring 
country. No magidratc was ever appointed to rule over 
them j and they were never acquainted with the laws of 
England. No rents or taxes of any kind were ever exad^- 
cd from them. Their new, fovercign feemed to have for- 
gotten them ; and they were equally drangers to him. 

Manners of the Hunting, which had formerly been 

French who re- the delight of the colony, and might dill 
mained fubjeS to have fupplied it with fubfidence, had no 
the Englijb go- further attra^ion for a fimple and quiet 
*vernmenttn No- people, and gave way to agriculture. It 
•va Scotia, had been begun in . the marlhes and the 

low lands, ;by repelling the fea and rivers, 
which covered thefe plains, with , dikes* Thefe grounds 
yielded fifty times as much as before, and afterwards fifteen 
or twenty times as much at lead. Wheat and oats fuc- 
ceeded bed in them, but they likewife produced rye, bar- 
ley, and maize. There were alfo potatoes in great plenty, 
the ufe of which was become common. 

At the fame time the immenfe meadows were covered 
with numerous flocks. Sixty thoufand head of horntd cat- 
tle were computed there ; and mod of the families had fc- 
veral horfes, though the tillage was carried on by oxen. 

The habitations, built entirely with wood, were extreme- 
ly convenient, and furnilhed as neatly as a fubdantial 
farmer’s boufe in Europe. The people bred a great deal 
of poultry of all kinds, which made a variety in their food, 
which was in general wholefomc and plentiful. Their 
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common drmk was beer and cyder, to which they fome- 
times added rum. 

Their ufual clothing was in general the produce of their 
own flax and hertip, or the fleeces of their own (heep. 
With thefc they made common linens atid coarfe cloths. If 
any of them had any inclination for articles of greater lux-*- 
nry, they procured them from Annapolis or Louifburg, 
and gave in exchange corn, cattle, or furs. 

The neutral French had no other articles to difpofe of 
among their neighbours, and made ftill fewer exchanges 
among thcmfelvcs, becaufe each feparate family was able, 
and had been ufed, to provide for its wants. They, there- 
fore, knew nothing of paper currency, which was fo 
common throughout the reft of North America. Even 
the fmall quantity of fpecie, which had ftolen into the co- 
lony did not promote that circulation, which is the great* 
^ eft advantage that can be derived from it. 

Their manners were of courfe extremely Ample. There 
never was a caufe, either civil or criminal, of importance 
enough to be carried before the court of judicature eftab- 
lifhed at Annapolis. Whatever little differences arofe from 
time to time among them, were amicably adjufted by their 
elders. All their public a6ls were drawn by their paftors, 
who had likewife the keeping of their wills, for which, 
and their religious fervices, the Inhabitants voluntarijy gave 
them a twenty-feventh part of their harvefts. 

Thefe were plentiful enough to fupply more than a fuf- 
flciency to fulfil every of liberality. Real mifery was 
entirely unknown, and benevolence prevented the demands 
of poverty. Every misfortune was relieved, as it were, 
before it could be felt ; and good was univerfally difpenf- 
ed, without oftentation on the part of the giver, and with- 
out humiliating the perfon who received. Thefe people 
were,, in a word, a fociety of brethren, every individual of 
which was equally ready to give and to receive what he 
thought the common right of mankind. 

So perfect a harmony naturally prevented all thofe con- 
nexions of gallantry which are fo often fatal to the peace 
of families. There never was an inftance in this fociety of 
an Unlawful commerce between the two fexes. This evil 
was prevented by early marriages ; for no one paffed his 
youth in a ftate of celibacy. As foon as a young man 
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came to the proper age, the community irniit him a boufe,. 
broke up the lands about it, fowed them, ahd fapplit^i 
him with all the ncc^effa^e8 of life for a twelvemonth. Here 
he received the partner whom he had chol'cn, and who 
Wought him her portion in flocks. This new family greW 
and profpered like the others. They all together amount- 
ed to eighteen thoufand fouh. 

Who will not be affedled with the innocent manners, &nd 
the tranquillity of this fortotmte colony ? Who will not 
wifli for the duratkm of its happinefs ? Who will not con- 
ilru^, in imagination, an impenetrable wall, that may fe- 
parate thefe coloftifls from their unjuft and tnrbulcht neigh- 
bours ? The calamities of the people have no period ; but, 
«n the contrary, the end of their fdicity is always at hand. 
A long (brles ot favourable events is neceflfary to raife them 
from milery, while one inftant is frjfficient to plunge them 
into it. May the Acadians be excepted from this general® 
trurfe. But, alas ! it fs to be feared that they will not. 

Oreat Britain perceived in 1749, of what confcqucnctfftbe 
polTeflion of Acadfa might be to her commerce. The peace, 
which neceffarily feft a great number of men without em- 
ployment, furnilhed an opportunity, by the difbanding of the 
troops, for peopling and cultivating a vaft and fertile ter- 
ritory. The Britifh miniftry offered particular advantages 
to' all perfons who chofe to go over and fettle in Acadia. 
5 very foldier, failor, and Workman, Was to have fifty acres 
of land for himfclf, and ten for every perfon he carried over 
‘in his family. All non-commilfiort^ officers Vvere allowed 
eighty for themfehes, and ry for their wives and children ; 
enligns 260 ; lieutenants 300 ; captains 400 ; and all offi- 
cers of a higher tank 600 ; together Uith thirty for each 
of their dependents. The knd was to be tax free for the 
'firft ten years, and never to pay above One livre two fob 
fix deniers f about Is.] for "fifty acres. Belkie tfris, the 
government engaged to iSdvanCe or neimburfe the expences 
of paffage, to biifB hoUfes, to furniih all the neceflary 
inftruments for fithety or agriculture, and to defray the 
expcnces of frlBfitteftCe for the firft year. Thefe encourag- 
ments determined three thoufend feven hundred and fifty 
perfons, in the hibnth of May 1749, to go to America, 
TiRther thfan run the rifle of ftarving m Europe. 
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li wa& intended that thefe new inhabit 4 int& ftipujd fornr a 
fiett^ajent to th« Cootib-eatt of Acadia^ ia a pUpe which 
the Cavagea foroicily called Chcbu(^o# and. the Englilh^ 
Halifajt, This fituation was preferred to fevcral others 
where the foil was better, for the fake of eftablilhing in it# 
neighhou,rhood an exceUeot cod filhery^ and fprti/yipg one 
of the fincil harboura in America* But as it was the part 
of the count L*y moft feivoiirable fot^ the chajfe# the Engbfti 
were obliged to difputc it with the Micnaac Indian#* by 
whom it was mail fretpiented. Thefe f*#agcs defended^ 
with obAinacy a territory they held itov^ oatwre ; and it 
waa ao^ without very great Ioffe# that ihf EngUfll droye 
them from their po£ie£^na« 

Thta wav wfa nut entirely hnijbed^ when fome difturb« 
anoes hegaa to bceak out among the neutral Frenqh. Thefe 
people, whole aianaer# were fo fimple, and whp enjoyed 
Uich Ubtr^, had already perceived that their independence 
mu ft necclurily fuffer fome encroachnaaot# from any power 
that fhouLd turn ita views to the countries they inhabited. 
To this apprehcnfion was added that of feeing their religion 
in danger. ^Thcir priefts, cither heated by their own cn- 
thuOauu, or^lecretly inftigated by the goveraora of Caaadau 
made them believe all they chofe to fay againft the Eng- 
lilh whokiDL they called hcrelica. This word, which has To 
powerful an influence on deluded minds, determined thi# 
liappy American colony to quit their habitations and re- 
move to New France, where lands were offered them. 
This refolution many of them executed immediately, with- 
out confidcring the confequences of it j the reft were pre* 
paring to follow as foon as they had provided for tneir 
lafety. The Englifh government, either from policy or 
caprice, determined to prevent them by an a6l of treach- 
ery, always bafe and cruel in thofc whofe power gives 
them an opportunity of purfuing milder methods. Under 
a pretence of cxa(5fing a renewal of the oath which they 
had taken at tlie time of their becoming Englifti fubje^fs, 
they called together all the remaining inhabitants, and 
put them on-board of fhip. They were conveyed to 
the other Engliih colonics, where the greater part of thena 
died of grief and vexation rather than want. 

Such are the effects of national jealoufies, and of the ra- 
pacioufiiefa. of government, to which men, as well as their 

O 3 
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property, becpmc a prey. What our enemies lofe is 
reckoned an advantage, what they gain is looked upoaas 
a lofs. When a town cannot be taken, it is ftarved ; wlien 
it cannot be kept, it is burnt to afhes, or its foundations 
razed. A fhip or a fortified town is blown up, rather than 
the failors or the garrifon will furrendcr. A defpotic go- 
vernment fcparatcs its enemies from its flaves by immenfe 
dcferts, to prevent the irruptions of the one and the emi- 
grations of the other. Thus it is that Spain has rather 
chofen to make a wildernefs of her own country, and a 
grave of America, than to divide its riches with any other 
of the European nations. The Dutch have been guilty of 
every public and private crime to deprive other commercial 
nations of the fpice trade. They have frequently thrown 
whole cargoes into the fea rather than they would fell them 
at a low price. France rather chofe to give up Louifiana 
to the Spaniards, than to let it fall into the hands of the 
Englifli ; and England deftroyed the neutral French in- 
habitants of Acaqia, to prevent their returning to France. 
Can it be faid after this, that policy and fociety were in- 
llituted for the happinefs of mankind ? Yes, they were in- 
ftituted to fereen the. wicked, and to fccure the powerful. 

Prefent Jlate of Since the emigration of a people who 
Nova Scotia^ owed their happinefs to their virtuous ob- 
feurity. Nova Scotia remained in a lan- 
guid ftate. Envy, which had depopulated this country, 
kemec} to have fhed its baneful influence over it. The pii- 
nifhment of injuftice fell at leaft upon the authors of it. At 
aft a few unfortunate people were driven there by the va- 
rious calamities they experienced in Europe. They amount- 
ed in 1769 to twenty-fix thoufand ; moft of them were 
difperfed, and were only collected in any number at Ha- 
lifax, Annapolis, and Lunenburg. This lull colony, 
formed by Germans, was the moft fiourjfhing. It owed iu 
improvements to that fondnefs for labour, to that well- 
regulated economy, which are the diftinguifiiing charader- 
iftics of a wife and warlike nation, who, contenting them- 
felves with defending tlieir own country, feldom leave it, 
except to go u:i<l cultivate diftridfs w hich they are not am- 
bitious of conquering. 

In the year 1769, the colony fent out fourteen vefTeJs 
and one hundred and forty-eight bopts, which together 
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amounted to feven thoufan'd three hundred and twenty- 
four tong, and received twenty-two veflcls and one hundred 
and twenty boats, which together made' up feven thoufand 
and fix tons. They conftruStcd three floops which did not 
exceed one hundred and ten tons burthen. 

Their exportation for Great Britain, and for the other 
parts of the globe, did not amount to more than 729,850 
livres 12 fols 9 deniers [about 30,410!. 83. lod.] 

Notwithdanding thefe encouragements, which the mo-* 
ther countiy had inceffantly bellowed upon this colony, in 
order to accelerate its cultures, it had itfelf borrowed 
450,000 livres [18,750!.] for which it paid an intereft of 
fix percent. It bad iiot then any paper currency,, and 
hath not ufed any fincc.. 

The troubles which- at prefent agitate North Anrerica 
have not oxtendecLto- Nova Scotia. It hath even drawn 
fome advantages from them* Its population hath arifen to 
fbrty thoufand foulsi by the arrival of fome cautious or 
puftllanimous citizens who fled from the horrors of war. 
The neceffity of fupplying the wants of the Britifh armies 
and fleets hath occafioncd a great increafe of provifions. An 
immenfe quantity of fpecie, circulated by the troops, hath 
^iven life to every thing, and communicated a rapid mo* 
tion to men and things* 

Should the other colonies at length (detach themfelvcs 
from the mother country, and fliould it retain Nova Scotia, 
this province, which was very infignificant, will become 
very important. It is fupplied with every advantage that 
may inlure its profperity. Its palliires are proper for the 
breeding of cattle, and its lands for the cultivation of corn, 
and cfpecially for the growing of flax and hemp. There 
are few coalls known to be fo favourable for large fifheriea ; 
and its boats can with eafe perform feven voyages to the 
great bank of Newfoundland, while thofe of New England 
can only perform five, and with a great deal of difficulty. 
The Englilh iflands will furnilh it with a certain, eafy, and 
almoil exclufive, mart for its merchandize. 

There can be no fear of any invafion, bccaufe Halifax, 
which was formerly defended only by a few batteries pro- 
perly or improperly placed, is at prefent furrounded by 
good fortifications, which may Hill be increafed. 

O 4 
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Foundation of New* England, like the mother coun- 
A&ty £n^fmd* try, ha« figoah^ed itfelf by many^ a 4 l« of 
violence, and haa been actuated by the 
fame turbulefnt fpirit. It tookita rife introublefome times^ 
and its infant Hate waa difturbed with many dreadful com- 
motione. It waa difcovened in the beginning of the laft 
century, and called North Virginia ; but no Europeans 
fettled there till the year i6oS» The firH colony, which 
was weak and ill direded, did not fucceed ; and for feme 
time after, there were only a few adventurers who came 
Over at times in the fummer, built themfelvea temporary 
huts, for the fake of trading with the favages, and, like 
them, difappeared again for the reil of the year. Fanati* 
cifm, which had depopulated America to the fouth, waa 
deftiiwd to re-people it in the north. Some English pref- 
byterians, who had been driven fix>m their own country, 
and had taken refuge in Holland^ that univerfal afyluai of 
liberty, refolved to fomnia church for their fed in the 
New Hcmifphcre. They therefore purchafed, in i6ai, the 
cluFter of the Engh/h l^th-Virginia company | for they 
were not reduced to fucha ftatc of poverty, at to be oblig- 
ed to wait till profperity became reward of their tut- 
tues. 

On the 6th of September 1621, they embarked at Ply- 
mouth, to the number of i ao perfona, oader the guidance 
of enthufiafm,. which^ whether founded upoa error or 
truth, is always produ< 5 ^ive of great a£tions. They landed 
at the beginning of a very hard winter, and found a coun- 
try entirely covered with wood, which offered a very me- 
lancholy profpeft to men already exhaufted with the fa- 
tigues of their voyage. Near one half periihed cither by 
cold, the feurvy, or diftrefs ; the reft were kept alive, by 
that ftrength of chara< 5 ler which they had acquired under 
the perfecutioii of epifcOpal tyranny. But their courage 
was beginning to droop, when it was revived by the arrival 
of fixty favage warriors, who came to them in the fpring, 
headed by their chief. Freedom feemed to exult that (he 
had thus brought together, from the extremities of the 
world, two fuch different colonics ; who inrimediatciy enter- 
ed into a reciprocal alliance of friendftiip and protcdlion. 
The old inhabitants affigned for ever to the new ones all 
the lands in the neighbourhood of the fettlcraent they had 
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formed under th« name of New Plymouth ; and one of the 
ravages who underilood a little Englifh, (laid to teach them 
how to cultivate the maize, and inilrufl them in the man- 
ner of iiihing upon their coaft. 

Thia humanity enabled the colony to wait for the com- 
panions they expeflcd from Europe, with feeds, with doi» 
meftic animals, and with every afiiftance they wanted. At 
firft the fettlcmcnt advanced but flowly, hnee, in 1629, it 
contained no more than three hundred perfons : but the 
perfccution of the puritans, which increafed daily in Bor- 
land, haftened the augmentation of their npmber in Ame- 
rica* Such multitudes of them arrived the following year, 
that it became neceffary to difperfe them. The colonies 
which they eftabliflied formed the province of Mailachufets 
bay. The cOlonief of New Hampfhire, Conne£b'cut, and 
of Rhode ifland, foon fprang up from this fcttlemcnt ; ^nd 
thefe were fo many feparate ftates, each of which obtained 
from the court of London a diftin£^ charter. 

The blood of martyrs hath ever been, in all places, and 
at all times, a fource of profelytrfm. A few ecclefmftics 
only, deprived of their benefices on account of their opi- 
nions, at firft pafTed into America, and a few obfeure 
frflarics, whofc new tenets attradled numbers from anu>n|^ 
the people. The emigrations becaqc^ gradually more com- 
mon among^ other claffes of citizens ; and in procefs of 
time, men of the firiSL ranks, who had been drawn into pu- 
rhanifm by ambition, humour, or confcience, thought of 
iecuring to themfelvcf an afylum in thofe diflant climatea. 

, They had caufed houfes tp be buflt, and lands to be clear- 
ed, with a view of retiring there, if their endeavours iu the 
caufe of civil and religious liberty (hould prove abortive. 
The^ fame fanatical fpirjt that had introduced aparchy into 
the mother country^ kept the colony in a &ate of fubordi- 
na^on, or rather a feverity of manners, had the fame ef- 
fc6t as laws in a favage country. 


The inhabitaats of New Etigltud liv- JFbrm 9/ go^ 
ed peaceably for fometime witbput think- ^tnment tfiah* 
ing of fettling their felicity upon a firm lijhed at New 
bafis. Not that their charter had not aui England, 
thorifed them to eftablifh any mode of 
govenuncBtthey might choofc, but thefe enthufiafts did not • 

05 



322 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Booh Xf'IU 

think of it ; and government did not pay a fufficient atten* 
tion to them to urge them to fecure their own tranquillity 
At length they grew fenfible of the neceffity of giving fome 
confillency to their colony. At this period it was agreed> 
that there fhould be an affembly holdcn every year, the de- 
puties of which fhould be chofen by the people, in^ which 
none but thofe who were members of the ellablifhed church 
could have a feat, and over which a chief was to prefide, 
without any di(lin£l authority. Two remarkable regula- 
tions were at the fame time made : the firft ftated the price 
of corn, and by the fecood the favages were deprived of 
all the lands which they (hould not cultivate ; and all Eu- 
ropeans were prohibited, under a heavy penalty, to fell 
them any ftrong liqugrs or warlike (lores. 

The national council were charged with the regulation 
of public affairs. They were alfo obliged to determine 
upon all fuits, but by the lights of reafon alone, and with- 
out the affiftance or embaraffments of any code. 

Neither weie any criminal laws inftituted ; but thofe of 
the Jews were adopted. Witchcraft, blafphemy, adultery, 
and falfe teftimony, \\cre punifhed with death. Children, 
who weie fo unnatural as to (Irike or to curfe the authors 
of their being, drew upon thcmfelves the fame punifhmeiit. 
All perfons who were detc6led either in lying, druknennefs, 
or dancing, were ordered to be publicly whipped ; and 
amufemeiits were forbidden equally with vices and crimes. 
Swearing, and the violation of the Sabbath, were expiat- 
ed by a heavy fine. Another indulgence allowed was, to 
atone by a fine for a negle£l of prayer, or for uttering a 
rafh oath. 

It is alfo knowm, that government forbade, on pain of 
death, the puritans to worfhip images ; and that the fame 
punifhment was decreed againfl: Roman catholic priefts, 
who fhould return into the colony after having been J)a- 
nifhed. . ’ . 

Fanalictfmocca^ The unfortunate members of the co. 
fions great tala- lony, who, lefs violent than their brethren, 
mltles in New ventured to deny the coercive power of 
England* the magiftrate in matters of religion, were 

the obje<fl8 of perfecution. This was 
confidcred as blafphemy by thofe very divines who had ra- 
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ther chofen to quit their country than to (hew any defe-* 
rencc to epifcopal authority. By that natural propcnfity' 
of the human heart, which leads men from the love of in- 
dependence to that of tyranny, they had changed their 
opinions as they changed the climate ; and only feemed to 
arrogate freedom of thought to themfelvcs, in order to dc-* 
ny it to others. This fyltem of intoleration was fupported 
by the fervices of the law, which attempted to put a ftop 
to every difference in opinion,, by infli£ling capital punifh- 
ment on all who diflented. Thofe who were cither con^ 
vi6^ed, or even fufpe^led, of entertaining fentiments of to- 
leration, were expofed to fuch cruel opprellions, that they* 
were forced to ny from their firll afylum, and fetk rc-^- 
fuge in another lefs expofed to diilurbances. 

'riiis intemperate religious zeal extended itfelf to matters^ 
in themfelves of the greatelt indifference. A proof of this 
is found in the following public declaration, ttanferibed 
from the regiilers of the colony ; 

“ It is a circumltance univerfally acknowledged, that 
the cuftom of wearing long hair, after the manner of 
“ immoral perfons and of the favage Indians, can only have 
been introduced into England, but in facrilegious con- 
tempt of the exprefs cominand of God, who declares,’ 
“ that it is a fhameful pradficc for any man who has the' 
kail care for his'foul to wear long hair. As this abomi- 
“ nation excites the indignation of all pious perfons, wt, 

“ the magiftrates, in our zeal for the purity of the faith, 

“ do exprefsly and authentically declare, that we condemn 
“ the impious cuftom of letting the hair grow ; a cuflom 
“ which we Icmk upon to be very indecent and difhoncfl, 

“ which horribly difguirea men, and is ofFenfive to modeil' 
“ and fober perfons, inafmuckas it corrupts good manners, 

“ We, therefore, being jullly incenfed agaiofl this fcan- 
“ d^ous cuflom, do dehre, advife, and earneflly requefl, 

“ all the elders of our continent, zcaloufly to fhew their 
averfion from fhis odious practice, to exert all their 
‘‘ power to put a (lop to k, and efpecially to take care 
** that the members of their churches be not infedled with 
“ it ; in order that thofe perfons, who, notwithllanding 
thefe rigorous prohibitions, and the means of correction, 
“'that lhall be ufed oir this account, fhall kill perfifl iu . 
^ ^ 06 
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this cuilom, may have hoth God and man at the fame 
^ time againi^ 

This ieverity, which a man cxereifes agaitift himfclf or 
his feUow-creatures, and which makes him firft the 
vi4tkii, then the ©ppreflbr, foon exerted itfelf againft the 
fakers. They were whipped, banifhed, and imprifoned. 
The proud fimplicity of thefe new enthofiafts, who in the 
midfl of tortures and ignominy praifed God, and called for 
bfe&ngs upon men, infpired a reverence for their pciTons 
and opinions, and gained them a number of profelytes. 
This circumftance exafperated their profccutors, and hur- 
ried them on to the moll atrocious ads of violence. They 
caufed five of them, who had returned clandeftinely from 
banifhment, to be hanged. It feemed as if the Engliflt 
had come to America to exercife upon their own country- 
men the fame cruelties the Spaniards bad ufed againft the 
Indians j whether it was that the change of climate had 
rendered the Europeans more ferocious, or that the fury 
of religious zeal can only be extinguifhed in the dellrudion 
of its apoftles and its martyrs. This fpirit of perfecutioo 
was, however, at laft fuppreiTed by the interpofition of the 
mother country, from whence it had been brought. 

A people, whofe charader was naturally difpofed to 
melancholy, were become gloomy and Hern. The blood 
of their monarch was Hill before them. Some of them 
lamented in fecret this great afiailination, others would 
willingly have celebrated it as a feftival. The nation was 
divided between two violent parlies. On one hand revenge 
was meditated j on the other, it was endeavoured to pre^ 
vent it by informations, which w^ere always foUowed by 
exile, imprifonraent, or capital punilhment. Reciprocal 
rnidruil prevailed between fathers and children, and be- 
tween friends. The fufpicious tyrant was furrounded by 
fufpicious courtiers, who kept up his appi ehenfions, either 
to raife themfelves to the high polls of the Hate, or to ex-^ 
pel their enemies or their rivals from them. The axe was 
mfpended over every head. The frequency of rebellions 
occafioned a frequency of executions, and thefe repeated 
ejtecutions of illultrious as well as of obfeure citizens, per- 
petually maintained the popular terror. At length Crom. 
wxll disappeared. EntUuliafm, hypocrify, and fanaticifm, 
which compofed bis. charadcr | rebellions, aud 
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profcriptioni, were all buried with him ; and England be-' 
gan to have the profpe6^ of calmer days. Charles the 
Second, at hi® rettoration, introduced among hia futodt 
a focial turn, a tafte for convivial plcafurcs and diverhoov 
and for all thofc amufements he had been engaged in while 
he was travelling from one court to another in Europe, to * 
endeavour to regain the crown which his father had lofi 
upon a fcafFold. The propagators of his principles were a 
multitude of women of gallantry, of corrupt favourites, 
and licentious men of wit. In a (hort time he brought on 
a general change of manners ; and nothing but fuch a re- 
volution could poffibly have fecured the tranquillity of his 
government upon a throne ftained with blood. He was 
one of thofe voluptuaries, whom the love of fenfual pica- 
fures fometimes excites to fentiments of compaflion and 
humanity. Moved with the fufferings of the quakers, he 
put a ftop to them by a proclamation m i66i ; but he was 
never able totally to extinguiih the fpirit of perfecution 
that prevailed in Anr.erica. 

The colony had placed at their head Henry Vane, the 
fon of that Sir Henry Vane who had fuch a remarkable 
fhare in the difturbances of his country. This obftinate 
and euthufiaftic young man, in every thing refcmbling hift< 
father, unable either to live peaceably himfelf, or to fuffer 
others to rfmain quiet, had contrived to revive the obfeure 
and obfolete queftions of grace and free will. The difputes 
upon thefe points fan very high, and would probably have 
plunged the colony into a civil war, if feveral of the favage 
nations united had not happened at that very time to fall 
upon the plantations of the difputants, and to maiTacre 
great numbers of them. The cedonifts, heated with their 
theological conteds, paid at iirfl very little attention to this 
condderable lofs* But tlie danger at length became fo 
urgg:it and fo general, that all took up arms. As ibon as 
the enemy was repulfed, the colony refumed its former 
diflenfions; and this frenzy manifefted itfelf in 1692, by 
fuch atrocious a^s of violence, as were fcarce ever record- 
ed in hiftofy. 

There lived in a town of New England, called Salem, 
two young women, who were fubjeft to convuldons, ac* 
companied with extraordinary fyraptoms. Their father, 
miniller of the church, -thonght that they were bewitched ; 
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and having in confequetice ca(l his i*urpicions upon an 
Indian girl who lived in his houfe, he compelled her by 
har/h treatment to Confefa that fhe was a witch. Other 
women, upon hearing this, feduced by the pleafure of ex- 
citing the public attention, immediately behaved that the 
convulfions which proceeded only from the nature of their 
fex, were owing to the fame caufe. Three citizens, cafually 
named, were immediately thrown into prifon, accufed of 
witchcraft, hanged, and. their bodies left expofed to wild' 
beads and birds of prey. A few days after^ lixteen other 
perfons, together with a counfellor, who, becaufe he re— 
fufed to plead againd them, was fuppofed to (hare in their^ 
guilt, fuffered in the fame manner. From this indant, the 
imagination of the multitude was inflamed with thefe horrid' 
and gloomy feenes. The innocence of youth, the infirmi- 
ties of age, virgin modedy, fortune, honour, virtue, and the 
mod dignified employments of the date, were no fecurity' 
againd the fufpicions of a people infatuated with vifionary: 
fuperdition. Children of ten years of age were put tO' 
death ; young girls were dfipped naked, and the marks of 
witchcraft fearched for upon their bodies with the mod 
indecent curiofity : thofe fpots of the* feurvy which age 
impreffes upon the bodies of old men, were taken for evi- 
dent figns of the infernal power. Fanaticifm, wickednefs,. 
and vengeance, united, feledted their vi(R:im8 ai pleafurc. 
In default of witneflfes, torments were employed to extort 
confefllons didlated by the executioners themfelves. If the^ 
magidrates, tired with executions, refufed to punifh, they 
were themfelves accufed of the crimes they tolerated ; the. 
very miniders of religion raifed falfe witneffes againd them, , 
who made them forfeit with their lives the tardy remorfe 
excited in them by humanity. Dreams, apparitions, ter- 
ror, and condernation, of every kind, increafed thefe pro- 
digies of folly and horror. The prifons were filled^, the 
gibbets left danding, and all the citizens involved in gloomy 
apprehenfions. The mod prudent quitted a country dain- 
ed with the blood of its inhabitants and thofe that re- 
mained widied only for peace in the grave. In a word^^ 
nothing lefs than the tot^ and immediate fubverfion of the 
colony was expelled ; when on a fudden, in the height of 
the dorm, the waves fubfided, and a calm enfued. All 
eyes were opened at once, and the . excefs - of the . evil 
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awakened the minds which it had at firft ftupihed. Bitter^ 
and painful remonrfe was the immediate confequence ; the, 
mercy of Gk>d was implored by a general faftj and publio 
prayei-s were offered up to adc forgivenefs {ov the pre- 
fumption of having fuppofed that Heaven could have been 
pleafed with facrihces with which it could only have been 
offended^ 

Poderity will, probably, never know exadlly what was- 
the caiife or remedy of this dreadful diforder. It had, 
perhaps, its firft origin in the melancholy which thefe per- 
meated enthufiafts had brought with them from their own 
country, which had increafed witli the fciirvy they had 
contradfed at fea, and had gathered freih llrength from the- 
vapours and exhalations of a foil newly broken up, as well 
as from the inconveniencies and hardfliips infeparable from 
a change of climate and manner of living. The contagion, 
however, ceafed like all other epidemical ditlempers, ex- 
haulled by its very communication ; as all the diforders of 
the imagination are expelled in the tranfperts of a delirium. 
A perfedl calm fucceeded this agitation ; and the puritans 
of New England have never fmcc been feized with f6 
gloomy a fit of enthufiafm. 

But though the colony has renounced the perfecuting 
fpirit which hath ftained all religious fedfs with blood, it 
has preferved fome ftrong marks of that fanaticifm and 
ferocioufnefs which had lignalized the melancholy days in ^ 
which it took its rife. 

The fmall-pox, which is lefs frequent, but more deftruc- 
tive, in Amenca, than it is in Europe, occafioned, in 1 721, 
inexpreffible ravages in the province of Maffachufets bay. 
This calamity fuggefted the idea of inoculation. In order 
to prove the cflicacy of this fortunate prefervative, a Ikilful 
and courageous phyfician inoculated his wife, his children, 
his f^rvants, and himfelf. He was immediately infulted, 
confidered as an infernal monfter, and threatened with af- 
faflination. Thefe outrages not having been able to pre- 
vent a very promifing young man from having recourfe to - 
this falutary pradlicc, a wicked fuperftitious perfon got 'up 
to his window in the night-time, and threw a grenade into 
his room, filled with combuftible materials. 

The moft reafonable among the citizens were not dif- 
gufted with thefe atrocious adts ; and their indignation, was 
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rather agatnft thofe bold fpirits who were accufed 
of preferring the fkill of man to the care of Providence. 
The people were confirmed by thefe cittravagant do^lrine«> 
in the refolution of rejecting a-noveUy^ which waa to draw 
down upon the whole' date the infallible and terrible cf- 
of the divine wrath. The magidratcf, who were 
apprehenfive of an infurre^on, ordered the phyficians to 
aifeinble ; and they, either from oonvidion) pufillanimity, 
QT policy, declared moculation dangerous. It waa prohi- 
bited by a bilh' which waa received with unparallel^ ap« 
plaufe, 

Europeans, you feel your hair rifing on your heads j you^ 
fkudder with horror ; and you have forgotten the obftacles 
which this falutary practice met with^ among yourfeives ; 
and you do not confider, that two hundred years ago you 
would have committed the fame outrages. Acknowledge, 
therefore, the important feryiccs you have received from 
the progrefs of fcrence ; and entertain that refpeft and 
gratitude for the promoters of it, which you owe to ufcful 
men, who have preferved you from (o many crimes, which 
ignorance and fuperilition would otherwife have made you^ 
commit. 

A few years after, a ticw feenr was exhibited, ftill more 
atrocious. For a long time paft an odious reward had 
been granted in thefe provinces to fuch of the colonifts as 
fhould put an Indian to death. This reward was increafed 
in 1724 to 2,250 livres [93L 15S.3. John liovewcU, en- 
couraged by fo confidcrabie a premium, formed a con- 
fpiracy of men as ferocious as himfelf, to go in queftof the 
favages. One day he difeovered tea of them quietly fleep^ 
ing round a large fire. He murdered them, carried their 
fcalps to Bofton, and received the promifed reward. After > 
this, have you, ye A nglp- Americans, any reproaches to ^ 
loake to the Spaniards i Have they ever done, or f^ould 
they podibly ever do, any thing more inhuman ? And yet 
you were men, civilizicd men ; and you beaded of being 
chriftians. No, you were rather mooders, dt to be ex« 
terminated ; you were tnonders, againd whom a league 
that might have been for naed would have been lets cri- 
minal than the one that Love well formed again d the 
favages. 

C'rhe autbdr here introduces the fbory of PoUy Baker, 
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who wa® brought before the xnagiifTatc®,. and convt^feed 
the fifth time of having had a baftard child. He give* the 
fpcecH (he is iaid-ta have made o» this oceafion at foil 
length. But ae this fpeech is in the hands of every Englifil 
reader, the tranftator has judged it unnecefikty to fwelT his 
tranflation with it. The author’s reafoning upon it is as 
follows:] 

This fpeech produced an affcfling change in the minde 
of all the audience. She was not only acquitted of cither 
penalty or corporal punifliment, but her tciumph was fa 
complete, that one of her judges married her. So fuperior 
is the voice of reafoa to all the powers of fliidicd clo^ 
quence. But popular prejudice has rcAimed its induence ; 
whether it be, that the reprefeiitatioDs of nature alone are 
often ftified by ait attention to political advant^es, or to 
die benefirt of fociety ; or that, under the En^lifh govern^- 
ment, where celibacy is not enjoined by religion, there is 
lefa excufe for an illicit commerce between the fexes, than 
in thofe countries where the clergy, the nobility, luxury^ 
poverty, and the (candalous example giren by the court 
and the church, all concur in degrading and corrupting the 
married ftate, in rendering it buithenfome. 

New England has fome remedy again fi: bad laws in 
the cooilitution of ita mother country, vrbere tlie people, 
who have the Icgillative power in their awn hands, are 
at liberty to corre6f abnfea ; and it has others derived 
from its fit nation, which open a vafl field to induftry and 
population. 

This colony, bounded on the north Enienty natural 
by Canada, on the weft by New York, hi/lory^ manu^ 
and on the raft and fouth by Nova JaSturts^ exfort- 
Scotia and the ocean, extends full three atiom^ cf 
hundred miles along the fea coaft, and England, 

upwards of fifty miles in the inland 
parts. 

The clearing of the lands is not dired^ed by chance as in 
the otbei' provinces. This matter, from the firft, was fub- 
jedled to laws which are ftill religioufly obferved. No 
citixen whatever baa the liberty of fettling even upon un- 
occupied land. The government, defirous of preferving all 
iU members from the inroads of the favages, and of placing 
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them in a condition to tore in the protedion of a well- 
regulated foeiety, hath ordered that whole villages Ihould 
be farmed at once* As foon as fixty families offer to build 
a church, maintain a clergyman, and pay a^ fchodlmafter, 
the general affembly allot them a fituation, and permit 
them to have two r-eprefentatives in the legiflative body of 
the colony. The dillridl alligned them always borders 
upon the land already cleared, and generally contains fix 
thoufand fquarc acres. Thefe new people choofe the 
fituation moft convenient for their habitation, which is 
ufually of a fquare figure. The church is placed in the 
centre ; the colonifts divide the land among thcmfelves, 
and each inclofes his property with a hedge. Some woods- 
are referved for a common. It is thus that New Ei>g- 
land is conftantly enlaiglng its territory*, though it ft ill 
continues to make one complete and wcU-conftitutcd^ 
province. 

Though the colony be fituated in the midd of the tem- 
perate zone, yet the climate is not fo mild at that of fome 
European provinces, which are under the fame parallel 
of latitude. The winters are longer and colder, the fum- 
mers (horter and hotter. The il<y is commonly clear, and 
the rains more plentiful than lafting. The air has grown 
purer fince its circulation has been made free by cutting' 
down the woods ; and malignant vapours, which at fiiiV 
carried off fome of the inhabitants, are no longer com- 
plained of. 

The country is divided into four provinces, which at firfV 
had no coniieiftion with one another. The neceflity of 
maintaining an armed foice againft the favages, obliged 
them to form a confederacy in 1643, when they took, the 
name of the United colonies. In conTequence of thiS' 
league, two deputies from each cllahlilhment iifed to meet 
in a Hated place, to deliberate upon the common affairs of 
New England, according to the iuitru^lions they had re-8^ 
ceived from the aihmbly by wdiich they were fent. This, 
affociation was not in any manner repugnant to the right 
which each of its members had, to adf in every refpc6t as 
he chqfe. 

' They were almoft as much independent of the mother 
country. When the fcttlement was allowed to be made, it 
had been agreed that code of laws ftiould not 
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tradid, in any refpe^, the legiflation of the mother coun- 
try 5 that the judging of any capital crime committed upon 
their territory, Ihould be referved for it ; and that their 
whole trade Ihould be centered in its ports. None of thefe 
engagements were fulfilled ; and other obligations, of lefs 
importance, were equally neglected. The fpirit of re- ' 
publicanifm had already acquired fo great an influence, as 
to prevent thefe arrangements from bein^ confidered as 
binding. The colonifts limited their fubmiffion to the ac- 
knowledging, in a vagut manner, the king of England to 
be their lovereign. 

Maffachufet, the moft flourifhing of the four provinces, 
indulged itfelf in greater liberties than the others, and did 
it#openIy. This haughty behaviour drew the refentmeot 
of Charles II upon them. In 1684 this monarch took 
away the charter which had been granted to them by his 
father. He eftablifhed an almoft arbitrary government* 
and ventured to levy taxes for his own ufe. Defpotifai 
did not decreafe under his fucceflbr. Accordingly, on the 
iirft mtclligence of his being dethroned, his deputy was 
arrefled, put in irons, and fent back to Europe. 

William HI. though very well fatisfied with this ardent 
seal, did not reftore 10 the Maflachufets their ancient pri- 
vileges, according to their dcfircs, and, perhaps, to their 
wifhes. It ia true that he reftored them a charter^ but a 
charter which was in nothing rtfembling the firft. 

By the new chaUcr, the governor appointed by the 
court, was to be in pofl'tflion of the exclulive right of con- 
vening, proroguing, or diflblving, the national afiembly. 

It was he alone who could give a fandlion to the laws that 
were decreed, and to the taxes impofed by the affembly. 
Tiic nomination of every military employment belonged to 
this commandant. It was he, allitlcd by the council, who 
appointed the magiftrates. The other lefs important places 
coula not be diipofed of without his confent. The public 
ireafury was never opened but by his order, confirmed by 
the concurrence of the council. His authority was like- 
wife extended to fome other matters, which put a great 
reftraint upon liberty. Connecticut and Rhode iflana, by 
a timely fubmiffion, prevented the punifliment the province 
of Maflachufets bay had incurred, and retained their ori- 
ginal charter. That of New Hampfhire had been alwsiyi 
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Jugulated hf tdue feme mode of admimftration a& thtt pror 
^inoe o£ Maifechja&ta bay^ Tbe fame go^epnor prelided 
over the four provinces ; but wkh regulatipna adapted to 
the conftitution of ca.ch colouy. 

. According to an accounJt pubbftied by tlie general con- 
grefa of the Englifh American continent# lh<;re arc four 
hundred thoufand inhabitants at Maffachufcta bay ; one 
hundred and ninety-two thoufand at Cor)ne<SUcut ^ one 
hundred and hfty thoufand at New Hampfeirc ; and hfty» 
nine thoufand lix hundred and feventy-eigbi at Khode 
ifland ; which forms, in this Settlement alsune, a populaiiott 
of eight hundred and one thoufand iix hundred nud feveaty- 
ci^t fouls. 

This great multiplfeatiofl oS t«en &ould feeto Uk arUe 
from an excellent {bif; but this, is act the caie* At&thc 
countriea, except fome parts of Conne^icut, were origin^ 
ally covered with pine trees ; and, confequeBtly, are either 
entirely barren, oc not very fertile. None of the European 
feeds thrive there f and tkek produce hath never been fuf* 
heient for the nouHlhinent of its inhabitants. They have 
always been obliged to live upon ttmztf o« to draw part of 
their (ubfiflence from elfe where. Accordingly, though 
the country be generally very fit for the culture of fruit 
and of vegetables, and for breeding of cattle, yet the 
country places arc not the moft intcreltiDg part of tbdfe 
regions. It is upon coafts furrounded with tiocks, but 
which are favourable to filhing, that the population hath 
augmented, a<^ivity hath iacreafed, and cafy circumdances 
are become general. 

This infufikiency of the harvefts ought to have excited 
induftry in New England fooner, and more particularly, 
than in the reft of the continent. Several (hips were even 
conftruifled there for foreign navigators, the materials for 
which, at prefent fo fcarce and fo expenfive, were, for a 
long time, common and cheap. The facility of procuring 
beaver fkins, occafioned the eftabliftiing of a eonfidtrable 
hat manufactory. Cloths were alfo made of flax And hemp ; 
and with the fleeces of their flocks, the colony fabricated 
fluffs, which are coarfc but ftrong. 

To thefe manufactures, which may be called national, 
another branch of induftry was added, fupported by foreign 
materials. Sug^r yields a reiiduum, known by the name 
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of fynlp, 6 r mdkflee. The people of New England went 
to fetcii it frofnAhe Wcft-Indica, and Ufed it at'iifftjufl as 
it wap, for vark>tis purpofea. At length the idea of dif- 
tilling it fuggfefted itfelf to them. They fold a prodigious 
quantity of this rum to the neighbouring faVagts ; to the 
men employed in the cod-fifhery, and to all the northern 
provinces ; they even carried It to the coaft of Africa, 
where they difpofed of it with conTiderable advantage to 
the Englifh employed in the purchafe of flaves. 

This branch of trade, and other circumftances, enabled 
the inhabitatits of New England tO appropriate to th^m- 
felves part of the commodities, both of South and of 
North America. The exchanges between thefe two re- 
gions, which arc fb neceffary to them both, palTed through 
ihcht hands ; and th^ became, in fome nreafurc, brokers, 
as the ‘Hollanders, of the NeW World. 

The greated refoiiree of thofe prOvindes, however, al- 
ways v^as the fiihery ; which \vas very eonfiderable, even 
upon their oWn cOafts. 'A prodigious quantity of boats ia 
ieen in every river, hay, or port, NVhich are employed in 
Catching failmon, (lurgeon, cod, rfnd other kinds of fidi, 
which are all fold to advantage. 

Madkerel is canght princij^lly it the mouth cif the'Pen- 
tagoiiet, which empties itfelf in ’ Fundy, or Ef^nOh, bay, at 
the extremity of the colony. In fpring and in autumn, 
fourteen or fifteen hundred bUats, aad ’tv^o thoufand five 
hundred men are employed iii thisfifhery. 

The cod fiihcry is ftHlmor^ advantageous to New Eng^ 
land. Its numerous ports fend out annually five hundred 
velftls, of fifty tons burthen, the crews of whidh imownt to 
four thoufind men. They catch at lead two hundred and 
fifty thoufand quintals of cod. 

Thefe colonies employ thcmfelVcs ItkeWtfc in the whtdc 
fifhei;^. Before the -year 1 765 , New England carried on 
this fifhery in the gulf of Florida, ra March, April, and 
May } smd to the ead of the gVeat hank df 'Newfoundland, 
in June, July, and Augixd. There were no more than one 
hundred and twenty floops, cach'of feventy tons burthen, 
and fibeteen himdred failors, fent out for this purpofe at 
that time. In i ^67, this fifhety cmplbycd feven thcmfiind 
two hundred and iinety failors. ^Lct us invedigatc the 
caufes of thir eonfiderable mercafe. 
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Great Britain waS for a long time agitated with the 
defire of (haring the whale fifhery with' the Dutch. In 
order to fucceed in this, towards the latter end of the 
reign of Charles II, the inhabitants of that kingdom were 
difcharged from paying any duty to the cuftorrv-houfe, 
upon the produce arifing from the fi(h which they (hould 
obtain from the Northern fea : but this indulgence was not 
extended to the colonics, who were obliged to pay a duty 
of 56 livres 5 fols [2I. 68. every ton of oil and 

of whalebone, at their entrance into the mother country ; 
this duty was only diminifhed by one half, when thefe ar- 
ticles were imported on Englifh bottoms. 

To this tax, which was already too burthenfome, an- 
other w.as added in 1699, of 5 fols 7 dcniers [about 
for every pound weight of whalebone ; which bore eqpSaHy 
upon America and upon Europe. This new tax pro- 
duced fuch fatal confequenccs, that it was found necenary 
to fupprefs it in 1723; but it was only taken off for 
the whales caught in Greenland, in Davises ftraits, or in 
the adjoining feas. The fifhery on the Northern con- 
tinent (lill remained fubje<Sl to the new as well as the old 
duty. 

The miniffry, perceiving that the exemption of the duty 
w’aa not fiifficient to excite the emulation of the Englifh, 
bad recourfe to encouragements. In 1732, a gratuity of 
22 livres 10 fols [180. 9d.] was given ; and (ixteen years 
after, another of 45 livres [il. 1 78. 6d.] for every ton 
conveyed by the (hips employed in this important fifhery. 
This generofity of government produced part of the good 
effe^fs which were expe6led from it. Great Britain, how- 
ever, far from being able to vie with their rivals in foreign 
markets, was (lill obliged to purchafe annually to the value 
of three or four hundred thoufand livres [from 12,500!. to 
i6,6661. 138. 4d.] of train oil and whalebone. 

Such was the ftate of things, when the feas of Notith 
America, which belonged to the French, became An 
Englifh poffcfiion at the laft peace. Immediately the 
New Englanders went there in numbers to catch whales, 
which are very plenty. They were exonerated by par- 
liament from the duties which opprefTed them ; and their 
induftry became (lill more adlive. It mull naturally be 
communicated to the neighbouring colonies ^ and it 
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1*3 prpbable that the United provinces will, in proccfs 
of time, be deprived of this important branch of their 
trade. 

The whale filhery is carried on in the gulf of St. Law- 
rence, and in the adjacent latitudes, upon feas lefs tem- 
peiluous, and lefs embarraired with ice, than thofe of 
Greenland. Accordingly, it begins fooner, and ends later. 
Fewer fatal accidents happen there. The (hips employ- 
ed for the purpofe are fmaller, and have lefs numerous 
crews. Thefe ’ reafons muft give to the American con- 
tinent advantages, which the economy of the Dutch will 
never be able to balance. The Englilh of Europe them- 
felvea hoped to Hiare this fuperiority with their colonifts, 
becaufe they expelled to add to the profits accruing from 
the ^Ifhery, that which they w^re to collect from the falc 
of their cargoes ; a refource which was not allowed to the 
navigators who frequented Davis’s llraits or the Green- 
land feas. 

The vendible produdions of New England are cod, 
train-oil, whales, tallow, cyder, fait meats, maize, hogs 
and oxen, pot-afii, pulfe, mafts for merchantmen and men 
of war, and all kinds of woods. The Azore iflands, 
Madeira, the Canaries, Portugal, Spain, Italy, Great Bri- 
tain, and principally the Welt- Indies, hitherto confumed 
thefe articles. In 1769, the united exports of the four 
provinces amounted to 13,844,430 livres 19 fols 5 deniers 
[about 576,851!. 5s. 9:J:d.J But this colony received 
habitually more than it leqt out, fince it was conftantly 
indebted twenty-four or twenty-five millions of livres 
[from 1,000, oooL to 1,041,666!. 13s. 4d.] to the mother 
country. 

Some fhips are difpatched from every one of the ex- 
tremely numerous ports that are on thefe coafts. The 
princ^al voyages, however, from Cpnnedicut, are under- 
taken at Newhaven ; thofe to Rhode ifland, at Newport ; 
thofe to Hamplhire, at Portfmouth ; and thofe to Mafia* 
chufets bay, at Bofton. 

This laft: city, which may be confidered as the capital 
of New England, is fituated on a peninfula, four miles in 
length, at the bottom of the fine bay of Maflachufet, 
which reaches about eight miles within land. The open- 
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itig of the bay is Sheltered from the impetuofity of the 
'Vttves by a number of rocks which rife above the ^ater, 
and by twelve fmall iflands, moll of which are inhabited. 
Thefe dikes and natural ramparts will not Allow more 
than three Ihips to come in together. At the end of the 
lad century, a regular citadel, named Fort William, was 
ere^ed in one of the iflands upon this narrow channel. 
It 13 defended by a hundred pieces of cannon of the 
largeil fizc, and very well placed. A league further on, 
is a vetyhigh light-houfe, the flgnals frenh which may be 
perceived and repeated bv the fortrefs along the whole 
eoail, at the fame time that Bofton has her own light- 
houfes, which fpread the alarm to all the mland country. 
Except when a veiy thick happens to prevail, whidh 
fotne Ihips might take advantage of to flip into the iflend^ 
the town has always live or fix hours to prepare for the 
reception of an enemy, and to afleihble ten thouiand 
militia, which can be colledcd in four-and- twenty hours. 
If a fliould ever be able to pafs the artillery of Fort 
William, it would infallibly be Hepped by a couple of bat- 
teries, which being ercAed to the worth and fouth of the 
pkee, commend the whole bay, and would give time for all 
the veffds and commercial Horca to be fhekefed from can- 
non foot in the river Charles. 

'1 he harbour of Bofton is fo fpackms, that fix hun- 
dred vdTcls may anchor in it fafely ‘ond eotnmodioxifly. 
'I'here is a iwagnWiccnt pier conftrui^fed, projeft mg fuf- 
liciendy into the fea to aMow the forps to unload their 
goods without the offiftance of a lighter, and to depofit 
them into the warehoufes which arc ranged on the north 
fide. At the extremity of the pier, the town appears 
built upon mn uneven territory, in form Of a crefeent 
luuiid the harbour. Before the difiurbmces k con- 
tained about thirty-five or forty thoufaiMi iuhabitapts, of 
various fc^. The houfes, furniture, drefs, food, con- 
verfation, cuiloms, and mannere, were fo exa€dy ftmilar 
to the mode of living in London, that it was fcarcc 
f/Oflible to find any other difference, but that which arifes 
i i om the greater wumbers of people there are in large 
capitals. 
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New England, which refcmbles the The Dutch found 
mother country in fo many refpe£ls, is the colony of New 
contiguous to New York. The latter, Belgia, after*- 
bounded on the eaft by this principal warcU called 
colony, and on the weft by New Jerfey, New Tork. 
occupies at flrft a very narrow fpace of 
twenty miles along the fearlhore, and infenfibly enlarging, 
extends to the north above a hundred and fifty miles up 
the country* 

Tiiis country was difeovered towards the beginning of 
the feventeeuth century, by Henry Hiidfon, a famous 
Englilh navigator, at that time in the Dutch fervice. fie 
entered into a confiderable river, to which he gave his name, 
and after flightly rcconnoitering the coaft, returned to . 
Amfterdam, from whence he had failed. A fecond voyage, 
undertaken by this adventurer, gave fome better idea of 
tliis favage country. 

According to the European fyilem, which never pays 
any attention to the people of the New World, this coun- 
try fhould have belonged to the United provinces. It was 
difeovered by a man in their fei*vice, who took pofTcflion of 
it in their name, and gave up to them any perfonal right 
lie might have in it. His being an Englilhman did not iiv 
the lealt invalidate thefe uncontrovertible titles. It miift 
therefore have occafioned great furprife, when James I af- 
ferted his p^reteniions to it, upon the principle that Hud-' 
fon was born his fabjetf ; as if any man^s country was not 
that in which he earns liis fubfiftence ; and indeed the king 
laid but a flight ftrefs upon a pretenfion for which there 
was fo little foundation. 

The republic, who faw nothing in this property, which 
was no longer contefted with them, except a fettlement for 
the trade of the beaver and other peltries, ceded it to the 
Weft-Jndia company. This fociety directed all its atten- 
tion towards thefe favage riches ; and ir| order to get, as 
near them as poflible, they caufed Fort Orange, fince call- 
ed Albany, to be credfed upon the borders of Hudfons 
river, at the dillance of one hundred and fifty miles from 
the fea. It was there that the furs were brought to their 
agents, who gave in exchange to the Iroquois, fire-arms 
and warlike ftorcs, to enable them torefift the French, who 
were lately arrived in Canada. 

VoL V. 


P 
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At that time New Bdgia was nothing more than a fac- 
tory. The city>of Amllcrdain became feufible that it 
would be a.jodtcious thing to cllablifli a colony in that part 
of tlie New. World,, and easily obtained the cclfion of it, 
by giving 7 CQ,oco Uvrea (^29,i66L 138 . 4d.] to the pro- 
prietors. 

Thefe more ext cnfivc views required other arrangements* 
The poft placed is the ncighboarhood^of the Hve nations 
was left {landing ; but it appeared neceffary to eftablifh a 
morC' confidcrable; attc at tte mouth; of the. river, in tlie 
ifland of Manahatair ; and' accordingly, New Amfterdam 
was built there. Neither the.town^ its .territories^ nor the 
reft of the pravince,^ were ever diftuibedby the neighbour- 
ing farage®, fomc o£ whom were too weak to make any 
attempts, and the others were perpetually at war with the 
Erenchi* This pofitffion, therefore, was making a, rapid 
progrefs, when it was vifited by an unexpedfed.ftorm. 

jit mthai period^ E no l a»o, ' which had not at that time 

aoditt Jwhat - thofe intimate conne<5rion8 with Holland, 
imnner^theEng^ which thc ambition and fuccefles of Lewis 
lijh makt them^ XIV have fiiice given rife to between 
Jeivu miners of the two powers, beheld, with a jealous 
Nevj.BeJ^tcu eye a finaU .llale, but lately formed in its 
•neighbourhood, eaitendiiig its -flourilhiivg 
trade to. all parts of the .world; . She was inw^mdly incenU 
ed at the idea of not being ^hle to attain to an equality 
with a. power which ought not even to- have entered into a< 
competition -with her* »Thefe rivals in commerce, as in na- 
vigation, by their vigilance and economy, ruinedJher in all 
the great markets oL the univerft; and- obliged: her to a<5l 
only a fecondary pact; Every effort Ihe m^e to effablilh' 
a compctitimi ended eithento her difadvantage or diferedit, 
while univerfaLcommorcc* was evidently’ concentraring-itfelf 
in the/moraffes of the republic* At length the nation was' 
rouCed by the difgrace of their merchants, and.rcfolved to 
fecure.to tlicmi by -force, what they could not obtain by their 
induftry. r Charles II, notwithftanding his avcrfion for bufi- 
nefs, and.his inunodeTatc lovc ofpleafuTC, eagerly adopted 
a plan^which gave him a profpeA of acquiring the riches 
of thoCe di ft ant regions* . togethar. with the man rime empire 
of Europe# His brother, naorr. aftive and:. more inters 
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prifin^ than encouraged him in thefe diTpofjtions ; 

and vfrith one ^onfent, they ordered tlrat the ffttlements 
and rtiips of the Dutch Hrould ^ attacked, without auy 
previous declaration of war. 

Hoftilities begun in this manner are both cowardly and 
perfidious. They are the a6t of a horde of favages, and 
not of a civifired nation ; of a dark^affafiin, and not of a 
v^arlike pfince. No perfon who puts any' confidence in his 
ftrength, and who hath any elevation qf foul, will furpri.ie 
a fieeping advbrfafy. If anyone may bi allowed to take 
advantage’ of my fecuritiy, may I not alto avail myfelf of his ? 
Such condu6^ compels both parties to be incefl'ahtly in 
arms ; the ftate of war becomes permanent, and peace is 
no more than a wbrd devoid of meaning. There is either 
a jufl reafon for attacking, an enemy, or there is none. If 
there be none, the party that begins the attack is nothing 
n»ore thaffi a' dangerous robber, againft whom all ought lo 
unite, and whom they have a right to exterminate. If, on 
the contrary, there be a reafon for commencing lioftilities, 
it ought to be nxitified; Nothing can authofile the feizure 
of poficfFians, cj^cepl the refufal tort-pair an injury, or to 
rcflore any thing that is ufurped. Befofe you t)ecome the 
aggrefibr, let the v<rorld be convinced of the injii (lice that 
13 done to y^oir. The only thing that can be allowed, is to 
make fecret j>repafatrons for revenge; to drirembie your 
proje£ls, if they caufc any alarm ; and to leave no interval 
between the refufal' of jullice and the beginning of hofiik 
iries'. If you filouldbe weaker th^h your advciTary, you 
nuift entreat and fuffer with patience. Mull you be a 
traitor, bccaufe another peffon is an ufurper ? Delpife the 
common maxim’; and do not fupply either the ilrength 
you may be deficient in, or the courage which might ex- 
pofe you, by treachery. Let the opinion of yoiir con- 
temporaries, and that of pollerity, be always prefent to 
your mind. 

In the month of Auguft 1664, an Englilh fquadron 
anchored on the coafts of New Belgia, the capital of whiclv 
furrendered upon the firll fummons, and the reft of the co- 
lony made no greater refinance. This conqueft was infured' 
lo the Englifti by the treaty of Breda, But they were 
deprived of it again by the republic in 1673, when the ic- 
trigUes of France had fet thefe two maritime powers at 
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variance, which, for their mutual interefte, ought ever to 
he united. A fecond treaty again reftored to the Englifh, 
in the following year, a p|pvince which hath fince remain- 
ed attached to their dominion, but as the property of the 
king’s brother, who gave his name to it. 

^he colony is New York was governed by the depu- 

ceded to the ties of this prince with fufficient addrefs 

duke of Tork. to prevent the indignation of the qolonifta 
from being excited againft their perfons. 
The public hatred was fixed upon their mafter, ^yho had 
kept all the power in his own hands. This political flav- 
ery equally difgufted both the Dutch, who had preferred 
their plantations to their country, and the Englifh who 
had joined them. The people, accuftomed to liberty, be- 
came impatient under the yoke. Every thing feemed tend- 
ing eitiier to an infurredlion, or to an emigration. The 
commotion was put a flop to only in 1683, when the co- 
lony was invited to choofe reprefentatives, who might re^ 
gulate in aflemblies what would be proper for its interefts. 

Colonel Duncan, who was intrufted with this bufinefs, 
w^as a man of a bold and extenlive mind. He did not con- 
fine himfclf, like thofe who had hitherto governed the pro- 
vince, to the ceding of lands to every perfon who offered 
to clear them ; he alfo extended his care to the Five nations, 
w'hich had been too much neglefted by his predeceffors. 
The French were for ever endeavouring to difunite thefe 
favages, in hopes of enflaving them : and they had advanc- 
ed this great undertaking by means of the converts made 
by their miffionaries. It was the bufinefs of England to 
difconcert this plan ; but the duke of York, who had 
views of intereft diftinft from that of his country, was de- 
firous that hi^ deputy fhould favour the execution of it. 
Duncan, though a catholic, conftantly deviated from the 
plan that was traced out for him, and exerted his utmoft ef- 
forts to thwart a fyflcm which appeared to him to be found- 
ed rather upon policy than religion. He even annoyed, 
by every pofTible mcafure, the nation that was the rival of 
his ; and the memoirs of the times atteft^ that he greatly 
rcjtarded their progrefs. 

The conduct of this^ble chief was different in the in- 
terior part of the colony. He encouraged, both from in- 
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clination, and in obedience to orders, the cftablidiment of 
the families of his own, and of his prince’s, religion. This 
proteiftioti was accompanied with a kind of myllcry ; but 
as foon as James II had afcended the throne,* the coUedlor 
of the public revenues, the principal officers, and a great 
number of citizens declared themfelves partlfans ot the 
church of Rome. 

This occafioned a great ferment In the minds of the peo- 
ple. The proteftant caufe was thought to be in danger ; 
and prudent men were apprehenfive of an infurre^fion. 
Duncan fucceeded in keeping the malcontents in order ; 
but the revolution obliged him to make a voluntary refig- 
nation of his pod. He fubmitted, like a good Englid;- 
man, to the new gpverument ; and by a liaughtinefs of 
charafler peculiar to his nation, he fent over to tfie dt>- 
throned monarch all the nches he had acquired In a long 
and profperous adminiftratlon. 

This fingular man had fcarce quitted America, before 
the inhabitants - of New England expelled their governo^^ 
Edmund Andrews, one of the moil active promoters of the 
arbitrary views of King James. Some militia of New 
York, feduced by this example, endeavoured to treat 
Nicholfon, who was temporarily intruded with the go- 
vernment, in the fame manner ; but he fucceeded in form- 
ing a party in his favour, and the colpny became the prey 
of two armed fa< 5 lions, till the arrival of Colonel Slaughter. 

This commander, who was fent by William 

King William, convoked the members of gives a goi^ern^ 
the date, on the 9th of April 1691. merit to this co- 
This aflembly annulled every thing which lony, 
had been previouHy decreed contrary to 
the Brltiih conditution, and ena< 5 lcd laws which have ever 
finc^ been the rule of the colony. At this period the ex- 
ecutive power was placed i|» the hands of the governor 
appointed by the crown, which gave him twelve couiilcU 
lors, without whofe concurrence he could not fign any ail. 
The commons were reprefented by thirty deputies, chofen 
by the inhabitants ; and thefe feveral bodies condituted the 
general affembly, in. which every power was veded. The- 
duration of this affembly, originally unlimited, was aftey* 
wards fixed at three years ; and it now continues feven, 
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t|^e the Brltlih parjiameat, the revolutions of which it 
fi&fih followed^ 

tt was time that an invariable order (hoiild be cftabli/hed In 
the colony. It was obliged to fu^ain, againft the French 
in Canada, a briik and obftinate war, which had been 
Jtindlcd by the dethroning jot James 11 . Thefc hoftilitics, 
terminated by the treaty of Ryfwick, began again on ac- 
count of the Spanilh fucceflioh. The provinces adjacerrt 
to New York took fome part in thefe diviflons ; hut it was 
this province which gave or fu|lained the greatefl lirokes, 
which paid the troops, and which was drawn into the moft 
confiderable exptnee?. 

Unfortunately, the contributions of the citizens, which 
were ordered hy the general affembly, were colle£led in a 
chell, that entirely at the difpofal of the governor. It 
.^ten happened, tliat rapacious or extravagant eommandcrii 
converted to their own ufe the funds deftmed for the pub- 
lic fervice. This becapie a perpetual iburcc pf diffei^ioii. 
rQ^een Anne decreed, in 1705,’ that the fame aiuhority !w 
which the taxes were Impofed, flioidd deterimne the ufe 
they were to be applied to, apd flight require an account 
to be given of the manner in which (hey had been em- 
ployed. 

’ Though the malver fat ions we^e flopped by this arrange-- 
meat, y^t the daDV:3 paid by the province were i^ot ade- 
quate to the expences which the continuation of the war 
required. This embarraflment occafioned, for the firft 
time, in 1709, the creation of bibs of credit, which were 
afterwards mqch more multiplied than either the wants of 
the colony required, or than was confiftcnt with its advan- 
tage. 

Burnet, a Ton of the famous bilhop of that name who 
had fo much contributed to the placing of the houfe of 
Orange upon the throne, was appointed governor the 
colony in 1720. But thou^ he did not fucceed in put- 
ting a (lop to this diforder, yet he formed another plan for 
the profperity of the colony. The French inhabitants of 
Canada wanted, for the purpofe pf their exchange with 
the favages, feveral articles which were not furnifhed by 
their mother country : thefe they drew from New York. 
The general affembly of that province, by the advice of 
their governor, prohibited this conf;munication. But as it 
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was not foificicnt to have cmbarraiTed the tncafures of an 
adive rival, it was determined to fupply their plate. 

A great part of the furs which were carried to Montreal 
pa fled over the weft em dhores of the lake Ontario. Bur- 
net obtained the confent 'of the Iroquok, rin 17^2, to build 
there the fort Ofwego, where thefe favage riches might be 
eafily intercepted. As foon as this fettlement was formed, 
the merchants of Albany font their merchandize to Cht- 
Tiedfady, where they were embarked upon tire Mohawks, 
which conveyed them to Gfwego. The navigation of thi.5 
river is -very difficult, and yet the Englifh fucceeded beyond 
their expeftaiions. Thefe exchanges wanld'e^/cn have been 
increafed, had they not been thwarted iby every kind ot 
difficulty. 

In 2726, the French conftm^ed a 'fort at NIagata, 
where the furs, which, without this fettleioc ct , muft hav.: 
been cam'ed to Ofwego, were dfCtained. The Enghia 
. inercfaandiac,. which raald no more he ofzenly received, was 
fraudulently xoaveyed till the year 1729, a renoarkabde pe - 
riod in whach the interefts of indkiduafe caufed the law 
which forbade this xommercc to be revoked. England too, 
at length, laid heavier taxes upon the fur trade than v;e;:e 
paid by the French. 

While thefe various impedimenta diminiihed the con- 
iie6iions wiiich it was hoped would have been fomned with 
the favages, the cultures were carried on with great fpirit 
and fuccefs throughout the whole extent of the province. 
They hadhmguiihed for fonae time indeed, in thefe coun- 
tries, where James II had granted rmmeufe territories to 
fome men loo highly favoured ; but thefe countries had at 
Jengdi been peopled as well as the othci's. Unfortunately, 
moll of the inhabitants only occupied, as in Scotland, 
lands transferable at the will of the ground landlord ; and 
ftilhmore unfortunately, this dependence gave the great 
proprietors a very dangerous influence in the public de- 
liberations. 

This defedl in the government was particularly fatal in 
the two dcftrufiive wars which the colony was obliged to 
fuftain againft the French, in 1744 
pericnced, during thefe misfortunes, calamities which it 
might at kail partly have avoided, if the efforts made to 
repulfc thefe enterprifing men, and their ferocious allicB, 
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had been concerted in time, and better planned. It was 
neceflary that Canada fliould become a Britifh polfeffion at 
the peace of 1763, in order tq enable New York to attend 
conftantly, and without embarrafiment or anxiety, to the 
extention of its trade with the favages, and to the clearing 
of its plantations^ 

Solly populatioriy This province, the limits of which 
andcorntnenty of were not fettled till after the longeft, the 
the colony, moft violent, and the moil obftinate, con- 

lefts, with New England, New jerfey, 
and Pennfylvania, confifts at prefent of ten counties. It 
. hath but a fmall extent towards the fea ; but in depth its 
territory reaches as far as lake George or St. Sacrament, 
and as far as lake Ontario. Hudfons river iffues from 
mountains fituated between thefe two lakes. This can re- 
ceive none but fmall canoes for the fpacc of fixty-five miles j 
and even that navigation is interrupted by two waterfalls, 
which oblige the perfons concerned in it to carry their car- 
goes twice overland the length of about two hundred toifes 
each time. But from Albany to the ocean, that is to fay, 
through a fpace of one hundred and fifty miles, veffels of 
forty or fifty tons burthen are feen conftantly failing, day 
and night, with the tide, upon this magnificent canal, 
during all ftafons, without the leaft riftc ; and which keep 
up a continual and rapid circulation in the colony. 

Long ifland, the part of this great fettlemcnt which 
the navigators firft meet with, is feparated from the conti-. 
rent by a narrow channel. It is one hundred and twenty 
miles long, and twelve broad, and is divided into three 
counties. The favages who occupied this great fpace, 
either removed from it, or perifhed fuccefljvely. Their 
oppreft'ors owed their firft profperity tO the w^hale and the 
leal fifhery. When thefe filli, who delight in deforced 
coafts, dilappeared, the breeding of cattle, efpecially of 
liorlcs, was attended to. Some cultures have fincc been 
cftabliflied upon this too Tandy foil. 

The ground is more uneven upon the continent ; but it 
becomes more even and more fertile in proportion as one 
approaches the lakes of Canada. If the marfties which ftill 
cover the extremity of this colony fhould be ever dried up, 
and if the rivcis by which it is watered, fhould be ever 
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confined within their beds, this country will become the 
moft fruitful of the colony. 

According to the laft accounts, the province contains 
two hundred and fifty tboufand inhabitants, of various na- 
tions and of different fe^s. The rich peltries which they 
obtain from the favages, and fuch of their own productions 
as they do not confume, are conveyed to the general mart. 
This is a city of importanse, at prefen t known, as well as 
the reft of the colony, by the name of New York. It 
was formerly built by the Dutch, in the ifland of Mana- 
hatton, which is- fourteen miles long, and one mile is its 
greateft breadth.- 

Trade hath collefted in this city, the climate of whicli 
is very wholefome, eighteen or twenty tboufand inhabit- 
ants, upon an extent of ground which is partly low and 
partly raifed. The ftreets are very irregular, but exceed- 
ingrly neat. Tlie houfes, built with brick, and covered 
with tiles, are more convenient than elegant. The pro- 
vifions are abundant, of excellent quality, and cheap. 
Eafy circumftatices prevail univerfally. The loweft clafs 
of people have a certain refource in oyfters, the fifliery of 
which alone employs two hundred boats. 

The town, fituated two miles from the month of Hud- ' 
fons river, hath properly fpeaking, neither harbour nor 
bafon, but doch not ftand in need of either. Its port, 
which is open in all feafons, is accefiiblc to ihips of the 
largeft fizes, and being fheltered from all ftorms, is fuffi- 
cient for it. From hence the numerous ftiipa come forth, 
which are dlfpatched to different latitudes. The provrfions 
or merchandize whiclr were exported in 1769, -amounted 
to 4^352,446 livres y fols 9 deniers [about 181,351!. i8s. 
Sd.j Since this period, the produClions of the colony have 
increafed vifibly ; and this increafe muft be carried ftiil 
further, fince no more than one half of the lands are clear- 
ed, and fince thofe grounds which are fo are not fo well 
cultivated as they will be when the population fl:iall become 
more confiderable. 

Th e Dutch, who were the firft found- ^Indent and mo- 
ers of the colony, eftablifhed in it that dern manners of 
fpirit of order and economy which is the Torkm 

univerfal charaderiftic of their nation. 

P 5 
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As tbey always couftitutcd the majority of the people, 
even after thefe had changed mafters, thofe whom conjqoell 
had afTociated to them generally adopted their maniiers. 
The Germans, eompclico to take refiige in America by 
the i^eligioiis perfecution which drove them oul of the Pa- 
latinate, or the other province! of the empire, were natur- 
ally inclined to this modeft hebariQur t and the EngHIh and 
French, who were not acen^omrd to lb much frugality, 
foon conformed, either (rcan motiw of wtfdom or emula- 
tion, to a mode of living lefa expeniive and more familiar 
than that which is regulated by fa/hion and parade. From 
thence it followed, that the colonifts did not coDtra 6 i any 
debts with the mother country ; that they preferved an en- 
tire liberty in their fales and purebafes, and have been en- 
abled always to give the molt advantageous turn to their 
affairs. 

Such was the ft ate of the colo^ny till ^76^. JU thjs 
riod New York became the general abode of th^ prmcjpal 
officers and of part of the troops which Great Britain 
thoiigjht necefiary to maintaia in North America, either to 
keep It in awe, or to defend it. This multitude of unemploy- 
ed or unmarried men, who were eonftantly endeavoming 
to deceive their own idlcnefs, and to ttrive againft the 
wearlfomenefs of life, difperfcd thcmfclvcs among the ci- 
tizens, to whom they infpired a taftc for the luxuries of 
lli£ tabl^, and a turn for play. By their a|&duity with 
the womcD^ their converfation ai^ui their manners, they 
.engaged them in thofe frivolous purfuits, thole gallant- 
ries, and thofe amufemicnts,, which had fo much allurement 
for them. The two fexes Toon led the fame kind of 
Ulicy rofe with the fame projet^ls, and went to bed with 
the fame extravagant ideas. This pernicious fpirit com- 
municated itfelf from one to another, and it ft;ill contiiiuesr 
uulcfs the terrible fcencs which have fincc ftained chde 
countries with blood have brought about a happy revo« 
lutiou in the maonen. 

Revolutions New Jersey is fituated in the neigh- 

whkb have bap- bourhood of New York, and was known 
penfid in New at firft by the name of New Sweden. It 
was called thus by fame adventurers of 
that uationi who landed upon thefe la- 
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V5>g€ coafts tp^vards the year 163S. They formed three 
fettkrn^ota there, Chriftiana, Ebiraburg, and Gotten- 
burg^glPffds colony was of no importance when it was 
attaelSMind conquered by the Dutch. Thofe of the in- 
habitants who had a greater regard for their mother coun- 
try than for th«ir plantations returned into Europe. The 
others fubmitted to the laws of tlie conqueror,' and their 
territory was united to New Belgia. When the duke of 
York received the inveftittire of the province to which 
he gave his name, he Separated what had been added, 
and divided it. between two of his favourites, under the 
name of New Jerfey. 

Carteret and Berkley, the fird of whom received the 
caftern, and the other the wcllern, part of the province, fo- 
licited this vaft ten-itory with no other view but to put it 
up to fale. Several fpeculative perfons purchafed from 
them large dHlridsat a low price, which they fold again 
in fmaller parcels. * In the midft of thefe fubdivifiPne, the 
colony remained divided into two dilliiicl provinces, each 
feparatdy governed by the heirs of their original proprie- 
tors. The difficulties which they experienced in their ad- 
miniftratiotv difgufted < them of this kind of fovercignty, 
wdiich indeed was ill adapted to the condition of a fubjc6^. 
They gave up their charter to the crown in 1702 j and 
from that time the two provinces became one, and like the 
greater part of the other Englifli colonies, were under the 
dire 6 t 4 on of 41 governor, ^ council, and the deputies of the 
commons. . 

- This large country, before the revolution, xontained 
only fixteen thoufand inhabitants, thedefeendants of Swedes 
and Dutch, who were its firll cultivators ; fome quakers, 
and fome church of England men, with a great number of 
Scotch prefbyterians, had joined the colonills of the two 
naiions. The dcfeCls of government (topped the progrefs, 
andoccafioned the indigence, of this fmail colony. It might 
therefore have been expeded, that the era of liberty fhould 
have been that of the pr.ofperityof the colony ; but almofl 
all the Europeans who. went to the New World, in fearcli 
either of an afylum or , riches, preferred reaufylvani'a or 
Carolina, which had acquired a greater (hare of celebrity. 
At. length, however, New jerfey hath been peopled i and 
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it reckons at prefent one hundred and thirty thpufand in' 
habitants. 

State of Ne^w The colony is covered with flUlis and 
y^ffey. with grain in abundance. Hemp thrives 

better there than in any of the neighbour- 
ing countries. An excellent qopper mine hath been work- 
ed with fuccefs in it. ’ Its coalls are acceflible, and the 
port of Amboix, its capital, is tolerably good. It is in 
want of none of the means of profperity proper for that 
part of the globe, and ,yet it hath always remained in a 
profound oblcurity. Its name is fcarcely known in the 
Old World, and not much more in the New. But per- 
haps, it is not on this account the more unfortunate. 

If we read over the hiftory of nations both ancient and 
modern, it will be found, that there is fcarce any one of 
them, the fplendour of which hath not been acquired but 
at the expcnce of its felicity. People of whom no men- 
tion fhall have been made in the melancholy annals of the 
world muft neither have been aggrefTors, nor expofed to 
attacks ; they muft not have interrupted the tranquillity of 
others, nor muft theirs have Been difturbed by diftant or 
neighbouring V enemies. They n^uft not have had heroes 
who had returned to their country laden with the fpoils of 
the enemy. They muft have had no hiftorian to relate 
either their miferics or their crimes. , There mankind 
would never have fluiddcred from one age to another, at 
the fight of thofe monuments which call to rnind, in all 
parts, the effuiion of blood, and the ftiackles of flavery im- 
pofed at a dillance, or broken at home. They muft not 
have been torn to pieces by political faftions, nor intoxi- 
cated by abfurd opinions. The oppreflion of tyranny muft 
never have drawn tears from their eyes, npr excited thenr 
to revolt. They muft never have delivered themfelves fi^m 
a (lefiKjt by afTaflination, nor muft they ever have extermin- 
ated his fatellitcs ; for fuch are the events which at all times 
have given a cekbrity to nations. On the contrary, in 
the midft of a long and profound tranquillity, the fields 
would have been cultivated, fome traditional hymns would 
have been fung in honour of the Deity, and the fame Iqve 
h>ngs would have been handed down from one generation 
to the other. Wherefore muft this alluring pi(flure of hap- 
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pinefa be chimerical \ BecsiuCe it hath never exifted ; and if 
it Ihould exirt, it could not poffibly be for a long time in 
the midil of turbuleot and ambitious nations. Whatever 
may be the reafon of the obfeurity of New Jerfey, it is 
our duty to give them our advice upon their prefent and 
future fituation. 

The poverty of this province not fuffering it at firft to 
open a direct trade with the diftant or foreign markets^ it 
was obliged to fell its productions at Philadelphia, and 
more commonly at New York ; it obtained from thefe 
cities, in exchange, fome merchandize of the mother coun- 
try, and a few of the productions of the illands. Their 
richeft merchants even advanced money to the province, 
which kept it ftill more in a ftate of dependence. Not- 
withftanding the increafe of its cultures and of its produc- 
tions, it hath not yet fhaken off this kind of fervitude. We 
have now before us, accounts of inconteftible authority, 
which prove, that in 1762 New Jerfey did not fend any. 
fhips to Europe ; and that it fent only Lwentyfour boats 
to the Weil-Indies, the value of whofe cargoes did not 
amount to more than 56,965 livres 19 fols 9denier8 [about 
2,373]. IIS. 8d.] All the rell of its territorial riches were 
delivered to the neighbouring colonies who traded with 
them. 

This fituation is both ruinous and degrading. New 
Jerfey muft itfelf c^ynilruCl fliips, all the materials for which 
nature hath given it. It muft fend them out into divers 
feas, fince it is no longer in want of men. It muft convey 
its productions to the people, who have hitherto only re- 
ceived thc;m through the means of intermediatory agents. 
It muft provide itfelf with the produce of foreign induftry 
at firft hand, for which it hath hitherto paid too dear, on 
account of the ufelefs circuits it hath gone through. It 
maj^then form vaft projeCls, devote itfelf to .great enter- 
prifes, be raifed to that rank to which its advantages feem 
to call it, and be more upon a level with the provinces 
which have too long deftroyed k by their ftiadow, ortclipf- 
ed it wirh their fplendour. 

May the views which I offer, and the counfels I addrefs 
to New Jerfey, be realized ! May I live long enough to 
be a vvitnefs of them, and to rejoice at them. The hap- 
pinefij of my fellow creatures, at whatever diftance they 
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may ex ill from me, hath never been indifferent to me : but 
I have felt myfelf moved with warm concern, > in favour of 
thofe whom fuperflition or tyranny have expelled from 
their native country. I have commiferated their fufferings. 
When tliey have embarked, I have turned my eyes up to- 
wards Heaven. My voice hath been joined to the noife of 
the winds and the waves which were carrying them beyond 
the feas ; and I have repeatedly exclaimed, let them prof- 
per ! L»ct them find in the defert and lavage region which 
they are going to inhabit, a felicity equal, or even fu- 
perior, to ours; and if they Ihould found an empire there, 
let them think of preferving themfelwes and their pollerity 
from the calamities which they have felt. 


BOOK xviir. 


ENGLISH COLONIES FOUNDED IN PENNSYLVANIA, MARY- 
LAND, VIRGINIA, CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS ON ALL THESE SETTLEMENTS. 


Parallel between focicty was ever founded on in-. 

a had and a good X\1 jwftice. A people formed by a 
government, compa& fo extraordinary, would have 
been, at the fame time, both the mod 
degraded and the moll unfortunate of people. Declared 
enemies of the human race, they would equally have^becn 
intitled to compallion from the fentiments they would have 
infpired, and thofe they would have experienced. Feared 
and hated by all furrounding powers, they would have 
inceflantly been agitated by the fame pallions. Their mis- 
fortunes would have excited univerfal joy, and their pro- 
fperity general affli6lion. The nations would one day 
have united to exterminate them ; but time would have 
rendered this league ufelcfs^ It would have been fufheient 
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for thtir annihilation, and for the avenging of other na- 
tions, that each of their members (hould have modelkd his 
condu6f upon the maxims of the date. Animated with 
the fpirit of their inftitution, they would all have been 
eager to raife themfelvcs upon the ruin of each other. 
No meafure would have appeared too odious for this pur- 
pofe. This would have been realizing the fable of the 
race engendered from the teeth of the dragon, which Cad- 
mus fowed upon the earth, and which was deftroyed as 
foon as created. 

How different would be the deftiny of an empire found- 
ed on virtue ? Agriculture, the arts, the fciences, and com- 
merce, improved under the prote^ion of peace, would have 
expelled idlenefs, ignorance, and mifcry. The chief of the 
flace would have received the different ranks of men in the 
Hate, and would have been adored. He would have un- 
derftood that not one of the fociety could fuffer, without 
fome injury to the whole body, and therefore he would 
have attended to the happinefs of all. Impartial equity 
would infttre the obfervation of the treaties which it had 
dilated, the ftability of laws, which it had fimplilied, and 
the diftribution of taxes, which it would have proportioned 
to the public cxpencea» All the neighbouring powers, 
interefted in the prefervatioo of this people, would arm in 
their defence, upon the leaft danger which fhould threaten 
them. But ip deiauk of foreign fuccours, they might 
themfelves oppofe, to the unjuft aggreffor, the impene- 
trabk barrier of a rich and numerous people, for whom 
the word country would not merely be a nominal idea. 
This is- what may be called imaginary excellence in 
politics. 

Thcfe two forts of government are equally unknown in 
the annals of the world; which prefent us with nothing 
but^imperfedf Iketches, more or lefs refembling the atro- 
cious fublimity, or more or lefs diftant from the affedfing 
beauty, of one or the othef of thefe great portraits. The 
nations which have made the mod fplendid figure on the 
theatre of the world, a£Iuated by deftrudfive ambition, 
have difplayed a greater refcmblance to the former. 
Others, more wife in their conftitution, ipore fimple in 
their manners, more limited in their views, and enveloped, 
if we may ufc the expreffion, with a kind of fccrct hap- 
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^incfs, feemed to be more conformable to the fecond. 
Among the latter Pennfylvania may be rcckoneck 

quakers Lutheranism, which was deftined 

found PennfyU to caufe a remarkable change in Europe, 

vania, cither by its own influence, or by the 

example it gave, had occafloned a great 
ferment in the minds of all men, when there arofe, in the 
mid ft of the commotions it excited, a new religion, which 
at firjl appeared much more like a rebellion guided by 
fanatic Ifm, than like a fc£t that was governed by any fixed 
principle. The generality of innovators in religion follow 
a regular fyftem, compofed of do^lrines connected with 
each other, and contend at firft only to defend them, till 
perfecution irritates and ftimulates them to rebellion, fo 
that at length they have rccourfe to arms. The anabap- 
tifts, on the contrary, as if they had only looked into the 
Bible for the word of command to attack, lifted up the 
ftandard of rebellion, before they had agreed upon a lyftem 
of dodrinc. It is. true, indeed, their leaders had taught, 
that it was a ridiculous and ufelefs practice to adminifter 
baptifm to infants, and aflerted that their opinion upon 
this point was the fame as that of the primitive church ; 
but they had not yet ever rcduced|_to pradice this article 
of belief, which was the only one that furnifhed a pretence 
for their reparation. The fpirit of fedition prevented them 
from paying a proper attention to the fchifmatic tenets 
on which their divifion was founded. To (hake off the 
tyrannical yoke of cHurch and ftate, was their law and 
their faith. To inlift in the armies of the Lord, to join 
with the faithful, who were to wield the fword of Gideon.; 
this was their device, their motive, and their fignal, for 
rallying. . 

It was not till after they had carried fire and fword ^*nto 
a great part of Germany, that' the anabaptifts thought of 
giving fome bafis and lome coftne^lion to their creed, and 
of marking and cementing their confederacy by fome 
vifible fign of union. Having been united at firft by in- 
fpiraiion to raife a body of troops, in 1525 they were 
uhited to compofc a religious code. 

lo this mixed fyftem of intoleration and mildnels, the 
anabaptift church, being the only one in which the. pure- 
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word of God 19 taught, neither can nor ought to com* 
municate with any other. 

The fpirit of the Lord blowing wherefoever it lifteth, 
tlie power of preaching is not limited to one order of the 
faithful, but is difpenfcd to all. Every one likewife has 
the gift of prfpliccy. 

Every fe(Sf which bath not prefei*vcd a community of all 
things which conftituted the life and fpirit of primitive 
chrillianity, has degenerated, and is for that rcafon aii 
impure fociety. 

Magirtrates are ufelefs in a fociety of the truly falthfuL 
A chriilian never has oceafion for any ; nor is a chriftlan 
allowed to be one himfeif. 

Chrlllians are not permitted to take up arms even ih 
their own defence, much lefs is it lawful for them to inliii 
as foldiers in mercenary armies. 

Both lawTuits and oaths are forbidden the difciples of 
Chrift, who has commanded them to leu their yea, be yea, 
and their nay, nay. * 

The baptifm of infants is an inventicpi of the devil and 
the pope. The validity of baptifm depends upon the 
voluntary confent of adults, who alone are able to receive 
it with a confeioufnefs of the engagement they take upon 
themfelves. 

Such was in its origin the religious fyflem of the ana- 
baptifts. Though it appears founded on charity and 
mildnefs, yet it produced nothing but violence and iniquity. 
The chimerical idea of an equality of ftations, is the moft 
dangerous one that can be adopted in a civilized fociety. 
To preach this fyilem to the people, is not to put them in 
mind of their rights, it is.leading them on to aflaffination 
and plunder ; it is letting domellic animals loofe, and tranf- 
forming them into wild beafts. The rulers of the people 
muiVbe more enlightened, or the laws by which they are 
governed mull be foftened ; but there is in fa(Sl no fuch 
thing in nature as a real equality ; it exiils only in the-fyftem 
of equity. Even the favages themfelves are not equal 
when once they are colle^led into hordes. They are only 
fo wlrile they wander in the woods ; and even then the 
man who fufters the produce of his chafe to be taken from 
liini, is not the equal of him who deprives iiim of it. Such 
bus been the origin of all focicties. 
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A idp^riocj tHc 1^3 .of wJbicb waA the commtjmty of 
goods and equality of ranks, was hardly calculated to hud 
partijsans hut among the piwr. The peafants 

therefore adopted It with the greater eftthufiafm, in pro- 
portion aa the yoke jfrom which .it delivered them was 
more infupportable. The far greater part, efpecially thofe 
who were condemned to (lavery, lofe up in arms on all 
fides, to fupport a dew^itine, whieb, from being vaflals, 
,made them equal tP their lords. The apprehenfion of 
feeing one of the firft bands of focicty, obedience to the 
magidrate, broken, united all other fe^ls againft them, who 
could uQt fubfill without fubordination. After having 
carried on a more obdinate rcliilance than could have been 
expeCied, they yielded at length -to the number of their 
enemies. Their fe*^, iiQtwithftandiug it had made its way 
all over Germany, and into a part of the north, was nur 
where prevalent, b^caufe it had bee» revety where oppofed 
And difperfed. It was but juft tolerated in ihofe coontriei, 
in which the greateft latitude of opinion was allowjed; ;ar«i 
there was not any date in which h was able to fettle a 
church, authorifed by the civil power. This of coorfie 
weakened it, and from obfcurlty it fell into contempt. Its 
.only glory k that of having, perhaps, contributed to the 
foundation of the feef of quakers. 

Origin and cha- This humane and peaceable fetS: arofe 
ra^er of the in England, amidft the confufions of that 

quakers* bloody war, which terminated in a mo- 

narch’s being dragged to the fcaffold by 
his own fubjc£ls. The founckr of it, George Fox, waAof 
the lower clafs of the people ; a man who had been fo|w 
.xnerly a mechanic, but whom a hngular and contemplative 
turn of mind had induced to quit his employment. In 
«rdcr to wean himfelf entirely from all earthly affecSIjions, 
he broke off all conneiftioas with his own family ; and for 
fear of being tempted to renew them, he determined to 
have no fixed abode. He often wandered alone in the 
woods, without any other amufement hut his Bible. In 
time he even learned to go without that, when he thought 
he had acquired from it a degree of infpiration fimilar to 
that of the apoftk^and the prophets. 
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He then began to thmk of making profelytes, in whicli 
he found no dif&cuky in a country where the minds of 
all men were filled and difturbed with enthufiaftic no- 
tions. He was, therefore, foon followed by a multitude 
of difciples, th^ novelty and liiigularity of whofe opinions, 
upon incomprehenfible fubjeds, could not fail of attra<Sl- 
ing and fafeinating all tbofc who were fond of the mar- 
vellous. 

The firft thing by which they caught the eye, was the 
fimplicjty of their drefs, in which there was no gold or 
filver lace, no embroidery, laces, or ruffles, and from which 
they affe^ied to banifh every thing that was fuperfluous or 
unneceflary. They would not fuffer either a button in 
the hat or a plait in the coat, becaufe it was poflible to 
do without them. Such an extraordinary contempt for 
jrftablifhed modes reminded thofe who adopted it, that it 
became them to be niore virtuous than the reft of men, 
from whom they diftinguiftied theipCclves by this external 
modefty. 

All outward m|rk8 of deference, which the pride and 
tyranny of mankind eka(ft from thofe who are unable fo 
refufe them, wer^ difdained by the quakers, who difclaim* 
ed the names of mafter and fervant. They condemned all 
titles, as being tokens of pride in thofe who claimed them, 
and of meannefs in thofe who beftowed them. They did 
not allow to any perfon whatever the appellation of emi- 
nence or excellence, and fo far they might be in the right ; 
but they refufed to comply with thole reciprocal demon- 
ftrations of refpe<5l which we call politenefs, and in this they 
were to blame. The name of friend, they faid, was not to 
be refufed by one chriftian or citizen to another, but the 
ceremony of bowing they confidcred as ridiculous and 
troublefome. To pull off the hat they held to be a want 
of fefpe^ to a man's fcif, in order to fhew it to others. 
They carried this idea fo far, that even the magiftrates 
could not compel them to any external mark of reverence ; 
but they addreffed both them and princes, according to the 
ancient majefty of language, in the fecond perfon and in 
the Angular number ; and they juftified this licence by the 
cuftom of thofe very perfons who were offended at it, and 
who ufed to addrefs their faints and their God in the fame 
manner. 
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Thc'aufterity of their morals ennobled the fingularity of 
their manners. The ufe of arms, confidered in every light, 
appeared a cnme to them. If it were to attack, it was 
violating the laws of humanity ; if to defend one’s felf, it 
was breaking through thofc of chriftianity. Univerfal 
peace was the gofpel they had agreed to profefs. If any 
one fmote a quakcr upon one cheek, he immediately pre- 
fented the other ; if any one alked him for his coat, he 
offered his waiftcoat too. Nothing could engage thefc 
equitable men to demand more' than the lawful price for 
their work, or to take lefs than what they demanded. An 
oath, even before a maglftratc, and in fupport of ajult 
caufc, they deemed to be a profanation of the name of 
God, In any of the wretched difputes that arife between 
weak and perilhablc beings. 

The contempt they entertained for the outward forms 
of politenefs in civil life, was changed into averfion for the 
ritual and ceremonial parts of religion. They looked upon 
churches rrierely as the odenfatious edifices of prieftcraft ; 
they confidered the Sabbath as a pernicious and idle inlti- 
tution, and baptifm and the Lord’s fupper as ridiculous 
fymbols. For this reafon they rejeifled all regular orders 
of clergy. Every one of the faithful they imagined re- 
ceived an immediate illumination from the Holy Ghofi, 
which gave a character far fnperior to that of the prieft- 
hood. Wlien they were affemblcd together, the firff 
perfon who found himfclf infpired, arofe, and imparted 
the lights he had received from heaven. Even women 
were often favoured with this gift of fpeech, which they 
called the gift of prophecy ; fometimes many of thefe 
holy brethren fpoke at the fame time ; but much more 
frequently a profound filence prevailed in their affem- 
blics. 

The enthufiafm occafioned both by their meditations 
and difeourfes, ejtcited fiich a degree of fcnfibility in the 
nervous fyllem, that it threw them into convullions, for 
which reafon they were called quakers. To have cured 
thefe people In 'procefs of time of their folly, nothing more 
was requiiite than to turn it into ridicule ; but initead of 
this, perfecution contributed to make it more general. 
While every other new fedi met with encouragement, this 
was expofed to every kind of puniOiment ; impi ilonmeiUs, 
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whippings, pillories, mad houfes, were none of them thought 
too terrible for bigots, whofc only crime was that of want- 
ing to be virtuous and reafonable over much. The con- 
ftancy with which they bore their fuffcrings, at liril ex- 
cited companion, and afterwards admiration, for them. * 
Even Cromwell, who had been one of their moll violent 
enemies, becaufe they ufed to infmuatc themfelves into his 
camps, and diffuade his foldiers from their profefiion, 
gave them public marks of his elleem. His policy exert- 
ed itfelf in endeavouring to draw them into his party, in 
order to conciliate to himfclf a higher degree of rerpe<fl 
and confideration ; but they either eluded his invitations, 
or rejedled them ; and he afterwards confeffed, that this 
was the only religion which was not to be influenced by 
bribery. 

Among the fcveral perfons who call Foundation of 
a temporary lullre on the fed:, the only Fcnnfylvanta by 
one who deferves to be remembered by Penn* 
poilerity, is William Penn. He w^as the 
foil of an admiral, who had been fortunate enough to be 
equally diftinguiflied by Cromwell, and the two Stuarts, 
who held the reins of government after him. This able 
feaman, more fupple and more infinuating than men of his 
profeflion ufually are, had made feveral confiderable ad- 
vances to government in the different expeditions in which 
he had been engaged. The misforttines of the times had 
not admitted of the repayment of thefe loans during his 
life, and as affairs were not in a better fituation at his 
death, it was propofed to his fon, that in Head of money, 
he Ihould accept of an immenfe terntory in America. It 
was a country, which, though lq;ig fince difeovered and 
furrounded by Englilh colonies, had always been neglc6lcd. 
A fpirit of benevolence made him accept with pleafure 
this kind of patrimony, which was ceded to him almoll as 
a fovereignty, and he determined to make it the abode of 
virtue, and the afylum of the unfortunate. With this 
generous defign, towards the end of the year i68i, he fet 
fail for his new polTefiions, which from that time tobk the 
name of Pennfylvania. All the quakers were dcflrous to 
follow him, in order to avoid the perfecution raifed agai'nll 
them by the clergy, on account of their not cqimplying 
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with the tithefi and other ccdcfiaftical fees ; but fi*om pru- 
dential tnotiveS he declined taking over any more than two 
thoufand. 

^ His arrival in the New World was fighalked by an ad: 
of equity, which made his perfon and pfincipleis equally 
beloved* Not thoroughly fatisfied' with tlie right given 
him to hi« extenfive territory, by the graftt he had received 
of->it from tlve Brit ifh mini Ary, he determined to make it 
hia own property by purchamUg it of the natives. The 
price he gave to the f^ivages is not knowo; but though 
fome people accufe them of flupidity for ennfenting to 
]>art with what they never ought; to have alienated upon 
any terms ; yet Penn is not lefs intitled to the glory of 
having given art- example Of moderation and juftice in 
America, which was never thought of before by the Eu- 
ropeans. He rendered himfclf as much as pofTible a legal 
pofTenbr of the territory, and by the ufe he made of it 
fdpplied any deficiency there- might be in the validity 
of his title. I'he" Americans entertained as great an af- 
fedlion for his colony, aS they had conceived an averfiort 
for all tiiofe \vhich had been founded in thtir neighbour- 
hood without their confent. From that time there arofe 
a mutual confidence between the two people, founded 
upon good faith, which nothing has ever been able to 
fhake. 

Penn’s humanity coidd not be confined to the favagCs 
only; it extended itfelf to all thofc wdio were defirous of 
living under his laws. Senfible that the happinefs of the 
j>eople depended up<m the nature of the legiflatioo, he 
founded hia upon thofe two firft principles of public fplen- 
dour and private felicity, liberty, and property. If it were 
allowed to borrow the language of fable, - with refpeft to 
an account that feems to be fabulous, we fliould fay, that 
Aftnea, who had been gone up into heaven for fo lo^g a 
time, was now come down' upon earth again, and that the 
reign of innocence and concord was going to' be revived 
among mankind. The mind of thC wtiter ahd of bis 
reader dwells with pleafure on this part of modern hiftory, 
and feels fome kind of cotnpenfation for the difgult, hor- 
ror, or melancholy, which the whole of it, but pfirtfculailjT' 
the account of the European fettletncnw in America, in* 
fpircs. liicheito wc have only feeS thefe barbariaUsi de* 
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populating the country iK^forc they took pofTeffion of it, 
and laying every thing wAfte before they cultivated it. It 
is" time to obferve the davviiings of reaTon, happinefs, and 
humanity, rifuig from among the ruins of a hemifpherc, 
which ftill recks with thc' biood of all its people, civilized 
as well as ravage. 

The virtuous legidatot* made toleration the l>afis of his 
fociety. He admitted every man who acknowledged a 
God to the rights of a citizen, and made every chriftian; 
eligible to ftate «nploymenl8. But he left everyone at 
liberty to irivoke the {^preme^Being as he thought proper, 
and neither dlablidied at^reigning church in^ Pennfylvania, 
ror exaded contributions for building places of public w'or- 
fhip, nor compelled any perfons to attend thenr. 

Penn, attached to liis name, was defirous that the pro- 
perty of the fettlement which he had formed diould remtiin 
in perpetuity to his family ; but he depiived them of any 
dccifive influence in the public refolations, and ordained, 
that they fliould not exercife any ad of authority without 
the concurrence- of the deputies of the people. All the 
citizens who had an interell in the law, by hating one in 
the objedf of it, were to be eledors, and might be chofen. 
To avoid as much as pofllble every kind- of corruption, it- 
was onlained that the leprefentatives* fhould be* chofen by 
fuffrages privately given* To cltablifh’ a-law, a plurality 
of voices was fuificient ; but a majority of two- thirds was 
neceffary to fettle a tax; Such a tax as this was Certainly' 
more like a free gift than a fubfidy’- demanded by govern- 
ment ; but was it pofllble to grant lefs iridwlgcnces to men 
who were come fo far in fearch of peace ? 

Such was the opinion of that real philofopher Penn, 
Ide gave a thoufand acres to all thofe'who couid‘ afford to 
pay 450 livres [i 81 . 156.3 for them. Every one' who 
Goul(l Jiot, obtained for himfclf,^ his wife, each of his 
children above fixtcen years old, and- each of his fervants, 
fifty acres of land, for the annual quit-rent of one fol ten' 
deniers and a half [about* one penhyj per acre. Fifty’ 
acres wcre alfo given, to every citizen who, when he was of 
age, confented to pay an annual tribute of • two livres five 
fols [is. io|d.] 

To fix thefe^properties for ever, be eftablifked tribunals 
to maintain the laws made for the prefervation of property. 
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But it 18 not prote<fting the property of lands ^to make 
thoCe who are in pofTefiion of them purchafe the decree of 
juftice that fecures them : for in that cafe every individuat 
is obliged to part with fome of his property, in order to 
fecure the reft ; and law, when protradled, exhaufts the 
very treafures it fliould preferve and the property it Ihould 
defend. Left any perfons fhould be found whofe intereft 
it might be to encourage or prolong law-fuits, he forbade, 
under very ftridl penalties, all thofe who were engaged in 
the adminiltration of juftice to receive any falary or gra- 
tuity whatfoever. And further, every dillrift was obliged 
to choofe three arbitrators, whofe bufinefs it was to en- 
deavour to prevent, and accommodate, any difputes that 
might happen, before they were carried into a court of 
juftice. 

This attention to prevent law-fults fprang from (he de- 
fire of preventing crimes. All the laws, that tliey might 
have no vices to punifh, were calculated to put a ftop 
to them even in their very fources, poverty and idlenefs. 
It was enadfed that every child above twelve years old, 
fhould be obliged to learn a profefilon, let his condition 
be what it would. This regulation, at the fame time 
that it fecured the poor man a fubfiftence, furnifhed the 
rich man with a refource againft every reverfe of for- 
tune, preferved the natural equality of mankind, by re- 
calling to every man’s remembrance his original deftina- 
tion, which is that of labour, either of the mind or of 
the body. 

Virtue had never perhaps infpired a legiflation better 
calculated to promote the felicity of mankind. The 
opinions, the fentimerils, and the morals, corrected what- 
ever might be defective in it, and remedied any part of it 
that might be imperfedt. Accordingly, the profperity of 
Ponnfylvania was very rapid. This republic, without ei- 
ther wars, conquefts, ftruggles, or any of thofe revolutions 
which attradl the eyes of the vulgar, foon excited the ad- 
miration of the whole univerfe. Its neighbours, notwiih- 
ftanding their favage ftate, were foftened by the fweetnefs 
of its manners ; and diftant nations, notwithftanding their 
corruption, paid homage to its virtues. All were delighted 
to fee thofe heroic Maya of antiquity realized, which Eu- 
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fopean manners and taws had long taught every one to 
confuler Us entirely fabulous* 

Pennsylvania is defeixled bn the Profperky of 
eaft by the ocean, on the north by New Permfylvania* 
York and New Jerfey, on the fouth by 
Virginia arid Maryland, on the weft by the Indians ; on all 
fides by friends, and within itfelf by the virtue of its in- 
habitants. Its coafts, which are at firft very narrow, ex- 
tend gradually to 120 miles, and the breadth of it, which 
has no other limits than its populatiou and culture, already 
comprehends 145 miles. 

Pennfylvania Proper is divided into eleven counties ; 
Philadelphia, Bucks, Chetter, Lancafter, York, Cumber- 
land, Berks, Northampton, Bedford, Northumberland, and 
Weftmoreland. 

In the fame regio®, the counties of Newcaftle, Kent, and 
SufTex, form a diftin^ government. But are regulated oa 
the fame principles. 

' The fky of the colony is pure and fereire, and the cli- 
mate, naturally very wholefome, has been rendered ftill 
more fo by cultivation ; the waters, equally falubricus and 
clear, always flow upon a bed of rock or fand ; and the 
year is tempered by the regular return of the feafons. 
Winter, which begins in the month of January, lafts till 
the end of March. As it is fcldom accompanied with 
clouds or fogs, the cold is, generally fpeaking, moderate ; 
fomc times, however, fharp enough to freeze the larged 
rivers in a night's time. This change, which is as fhort aa 
it is fudden, is occafioncd by the north-weft winds, which 
blow from the mountains and lakes of Canada. The fpring 
is ulhered in by loft rains, and a gentle heat, which ii)- 
creafes gradually till the end of June. 1 he heats of the 
dog. days would be infupporcable, were it not for the re- 
frelhlng breezes of the fouth-weft wind, which afford almoft 
a conftant relief. 

Though the country be unequal, it is not on tliat ac- 
count lefs fertile. The foil In fome places confifts of a 
yellow and black fand, in others it is gravelly, and lomc- 
times it is a greyilh afh-coJour upon a ftony bottom ; j-en- 
erally fpeaking, it is a rich earth, particularly between the 
rivulets, which, interfc6Ung it in all diredions, contri# 

FoL V. 
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bute more to lEe fertility' of the country than navigable 
rivers Would. ^ 

When the Europeans firft came into the country, they 
found nothing but wood for building, and iron mines. In 
procefa of time, by cutting down the trees, and clearing 
the ground, they covered it with innumerable herds, a 
great variety of fruits, plantations of flax and hemp, many 
Kinds of vegetables, every fort of grain, and eipecially 
wheat and maize, which a happy experience had (hewn to 
be particularly proper to the climate. Cultivation was car- 
ried on in all parts with fuch vigour and fuccefs as excited 
the aftonifhment of all nations. 

From whence could arife this extraordinary profperity ? 
From that civil and religious liberty which has attradled 
the Swedes, Dutch, French, and particularly fome labo- 
rious Germans, into that country. It has been the joint 
work of quakers, a.nabaptifts, members of the church of 
England, mtihodifts, prefbyterians, riforavians, lutherans, 
and catholics. 

Among the numerous fedls which abound in this coun- 
try, a very diftinguifhed one is that of the dumplers. It 
was founded by a German, who, w'eary of the world, re- 
tired to an agreeable folitude wnthin fifty miles of Phila- 
delphia, in order to be more at liberty to give himfelf up 
to contemplation. Cutiofity brought feveral of his coun- 
trymen to vifit his retreat ; and by degrees his pious, fimple, 
and peaceable, manners, induced them to fettle near him ; 
and they all formed a little colony, which they called Eu- 
phrates, in allufion to the Hebrews, who ufed to fing 
pfalms on the borders of that river. 

This little city forms a triangle, the outfides of which 
are bordered with mulberry and apple trees, planted with 
regularity. In the middle of the town is a very large 
orchard ; and between the orchard and thefe ranges of 
trees are houfes, built of wood, three (lories high, v^ere 
every dumpier is left to enjoy the pleafures of his medi- 
tations without difturbancc. Thefe contemplative men do 
not amount to above five hundred In all ; their territory is 
about 250 acres in extent, the boundaries of which arc 
marked by a river, a piece of ftagnated water, and a moun- 
tain covered with trees. 
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The m^n and women live in feparate quarters of the 
city. They never fee each other but at places of worihip, 
nor are there any aflemblies of. any kind but for public 
bufinefs. Their life is fpent in labour, prayer, and deep. 
Twice every day and night they are called forth from their 
cells to attend divine krvice. Like the methodifts and 
quakers, every individual among them has the right of 
j^reaching when he thinks himfelf iiifpircd. The favourite 
fubje<fls on which they difjourfe in their aflemblies, arc hu- 
mility, temperance, chaflity, and the other chriftian virtuce. 
They never violate that day of repofe, which all orders of 
men, whether idle or laborious, much delight in. They 
admit a hell and a paradife, but reje£l the eternity of fu- 
ture punilhments. They abhor the do<flrine of original lin 
as an impious blafphemy,' and in general every tenet that 
is feverc to man appears to tU6m injurious to the divinity. 
As they do not allow merit to any but voluntary works, 
they only adminifler baptifm to the adult. At the fame 
time they think baptifm fo cflcntially neceffary to falvation, 
tiiat they imagine the fouls of chrifliaus in another world 
are employed in converting thofe who have not died under 
the law of the gofpel. 

Still more difinterefled than the quakers, they never 
allow themfelves any law-fuits. One may cheat, rob, and 
abufe them, without ever being expofed to any retaliation, 
or even any complaint from them. Religion has the fame 
efl'etl: on them that philofophy had upon the ftoics ; it 
makes them infenfible to every kind of infult. 

Nothing can be plainer than their drefs. In winter, it 
is a long white gown, from whence there hangs a hood, 
which ferves inflead of a hat, a coarfe fhirt, thick fhoes, 
and very wide breeches. The only difference in fummer is, 
that linen is ufed inflead of woollen. The women are 
drelfed much like the men, except that they have no 
breeches. 

Their common food confifts wholly of vegetables, not 
hecaufe it is unlawful to eat any other, but becaufe that 
kind of abftinence is looked upon as more conformable 
to the fpirit of chriftianity, which has an averfion for 
blood., 

Each individual follows with checrfulnefs the branch of 
bufinefs allotted to him. The produce of all their labours 
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IS depofited in a common dock, in order to fupply the ne- 
ceflkies of every one. This union of induftry has not only 
cftablilhed agriculture, manufa(£lures, and all the arts ne- 
ceffary for the fupport of this little fociety, but hath alfo 
^fupplied, for the purpofea of exchange, fuperiluities pro- 
portioned to the degr^ of its population. 

Though the two fexes live Separate at Euphrates, the 
dumplers do not on that account foolilhly renounce nvatri- 
mony ; but thofe who find themfelves difpofed to it leave 
the city, and form an cftablifiiment in the country, which 
is fupported at the public .expeoce. They repay this by 
the produce of their labours, which is all thrown into the 
public treafury, and their children are fent to be educated 
in the mother country. Without this wife privilege, the* 
dumplers would be no better than monks, and in procefa 
of time would become either favages or libertiues. 

The mod edifying, and at the lame time the mod extra- 
ordinary, circumdance, is the harmony that fubfids between 
ail the fe£\8 eltablilhed in Pennfylvania, nptwithdanding the 
difference of their religious opinions. Though not all of 
the fame church, they all love and cheridi one another as 
children of the fame father. They have always continued 
to live like brethren, becaufe they had the liberty of think- 
ing as men. To this delightful narmony mud be attribut- 
ed more particularly the rapid progrefs of the colony. 

At the beginning of the year 1774, the population of 
this fettlcnicnt amotinted to. three hundred and fifty thou- 
fand inhabitants, according to the calculations of the gen- 
eral congrefs. It mud^ however, be acknowledged, that 
thirty thoufand negroes made part of this numerous popu- 
lation j but truth aHb requires us to fay, that flavery, in 
this province, hath. not been a fource of corruption, as it 
hath always been, and always will be, in focieties that are 
jiot fo well regulated. The ntanners are dill pure, and 
eveu auftere, in Pcnnfylvania. Is this fingular advantage 
ta be aferibed to the climate, the laws, the religion, the 
emulation condantly fubfiding between the different feds, 
or to fome other particular caufe ? Let the reader deter- 
mine this quedion. 

The Pennfylvanians are in general weU made, and their 
women of an agreable figure. As they fooner become 
mothers than in Europe, they fooner ceafe breeding. If 
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the heat of the climate feems on the one hand to haften the 
operations of naturCf its inconltancy weakens them on the 
other. There is no place where the temperature of the 
Iky is more uncertain, for it fometimea chants five or fuc 
times in the fame day.- 

As, however, the£e varieties haje neither any danger- 
ous influence upon animals, nor even upon vegetables, and 
as they do not deftroy the ha'rvefts, there is a conftant 
plenty, and an univerlal appearance of eafy circumfiances.^ 
The economy which is fo particularly attended to in Penn- 
fylvania does not prevent both fexes from being Avell cloth- 
ed ; and their food is ftUl preferable in its kind to their 
clothing. The families whofc circumfiances are the leafl; 
eafy, have all of them bread, meat, cyder, beer, and rum. 
A very great number are able to afford to drink conftantly 
French and Spanilh wines, punch, and even liquors of a 
higher price. The abuie of thefe ftrpug drinlcs is Icfs fre- 
quent than in other places, but is not without exanYpk. 

The pkafing view of this abundance is never difturbed 
by the melau^oly appearance of poverty. There are no 
poor in all Pennfylvania. All ibofe whofe birth or fortune 
liave left them without refources, are fuitaWy provided 
for out of the public tteafury. Tiie fpirit of benevolence 
is carried dill farther, and is extended even to-tbe mod e«- 
gaging hofpkality. A traveller is welcome to Atop in any* 
place, wkhout the apprelienfions of giving the leall uneafy 
fenfation, except that of regret for his departure. 

'The happmefi of the colony is not diilurbed by the op— 
pme^ve burthen of taxes. In 1766, they did not amount 
to more than 280,140 livres [11,672!. los.] Mod of 
them, even thbfe that were defigned to repair the damages* 
of war, were to ceafe in 1772. If the people did not ex- 
perience this alleviation at that period, it was owing to the 
irruptions of the favages, wiuch had occailoned extraordi- 
nary expejices. This trifling inconvenience would not have 
been attended to, if Penn’s family could have teen prevail- 
ed upon to contribute to the publM; expences, in proportion 
to the revenue they obtained from the province : a circum- 
dance required by the inhabitants, and which in equity " 
they ought to have complied with. 

The Penn fylvania ns, happy poflelTors, and peaceable 
tenants, of a country that ufuallv renders them twentv at 
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thirty fold for whatever they lay out upon it, are not re- 
ftrained by fear from the propagation of their fpecies. 
Tliere Is hardly an unmarried perfon to be met with in the 
dbuntry. Marriage is the more happy and the more re- 
verenced for it; the freedom as well as the fandity of it, 
depends upon the cUpice of the parties : they choofe the 
lawyer and the prieft rather as witneffes, than as the meaus 
to cement their engagement. Whenever two lovers meet 
with any oppofition, they go off on horfeback together : 
the man gets behind his miurefs ; and in this fituaiion they 
prefent themfelvca before the magiftrate, where the girl 
declares fhe has run away with her lover, and that they 
are come to be married. So folernn an avowal cannot be 
rejed^ed, nor has any perfon a right to give them any mo- 
leftation. In all other cafes, paternal authority is exceflive. 
The head of a family, whofe affairs are involved, is allow- 
ed to fell his children to his creditors ; a punifhment, one 
fhould imagine, very fufficient to induce an affedionate 
father to attend to his affairs. An adult difeharges, in 
one year’s fervice, a debt of 112 livres lo fols [4I. J38. 
9d.3 ; children under twelve years of age are obliged to 
ferve till they are on e-and- twenty, in order to pay off the 
fame fum. This is an ima^c of the old patriarchal manners 
of the Eaft. 

Though there be fcveral villages, and even fome cities 
in the colony, moft of the inhabitants may be faid to live 
fcparately, as it were, within their families. Every pro- 
prietor of land has his houfe in the midft of a large planta- 
tion, entirely furrounded with quickfet hedges. Of courfe, 
each parifh is near twelve or fifteen leagues in circumfer- 
ence. This diftance of the churches, makes the ceremonies 
of religion have little effeft, and- Hill lefs influence. Child- 
ren arc not baptifed till a few months, and fometimes not 
till a year or two, after their birth. 

All the pomp of religion feems to be referved for the 
lall honours man receives before he is fhut up in the grave 
for ever. As foon as any perfon is dead in the country, 
the nearefl; neighbours have notice given them of the day 
of the burial. Tliefe fpread it in the habitations next to 
theirs ; and vvithfii a few hours the news is thus conveyed 
to a diftance. Every family fenda^U lead one perfon toat- 
tcod the funeral. As they come in, they arc prefented 
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with punch and' cake. When the affembly is complete, 
the corpfe is carried to the burying-groMnd belonging to 
his fea, or if that fhould be at too great a diaance, into 
one of the fields belonging to the family. There is gener- 
ally a train of four or five hundred perfons on horfeback, 
who obferve a continual filence, and have^all the external 
appearance fultable to the melancholy nature of the cere- 
mony. One fingular circumftance is, that the Pennfy!- 
vanians, who are the greateft enemies to parade during 
their lives, feem to forget this chara6ler of modelty at their 
deaths. They are all defirous that the poor remains of 
their fliort lives fhould be attended with a funeral pomp 
proportioned to their rank or fortune. It is a general ob- 
fervation, that plain and viituous people, even thofe that 
are favage and poor, pay great attention to the ordering 
of their funerals. The reafon is, that they look upon thefe 
Jaft honours as duties of the furvivors, and the duties 
themfelves as fo many ditlin<tl proofs of that principle of 
love which is very ftrong in private families while they are 
in a (late neared to that of nature. It is not the dying 
man himfclf who exafts thefe honours ; his parents, his 
wife, his children, voluntarily pay them to the afhes of a 
hufband and father that has deferved to be lamented. 
Thefe ceremonies have always more numerous attendants 
in fmall focieties than in larger ones, bccaufe, though ther^ 
are fewer families upon tl.e whole, the number of isdt- 
viduals there is muen larger, and all the ties tliat connect 
them with each other are much llronger. This kind of 
intimate union has been the reafon why fo many fmall na- 
tions have overcome larger ones ; it drove Xerxes and the 
Perfians out of Greece, and it will fome time or other ex- 
pel the French from Corfica. 

But from whence does Pennfylvania get the articles ne- 
cefrary for her own confumplion, and in what manner does 
fhe contrive to be abundantly furni/hed with them ? With 
tlie fiax and hemp that is produced at home, and the cot- 
ton fhe procures from South America, fhe fabricates a 
great quantity pf ordinary linens ; and with the wool that 
comes from feurope fhe manufadiires many coarfe cloths. 
Whatever her own indudry is not able to furnifh, fhe pur- 
chafes with the produce of her terriioj y. Her fhips carry 
over to the Englilh, French, Dutch, and Danifh, illauvfs, 
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bifcuit, flour, butter, cheefc, tallow, vegetables, fruits, 
fait meat, cyder, beer, and all forts of wood for building. 
The cotton, fugar, coffee, brandy, and money, received 
in exchange, are fo many materials for a frefh commerce 
witli the mother country, and with other European nations, 
as well as with other colonies. The Azores, Madeira, the 
Canaries, Spam, and Portugal, open an advantageous 
market for the corn and wood of Pennfylvania, which they 
purchafe with wine and piaftres. The mother country re- 
ceives from Pennfylvania, iron, flax, leather, furs, liut- 
ieed, mails, and yards, for which it returns thread, fine 
cloths, tea, Iriih and India linens, hardware, and other 
articles of luxury or neceflity. But all thefe branches 
T)f trade have been liitherto prejudicial to the colony, 
though it can neither be cenfured nor commiferated on this 
account. Whatever meafures may be adopted, it is un- 
avoidably ncceifary that rifing ftates Ihonld contrail debts ; 
and the one we are now fpeaking of will remain iu debt as 
long as the clearing of the lands requires greater expences 
than the produce will enaWe it to anfwer. Other colonies, 
which enjoy almoft excluflvely fomc branches of trade, fuch 
as rice, tobacco, and indigo, mull have growp rich very 
rapidly. Pennfylvania, the riches of which are founded 
on agriculture and the increafe of her flocks, will acquire 
them more gradually ; but her profperity will be fixed up- 
on a more firm and permanent bafis. 

If any circumftance can retard the progrcia of the colony, 
it mull be the irregular manner in which the plantations 
are formed. Penn’s family, who are the proprietors of all 
the lands, grant them iudifcriminately in all parts, and m 
as large a proportion as they are required, provided they 
are paid 112 livres 10 fols [4I, 139. cjd*] for each hundred 
acres, and that the purchai'ers agree to give an annual rent 
of zz fols 6 deiiiers [i8s. 4Td-] The confequence of 'this 
is, that the province wants that fort of connedlion which 
is fo neceffary in all ellablifliments, and that tiie fcattered 
inhabitants eafily become the prey of the mofl infignificaut 
enemy that ventures to attack them. 

There are different ways of clearing the lands which arc 
followed in the colony. Sometimes a huntfmau will fettle 
in the midtl of a fared, or quite clofe to it. His neared 
neighbours aflift him in cutting down trees, and placing 



lU TUI!: EAIT AND WlEST INDIES. 369 

hem <w>c above ariether : and this conftitutes a honfe. 
Around this fpot he cukivates, without any aflillance, a 
garden or a field, fufficient to fubfiH himfelf abd his family. 

A few years after the firft labours arc finiihed, fome 
more a<^ive or richer men arrive from the mother country. 
They indemHify the buntfomn for his labour, and agree 
with the proprietors of the provinces for fome lands that 
have not yet been paid for. They build more commodious 
habitations, and clear a greater extent of territory. 

At length fome Germans^ who come into the New 
World from inclination, or are driven into it by pcrfecu- 
tion, complete thefe fettlemcnts that arc as yet unfirrilhed. 
The fir ft and fccond order of planters remove into other 
parte, with a more cofifideraiide ftock for carrying on agri- 
culture than they hhd at firft— 

In 1767, the exports of Penofylvania arhounttd to- 
13,164^39 livres 5 fok 5 deniers [about 548,518!. 
c^d.] ; and they have fince increafed much more confident- 
ably in that colony, than in any other. 

Philad1!lp?ua, or Ciiy of Bro~ P'refiniJ!ctte of 
tfjersy is the centre of this great trade. Philadelphia* 
This famous city is fituated at the con- 
flux of the Dekware and tlie Schuylkill, at the diftance of 
130 miles from the fea. Penn, deftined it for the 

metropolis of a great empre, defigned it to be one mile in 
breadth and two in length between the rivers ; but its po- 
pulation has proved infufficient to cover this extent of 
ground. Hitherto the banks of the Delaware are only 
built upon ; but without giving up the ideas of the legiflat- 
ori or deviating frorii his plan. Thefe precautions are 
highly proper, - Philadelphia • muft become the moft con- 
fiderablc city of America, becaufe the colony muft necef- 
farilf improve greatly, and its produ^ions muft pafs 
through the harbour of the capital before they arrive at 
the fea. 

The ftreets of Philadelphia^ which arc aH regular, arc . 
from fifty to a hundred feet broad. On each fide of them 
there arc foot-paths defended by pofl.^, placed at different 
diftances. 

The houCes, each of which has its garden and orchard, 
are cQmmonly three ftortes high, aad are built of britrk. . 
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.The prefent buildings have received an additional decora- 
tion from a kind of marble of different colours,, which is 
found about a mile out of the town. Of this, tables, chim- 
ney pieces, and other houfehold furniture, are made ; be- 
frdes which, it is become rather a confidcrable article of 
commerce with the greaitft part of America. 

Thefe valuable materials could rrot have been found in 
common in the houfes, unlefs they had been lavifhed in the 
churches. Every fe6l has its own church, and fome of 
them have fevtrai. But there are a number of citizens, 
who have neither churches, priefts, nor any public form of 
worfliip, and who are ftill happy, humane, and virtuous. 

The tewn houfe is a building holden in as much vcncra- 
.tion, though not fo much frequented, as the churches. It 
is conftruSed with the greateft magnificence. There the 
Jegiflatprs of the colony aflemble every jrearj and more fre- 
quently^ if neceflary, to fettle every thing relative to pub- 
lic bufinefs. Thefe men of truft are here fupplied with 
every publication that may give them any information re- 
fpeaing government, trade, and adminiftration. Next to 
the town-houfe is a mofl elegant library, formed in 1732, 
under the care of the learned lir. Franklin, and confiding 
of the bed Englifh, with feveral French and Latin, authors. 
It is only open to the public .on Saturdays. The founders 
have free accefs to it at .all times. Others pay a trifle for 
the loan of the books, and a forfeit if they be not return- 
ed at a dated time. This little fund, which is condantly 
accumulating, is appropriated to the increafe of the librjpiry, 
to which liave been lately added, in order to make it moie 
ijfeful, fome mathematical and philofophical indriunents, 
wdih a very fine cabinet of natural hidory. 

Not far from this there is another monument of the 
fame nature. This conflds of a fine colle< 5 fion of Greek 
anjd cladics, with their mod edeemed commenltttors, 

and of the bed performances that have graced the modern 
languages. Tliis library was bequeathed to the publicj in 
1752, by the learned and generous ^:itizcn Logan, who 
had fpent a long and laborious life in collcdling it. 

The college, which is intended to prepare the mind* for 
the attainment of all tlie fciences, owed its rife, in 1749, 
to the labours of Dr, Franklin, w'hofe name Hands always 
recorded among the great or ufeful things, accompliflud 
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in this country which gave him birth. At firft, it only 
initiated the youth in the belles lettres j but medicine, che- 
miftry, botany, and natural .philpfophy, have been lince 
taught there. Knowledge of every kind, and mailers in 
every fcience, will increafe, in proportion as the lands, 
which are become their patrimony,, (hall yield a greater 
produce. If ever dcfpotifm, fuperftition, or war, (hould 
plunge Europe again into that ftate of barbarifm out of 
which philofophy and the arts have extricated it, the facred 
fire will be kept alive in Philadelphia, and come from thence 
to enlighten the world. 

This city is amply fupplied with every affillance luiinaa 
nature can require, and with all the refources indullry can 
make ufe of. Its quays, the principal of which is two 
hundred feet wide, prefeot a fuit of convenient warehoufes 
and docks ingcnioully contrived for fhip-building. Ships 
of five hundred tons may land there without any difficulty, 
except in times of frofl. There is taken onrboard the 
merchandize which has either been brought by the rivers 
Schuylkill and Delaware,- or carried along better roads 
than arc to be met with in moft parts of Europe. Police 
has made a greater progrefs in this part of the New 
World tban among, the moft ancient nations of the Old, 

It is impoffible to determine precifcly the population of 
Philadelphia, as the bills of mortality arc not kept with 
any exadnefs, and there are fcveral fe(ft8 who do not chrift- 
ea their children. It appears, however, that in 176611 
contained 20,000 inhabitants. As moft of them are em- 
ployed in the fale of the pFodu<ftion8 of the colony, and in 
fupplying it with what they draw from abroad, their for- 
tunes mull ncceifarily be very coufiderable ; and they mud 
increafe ftill further in proportion astlie cultivation advance:; 
in a country where not above one fixth of the land has 
hilherto been cleared. 

Philadelphia, as well as the other cities of Pennfylvania, 
is entirely open. The whole country is equally without 
defence. This is a necelTary confcquciice of the principles 
of the quakeis. . Thefe fe^flarics cannot be too much fa- 
voured, on account of their modefty, probity, love of la- 
bour, and benevolence. One might, perhaps, be tempt- 
ed to accufc their legiflation of imprudence and temerity. 

It may, perhaps, be faid, that when the founders of 
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the colouy e^bablifh^d that mil ftcuriry which jwote^lsonc 
citizen frotn another, they flioald allb have eft^hfhed that 
political fecurity, -which prou^ls one ilate from the en* 
croachments of another. The authority which hath been 
exerted to mamtain peace and good order at home, fecita 
to liave dorte nothing, if it haa not prevented rnvahon from 
abroad. pretend that the colony would never have 

rnemies, was to fuppofe the world peopled with qaakers* 
It was encouraging the ftrong to fell upon the weak, leav- 
ing the larab to the mercy of the wolf, and febmitting the 
v^hole country to the oppreflive yoke of the firft tyrant 
tvho ihould think proper to fubdue it. 

But OQ the other hand, how ihall we reconcile the 
nefs of the gofptl maxitrvs, by which the quakers are liter- 
ally governed, with tiiofe military preparations, either ofe 
feniivc or defenfive, which mamtahi a continual date of 
war between all chrilfian nations ? Befides, what could the 
enemy do if they were to enter Pcnnfylvania fword in 
liand ? Unlefs they maffacred, in the ipacc of a night or a 
day’s time, all tire inhabitants of that fortunate region, 
they would not be able totally to extirpate the race of 
ihofe mild and charitable men. Violence has its bounda- 
ries in its very excefs j it is confumed and extinguifhed, 
as the lire in the alhes that feed it. , But virtue when 
guided by humanity aud by the fpirit of benevolence, ia 
revived as the tree under the edge of the pruning knife. 
The wicked (land in need of numbers to execute their fan- 
guinary projefls. But the quaker, who is a good man, 
wants only a brother from whom he may receive, or to 
whom he may give, aflidance. Let then the warlike na- 
tions, let people who are either flaves or tyrants, go into 
Tennfylvania ; there they will find all avenues open to them, 
all property at their difpofel ; not a fingle foldier, but 
numbers of merdiants and farmers. But if thefc inhabit- 
ants be tormented, redrained, or opprelfed, they will fiy, 
and leave their lands uncultivated, their manufaidures de- 
llroyed, and their warehoufes empty. They will cultivate, 
and Iprcad population in, fomc new land ; they will go 
round the world rather than turn their arms againd their 
purfuers, or fubmit to bear their yoke. Their enemies will 
have only ^ined the hatred of mankind, and the execra- 
tion of podcrity. 
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May I not be det^ived in what I hate advanced ; aiid 
may i not have nviftaken the wifhes of my heart for a de- 
cree of truth ! I am dilireiTed even at the bare fufpicion. 
Fortunate and wife country t art thou then otie day to ex- 
perience the fatal deftiny of other countries ? -art thou to 
be ravilhed and fnbdued a6 they have been ? Fat be it from 
me to entertain a preface that might tend to invalidate, in 
my mind, the moft comfortable of aH ideas; that there ex- 
ills a providence who watches over the prefervation of the 
good ! Nor let the numerous events which feem to depofe 
tile contrary have any influence over me ! 

It is upon this profpe^l that the Fennfylvanians have 
founded their opinion of their future fecavity. Behdes, as 
they do not perceive that the moft warlike ftates are the 
molt permanent ; that miftruft, which is ever upon its 
guard, makes men reft with greater tranquillity, or that 
there can be any fatisfa^ion in the pofTelBon of any thing 
that is kept with fuch appreheofions ; they enjoy the pre- 
fent moment without any concern for the future. The 
people of Maryland are of a dilforent opinion, 

Charles the Firft, far from having Origin cf Mary ^ 
any averhon for the Catholics, as his pre- land. Nature of 
deceffors, had fome reafon to protedl its government* 
them, from the 2eal which, in hopes of 
being tolerated, they had fhewn for his intereft. But 
when the accufation of being favourable to popery had ali- 
enated the minds of the people from that weak prince, 
whofe chief aim was to eftablilh a dcfpotic government, he 
was obliged to gwe the catholics up to the rigour of the 
laws enabled againft them by Henry the Eighth, Thcfe 
circumftances induced Lord Baltimore to feek an afylum 
in Virginia, where he might be indulged in a liberty of 
coiffcience. As he found there no toleration for an cxclu- 
live fyftem of faith, which wasitfelf incolerant, Ive formed 
the defign of a new fettlemcnt in that uninhabited part of 
the country which lay between the river of Potowmack and 
Pennfylvania. His death, which happened foon ‘ after he 
had obtained powers from the crown for peopling this land, 
put a ftop to the projeft for that time ; but it was refum- 
ed, from fome religious motives, by his fon. This young 
nobleman left England in the year 1633, with two htm- 
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tired Roman catholics, moft of them of good families. 
The education they had received, the caufe of religion for 
which they had left their country, and the fortune which 
their leader promifed them, prevented thofe diiiurbances 
which arc but too common in infant fettlemcnts. The 
neighbouring favages, won by mildnefs and a<E^8 of bene- 
ficrc, ecoacurred with cageruefs to affift the new colonills 
in forming their fettlemcnt. With this unexpe( 5 led help, 
th^fe fortunate perfons, attached to each other by the fame 
principles of religion, and direiSted by the prudent coun- 
cils of their chief, applied thcmfelvcs unanimoufly to every 
kind of ufefui labour ; the view of the peace and happinefs 
they enjoyed, invited among them a number of men who 
were either perfecuted for the fame religion, or for different 
opinions. The catholics of Maryland gave up at length 
the intolerant principles, of which they themfclves had 
been the vidima, after having firft fet the example of them,^ 
and opened the doors of their colony to all feds, of what 
religious principles foever. They all enjoyed the rights of 
a city in the fame extent ; and the government was model* 
led upon that of the mother country. 

Thefe wife precautions, however, did not fecure Balti- 
more, at the time of the fubverlion of the monarchy, from 
lofing all the conceflions he had obtained. Deprived of 
his polfelTions by Cromwell, he was refVored to them by 
Charles II jiafter which they were again difputed with him. 
Though he was perfedly clear from any reproach of mal- 
adminiftration 4 and though he was extremely zealous for 
the tramontane dodrines, and much attached to the in- 
tereils of the Stuarts ; yet he had th^ mortification of 
hnding the legality of his charter attacked under the arbi- 
trary reign of James II, and of being obliged to maintain 
an adion at law for the jurifdidion of a province which had- 
been ceded to him by the crown, and which he himfelf kad 
formed at liis own expcncc. This prince, whofe misfor- 
tune it had always been not to diflingqifh his friends from 
his foes, and who had alfo the ridiculous pride to think 
that regal authority wasTufficient to juftify every ad of 
violence, was preparing a fecond time to deprive Baltimore 
of what had been given him by the two kings, his father 
and brother, when he was liimldf removed from the throne 
which he was fo uuflt to fill. The fucccflbr of this w^eak. 
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.defpotic prince terminated this conteft, which had arifen 
before his acceffion to the crown, in a manner worthy of 
his political charader : he left the Baltimores in poiTeflion 

,of their revenues, but deprived them of their authority. 
When this family, who were more regardlefs of the preju- 
dices of religion, became members of the church of Eng- 
land, they were reinftated in the hereditary government of 
Maryland j they began again to conduct the colony, af- 
fixed by a council, and two deputies, chofcn by each 
diftridt. 

Fortunately for itfelf, Maryland Events which 
hath been lefs fruitful in events than any have happened 
other fettlement formed in the northern at Maryland. 
continent. There are only two fa<^ls 
worthy of being recorded in its hiftory. 

Berkley, extravagantly zealous for the church of Eng- 
land, expelled from Virginia thofc among its inhabitants 
who did not profefs this mode of worfhip ; and they were 
obliged to feek an afylum in the province we are now fpeak- 
ing of. The Virginians were highly incenfed at the fa* 
vourable reception which thefe people met with ; and in 
the firft rage of an unjuft refentment, they perfuaded the 
favages th4t their new neighbours were Spaniards. This 
odious name entirely changed the fentiments of the Indians; 
and, without deliberation, they ravaged the grounds which 
they nad affifted in clearing ; and maflacred, irithout mer- 
cy thofe very men whom they had juft received in a bro- 
therly manner. It reej^red a great deal of time, and pa- 
tience, and many facrifices, before thefe prejudiced minds 
could be convinced of their miftake. 

Baltimore, attending more to his reafon than to the pre- 
judices of education^ granted an equal fhare in the govern- 
rlTent to every different profeffor of chriftianity. The ca- 
tholics were excluded from it, at the memorable period 
when this nobleman was deprived of his authority. The 
BrltiHi miniftry either dould not, or would not, put a ftop 
to this of fanaticifm. It exerted its influence only in 
preventing the founders of the colony from being driven 
out of it, and the penal laws, which were not even at- 
tended to in England, from being inforced. 
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JPre/entJaie of Th& province i« very well watered. A 
Maryland, lis ji amber of fprwigs are foood in it, and it 
cultures* is iaterfe<^ed by five navigabk rivers. 

The air, which is much too damp upon 
the coafls, becomes purcy light, and thin, in propor- 
tion as the foil becomes more elevated. Spring and autumn 
are mofl agreeably temperate ; but in the winter there arc 
fome exceedingly cold days ; aud in Aimmcr, feme in which 
the heat is very troublefome. JThe circumftance, however, 
which is the leaft fupportable in this country, is the great- 
quantity of difgufting infedts that are found there. 

Maryland is one of the fmalleft provinces of North 
America ; and accordingly, grants have been made of al- 
raoft all the territory,, both in the plains and upon the 
mountains. They remained for a long time either fallow, 
or very ill cultivated ; but" the labours have iocreafed, fince 
the population, according to the calculation of cougrefs, 
hath amounted to three htmdred aad twenty thoufand in-- 
habitants. 

Several of theCe arc catholics^ ai^ a great many more 
are Germans. Their manners have more mildnefs than 
energy ; and this may arife from the women not being 
eluded from fociety, as in moil of the^ other parts of the 
continent. The men who are free, and not very ridi, who 
are fettled upon the high grounds, and who originally bred 
no flocks, cut no wood, and cultivated no corn, but for 
the ufc of the colony, have gradually furnifhed a" great 
quantity of thefe articles to the Weft- Indies. The prof- 
perky, however, of the coIoTiy, kjpiih been more particu- 
larly owing to the Haves empfloyed at a greater or Jefs diw' 
fiance from the fca, in the plantations of tobacco^ 

This is a Hiarp 'Cauftic plant y formerly much ufed,' as it 
flill is^ fometimes in medicine, which, if taken inwardly, 
in fubftance, is a real poifon, more or lefs ad.iv€, accordh/g 
to the dofe. It is chewed, fmok^ in the Waves, and is ia 
more general ufe a6 fmaff, 

Jt was difeovered in the year 1520, near Tab0fco,-io 
the gulf of Mexico, from whence it was carried to the 
neighbouring iflands. It wa§ foon after introduced iti our 
climates, where the ufe of it became a matter of difpuite 
among the learned, which even the ig^nmt took a part 
in ) and thus tobacco acquired celebrity. By degrees 
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fafhion atul cuftom hav^ greatly extctidcid ite confumftkMi 
in all parts of the knowp world. 

The llem of this plant is ftraight, hairy, and vifcoug.- 
It is three or four feet high. Its leaves, equally downy, 
and difpofed alternately on the ftem, are thick, pulpy, of 
a pale green, broad, oval, terminating in a point, and 
much larger at the foot than at the fumrait of the plant. 
This fummit branches out into clufters of flowers of a light 
purple hue. Their tubular calix, which hath five indent- 
ations, inclofcs a corolla ^ lengthened out in form of a fun- 
nel, fpread out at the top^ divided into five parts, and 
furniflied with as nFiany ftamina. The piftil, concealed at 
the bottom of the flower, and terminated by a Angle ftyle, 
becomes, as k ripens, a capfula^ with two cavities filled 
with fmall feeds. 

Tobacco requires a moderately binding foil, but rich, 
even, deep, and rwt too much expofed to inimdations. A 
virgin, foil is very proper Ibr this plant, which abforbe ft 
great deal of moifture. 

The feeds of the tobacco. are fow« upon bode. When 
it is groww to the height of two inches, and hath got at 
leak half a doecn leaves, it is gently puUed «p^in damp 
weather, aod tjranfpJaoted, with great care, into a well- 
prepared foil, wlicre the plants arc placed at the diftance of 
three feet from each other. When they arc put into the 
ground wkh thefe precaotioBa, their leaves do not fizffer 
the kail injury ; and aH their vigour is reaewed in fotir-and- 
twenty hours. 

The cuidvatkm of tobacco requires continual attention. 
The weeds which grow round it mull be plucked up ; tike 
top of it muft be cut off, when it is two feet and a half 
from the ground, to prevent it from growing too high ; it 
muft be ftripped of all fproutiHg fuckers ; the leaves whidi 
gr<?w too. near the bottom of the ftem, thofe that are in 
the leaft inclined to decay, and thofe which the infedts 
have touched, muft all be taken off, and their number to- 
duced to eight or ton at mott. One iadaftrious mau is able 
to take caie of two tboui'and fix hundred plants, whidi 
ought to yield one thoufand weight of tobacco. 

Tlie plant is kft about four months in the ground. As 
it advances to maturity, the pkafaht and livdy green co- 
lour of its leaves is changed into a darker hue ; the leaves 
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Rre alfo curved, the fcent of them grows ftronger, and ex- 
tends to a diftance. The plant is then ripe, and mud be 
cut up. 

The plants, when co Hedged, are laid in heaps upon the 
ground that produced them, where they are left to exude 
only for one night. The next day they are laid in warc- 
houfes, conftruded in fuch a manner that the air may have 
free accefs to them on all fides. Here they are left fepa- 
rately fufpended as long a time as is neceflary to dry them 
properly. They are then fpread upon hurdles, and well 
covered over, where they ferment for a week or two. At 
lad they are dripped of their leaves, which are either put 
into barrels, or made up into rolls. The other methods of 
preparing the plant, which vary according to the different 
tades of the feveral nations that ufe it, have nothing to do 
with its cultivation. 

The inhabitants of the Ead-Indies, and of Africa, cul- 
tivate tobacco only for their own ufe. They neither fell 
nor purchafe any. 

Salonica is the great mart for tobacco in the Levant. 
Syria, the Morea, or the Peloponncfus, and Egypt, fend 
there all their fuperfluous quantity. From this port it 
is fent to Italy, where it is fmoked, after it hath been 
mixed with the tobacco of Dalmatia and Croatia, to foften 
its caudic quality. 

The tobacco of thefe two laft provinces is of a very ex- 
cellent kind ; but it is fo drong, that it cannot be ufed till 
mixed with a milder fort. 

The tobacco of Hungary would be tolerably good, if 
it had not generally a fmell of fmoke which is very dif- 
guding. 

The Ukraine, Livonia, Pruflia^ and Pomerania, cultivate 
a tolerably large quantity of this produdion. Its leaves 
are wider than they are long, are very thin, and have nei- 
ther flavour nor confidence. In order to improve it, the 
court of Ruffia hath caufed fome tobacco feeds, brought 
from Virginia and from Hamersfort, to be fown in their 
colonies of Sarratow, upon the Volga; but this experi- 
ment bath been attended with little or no fuccefs. 

‘ The tobacco of the Palatinate is very indifferent ; but 
it hath the property of mixing with a better kind, and of 
acquiring its flavour. 
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Holland alfo furnlrtica tobacco. That which is prodi(- 
ced in the province of Utrecht, from Hamersfort, and from 
four or five neighbouring diilrids, is of a fuperlor quality. 
Its leaves are large, fupple, oily, and of a good quality. 
It hath the uncommon advantage of communicating its de- 
licious perfume to tobacco of an inferior quality. There 
is a great deal of this latter fort upon the territories of the 
republic ; but the fpecies which grows in Guclderland is 
the word of any. 

Tobacco was formerly cultivated in France, and with 
more fuccefs than anywhere elfe, near Pont de I’ Arche in 
Normandy, at Verton in Picardy, and at Montaban, Ton- 
neins, and Cleral, in Guyenne. It was prohibited in 1721, 
except upon feme frontier towns, whofe original terms of 
capitulation it was not thought proper to infringe. Hai- 
nault, Artois, and Franche Compl^, profited very little 
from a liberty which the nature of their foil did not allow 
them to make ufe of. It has been more ufeful to Flanders 
and Alface ; for their tobaccos, though very weak, may 
be mixed, without inconvenience, with others of a fuperior 
kind. 

In the beginning, the iflands of the New World attended 
to the culture of tobacco ; but it was fucceflively fucceeded 
by richer produdiions in them all, except at Cuba, which 
fupplies all the fnulF confumed by the Spaniards of both 
hcmifphercs. Its perfume is exquifite, but too Itrong. The 
fame crown derives from Caraccas the tobacco v^mich is 
fmoked by its fubjedls in Europe. It is likewife ufed in 
the north, and in Holland, becaufc there is none to be found 
anywhere to be compared with it, for this purpofe. 

The Brazils cultivated this production very early, and 
have not fince difdained it. They have been encouraged in 
this purfuit, by the conftant repute which their tobacco hath 
enjoyed upon the weftern coafts of Africa. Even in our 
climates, it is in tolerable requeft among perfons who fmoke. 
It could not be taken in fnuff, on account of its acrimony, 
without the preparations which it undergoes. Thefe pre- 
parations confift in foaking every leaf in a decodlion of to- 
bacco, and of gum copal. Thefe leaves, thus deeped, are 
formed into rolls, and wrapped up in the fkin of an ox, 
which keeps up their moifture. 
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But die bed tobaccos upon the face of the earth grov\r 
in the north of America ; and rn that part of the New 
World, the tobacco gathered at Maryland is of the fecond 
fort. This plant has not, however, an equal degree of per. 
fedlion throughout the whole extent of the colonies. That 
of the growth of Cheflcr and of Chouptan, refembles the- 
Virginia tobacco in quality, and is confumed in France. 
That ivhich grows in Patapfifeo and Potuxant, which is 
very fit for fmoking, is confumed in the north, and in 
Holland. Upon the northern Aiores of the Potowmack, 
the tobacco is excellent in the higher parts, and of moderate- 
quality in the lower ones. 

Saint Mary, formerly the capital of the ilate, is of op* 
cenfequence at prefent ; and Annapolis, which now enjoys 
this prerogative, is fcarce more eonfiderable. It is at Bal- 
timore that almoii all the bufinefs is tranfaj 9 :ed, the har- 
bour of which can receive rtiips that draw feventeen feet of 
water. Tliefe three towns, the only ones which are in the 
colony, arc htuated upon the bay of Chefapeak, which- 
runs two hundred and fifty miles up the country, and the 
mean breadth of which is twelve miles. There are two 
capes at its entrance ; and in the middle k a faad bank. 
The channel which is near Cape Charles can admit rione 
but very fmall veflcls, while that wlach runs along-fide 
Cape Henry admits tlie larged diips at any feafon of the 
year. 

fVkat Maryland Few of the lands between the Apa- 
may become, lachian mountains and the fea arc fo 

good ai thofc of Maryland. Tbefe 
however, are in general too light, fandy, and (hallow, to 
reward the planter for his-labour and expences, in as fhort 
a time as in our climates. Fertility, which alw’ays attends 
the fir ft clearing of the foil, is rapidly followed by an ex- 
traordinary decreafe in the quantity and quality of the 
corn. The foil is dill fooner exhaufted by the culture of 
tobacco. This leaf lofes much of its ftrength, whenever 
the fame fpot hath yielded, without intermillion, a few 
crops of tobacco. For this reafon, infpetStors were creat- 
ed in 1733, were empowered to caufe all the tobacco 
t-o be burnt which had not the proper flavour. This was 
a prudent inllitution ^ but it feems to foretel, that the 
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molt important produAion of the province mull one day 
be gi^en up, or that it will infenfibly be reduced to very 
liitle. 

Then, or perhaps before, the iron mines, which are in 
great abundance in the colony-, will be worked. This is 
a fourcc of profperity which hath not hitherto been carried 
beyond the ufe of feventeen or eighteen forges. ^ great- 
er degree of liberty, and new wants, will communicate 
more urength and more a6livity to the colonies. 

Other manufadlares will alfo undoubtedly arife. Mary- 
land had never any of any kind. It received from Great 
Britain all the articles it wanted for the moft ordinary prar- 
.pofe^ of life. Tin's was one of the reafons which occafion. 
ed its being burthened with debts. Mr. Stirenwith hath 
at length erfahlifhed manufadurea for ftockings, for filk, 
woollen, and cotton, {luffs, and for all kinds of hardware, 
even fire-arms. Thefe branches of induftry, at prefent 
united in onjimanufaifoure, at a confidcrable expence, and 
with extraorainary fagacity, will be more or lefs rapidly 
difperfed throughout the province ; and, croffing the Po- 
towmack, will be likewifc,adoptcd at Virginia. 

This other colony, with the fame In what manner 
kind of foil and of climate as Maryland, Vir^ima was 
hath a few advantages over the latter, ejlahiyhedy qnd 
Its extent is much more confiderable. Its by whom, 
rivers can admit larger fhips, and allow 
them a longer navigation. Its inhabitants have a more 
elevated turn of mind, have more rcfolution, and arc more 
enterprifing ; this may be attributed to their being gener- 
ally of Englifti extra(^uon. 

Virginia was, about two centuries ago, the only coun- 
try which England intended to occupy on the Conti- 
nei 4 t of North America. ^Tliis name doth not at pre- 
fent belong to any thing more than the fpace which I's 
bounded by Maryland on one fide, and by Carolina on 
The othen 

The Englilh landed upon, thefe favage fliores m i6o6, 
and their foft fcttlement was Jameftowru Unfortunate- 
ly, the objec^l that fir ft prefented itfelf to them was a ri- 
vulet, w’hich, iffuing from a fand-bank, carried along with 
It a quantity of talc, which glittered at the bottom of a 
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clear and running water. In an age when gold and diver 
were the only objeifla of men’s refcarchcs, this defpicable 
fubftance was immediately taken for diver. Tke drft and 
only employment of the new colonifts was to colledt it ; 
and the illudon was carried fo far, that two (hips,, which 
arrived there with neceffaries, were fent home fo fully 
freighted with thefe imaginary riches, that there fcarce 
remained any room for a few furs. As long as this in- , 
fatuation laded, the colonifts difdained to employ them- 
felvcs in clearing the lands ; fo that a dreadful famine 
was at length the confequence of this foolifti pride. Sixty 
men only remained alive out of dve hundred who had^ 
been fent from Europe. Thefe unfortunate few, having 
only a fortnight’s providon left, w^re upon the point of 
embarking for Newfoundland, when Lord Delaware ar- 
rived there with three (hips, a frefti colony, and 1 applies 
of all kinds. 

Hiftory has deferibed this nobleman to us as a man 
whofe genius raifed him above the common prejudices of. 
the times. His didntereftednefs was equal to his know- 
ledge. In accepting the government of the colonyj which 
was ftill in its infancy, he had no motive but to gratify the 
inclination a virtuous mind has to do good, and to fecure 
the efteem of ppfterity, which is the fecond reward of tliat 
generodty that devotes itfelf totally to the fervice of the 
public. As foon as he appeared, the knowledge of his 
character procured him univerfal refpedl. He drft endea- 
voured to reconcile the wretched colonifts to their fatal 
country, to comfort them in their fufferings, and to make 
them hope for a fpeedy conclufion of them. After this, 
joining the firmnels of an enlightened magiftrate to the 
tendernefs of a good father, he taught them how to dirc6f 
their labours to an ufeful end. Unfortunately for the re-, 
viving colony, Delaware’s declining health foon obliged 
him to return to Europe ; but he never loft fight of bis 
favourite colonifts, nor ever failed to make ufe of all his 
credit and intereft at court to fupport them. 

The colony, however, made but little progrefs ; a clr- 
cumftance that was attributed to the opprefTion of exc^u- 
five privileges. The company which exercifed them w as 
diflblved upon Charles the Firft’s acceflion to the throre. 
Before that period, all the authority had been entirely in 
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the hands of the monopoly. Virginia then came under 
the immediate dirediion of the crown, which exaftcd no 
more than a rent of two Uvrcs five fols [is. loid.] upon, 
every hundred acres that were cultivated. 

Till this tinie the colonifts had known no true enjoyment 
of property. Every individual wandered where chance 
direfted him, or fixed himfelf in the place he liked heft, 
without confulting any titles or agreements. At length 
boundaries were afeertained ; and thofe who bad been fo 
long wanderers, now become citizens, had determined 
limits to their plantations. The eftabliihment of this firft ’ 
law of fociety changed the appearance of every thing. 
Frefh plantations arofe on all fides. This a<3:ivity drew 
great numbers of enterprifing men over to Virginia, who 
came either in fearch of fortune, or of liberty, which is the 
only compenfation for the want of it. The memorable 
troubles that produced a change in the conftitution of 
England, added to thefe a multitude of royalifls, who went 
there with a refolution to wait, with Berkley, the governor 
of the colony, who was alfo attached to King Charles, the 
fate of that deferted monarch. Berkley ftiu continued to 
prote<fl them, even after the king’s death ; but fome of the 
inhabitants, either brought over or bribed, and fupported 
by the appearance of a powerful fleet, delivered up the colo- 
ny to the protestor. If the governor was compelled to fol- 
low the llream againft: his will, he was, at Icaft, among thofe 
whom Charles had honoured with polls of confidence and 
rank, the laft who fubmitted to Cromwell, and the firfl who 
fhook off his yoke. This brave man was finking under 
the oppreflion of the times, when the voice of the people 
recalled him to the place which his fucceflor’s death had 
left vacant \ but far froni yielding to thefe flattering foli- 
citations, he declared that be never would ferve .any but 
the legitimate heir of the dethroned monarch. Such an 
example of magnanimity, at a time when there were no 
hopes of the refloration of the royal family, made fuchan 
imprefiion upon the minds of the people, that Charles the 
Second was proclaimed in Virginia befpre he had been 
proclaimed in England. 
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f^ptfity nf •», from fo onerous a |tep^ aH ^be bAtfit 
^V*rgii^. that might have been ex^fledi ’We 

- mw monarch, either from vreikri^fa or 

corruption, granted to rapacious Courtiers idtmetife terri- 
tories, which abforbtd the poffefliona of a great iium>ber 
of obCcure citizenSv The a£^ of navigation, fuggefted by 
the protedW for the pttrpofe of feowing to thie mother 
country the fopplying of aU their Settlements in the New 
World with proTifwns, and the excludve trade of aft their 
pcodudiiona, vras obferved with fuch rigour, as to double 
the value of the articles to 'be purchafed by Vir- 
mnia, and leflen dill more the value ^ What they had to 
jTciL This double opprefiic^n exhaofted all the rcfources, 
and dispelled aft the hopes, of the colony ; and to complete 
its misfortunes, the Savages attacked it wjt|h a degree of 
Spirit and (kill wluch they had not manifefted in any of the 
pccccdiog v«aK8. ^ ^ 

Scarce had the EngUfh lai^ded in theSc unknown re- 
gions,^ than they h?rd diSpoScd the natives againft them by 
the diflKihefty thpy bad pradti^ed^ip ?hefr eifch^ngcs. This 
Source of diSoord might h|ffe beein put a flop to, hafd'^the 
Engliih eonferHed to take Indian wives, as thet vvefc 
Solicited to do» But alth^ugli, tltijy };ia 4 not jet any/Eu- 
fopcan women vdth them^ tl^:y rej€ded| this cbbjiedion 
with difdaitt. This contempt oKaSperated ’ the Americans, 
’idready alienatcx^ by tbeir wan^ of faith ; and they be^came 
irreconcilable enemies. Tfe^ir hatred was marniSefted by 
Secre| ai^dinationsji and by pubbe hoftilicies, ana m 1622, 
by a, conspiracy, .m whifb tbr.ee h?ipdfed and thirty-four 
people loft their lives* and ;jrhlc^,wq^d even have^deftroy- 
ed the whole colonyj had not tjie .^pmmahdci^ been appris- 
ed of the danger a few ftoup Before t^c'tirffe appointed for 
a. general manacre. ^ 

Since this afl of ti^i^hery, many atrocious ones ‘have 
been committed on both Tides. Truces between the two 
nations were unfrequent, and ill obferved. The rapture 
was uSually begun by the Englilh. The lefs profit they 
diew from their plantations, tfic more artifice andt 
did they employ to deprive the Savages of their fora. 
This infatiable avidity, which indiscriminately Seized upon 
all the inhabitants, whether Settled or waiideripg, in the 
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neighbourhood of the colony, made the AmericaiSB •gain 
take up arms towards the end of the year 1675. . *“cy‘ 
all, by agreement, fell upon the fettlements 'imprudently, 
difperfed, and at too great a diftance to afford each other 
any affiftance. 

Such a complication of misfortunes drove the Virginians 
to defpair, Berkley, who had fo long been their idol, 
was acoufed of wanting fortitude to rcSt the opprefhons 
of the mother country, and aftivity to repel the irruptions 
of the ravages. The eyes of all were immediately fixed 
upon Bacon, a young officer, full of vivacity, cloqucncct 
and intrepidity, of an infinuating difpofition, and an agree- 
able pcrkin. They chofe him for their general, in an 
irregular and tumultuous manner. Though his military 
fucceffes might have juftified this prepofleffion of the licen- 
tious multitude, yet this circumftance did not prevent the 
governor, who, with his remaining partifans, had retired 
on the borders of the Potowmack, from declaring Bacon 
a traitor to his country. A fcntcnce fo fevere, and which 
was ill-timed, determined Bacon to affiimc a power by 
force, which he had excrcifcd peaceably, and without 
oppofition, for fix months. Death put an end to all his 
projefts. The malcontents, difunited by the lofs of their 
chief, and intimidated by the troops which were coming 
from Europe, were induced to fuc for pardon, \vhich was 
readily granted them. The rebellion, therefore, was at- 
tended with no bad confequencet, and mercy infured 
fubmiffion. 

TranqufiJity was ao fooncr rcflorcd, than meant were 
thought of to reconcile the Indians, with whom all in- 
tcrcourfc had for fomc time been at an end. The conw 
munications were opened again in the year 1678, by the 
general afiembiy ; but it was Alpulatcd, that the ex- 
chan^s fhoiild be made in no other markets, except fuch 
as weie fettled by thcmfelvcs. Tbit innovation dilpleafcd 
the favages ; and nutters foon returned to their former 
courfe. 

The raifing of the value of tobacco was a flill more im- 
portant ob^elt, as tly$ wtis the moft confidcrable, and 
^moil the only, j^odudlion of the colony. It was thought 
that nothing wqold contribute more effcdually to rail? it 
from the date of degradation into which it had fallen, than 

ro/, r. R 
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to rcfufcfc Hie tobaccos whick were brought td Virginia 
from Maryland and from Carolina, And to fend them to 
£urobe. If the Icgiflators had been better informed, they 
would have underftood, that this ftaple muft ncccflarily, 
fooner or later, draw into their own hands the freight of 
this commodity, and would make them the arbiters of 
its price. By fending it away from their ports, through 
an ill-judged motive of avarice, th<;y drew Upon them-* 
felves, in all the markets, competitors, who convinced 
them, by dear-bought eisperience, of the error of their 
principlei*^ . 

Thefe arrangements were foarcely made, before there 
arrived. a new governor to the colony, in the fpring of 
1679. This was Lord Colcpcppcr. The troubles with 
which this fettlement Itad been fo recently agitated en- 
couraged liim to propofc a law, which Ihould condemn to 
one year’s imprifonoient, or to a fine of 11,250 livres 
[468I. ijs.] all thoCe citizens who ftiould fpeak or write 
any thing againft their governor; and to three months 
imprifonment, or to a fine of 2,2^0 livres [93!. ijs.] thofe 
who fhould fpeak or write againft the members of the 
council, or againft any othef jnagiftrate. 

Was this governor apprehenfive then, that the faults 
of adminiftr^nion, and the dilhoncfty of its adminiftrators, 
ihoiild be fufpe<fle4 • lu what part of the world would not 
the fame confequenecs be drawn from the impofing of 
IHenoe ? Is it praife pr cenfure that is feared, when the 
command for filence is iffued*? Thefe prohibitions calum- 
niate the government, if it be good, becaufe they lend to 
perfuack that it is not fo. But what meafures can be 
adopted to iuforce tbc obfervauce of thefe prohibitions ? 
Can we be ignoiant, that it is the nature of man to attempt 
thofe aflioiis, which, by becoming dangcfous, have a fenfe 
of glory attached to them ? To opprefs a man, and toj^rc- 
vent him fiorn noujr*3uung and complaining, is an atrocious 
aH of violeiicc againft v'hich he never fails to revolt. But 
tUc govcri'mciit diico\^i thofe who are rebellious 
tu' it <n ^"r(^er= ? This cun only be done by Ipits, by in- 
I i, aiid by ah v'hn b c^rtaiuly 

ihv»;.c t: . cru-. i tunl nrjo imong 

fL<nn vfo'yi/. V. i>l ^ f i di ;uoft Li"4rlt 

a# o tbe tnof nv n, who w'ui ne\er okni i-hen' 
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thiy arc pet fuaded that it is their duty to fpeak o\it. They 
will certainly bid defiance to menaces, or will know hqw 
to dude them. If they (hould adopt the fidl of thefe 
folutions, will government dare to imprifon them ? and if 
it fhould, would they not foon fnrd perfonS to avenge ther»l 
If it fhould not, they would fall into contempt. If thef<S 
men had been allowed to explain themfelves with franknefs, 
they would have blended dignity and moderation in their 
remonftranccs. Conftraint, and the danger of punifhment# 
will transform thefe remonftiances into violent, bitter, and 
feditious, libels ; and it is the tyranny of government that 
will have rendered them guilty. Sovereigns, or you who 
are depofitaries of their authority, if your adminiftration 
be a good one, deliver it up to all the feverity of ^our ex- 
amination 5 it can only infure our refped and fuhmilfion. 
If it be a bad one, corre^ it, or defend it by force. If 
you be a fet of abominable tyrants, have at leaf! the cou- 
rage to acknowledge it. If you be juft, let the people 
talk and flcep in peace. If you be oppreflbrs, tranquillity 
and deep are not made for you, nor will you ever enjoy 
them, notwkhftanding all your efforts. Remember the 
fate of him who was willing to be hated, provided he 
might be feared. You will certainly experience the fame, 
iinlefs you be furrounded by vile flaves, fuch as the inhabit- 
ants of Vii*ginia at that time undoubtedly were. The 
reprefentatives of this province granted, witliout hefitation, 
their confent to a law, which lecured impunity to all the 
plunders of^ their governors. The misfortunes of Virginia' 
were foon aggravated by other calamities. 

At the origin of the cblony,' jufticc was admihiftered' 
with a degree of difintereftedneis which warranted the* 
equity of tne judgments. One finglc court XoOk coghi-* 
zance of all differences, and decided upon them in a fiw ^ 
days^with a right of appeal to the general affembly, which 
ufed as mudt difpatch in fettling them. This order of 
things gave the governors too little infltience over the for- 
tunes of individuals, for them not to endeavour to fupprefs 
it. By their manoeuvres, and under feveral pretences, they 
obtained that the appeals, which till then had been earned 
before the reprefehtatlvcs of the province, fhould be made 
cxclufively to their council. 

^ OR. a* *** 



ii Ail 3 I more fatal innovation was ovdaioed in 1692 by 
another governor, whey enai^ted, that tbc laws, the tribunals, 
the fontiaUttes, every thing, in a word, that contrib^ited to 
larm the chaos of EngUSiJurifprudeace, ihould b^ efta* 
ijtfted in his government. Nothing was lefs fuitable to 
the planters of Virginia, than ftatotes £b Angular, fo com- 
plicated, and often fo oontradi^ory. >dLccordin^y, ijiefc 
uninformed men found themfclvcs engaged in a labyrinth 
to which they could fied, no 4 £rue. ? They were generally 
alarmed for their rights and their properties ; and this ap- 
prebenfion Jlackencd their labours fpr.a long time. 

V Thefe were not carried on wiUi vigour; and Aiccefs, 
after the beginning of the century, at which time nqthing 
impeded their increafe; only the frontiers of the colony 
were ^xpofed in the latter timea to the devailations of the 
favages, whom they had exafperated by their ^s of atro- 
luoufoefs and Jnjufticc. Thele difi^rences were terminated 
in 1774* They would have been for^tten, had it ootbeen 
4 br the fpeech made by Lc^an, chief of the Shawanefesj ,to 
lord Dunmore, governor of the prownce*. » > , . ^ 

I now alk of cvciy white man, whether he hath ever 
^ entered the cottage of ^Logaih when preflfed with hun- 
gcr, and been refufed food ? Whether coming naked, 
and (hivering with cold, L*ogan hath not given him 
fomething to cover himfelf with. During the courfe of 
this lad war, fo long and fo bloody, Logan hath remained 
^ quietly upon biamat, wiihing to be the advocate ofpeace. 
Yes, fuch is my attachment for white mep,^tbat eyen 
thofe of my nation, when they paiTed ii>e,>pomted:at 
me, faying, IfOgan h a friend tQ white mm* I 'had.eV)?n 
><«Ai thought of living amon^ you^r but that wasjbeforc the 
tDjury which I have received firpm) onci of you.. X»aft 
fummer. Colonel CreiTop mal&c(wd in cool blood, 01^ 
without^ ;any provocation, all .the relations ,of Lqgah, 
«< withemt i]^aring caiherhismifciOrhis chiUrci^. Tbetcts 
imt^nowoi^dnop^flfiy blood in the^vewsKifl^y huil^ 

V* creature cxiftiug. This is what has cxcited^my 

£ have {baglitat kilb:d imcwatrohiyomv pe^e, 

and my hatred is appiofedc^^Ir'l^joicMt^fec ihie,pr6- 
fpc6l!^f peace Aut. do not 

' inta^ine fhat my iniligatfidd^i&iaodhOgaD knows 

i^bat fear b. Jie will never tdlh hts^ b^k, )ifi ort|er 
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** to fate his Iffe.' Bot, alas ! tto one remains to xabiffni^ior 
Logan whefrite fhall be no inorcl** ^ ^ ^ 

What a beautiful, Ample, energetic, and affeAing;fpdeoh 1 ‘ 
Are Demofthenes, Cicero, 5 r BofTueti moroloquenb thafi 
this favage ? What better prbof can be adduced of the trhllk 
of that well known rhaakn, which fays, fhat *• from tHc 
M abundance of the heart the mouth fpcaks/^ 

Virginia, like moft of the other Popula^on^ tradei and 
colonies, Was inhabited at firft only manners ^ Fir^a, 

by vagabonds, deftitute of family ^ ; v' 

and fortune. ’They foon obtained fomc kind of wealth by 
labour, and they Were ^firOus of (haring the fwcets o^ it 
with a female cOmpaAfbn; As there were no wom^n in Abo 
province, ahd that they would haVe none but fuch ^ 4 ref^ 
decent, tKtfy gave ijijolivres [951. for every youn^ 
perfon brought thein fh>m Europe wkh a certincate-of 
virtue and chaftity. This CUftom was not of long duration. 
As fbou ms itfl dcAibts rel^^bag the falubrity fortiKtV 
of the country wCre Whole families, ^ even, of wk 

(jpe^ble rankvw^ tOiVHrgitilai ^ The popiulaeion was in- 
crei(id|r With rapidity, when its progrcfw 

mwftc^ped by rtfftltJwimi ^ ^ 

' The thif^lttolher country wa» thcjlfirft, and 

foon becatUe tlic^OUly oUe^wldch' warn followed in this 

foOjl^e^noal^^^ oroffed the fisas. 

difgudodrf and in 

r^vdivS&OfhaensRliH^wldcli^xpei^^ die prooince aUlfhofc 
trt^fong to^ the chureh of England ^ 
O^e^WnpIrioOidawWiSd^fhty foon eanied die vt vocation 
of thltjfaa^ det^e tolctmtkm 4b tardy, asd whioli 
'wsls evldeist^ gmnt«dWifh rdudlanc^, did mot produce the 
gpeabeflW^>tliat wfew^ape6led from it. A^fmall number 
« only bf 'pre^yvevhins, quakers, and French refugees, ven- 
tOiNra bo pot^atfy^ in this repentance. The reHgion of 
Men^ VHI' continxied to be the prevailing one, and was 
aimm eacludve. ’> 

of however, men multiplied upon this 
w fertility of which wai daily incrcahn^in reputation. 
?The padllon m fidiea with which the xild^outmeot was 
moim msid more iiifedad, jpwe citizens incei&ntly to this 
paart o<f the New Worlds U the calculations of coogrcfs^c 

^ I 
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not exaggerated, tbe population amountB to fix humked 
and fifty tlioufand fouls, including the flaves, whofc num* 
bcr, according to the common opinion, amounts to one 
hundred and fifty thoufand-. The Dutch firft introduced 
thefe unfortunate people into the colony in 1620. 

The labours of thefe white men, and of tbefc negroes, give 
to the two hemifpheres, corn, maize, dry vegetablca, iron, 
hemp, hides, furs, fait meats, tar, wood, mails, and efpe- 
cially tobacco, which is generally fuperior to that of Mstry- 
iand, though it be not equally excclfent in every part of 
the province. The preference is given to that of York 
liver j the fecond beft ia reckoned to be that which grow* 
along James’s river, and that which grows on the borders 
0 f the Rappehanoc, and to the fouth of the Potowmack^ 
is the Icaft eftcemed. 

From 1752 till the end of 1755, Great Britain received 
from Virginia and Maryland together, three million five 
hundred and one thou^nd one hundred and tea qmo»* 
tala of tobacco, which made for each of the four years, 
eight hundred and feventy^five thouiand two hundred and 
fourfcorc quintals. Virginia exported two million nine 
hundred and eighty-niue thoufand eight hundred quintals, 
which reduced its annual confumption to one hundred 
and twenty^feveoty thoufund eight hundred and thirty 
qointaU. 

. From the year 1763, till the end of 1770, the twocolo- 
j^tes fent to the mother country no more than fix 'million 
five hundred thouiand quintals of tobacco^ or eight bun* 
vhed and twelve thoufimd five hundred quinuU each of the 
eight' years. No more was fold to foreigners than five mil- 
lion one huudred and forty-eight thoufimd quintals, or fix 
hundred and forty-three thoumnd five hundred quintals per 
annum ; the nation therefore annually confumed one hun- 
dred and fixty-niile thoufand quintals* • 

In the interval between ‘thefe two periods the importa- 
tion, therefore, decretfed annually, one year with another, 
fixty- two thoufand feven hundred and fourfcorc quintals, 
and the exportation one hundred and three thouiand ninb 
hundred and fifty quintals^ while the oonfiimption in (Eng- 
land increafed forty. one thoufand one htindfcd and feventy 
qutnlals every year. •k r i iv ' ..t 
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The ufo of tobacto hath not decreafed in Europe 5 
paffion for thi» fttp>«rdttky hath oven increalcd, notwitKr 
Handing the heavy duties with which it h*th boen bhrtheaod 
by ali governments. If the tobacco, furniflicd by 
America be daily Ic fa foughf after among us, it is bectaufc 
HoHahd, Alfatia, tlvc Palatinate, and principally RufSa,' 
have carried on this cukurc with great indullry* 

In 1769, Virginia and Maryland together fold to the 
amount of 16,1^95,577 Kvres 4 lols 7 denkrs £about 
674,8'i5h 148. 4^.3 of their produ£lio UK Two thirds of 
this Aim b^onged to the firH of theft fettksmeats. Tobacco 
was the principal of iheff prbdu(Jior<« finoe oh« 
colonies exported hltT.£e\(€n iniHioii three hundred and 
thirty -feven lhoufand {even hundred and nintty^iiYO pounds 
weight of k ; aud the other, twenty-feve inilUou feven hun- 
dred aad eighty*one thoufand Aiven htmdred and fixty-n{ne 

of 
lall 

number of Aaples, «b i« the ochen coii)r»croi 4 of the 
globe. They are obliged to fwfla their ,ea"rgo by (tetaU' 
from the plantations tlMitiielres, which are iituated at Hr 
greater or lefs diftaneo Aom the ocean, upon naWgabfe 
rivers, of one or two hundred miles^ in length. > This cuftom 
fatigues the navigators, agd makes their voyage tedious. 
Great Britain, wkioK is always attentive to the prefervation 
of her feanaein, afni is particularly careful 'Of Aliening the 
number of their vdyagee, wiihed^ andevm oedered^ that 
fbme towns fhould buili at the mouth of the rivers, 
where the ptodu^lone of the province might he fent. Buh 
neither inllMations, nor the oonHraint of the laws, were e>€ 
any avaiL A few fmaH villages^ ©idy wei^e built, which 
could fcarce fulfil even the leaTl part 0# the views of the 
moeher country. Williamlburg itfelf hath no more than 
two thbuland inhs^itaats, tlunigh k be the TclVdence of the 
ga^mof,^ the place where the imctoifal alTembKea and the 
courts of juftice are holden, and where colleges are infti- 
toted ; though it be decorated with the fineft public edi- 
fices on the Aortham^aontineBt; and though it bo the Capi- 
tal of the colony, fiucc the ruin of James-town. 

Men, who prefer the tranquillity of a rural life to .the 
tumultuous abode of cilks, ought naturally to be econoilu-> 
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pounds weight. 

In Vii^iftia, veOels employed f^r the eitportation 
thefs' produ^ions do 'not find, them in it if 
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laborioi^ i l?iit this v?as.|^cvcr tKc cjife in VitginV ‘ 
ift ip^a^itants were always ver^ expepfiv^ 14‘the ifurpitu^c 

ho^fes ; were always iondjjf (snurtaining thc> 

fieigh^bpii^ with aftehtatiop, ^ Thty.^4w^^s liked to pifplay 
the ^ratefe ijixury before the ilnglifh‘ navigators, whom 
buhpefs brought to theif, |)lfntatiop8. . They always gi^vc 
wp to that e0em*nacy« and t,^ that negligence, 
^0 common io countries where flavery is ejftaV^ilhed, Ac- 
cordingly^ the engagen^nU of the colony ,lwatne habitu- 
ajly yery confiaerablc. ' At the beginning o? the troubles, 
th% were fj^ppofe^^t’o Amount to zStqpo,09p of livtc.® 
[r, ^ 1 , 6661 . 258. This ppdigions fum WM due to ^ 

the'mjprchants of QiT%^*l 3 ntam, for negto-^ or for othef ' 
articles which they humiOied. The confidence of tbefe 
boM lenders waa particularly founded upon an utyufi law» 
which fee ured t^r pa^nveijt ia;prefcrcnce to every other , 
dcDt, though pfcvidufiy coiitraAed. 

TJic polony ^th gr^at powers^ to e^ttricate itfelf from a 
fitoapop apparent^ fp It will^fucpecd, when 

more''ltihplicity prevail in the manners, and more mp- 
dei^^tfen in the expenceshwUen availing itfelf of the rcfQurecs 
ofiPeredhy an^immenfe and fertile terntory, it (baU vary and 
improve rts cultures ; it will fucceed„ wl^en .it fiiall no longer 
receive from foreigners the mpft ordinnn^.houfehokl furni- 
ture^' arid that which is in moil general ufe ; when its ma«* 
nuf^i^ufes (hall no longer be confined to the employing of 
foriic fmall quantities of cotton, whicli is of too indifferent 
a quality to be fought for in the European manufactures ; 
ana When Tts public coffei^ IcC| plundered, and be,Ucr re- 
gulated, ihall ri^hnit of the diiriinutiop of thct taxes, which 
are much morb^conuderahle in that' than^ in any 

other of thii continent. Several of thsfe eoun^elf may con- 
cern the two Catohoas/ , ' 

. j ^ * 

OHjnii af ihe /«« . vaft country 'wl^h ^befe prop"^ 

CSoRnat^ occupy, was ^dife^yer^ by the, ^ 

Jirfiand thUr tafl S^iards, loon after tlicir firft 
governrfieui^bothdvti ditiops iathe Njw World j they d!^ 
and reH^ouf * (pif^ it/ liot, offer a^ 
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purfacd rumedt^cir ho^cs by t^c aiTaffinatign of 

and eil&hVci^, man. They wercTucCe^aed bj^‘ 


j: Engliliun^tt tbmrdS tb^nd of the fixteenth cptujnrT* 

who ty an ifiekpHcibie cap&e forfook this infant 
m^if to ^o and culUtrate i luurfhef foil, under"*^ 
perate climate."' ^ ‘ 1 i^ud 

^Therc waa ndt a tingle £uropean feen in Cairolina,^\^hen^ ^ 
th? lordr Berkley, ^larendon, Albitmatle, Craven, Artiley,^^ 
and Metirs, Carteret, Berkley, and Colleton, obtained frpin^ 
Charles II in a grant of thid fine botintry. 
of goirefnmi&ot foi^ this new colon]^ was drawn up by t)re/ 
faWui Lodncr A philpfoplicrj tvno wm a fn^d tp inaiU^ 
k^^d, and to that modetattOn 'an^ Jiltiici^ ^ich 1)161110^. 
ih!^ ohly^ rule of tSieir ^idns,^ ougkt to haw^ 
v^ founc^Tdhs of that fanatici^, which iii counmes^ 
hiut 'cxcltM divifions alnong them, and whiph wiirinpuc^ 
th^^' to'^takc dp antis "agINnti: cich other to tlic c^d 

^ntbleralid^ ‘ noweV^ Hdrrld ifc^ may app^ '[to usl a. 
n^iSjfery codftquencc of the, fpir^ df fupImiJ ^n.' W itt St ‘ 
Bori'e aclc}idwftdg<d/‘that*’i)unimtiient8 ‘he^prppor. t 

t4<^n^3 to th6 natut-e of offences i "What crime ^fhen pan 
grtStcr tfianfthat bf intid^lify, in the eyes ofhim w^o^CQi;^^’" 
lidIA religion as ^e fundamental bahs of moi^tyj Ai-J 
cofdiiig to thefe pi^ciplcs^ the iri^ligiojis^n is tb^ co^ 
m|fii^ci^‘my ot all focilty ; iKe breikcr o^tKc oiuy tie that 
cohne^ men with each other ; thife proitiotef c>» all the 
criiiiVs ihaf cfc^pe t^e feventy of It is 

who IlifeyWeiV r^ihorfe, who fets the^^f^iis loofc from 
cv^^VeftVaint/jb^'d who ktep4, as^it wer^. a fchool of% 
wi’ckednefJ^'^^ what f Ifhafi^we ka^ to the^phet an unfor- 
tunate man, whom in'dig^ce cbnc^hls m>on th^ highway;* 
who ruffled out ifj^n ihe traveller "^th a^pifl^in his hand, 
ind demands a fmall pittance that may Wheceffafy for the 
fublfflence.pfhis wife and childrcDu^wbo may bc^expiriniK , 

fiobber jni^l^eW mote \ 


k ititanrybrt^man who fuff^ii hm ^ 


quffe tJ^Vihcrpli 


^<^Tn,ha 


.v.w^wC ; and 'fhafi we rcr;,^ 

. f- TQY-^ fdfki tlJc'irifidel'fp^C 

phb^ ilS kvid^&il) Creator, witti ifiipu* 
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♦cafoned very confifteiJtly when he. faid to JetinviUe^ /( if 
^ tkoo jflicialift ever hear any one fp^k iB .of Gody - draw 
thy fword aod ftab him through t^Aearbf i ailowthce 
to do it.’f So impohant it is in all copBtnes^ as ive are 
afTured is the cafe ip Chiiia^ that roveragos, and the depoo 
iilaries of their authority, ihould not be attached to any 
' tepet, to any fed), nor ta any farnai, of religious wor^‘p« 
Every thing induces us to beiagiae that, fuch was the 
opinion of Locke« But oat daring tQ attack too openly 
the prejudices of the times^ founded equally. oa virtues and 
Y/cea, he wiihed to conciliate them as much as could be 
conhdent with a principle didlated by reafon and humaaity. 
As the favage iohabitanls of America, faid.he, base no idea 
of a revelation, it would be the height of folly to torment 
them*: for their ignorance. Thofe chriilians who fliould 
home to peopk. the colony, would undoubtedly come in 
qu^ft of aiihmy of confcience, which prieftsand princes 
deny them in Europe: it would therefore not be confident 
with good faith to perfeeute, after having received, them. 
The jpewa and the pagans did. not more deferve to be re* 
jc^b^d, for an infatuation which mildnefs and perfuafion 
might have put a flop to. 

- Thus it was that the EngHfo philofopher reafoned with 
men whofc minds were imbued and prejudiced with tenets 
which it had not yet been ailawcd to difeufs. Out of re- 
gard to their wcaknefa, he placed the fyftem of toleration 
which he" was cBablUhing under the following reftridrion : 
that every perfon above foentecn years of age, who fliould 
claim the protediion of tkic laws, (hould caufe his name to 
be cegiftered in fome commuoton. This was a breach made 
in his fyfiem. The liberty of cpnfcience admits of no kind 
of modification. This is an accouiUr which man owes to 
pod alone. la whatci«er -tnaaner the magiftrate may be 
Ijsade to interfere io it, it is. an ad of iojulb’ce. A dcift 
^uld not poQibiy iubferibe Ux fuch.tcrms. * 

Civil libeity, howper, was much Icfa favoured by Locke. 
]!p!fKethe4r. this proceeded from motivea of complaifaace for 
whO’tmployed him, a kind of meaunefs which we are 
a^cvfe fiona fufpediog. him of, or. whether, being more of 
a rnetapk^rheian than a {latcfrpan,. he had. purfued phikfo* 
phyionlyiinjthofe tracks which had been opened oy^ Pcs 
Cwsck Leibnitz, it is certein,, dbat the lamp maq who 



niarriy his 

oonctrtwig' t 4 ^s, pisM httt ^17 
|te€icWalii^iahc?e8"!ri tlw paths ^ l^lflatroiiy^ The a^tiqt 
of a work| the pretfialiency of which wUi render flic 

i##rt<Jj;r«a15"cTeh when ttiall 

■have; b<«4c#tt atf the fpi»hTge, and all the maniiments, of the 
gcfyfUs'of a p^le efteeirrfkl bythe whole \vdfld for fo triany 
brillwint and ‘amiable qualities ; even Montefqhiea hifnfelt 
did not perceive thtit he vf^s making men fbr^ovei*nrtient 9 > 
inftead of govVrttfJients for men. 

The code of Carohna, by a fin^nlarity no^f o be accounted 
hyr if! an EnglilhOpiart, and in a phIkifopTicr, gave to^tfie ei^ht 
proprietors wlko founded the fcttlemcnti and to their heirs, 
iiot only alt the* tights of fOvcreigjnty, but all the powers of . 
legiHatiofK 

*IHie fifll: »f(b thefefovereigns made of their authority was 
to create three orders of nobility. Thofe to whom they 
gave no more than twelve thpufand acres of Ihnd were called 
barons; fehofe who Tecetved twenty-four thoufandwerp called 
caciques, and the title of landgrave was bellowed on thofe 
twp who obtained fourfbore thonfandeach . Thefe coheef?ion:i 
could never be alienated in detail, and their fortbnafe pof- 
fftffors were alone to form the houfe of peers. The houfc 
of commons was compofed of the repfefentatives of the 
towns and counties, but with privileges lefs confiderable 
than in the mother country. The affembly was caHcd a 
court palatine. Every tenant was obliged to pay annually 
i livre 2 fols 6 deniers [ 1 per acre, but he was allowed 
to redeem this duty. 

The progrefs^ef this great fettlpment was for too long 
tline rmpeded by powerlhl obfta^lcs; 

The colony had froth its origin been open indHcriminatchr ‘ 
to aH' fedls, which had all enjoyed the feme privileges. It 
ha^ been' underftood, that this was the on,ly way to, malcc 
an mfent ft'ate acquire?' rapid and great profperity. Thfe 
members of the church of England being afterwards jeal- 
PUS of the tmn-confOrtnfftsV wanted to exclude tbe^ frOm 
government; and even to oblige them to fhitt up the houfes 
where th^ performed d^Vine fervice. Thcfe a<5l3 of folly 
?md of violence w^re annulled in 179$ by the mother coun*. 
try, as being cohfrary to Ketmamty, to jullice, to rcafon, 
Mid to policy. From the ic^)liifion of thcfC opinion^ arbfc 
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68j>a]s and Uimulca, wUoK ^k^ad^tbeiiaMbita^a from 
4iferul4aJcK)or%,^d turned tbek altention to ft mokUude of 
^bfi^rdities^ which wtUiibe ocvor io tauchr dd^fed a^ they 

4efriv€ to h^ , ->« j M ft .■» -Tiq V- f i ? 

whktv 4vcmi<eftiwd .ofLjftgamft^be rftvagO»» 
-weFOralmoft as es&travagaot^ and as?ddlli4i^Ve^of < every fm* 
proven^eyet* All thct^wandevhig rorv^hmed naliofta- between 
the oceao' and the ^paieehian iftoimtaiDer were i^tacked 
ftfid naaflacred witfeolit ai^yiiotei^ft.or inolific thofe who 
rfcaped being put to the £word, cither fubmitted or were 
difperfrd. ifiithe a form, of coniUtmibn ill 

arfangedi waa the prinetial aofe t^qf mi almoft general in- 
dt^ce. The^lom were pfopeieton>^ inobued with 

dcfpotic principles, iifed their utnaokieficafta lot ekablhh an 
orbWary^^^veTamenu iThc eolonlft^ on ehe other hand, 
who >wene notiigftpTftntvol. thci^ightft^of'tniankind, e:certtd 
theinf«lvei,«rith)eqbal warmth toj avoid ^fejnetude. ^It was 
neceiTary eitJ^rti^dabUih asroewvorder of^^ things, or to 
fuffer, .that a tvs Oi country ^ fromiwl^ieh fiich gxieat advan* 
tagea had^ been ^ape6\ed,'ib(ndd^ remain in perpetual humi* 
liatioo, mifevy, and anaechy*. »tThe JBmifliifenate at length 
took theii^olutibQ, ini 17^, to reflore this fine country to 
the nation, and to grant to its Hril maiicra ^±09000 livres 
[f22,50ol.] in compenfatiouAiGrfuiwille alone, from ' motives 
which are unknown to us, watiaTt iijKpdfrtdiftn of his eighth 
fliare, wl)ich was fituated on the confines of Virginia : but 
^even this part Was not looghcfore k^rccovered its kidq)en« 
dcacc. l"he J£nglifh govemiBicnt, aa^it vraa alrpady^efia- 
blifhed in the other provinces^ of the Nlewi>V^lldan«Mifid}* 
fiitufled to the whimfical anraii^emeftt, of 

.extreme corruption, bid' beettiitxtoTted fww^fbnjdndiient 
• and weak monarch by iofatiable f«v6lprkQi4oaThe oouhtry 
might then exped^ torprQ%er.n rit Was divided .iaaoi two 
diltin^k governments,' uoaeewthe^nameft of North and< South 
CaroHnar ia order to facilitftte^ the adtniitiib: adorn o£^iUi* >- 

‘ t ,3}tt*.o i tei ^ fd qc» b^A 

CosifQtn^ethtmttnr^ dTii^x^vcara^ountrtet vrintcd 'Occupy 
tkf GaroBnat*' moto tihatrfifrmrl himdced thoufand 
- 1 1 t ' ^:yv» ^milecupoaids^co^ft# and fthafuMWo 
hundred thoufimd miles in the inland parts*!. It^ioftt ldlin, 
in general iftbdy^ which reiiderftd> very marfhy by the 
<eveVf)owiDg ciiitlm.nveri|^siihhy^cdvy^iO}d.fir#^fii csits* 



Thtf £[^ dotb^n6t‘i>^iirt& iri£(» t31 at the diftanee of 
ieore ^w huivdred from the Tea ; and it eomliili^ 
aa^r>M^the Apakohian mountain^^ < Upon thde^ 
thudes, and in the midft of pine trees, which are irregttki^ 
pUised^the^^^^MRune, t few ftieep/cxtreihely degtoctskcd, 
both in their ’wcfh and io their fleece, feed upon a ftrOrtg 
taKhcodrfe grafa f therefore tdfn amumber of horned catthf, 
who^Kave^oe^ preformed eiti their ftfenjgth and aU thetr beail- 
and an innbmerabU e^oantity of hogs/^ vrho appear to 
ha^ improt^r » ' 

4 Thcu^onntry k vra^cd by*'^ great number of nvere, 
fome of vi^hkhtnie navigable^ >*rbey mstild be4o fot* a longer 
fpace> teere it not^for th^ rocks ^nnd the vraterfalls 
iateyr^ the nsre^adom^ / i; t* ^ 

^’Thoogii the clitnaOi be as ^Habld ^as thcvi^ft of North 
America, it id'eommonly agreeably tempevatei A piereing 
c<dd is neaer felt but in the e^ing and^morniiig, and tWre 
arc feldom any exceflive* heats. TIioU^ fbgrbe frequent, 
tkey-ai^^ leaflr duelled an the middle of theidgty. Un* 
fmtanatdy, in che months -of July, Auguft^ Septembi?y, 
and O^^obery- in^emiiitcerit fevers pefaii.m tho' ptaina^^'knd 
arcifomctimes fatal -to the natives themklvesy ^and^ tc^^ of- 
ten, deftroy foreigners. i s, 

^ Such ta4he natural orgartization of the twq Carplinas ; 
Ictus fee what diilinguilkcsnhem from each other. 

. F* - .V 

North Carolikr is one of the difitn^Jht^ 

Ia»eft.^roviiicc3 of thc^oontiweift ; it North UaroHna, 
unmtuohtely dodi - not offer advan- 
tages proportioned to its essteiit^ Its foil is generally flatter, 
more tuufy, and more marfhy^ than that of South Carolina. 
Thefe melancholy- j^ins are cotenpd ^ith pkies ovveddars^ 
which ancKHHtce a Wren fod; and art:- HKter foiled ar inter- 
vals by a ftmill numbep^of oaks^ too full of fap to be-dm- 
ptoyedunitheooaflrujdiatL of^fhlps.- The coalls,^ generally 
blocked up by a fand bank, which keeps navigators at a 
didaace, <anr not^move favourable to popidatiomihbo the 
inland coimtrtei* Finili 3 ^tlie country is mode than 

the neighbouring regio&a to theihurricanes that come from 
, the fbttth^afb. / > » t . . iji j . ; 

^ T^efdVarererUndoubtediy the motives whibh prerfuted 
the £tigkdtV)£ North^CaroUna from fettling tj^erc^ >t;lioiP(gk 



t}iat country waft the firft thay difcwrdl iin ih^ 
World. None of tihe n^mcrotj$. people wko wiire driven ip 
that pait oi the hemi^^^re, either ffwn ir^cKnation or ae- 
eeffity» carried there therr miftry pr tfeeir^reftkffner!*. U 
waa loo^ after* that a favr lag^ianda# ^witl^piit friends* 
withotttTawaj and withoat plan to 6* thenafelveab fettled 
there. But, in procefe of t^, the lands in the other co- 
lonies became fcaree* and* then men .who were not able to 
purchafe them, betook themfclwa to a country where they 
could get lands without purchafe. According to the account 
pf cemgrefs^ three hundred thoidand fgail4, in which few 
iJaves are included, are did found in ther province* There 
aJre hut few of thefe inhabitants which .^jro either English, 
Iriih, or German. Moll of them aroidf $^aoich cuigb^ and 
for thift teafpn ; wv - 

Thefe highlander®, whofe charaftee: haa been fo boldly 
deferibed by h tnaftcrly haniU werc new cnflaiad either by 
the Romans, the Saxtons, or the Danes. They bravely re- 
pulfed every invasion, and no fomgn euftonaa could pene- 
trate beyond the foojt pf their inacceffibhi habitation®, 
{jepai^ated from the rell pf.the globe, they difpjayed in their 
manners the ppUtenefa of courts, without having any of their 
vices; their countenance fhewed the pdde wdh which the 
pobility of their origin had iufpircd them ; aod^ they were 
pofl'efled of all the delicacy pf our poiirt erf honour, but 
without its fufpicious minutiae. As induftry had not trans- 
formed tliem huo mere machines, and the na<tu#?oof their 
foil and climate did not require the labours of the ^cJdftfor 
more than two feafons in the year, they had a grcatideeJof 

leifure time, which they en^loyyd in wgre in burnings in 
dancing, or in converlatipus, aniumted by pi^luterque ex- 
prefijona, and original idea®. Mpft of them veere muiicians. 
iichooU were everywhere opened for the inftr«(5lioij . of 
youth. Under every roof w^ft .fpwsd one h^lhmrian,; to rcoal 
to their minds great everHSi uad ft. poet tft cekbratetshern. 
The lakes, the forelU, the caves, Ahe bate the majeftic 
grandeur . of all the Qhje^Se,lbi^lurro(U»ded ^inipired 
tihem with an elevation pf mind* cpAik.lhade.of nnki^ 
over their chara^ers, afldikejjt up ih ^hfir Jaeaits a facred 
enthuhafm. Thefe people efteemed themfelves, without <!«♦ 
fpifing o^er natione* Tbeiriafpe<ft fttuck the civalized man 
With awc> in whom they only,. bebdiioaf of their cquakf 



^hauveit mle he fnjghi be dtooreud with. They recei^ 
all who aame to them with a (knple aad cordial 

afF€6lioR. They kept a long tim© in their memory a refent* 
rnent for any o&red to any ol th«nvi which was 

^rendered common to tbeih all by the tics of bloods After 
an engagement they dreffed their enemies wouhda before 
their own. Aa they were alwaya argied, the habitual nfe 
of deftru^ive weapone prevented them from having any 
fear of them. They believed in fpirit^) ai|d if the light- 
ning ihone during the night, if thunder rolled over tneir 
heads, if the tlorm rooted up ^e treee around their houfeaj 
or ihook their rooftf they infagined that it was Cbine for- 
gotten hero reproochirig them hW- their fiknee : they then 
took up their inftrumenta, and fang a hynevn to hi^ honour; 
they allured him that hia memory would never be forgotten 
among the children of men. They believed in prefages 
and in divination. They all fnbn^hted to the eilabliftied 
form of worship ; fuperHition never excited cjuarrek among 
them, nor canlhd the efFufion of one drop of blood. 

Thefc inannera \yere nevCr altered ; nor could they be 
fo. The Scotch formed a groat number of tribe®, c^led 
ckns ; each of which bore a different name, and lived up-r 
on the eftatp of Come particular lord. It was the here(]i*» 
tary patriarch of a family, from whom they all claimed 
their defeent, and they ail knew to what degree. 

The caftle was in fomc naeafure a common property, 
where every perfon wa« fure of meeting with an honourable 
reception, and where they all reforted upon the firft ru- 
mour pf war. They all revered their own dignity in their 
chief; they had a brotherly aflkflion for the other mem- 
bers of the confederation.' They all patiently fupported 
their fate, beeanfe^ never had any thing humiliating in it. 
^rhe head of the clan on hie fide^ wae the common father 
of them alh^aa well from gratit^ide as from intereft. 

*Thi8 order of thinga fubfifted during a long feries-cf 
agea wJthou4 the leaii alurationk At lad the noblemen 
Contra^ed ih* habk of fpeudiog great part of their lives 
hr travellings at JtiOndofiV^*' at court. " Thefe repeated 
abfcnces detached from them their vafials, who law them 
left frequently, and were no longer afflffed by them. Thefc 
men, who were no longer reffrained by aiiy tie of affei^ion 
in their bjtrren and lavage mountaina/ then diTper fed them- 



fdvet« Several of them yvent in i^ch of another countrr 
in divcri provin^ce^ of ^ Ainerka. Tni gt^^d tf^ber toot 
ref^e In North C^rolml. ' ' / . ? 

'ftcfc colonifls arc feldom al||e4^^ 
arc thci^fore the Icaft informed (jft^ ^merffiihs,'^* and the ' 
moft indifferent to the publk them hVe^ ^ 

difperfed upon their plantatip »99 withoot an^tttoh^ Or fbre« 
fieUt. They are but little^ iticllwdt'o iabOhr, ipd ^ey are 
feldom good planters* Though the^ have the Engliih 
foi^ of government, Ac laws havjp v^ry little Ihrce artiOh^‘ / 
thdn. Their domefiijc^are fjettw' Aan their foctS fia^n- 
nerS ; and there i?. ffcSrcfe an Intl^nce of any One of tbem*^!" 
ha^g h^ any ddimcftlOn^^tfr a flkv6,^^T^ifr‘fOdd*4dp-^'^ 
toorki"' mflk,^ 

of no other kind of intemperance Aan an InOVdfnait^^affiOh^** 
for fpirkous liqrmrs* , *v a 

Thf ffrft unjSrtuhktc 'Whorit difpfcf feS 


along^h^le favs^)^ cbails'^diS^dl duttln^"" 

^ .4 rj .... "W^whocamd' 


of wood, Which thejfddiv^r^d to th‘e*)liVi^t6 
to purchafe it. In^ ihdft ^te^'thfcy‘t?6lie i 

pine tree, which covered Ac country, turpcntuiCj tar, ' 
pitih. T6 co&e£V iur|5^&tmii it ^taVluttfcWnf to^tpa® 
inckiOtis in the trtrnk of th^ ,«tree^ which beiife carded bri 
to the I’bot of it, teffnJhited'mVelfefe plJdedfficife re-' ^ 
ceive it. ' When Aey Waht^ff tat^, they*l1atera‘’^*'fcirc"iilai^ [ 
platform of potter’s tarth* On whicn th^y Ikio j^ifes of - 
pines ; to thefc they fet "and the ^reffn ^ilill^ frditt^^" 
them into caiks placed' tindemeath| The tar was^Coh^Vt^*'*' 
ed Into pitch, cither^ in great irpn gots, hS" Which \ 

edit, or in pits fbfmed .£a1^ 

poured while in a fluid ffate.^ r!\ 
vinc^ Was^ enabled to fui^ilh 3?tft r 

quanlity of wax, 'n"feW fvrvs, Hf tWcWk rhillioy wcih 


,/ 01 inoiirerent nour, ana^ievtrar'pwct^r oK " 

boyWi^-, ’ixcM tWefieWmek 

trr5»“so,eJo2l. to 8 ?.S£ia.’T*'‘ •"* '■ ' 

Nonh'Cartilina h&tn'^nc^yet Iitte^e 6 ta^ihe “fek^i’^ioi ” 
of Its own pr 6 du£fion£ .'WHat iti 'fott f^^Kfie/^to* the'' 

New Hemif^<re,hftEjD<«»i,lWt^b't<4>fnJ||W»£ 


IN THE east' and ^ 

victors o£ \hc ^orth oT j/^merlcp, who broiiglit jn 

rum, of whicK it Kath'ftiH contiuuej j:o makq an^urfimeijie 

confumption. The ^sUc)/^. whi&ti cpfo/iy to 

the, Q\A World, )>5^ pi . 

Englifl), who fappUji^ it ^uj^^flpthfis, ml 5 Lry^ipec}t,^.^r^ agr]. 
culture;, and lowe t^<;grppy , j, , ,, ,, 

'^hroii^h, ^holf patent 'pf the coa^s, tbtTe;. 
but tliat of Bruntvyicl^j Vhi(di canVecciyc the vctTels d^ft 
lined for’thofe t^r^nf^tlione, Thofc wh^h tlraw no pior^ 
than hxteen (eet waiter ^pchgr ^ tl)at town* which huijt ^ 
alruoft^ ,at the ^tpg^U^tjK of t^f river of Cape Pe.aj;, towards 
thc'fbutKerp extrfiPity .pf fh^.p^fovinc^c. . Wilmingto^y, its 
capital,, Ctu^tcd higher, pp Opon the tj.iDC riy^r, adpih osniy 
D^uohifpnaljci-.yefl^hv.’’ / . ^ 

SovTH ^ Q^^AP^JNA. ,(wrni()ieA M .-the tV^at dj^jn- 
trade of hothd)C(hilphere^;?9 w,eH as^North 
Carolina, but in q.t^ajifay.,. ItV lah.oun ,^CiarQfui^* 
havcbe.en.phie^y Wn-n^i^^ward* rice and 
indjgo. .. , . ^ . . 

Rice 13. , a, very, ipuch. refemhhhg ^^heat m’ (hape 

and colpufi aji^iQ the. figure aoa GiCpoijtiQn of its leaves. 
The panicle >fh»ch fcrmi^tes theftem it compofedof frijall 
flovyera, difUoft from each other, which have four unequal 
fcalcs^ ft^mina, arid, one piflih. lur rounded with two 
ftylea. T^hi^.piftjil, becomes a white feed, extremely fari- 
nac^yU^s, cpYCryd with two tctcriqr fcalcs, vyhich are larger, 
yellow|ih^,CPy!eied with light aJperitics, and furnifhed with 
fevet^ falifpt CohiC, the jniddlc pn^c of wlych terminatea 
in ap ipl^ngated ex/retpity. This .plart thriyea only Lu low, 
danrjpV aha itiarO^y U^da, wbeu tfiey are even a little over- 
^ The l^riod of hs <l‘"fcovery ia tiaced to the re- 
mote{t^ahti<yity. . _ , . . 

]5gyptj^,imlyrtunatcly, fb r it fe If JirH attended to it« The 
pcf/iiciau^ of this culpur^ rend<atpd the country the 

mo|l unhealthy in the.know.y world ; conflantly rayifhcd 
by cpetfemic^l iJiforders^ and alSi<fted with, cutaneous dif- 
cafes, whmh pafied from that region to the othcri, where 
they have bc,cn perpetuated, dur^Og whole ^ c<^Dtqi*ics» and 
where they h^vc^onljr been put ^ nop ta bj, t^e contrary 
cauie tp,th^t which lad/occ^Goned them, to-wiC, thejdry- 
ipg up oF the marlhcs, ahdihe rcllofing of Talubrity to 'the 
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air a»d to the watm* China aod the Eaft-Indiea muft 
experience the fame calamities, if art doth not opjpofe pre- 
fervatives to nature, whofe benefits are fometiinee accom- 
panied with evils, or if the heatof the torrid none ck>th not 
quickly difpel the damp and malignant vapours wliich are 
exhaled from the rice grounds. It i$ a known fa(^, that 
in the rice grounds of the Milanefe^ the dukitators are all 
livid and dropfical. 

Opinions differ about the manner in which rice hath been 
naturalized in Carolina. But whether the province may 
have acquired it by a fiupwrcck, or whether it may have 
been carried there with flatfcdi or whether^ it be lent fVom 
England, it is certain that th^ ftwl feemod favOtt^l^ble for 
it. It multiplied, however, very ilowly, becaufe the co- 
lonifts, who were obliged to fend their harvefts into the 
ports of the mother country, by Which they Were fcnt in- 
to Spain and Port iJgal, where they were^ ^confumed, ac- 
quired fo fmall a profit from their pnodiKftiqos, that it was 
fcarcely fufiicient to defray the expeneesof bultivation. In 
jy^Ot a more enlightened adminillration permitted the di- 
rctl exportation of this gram beyond Cape* FinifteWc. 
Some years afterwards it was allowed to be carried to the 
Weft-Indies and then the provinces, being fure of falling 
the good rkc advantageoofly in Europe, and the inferior' 
or fpoiled rice in AmeNca, attended ferioufly to the culti- 
vation of it. This production grotvs, by the c^are of the 
negroes, in the morailes which ave^ ntav the coafts< Al d 
great ditlance from the ocean, indigo k cultivated by the 
i^e hands, but with lefs dasger. j « 

This plant, which originally comea ^om Indoftaf^ fdc- 
ceeded at firit at Mexico, afierwardt at the Aivtilles, ami 
kftly in South Carolina. T%e fir ft experiments macle in 
this province yielded only a produce of an exceedingly in- 
ferior <^uality ; but this dye acquires daily a greater degree 
of peTle£^ion, Its cukivatovi do* not cveo^ defpalr of fup- 
pJanting, in time, the Spimiards and the French iri all the 
msWkets. Their hopes are founded upofK> the extent of 
their foil, upon the abundance andcheapnefs of fubfiftcnce, 
and efpccially upon the quftom which they have of plough- 
ing their grounds with animals, and ^ lowing the indigo 
in them in the fame manner at com j while, on the con- 
trary, in the Weft. Indies they are the Haves who prepare 
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the graimdsj artd ivho throw the feed into holes, difpofed 
at different d^ftan^s to receive it. ^ 

If, contrary to all probability, this revolution in trade 
fhould ever happen, -South Carolina, which at prefent 
reckons two hundred and fifty thoufand inhabitants, half 
white people and half negroes, and the exportations of 
which, including thofe of North Carolina, amounted, in 
the year 1769, to 10,601,336 livres, [44,722!. 68. 8d.] 
w^ould foon double its population and its cultures. It is 
already the ticheft of all the provinces of the northern con- 
tinent. Accordingly, the tafte for the conveniencies of 
life is generally ^valent, and the expcnccs are carried as 
far ae rakury% - This^ magnificence was more particularly 
remarked fomc time ago in the funeral^. As many citi- 
zens as ft was poffible to collect were affembled at them ; 
expenfive dilhea were fervetl np, and the moft exquifite 
wines and the ieareeft liquors were lavifhed. To the plate 
which the family had^ was added^ that of the r^ations, the 
neighbours, and thtf friends. - It was common to fee for- 
tunes either much encroached upon, or even deranged, by 
thefe obfeqoiei.’ The fapgiiinafy-and rnindus corttefts be- 
twteh the mother country and the colonics have piit a flop 
to ihcfe profofiotw, but without abdifhmg aciiftom per- 
more extravagant. 

»rom the origin of the fettIcmentV the minifters of re- 
adopted the cuftorwof pronouncing indifcrrminatclyj 
ill the churches^ a* eulogiom upon every one of their flock 
after death«> The praife was never jin proportion to 
the a^^ions and virtues of the deceaftd, but to the greater 
or lefs reward which they were ta receive for the funeral 
oration. So that wbile, in our countries,, the catholic 
priefta were making u traffic of prayer, the clergy of th^ 
church of England were carrying on, in the other hemi- 
fpheee, the more odious traffic^ ot the praifes of the dead. 

Cotdd thcre-be a move effe^ual method of degrading vir- 
tue, of dkuhnlhing the horror of vice, and of corrupting 
in men^a minda the true notions of each ? Could there be 
any thing more fcandalous to a whole chriftian audience, 
than the impudence of an orator, of a preacher of the gof- 
pel, extolling a ckken who had been abhorred for his ava- 
rice, hiA cruelty, and his debauchery j a had father, an 
uBgrateful fon, or married perfOnS who had led a' life of' 
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4i(roluten«ij ; »ad placing in heaven thofc whom the A|^ 
mighty Judge precipitated into the depth of the infer- 
nal region? ? 

^QHth Cai^oUna hath ,only three cities worthy of being 
called fo 5 and thefe are alfo ports* 

Georgetown, fituated at the mouth of the Black river, 
is ftill.yery inconfidcrablc ; but its liiuation muft render it 
one day more important* 

Beaufort, ..or Port Royal, will never emerge from a ftate 
of mediocrity,, though^ its road be capable of receiving and 
fccuring the largeft ftiips. 

It is Charlellown, toe capital of the ctdony, which is at 
pr^fent the mod important ilapk* and which miill nccef- 
lafiljr become ft ill mpre fo. ; 

1 he channel which leads it is full of breakers^ and 
embarrafled with a fend bw^k ; but with the afli(hincc of 
a g<^ pilot, a ftup arriY^$>raMyti)ntbe hafboari Ijt can 
receive three hundred feijiijr>«udrfc%>t erf thoed^^ and 

fifty or four hvi^ird a^ 

with their finitire . •. > 

Tthc towa occupies^ ikgp-eji^rfprftcej.iititke oonBuew 
ti^etwQ i^vigabk ipvjarst jAAky aiiid>C6«^ ilts iliwets 
ar< very ^egi^^r,. an^ ol>ihm'dai^S)t<j lkth two 
thi^ufand /^mt^ient..houf98f 9ii<Jita./ftwi|^lsc^boildiiig8^ 
whi^h wpiM|d|>e f echoed bf^udftkan even ui>£«Mrope» rThe 
double Chatkft<w^im €njuyai( of i being; the 

ftaple for tftc ]yo4^wioRMl^^tb^ oofewy iwhiohiafc to be 
exported, ,;md;gf foreign meichaiidizQithnt^cim be 

confpmcd ukre^ ,^p«il 1 ^coBftant> a^wty) ioril,>«nti 

l^th jruci;e0ivcl^j^een theHB9NMfef of mdkiogribnie cmftder^ 
^blc fortune®*, , i t> : ->^11 <V 

Xhc two Parofipas ,ai:f . ftilf iver|s fethfrom^ vittainiiiRi*to 
that degrj;^ of fplcndopr to which they have a right 
pirc. Kprt^ C^oUna dp^ ?tiQl cidtiva^ ahiiwnpredbe- 
tiohs of ^whKh i^, Jgiki# diofe 

feen^.p atte^ asiittl^ 40 |iS^ieu»^'fMananilefi>tcrcll&it^ 

Tftc mhabitantsfif S^iw.lJarolfeV^aeormofcelintdkgefetfaRftd 
more jiftivet jt^ut they ha<i» Dotyei:ioii|id taitf 
fuffickhtly^ .how iWy^nftgfetiflyrgveithcSe^forttiiw 
thi^^^ture pf.th^hove.tr^ett^od ot^ftscv Nctthbrqpf[t}||^ 
pfoviuccs have clMre4.$^&,^artirr{o/v themterntaeyjMft^ 
may be ufcfully employed. This labour is referved for fu- 
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tore gcnci*atioo8, and for an incrcafe of popnlatTon. Then, 
undoubtedly, feme kind of induftry will be eftablifhed in 
provinces, wherft there would not cxifl the lead appearance 
of . any, if the Freuich refugees had not brought a linen 
manufa6lory to them. 

Between Carollrra and Florida, there By 'u.^homy upon 
is a flip of land, which extends lixty iniles •what occaflorty 
along the fea-fidc, which acquires, by and in nvhat 
dcgrecfl, a breadth of one hundred and mannery Georgia 
fifty miles, and hath three hundred miles •wa: founded, 
in depth, as far tia thiS Apakichtan Tuoun- 
tams* This coUfttryi is limited on the north by the Savan^ 
nah river, and to the fouth by the liver Alatamaha. 

The Enghlh minidry had been long defirous of erecting 
a colooT on this tra(5f of country, that was cdnfiderca 
38 dependent upon Carolina.’ One of thofe inftanccs of bc- 
Uevolenfcc, w'hKh Itbcrtyv^ithe' fouTce of every patriotic virj. 
tue, reoders more oA 'England than in any oth<‘r 

coiintn,', ferved to determine the view® of government with 
regarded tbis-plaoe. - A.'Hch and humane citizen, at his 
death, left the whole of hirf^ellatc to f^t at liberty fu'thin- 
folvent debtors w*t» detained in prifbn by their credit- 
ors. Where lhalk we^ hud, ciiher'fn France ot in other 
parts, aay perfon who iHall thfiB propdfe to expiate a'l6<ig 
s^btife of profpenty i will die, after having fquan^ 

dired away millions* without being able to recolledt On^ 
good a(9fon they have done. SeVeral will die, and wDl 
leave behind them* to htirs^who ifre^hxrous fbr their death, 
tr^afiira acabn^^by ufi.iry ‘tfnd 't^onctrffiot^, X<^ithout re- 
pairing, by fome honourable and ufcful inftifutio’il, tire 
crinae of their'opiilcacet thlr^ ^!>fTe of Ihd'rieceftar.y 

efifeefts of gold, to harden the ^^e^Tt ter the ]ift,j^ahd to 
fUile# Kcmorfe.V fincc^-tivefe Is r^carce'‘afny thin ^^^fho Ifatfi 

kriown ho*r 'to raake dfe of‘it'diipdrih?idi1fe ^ fcarc^ 

auy man wbo has- employed it-'ii®^pi%!rbtirih^'’trtfi^qLijilffY^ 
himfelf iitkis laft:- mon»enW‘^’'*i^rOderttiaTt^if(irrt^r ‘poTicy 
concurred in %ht performative thia^ \vilb9i<riafe(f l)y 'hir- 
; ind th©v goyrrnmeii%t gat^'' dhSeiis,- ihai'fuch un- 
fteppy prifbncrt 'fhOQk!‘ b<*'ri*anfphtifed ic- 

io mat. defert country*, ‘ ibnr wus-oow iofi^nded to be nec- 
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ple 4 . It was nanjcd Georgia, in honour of the reigning 
fovpreign. - 

This inftancc c>f refpcdl, the more pleafing, as k was not 
the cfFeA of fl^ittery ; and the execution of a dcfign of fo 
much real advantage to the ftate, were entifeiy the wtn k 
of the nation. The parliament added 225,000 livres 
[9,375!.] to the eftatc left by the will of the citizen ; and 
a voluntary fubfeription produced a much more confider- 
able fum. General Oglethorpe, a man who had diftinguilh- 
ed himfelf in the houfe of commons by his take for great 
deigns, by bis zeal for his country, and his paffion for 
glory, was fixed upon to dirc£f thefc public finances, and 
to carry into eicecutkm fii excellent a proje^. Defirous 
of maintaining the reputation he liad acquired, he chofe to 
Gondudf himfelf the firft colonifts that were fent to Geor- 
gia; where he arrived in January 1733, fixed his 
people on a fpot ten miles distant from the fca, in an agree- 
able aiKl fertile plain on the banks of the Savannah. Tlie 
river gave its name to this feeble fettiement, which might 
one day become the capital of a flourilhing colony. It 
confiflcd at firft of no more than one hundred perfons ; but 
before the end of the year the number was increafed to 
fix hundred, and eighteen, of whom one hundred and 
twenty-feven bad emigrated at their own expencc. Three 
hundred men, and one hundred and thirteen women, one 
liundred and two lads, and eighty-threc girls, formed the 
beginning of this new population, and the hopes of a nu*- 
mcrous pofterity. 

This fettiement was increafed in 1735 arrival of 

fpmc Scotch highlanders. Their national courage induced 
them to accept an eftablifement ofFpred them upon the 
borders of the Alatamaha^ to defend the. colony, if npeef- 
f^ry, againft the attacks of the neighbouring Spaniards. 
Here they built the town of Darien, five leagues difiant 
from the ifiand of Su Simon, where the hamlet of Frede- 
rica was already eftablifhed* ’ 

In the fame year, a great inumber of proneftants, driven 
out of Saltzbtirg by a fanatical pri^, enobarked for 
Georgia, to CBjpy peace and liberty of Kyonfoienert Ebfln-^ 
ezer, fituatcd upon the river Savannah,' fixteed leagppa' 
from the ocean, owed its. rife to thefe vi^naJ of ai» ddi6us 
fupcrfiition. 
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Some Switzers fo|[gjwc 4 t^e example of thefe wife Saltz* 
burgers, though thc^ had not, like them, been perfeeuted, 
They alfo fettled on the bank of the Savannah, but three 
leagues lower, and upon a fpot which fubjedVed them to 
the laws of Carolina. Their colony, confiding of a hua<* 
dred habitations, was named Puryfburg, from Pury their 
founder, who having been at the expence of their feltle«r 
ment, was defervedly chofen their chief, in tellimony of 
their gratitude to him. 

In thefe four. or five colonies, fome men were found 
more inclined to trade than agriculture. Thefe, therefore, 
feparated from tlie reft, in order to build the city of 
Augufta, one hundred and forty-five miles diftant from tlie 
ocean. The goodnefs of the foil was not the objedf they 
had in view ; but they wifhed to fhare with Virginia and 
the Carolinas the peltries which thefe provinces obtained 
from the Creeks, the Chickafaws, and the Cherokces, 
which were the moft numerous favage nations of this con* 
tinent. Their projedf was fo fucceftful, that as early as 
the year 1 739, fix hundred people were employed ip this 
commerce. The fale of thefe furs was with much great- 
er facility carried on, from the circiunftance of the Savan- 
nah admitting, during the greateft part of the year, fhips 
from twenty "to thirty tons burthen as far aS the walls of 
Auguila. 

The mother country ought, one would imagine, to have 
formed great expe^ations from a colony which had receiv- 
ed, in a very fhort of time, five thoufand inhabitants, 

which had coll the treafury i ,485,090 llv res [fii»875l.l 
and the zealous patriots a greac deal more. What mull 
not, therefore, hav^ been their allonifliment, when, in 
1741, they were infgfjm^d, that moft of the unfortunate 
people who had fought an afylum in Georgia had fuccef- 
firvcly witlnlrawn themfelves from it ; and that the few who 
remained there fpemed only deliroos to fix an a Jefs infup- 
portable fpot i The reafons of this fingular event were 
inquired into, a«d difcovered, , 1 

^His cplouy,. cveu in its origin,. JjnJ?edlmenU that 
hro^ht with its decay. The, prevented . 

with the property prqgr^fs of 

of , Gt, hiid ceded 19 individ- Gear fin. 
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uab* Tht example of 

cd this impmdent fc)u;m<t; but uamns, anymore than 
tndividualsy do not learn inftrtidHon froni their paft mlf* 
ebndu^. Fa^ arc generally ^unknown 5 j?od t£ they 
(houM not be/ftill bad copfequencea are imputed to un- 
able predeceffors, or cHc (omc trifling ^difference in cir- 
cumflances, or in fomc friyolooa precautione^ affdrd a pre* 
fence for giving a falfc colouring to meafures that arc faulty 
in tbemfelvea. Hence it hs^pensy that an enlightened 
government, though checked by the watchful eye of the 
people, ia not alwaya able to guard againft every mifu^ 
of ita confidence. The Engliih miniilry, therefore, facn^ 
ficed the public intcreft to the rapacious views of intereft^d 
individualsc 

The firft qfc which the propnetorf of Georgia made of 
the unlimited poiver thtjy were invefted with, was to cf- 
tablifh a fyftcm of legiilation, tW made them entirely 
mailers, not only qf the police, juilicp, and finances, of the 
country, but even of the fives and j^tes of ita inh^Itants. 
Every fpccicsa of right withdrawn from the people, 
who arc the originiJr pofleffoif of every right. Obedience 
was required;ot them, though oqptrary to their interell 
and knowing I and it was coiifidcr^ as tbeh: duty and 
their fate* ■ v- -5. . .v: ... . 

Aa great inconwiicnciea had he^ found to arife. /n 
other coloniei from large pdffefiiona, it was thought proper 
m Geoigutvtp allow each fifty acres of land ^t 

firfl, a^ uever more than five hundred, which they frere 
not emitted to or even m dlfpofe of 

to thetr female Tli^ la^ regulatfou^ pf makiii^pn% 

the male cajpahle of abol^ed t 

but theta llsm remaimed too^Bia^ to excite a fi>trit 

of emula,|idii»v..' . 

Whert a map ia peitl^ {Mj^aad^hy the laws, upr ^ive^ 
away to 

0]g^mifoy,^apr~^ thawaat;^ k hia 

ovyn cQUntiyr he 4<Hh ^ relatioBa,; .iia 

frptdti imd^hia hjiniah -4^ 

f(^i he doth not- draft thofeaa^f hio d^h tmt in fear^ 
of wt diftant ian^ 

which are powesM than almem^ta of iuV native 
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fot^, than the vahle he upon his exidence^ and the 
danger® to trhich he exposes htmfelf. To go on* hoard o£ 
fhip, in order to he landed on an unknown region, is the 
a£t of a defperate man, Unlefs the hnagination be induenx^ 
ed by the pmfpe^ of fome great happinefs; a profpe^t 
which the lead alarm will diHipate* If the vague and un« 
limited cOnddence the emigrant hath m his indudry, in 
which his Whole fortune conhils^ be fliakcn by any means 
whatever, he will remain upom the ftiore. Such mud nei* 
ceffarily have been the effect of the boundaries afligned 
to every plantation. Several other errors ftiU afPe^led 
the original plan of this country^ and prevented its in^ 
creafe. 

The taxes impofed upon the mod fertile of the Englifli 
colonies are very inconddefable, and even thrife are not 
levied till the fettlcments have acquired feme degree of 
vigour and profperity. From its infant date, Georgia 
had been fubjc6ied to th«> fines of a feudal government^ 
with which it had been,' as it Were, fettered. The re* 
Venues raifed by this kind^of fervlce mud hate incrcafed 
beyond meafurc in procefs of time. The founders of it> 
blinded by a fpirit of avidity, did not perceive, that the 
fmalled duty impofed upon a populous ' and flourifhirtg pro* 
vince would much fooner enrioh them, than the heavieit 
taxes laid upon a barren and uncultivated country. 

To this ipecies of opprefliOn was added an arrangement 
which became a frtfh caufc of ina^livityk The difordert 
which were the confcquence of the ufe of fpiiitous liquOri 
vhroughout aU the continent of North Americai occWffon^ 
ed the importation of rum to he proliibited in dleo'Yg^ 
This proh&ition, however laudable the motive for it might 
be, deprived the colonifts of the only drink WhlUh could 
corrc<^ the bad cffeAs of the water of the country, Whkh 
tficy fiound everywhere unhealthy, and of the only means 
they had of r^airing their ftrength> exhauihed by conv 
tinual perfpiration. ft alfo fecluded them from the thidn 
of the Weft-Indics, where they were no more allow^ 
to exchange* for thefe liquors the wood, the fee^ am 
the cattle, which ought to have confiituted thofo fiiir 
riches. 

Weak as thefc refources were, they mu ft have increaM 
very flowly, on accoimt of a prohHmion which Wvtki Aia 
FoL F. S' 
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fcrve recommendation, had it been dilated by a feiitimcnt 
of humanity, and not by policy* The planters of Georgia 
^ere not allowed the ufe of (laves. Other colonies haying 
been eftablilhed without their afllftance, it was thought 
that a country, defined to be the bulwark of thofe poffef- 
fions, ought not to be peopled by a.fet of (laves, who could 
not be in the lead intereded in the defence of their op* 
prclTors. But would this prohibition have taken place, 
had it been forefeen that colonids, who were Icfs favoured 
by the mother country than their neighbours, who were 
fituated in a country Icfs f«(c^tible of culture, and in 
a hotter climate, would want (trength and.fpirit to un« 
dertake a cultivation that ret^uired greater encourage- 
juent ? 

The demands of the people, and the rcfufals of the go* 
vernment, may be equally extravagant. The people liden 
only to their wants, and fovcrcigns confult only their per- 
fonal intered. The former, commonly very indifferent^ 
efpecially in didant countries, with refped to the powers 
to which they belong, and thofe which they may receive 
by an invafion, negled their, political fecurity, in order to 
attend only to their pcrfonal welfare. The latter, on the 
contrary, will never hefitate between the felicity of the 
people, and the folidity of their poffeffions ; and will al* 
ways prefer a deady and permanent authority over a fet 
of miserable brings, to an Uncertain and precarious fway 
over men who are happy. Their midruft, which a long 
fcrics of vexations bath too well judified, will induce them 
to confider the penple as daves, ever ready to efcape from 
them by rcyolt or hy flight > and it will not enter into the 
thoughts of any one of thejmj that this habitual fentimenit 
of hatrcd^i^ich they fuppofe to exid againd them becaufc 
they .have 4cA:rvcd it, and which is but too real, would he 
exripgtiiihed, t^y could experience a few years of a mihl 
and paternal a^mioidnition tor nothing is alienated with 
fo much difficulty as the affetrion of the people. It ia 
founded on the advanUges rarely felt, but always acknow* 
J«4gcd, of a fupremc authority, whatever it may be, which 
direds, which is watchful, which proteds, and which dc* 
fends. For the fame rcafon, nothing is more eafily recover* 
edi when alienated. The delufive hope of a change for 
betur is alone fuffigient to quiet our imagination, and 
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to prolong oxir miferies without end. What I here ad-* 
Vance is confirmed by the almoft universal example of the' 
whole world. At the death of ^ tyrant all nations flatter^ 
thcmfelves with the hopes of a king. The tyrants con* 
tinue thrir fyftem of oppreffion, and die in peace ; and the 
people iUll continue to groan under it, and to expert with 
patience a king who never appears. 'Fhe fucceuor, edu* 
rated as his father or his grandfather, is prepared from hi» 
infancy to model him felt after their example, unlefs he 
fiiould have received from bature a flrength of genius, a 
firmnefs of foul, a redlitude of judgment, and a fund oF 
benevolence and equity, which may correct the dcfed\ of 
his education. Without this fortunate difpofition, he will 
not inquire, in any circumftance, what is proper to be 
done, but what hath been deme before him. He will not^ 
ailt what is moft fuitable to the good of his fubjecls, whom 
he will confider as his neareft enemies, on account of the* 
parade of guards that furround him ; but he will iludy 
what will increafe his depotifm and their fervkude. He will 
remain ignorant during life of the moft fimple and moft 
evident of truths ; whi<m is, that their ftrength and his are 
infeparable from each other. The example of the pall wil]^ 
l)e his only rule of condtt<ftf both on thofe occafions when 
it may be prudent to follow it, and on thofe it would be 
proper to deviate from it. The meafure which the mini* 
Itry will adopt in politics, will always be that which ftiall 
be moft analogous to the fpirit of tyranny, the only one 
which has been decorated with the aitle of the great art- 
of governing. When, therefore, the inhabitants of Geor- 
gia afleed for flaves, in order to know whether they fhould 
have been granted refafed to them, it Was only neceffary 
to examine whether they were required for the better culti- 
vation of the lands, arui the greater fecurity of the property^ 
dV the colony. 

In the meanwhile, fhe truly defperate fituettion of the 
rtew fettlemtfnt proclaimed too forcibly the imprudence of 
the tniniftry, to make it poflible to perfevert in fuch fatal 
meafures. At length the province received the fame forna 
of government which made the other colonies profper.' 
When it oeafed to be a fief belonging to individuals, it b«-^ 
came a truly national polTeflion. 
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Situation and ex- Since thb fortunate revolution, Gkor^ 
p^Sations of gia hath improved con fide rably, though 
Geot^ia* not fo rapidly as was expieded. It is true, 

that neither the vine, the olive-stree, nor 
filk, have been cultivated, as the mother counti^ wifhed ; but 
its marfhes have fumifhed a tolerable quantity of rice ; and in- 
digo, fuperior in quality to, that of Carolina, hath been pro- 
duceduponthehigher grounds. Before the t ft January 1768, 
a grant nad been made- of fix hundred thhty-feven tiioufand; 
pne hundred and leventy acres of land. Thofe whicli, in 
^763, were worth no more than 3 livres 7 fols 6 deniers, 
(^28. 9jd.] were fold in 1776 for 67 Jivres 10 fols [2I. 168.. 
3d* 3 In 1769, the exportations of the colony amounted 
to 1,625,41,8 livres 9 fols 5 deniers [about 67,725!. 15S.^ 
4-^d. 3 and lince that time they have confidcrably ipcrcafed. 

This prpfperity will undoubtedly be augmented. In 
proportion as the forefts ^hall be feUed, the air will become 
more falubripus, and the produ^ions will increafe with the 
population, which at prefent doth npt exceed thirty thou-», 
land men, moft of whom are Haves. However, as the lands 
are not fp extenftye in Georgia as in moft of the other pro- 
vinces, and that in the fame proporrtkm lefs of them are fuf- 
ceptible of culture, blic riches of that colony will always be 
limited. X^t Its fee whether Florida hath a right to expedi 
a more brilliant deftiny. 

Florida hecomti Undea ibis aame the ambition of Spaim 
a Spanifl) comprehended formerly all that tra^ of 

fton. land in America, which extended frpnv 

the gulf of Mexico to the moft northern 
regions. But fortune, which fports with the vanity of na- 
tions, hath long fijice confined this unlimited denomination 
to the peninfula focmed by the fea, between Georgia and 
Louifiana. ^ 

It was Jhuke Velafquis, whole memory ought to be 
holdeu m execration in this world, as he deferves to be 
punifhed in the next ; it was that monlUr, to whom I cam 
Iqarcc give the name of man, who firfl: landed upon this 
region, with the intention of obtaining Haves cither by 
ftratagem or by force. The noveky of the fpedacle at^*- 
traced the neighbouring fayages. They were invited to 
come on-board the Ihips j they were intoxicated,^ put in 
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ironst and the anchor was weighed, while the guns were 
fired upon the reft of the Indiana, Who remained upon the 
{hore. (Several of thefe unfortunate people, fo cruelly 
torn from their own country, refufed to take the food 
which was offered them, and periihed from inanition. 
Others died of grief ; and thofe who furvived their def- 
pair, were buried in the tnirves of Mexico. 

Thefe infatiable gulfs required more vi£lims. The per- 
fidious Vclafques went in fearch of them again in the fame 
country. He was known, and half of his infamous com-, 
panions were murdered on their arrival. Thofe who fled 
from a juftly implacable enemy, ijvere fhipwrccked ; he him-; 
felf only efcaped the fury of the waves, to lead the remaia- 
der of iiisdetellcd life in fhame, mifery, and reraorfe, 

Spain had forgotten that part of the New World, when 
the memory of it was revived by a fettlement made there 
by the French, The court of Madrid thought prx>per to 
drive from their rich poffeflions fo a£livea nation ; and they 
accordii^ly gave orders for the deftrudion of the infant co- 
lony. This command was put in execution in 1565 ; and 
tile conquerors re-occupied the place, which was rendered 
an abfolute defert by their cruelties. They were threat- 
ened with .a lingering death, when they were relieved by 
the cultu-rc of laifafras. 

This tree, which is an evergreen, is peculiar to America, 
and is better at Florida than in any other part of that he- 
mifphere. It grows equally on the borders of the fca and 
upon the moimtaina, but alw^ays in^a foil which is neither 
too dry nor too damp. roots are even with the furfacc 
of the ground. Its trunk, which is very firaight, without 
kaves, and not high, fs covered with a thick and .dirty 
hark, of an a(h colodfr, and throws out at its fummit fomc 
branches which Ipread out on the coafts. The leaves are 
-rdifp^qfed alternately, green on the upper, and white on the 
under, fur face, ai/d are divided into three lobes. Sometimes 
they arc found entire, cfpecially in young plants. The 
branches are ternruoated by clufters of fmall yellow ilowers. 
They are of the fame kind as thofe of the laurel or clnna- 
Kion tree. The fruits, which fucceed, are fraall, blue, 
pendent, berries, fixed to a red pedicle^ and to a calix of 
the fame colour. 

jufioweri^ takco in infufion, as mullein and tea if. 
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The deco^lion oC its root Is ufcd with efFeA m intermittent 
fevers. The bark of the trunk hath an acrid and aromatic 
t^de, and a fmell fimilar to that of fennel and anifeed. The 
wood is whitifh and lefs odoriferous. They arc both ufcd 
in medicine to promote perfplration, to attenuate thick and 
vifeid humours, to remove obftrin^ions, to cure the gout 
and the palfy. Saflafrafi was alfo formerly much preferibed 
in the venereal difeafe. 

The firll Spaniards who fettled there would probably 
have fallen a facrifice to this latl diforder, at lead they 
would not have recovered from thofe dangerous fevers with 
which mofl of them were f^ttacked on their arrival in Flo- 
rida, either in confequence of the food of the country, or 
of the badnefa of the waters. But the favages taught 
them, that by drinking fading, and ac their meals, water 
in which the root of faffafras had been boiled, they might 
depend upon a fpeedy recovery. The cxperimcnc, upon 
trial, proved fuccefsful. 

What can be the reafon that this medicine and fo many 
others which produce extraordinary cures in thofe diftant 
countries, feem to have lod almod all their efficacy when 
tranfplanted into ours ? It mud probably be owing to the 
climate being more favourable for perfpiration, to the na- 
ture of the plant which degenerates and lofes fomc part Qf 
its drength during a long voyage, and cfpccially to the na- 
ture of the difeafe, when joined to our intemperate way of 
living \ and the obdinacy of which increafes from the num- 
berlefs diforders prevai^ng in our conditutions. 

The Spaniards eiloblidied fbf^e fmall pods at San Ma- 
theo, at Saint Marc, and at Saint Jofeph j but it was only 
Saint Augudine and at Penfacola that they properly form- 
ed fettlements ; the former on their arrival in the country, 
and the latter in 1696. 

Penfacola was attacked and taken by the French 
the (hort conteds which divided the two hqufes of Bourbon 
ifl 1718 ; but it was foon redored. 

In 1740, the Englidi bedeged the former of thefc fet- 
tlements in vain. The Scotch highlanders, in endeavour- 
ing to cover the retreat of the affailants, were beaten and 
flam. One of their ferjeants only was fpared by the favage 
Indians, who, while they, were fighting for the Spaniards,, 
referred him to undergo thofe torments which they ipflki 
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upon their prifoners. This man, it is faid, on feeing thC 
horrid toitures that awaited him, addreffed the blood-thirft^ 
multitude in the following manner : 

“ Heroes and patriarchs of the weftern world, you were 
** not the enemies that I fought for j but you have at laft 
been the conquerors. The chance of war has thrown 
mein your power. what ufe you think proper of 

the right of conqueft. This is a right I do not call in 
“ quellion. But as it is cuftomary in my country to offer 
a ranfora for one’s life, liften to a propofal not unworthy 
of your notice. 

“ Know then, valiant Americans, that in the country 
of which I am a native, there are fome men who pofleis 
a fuperior knowledge of the fecrets of nature. One of 
“ thofe fages, conne&d to me by the tics of kindred, im- 
parted to me, when 1 became a foldter, a charm to make 
me invulnerable. You muft have obferved how I have 


“ efcaped all your darts. Without fiich a charm would it 
“ have been poflible for me to have furvived all the mortal 
blows you have aimed at me ? For I appeal to your own 
valour, to teflify that mine has fufficiently exerted itfelf, 
** and has not avoided any danger. Life is not fo much 
the obje£f dfmy r^uefl, as the glory of communicating 
“ toyro^ a fecret of fo much confequence to your fafety. 


** and of rendering the moft valiant nation upon the earth 
invincible. Suffer me only to have one of my hands at 
liberty, in order to perform the ceremonies or enchant- 
ment, of which I will n6w maka trial on myfelf before 
you.” y > 

The Indians llftene^with eagernefs to this difeourfe, 
which was flattering both to their warlike chara61er, "and 
their turn for the marvellous. After a (hort confultation. 


they untied one of the prifoner^s arms. The highlander 
^eg^ed that they would put his broad fword into the hands 
of the moft expert and ftouteft man among them ; and at 
the fame time laying bare his neck, after having rubbed it. 


and muttering fome words accompanied with magic figns, 
he cried aloud with a cheerful countenance, “ Obferve now, 
“ O valiant Indians, an inconteftible proof of my honefty. 

Thou warrior, who now holdeft my keen cutting wea- 
# pen, do thou now ftrike with all thy ftrength ; far from 
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betng able to fever itiy head from my body, thou wilt 
not even wound the ikin of my neck.*' 

He had fcarcely fpoken thefe words, when the Indian 
aiming the moft violent blow, (truck off the bead of the 
ferjeant, to the diftance of twenty feet. The favages 
adoniOicd, flood motionlefs, viewing the bloody corpfe of 
the (Irangcr ; and then turned their eyes upon one another, 
as if to reproach each other with their blind credulity. 
But admiring the artifice the prifoner had made ufe of to 
avoid the torture by haftening hia death, they beftowed on 
his body the funeral honours of their country. If thisfafl, 
the dale of which » too recent to admit of credit, has not 
all the marks of authenticity it (hoold have, it will only be 
one falfehood more to be added to the accounts of tra* 
veUers. 


END OF THE FIFTH VOLtJMB. 




?ri5r 

L.B.S, National Academy \^\ ; 

MUSS' 

This book is to be returned 


Date 




Borrower’s 

No. 


s^^^Jstratiori, 



